fHE ANDERSON INTELILGUNCER.

WAR STORIES.

The Attack of

Fort IHarrison.

Maj, Jawmes 13, Moore, Cameran

flaving been solicited to give un
account ol the action of my command
in the battle of Ifort Harrison, I send
a deseription of the occeurrence,
which, for the number engaged and
resulte achieved, proved to be one of
the most remarkable eugagements of
our great war,

It will be remembered that duriog the
summer and fall of 1864 Gen. Liee
was most actively engaged io the de-
Tense of Petersburg, and to syceess-
fally resist Gon. Grant’s repeated ef-
Jorts to capture that city he had with-
drawn all the troops from the front of
Richmond oo the north side of the
James River except one small brigade
of Tennessve traops, Gen. Benning's
Hrigade of Georgia troops, a few Yir-
ginia militia, and about three hun-
dred cavalry, in all numbering not
more than twelve hundred men, under
the commaad of Gen. Gregg, of Texas.

On the 28th of September, 1864,
the Tennessece Brigade occupied a
line of rifle pits cxtending from
Drewry's Bluff, on the James River,
to Fort Harrison, situated on the kLill,
overlooking James River bottom, and
distant about three-quarters of a
mile,

Fort Harrison was alsrge earthen
fort commanding the approach by
land to Drewry's Bluffas well as the
heights in its front and for some dis-
tares to 1ts Jeft. It was armed with
rivinal pieces of field artillery and
v ue thirty-two-pound Columbied and
was of suflicient size to accommodate
a yorrison of some five hundred men,
bu. was manned oaly by a few mii.tia,
#tho were srmed. with smooth-bore
muskets, with only ten rounds of car-
tridges each, while the artillory was
served by raw trcops with only a fow

" rounds of atamunition.

. Benning's Brigade, oconsisting of
the 2d, 15th, 17th and 20th Georgia
" Regimeuts, was stationed at New-
market, about three miles lower down
the Jamgs River, in front of and
watching the command of Gen. But-
Jer (spoons). Being in command of
the. 17tk Georgin, I was ordered to’
‘Fort Harrison, and with some two
hundred penitentiary conviots and
three hundred negroes, them at Fsps
Harrison, to proceed to strengthen
the works. With seven companies,
shree companies being left on picket
. doty. Tarrived at the fort late in the
evening of the 28th of Septomber,
leaving orders for the three companies

' . torejoin the regiment as soon as re-

_i

lieved from picket d_uty.

‘Early on the morning of the 29th of
September Butler made a demonstra-
tion against our little force at New-
market, having during the evening
and night of the 28th thrown a large
foroe, estimated at ﬁftoan thousand
- men, aoross the river from the ‘south
side by means of a pontoon bridge.
Betweon our foreos ‘and Newmarket
~and Drawry s Bluff he undertook to
maroh into Richmond, whioh was
wholly unproteoted 8pve by the Ten-
‘messee Brigade, the militia, before

'i-xnnnt.mned and my seven companies

| & tha 17th Georgia.. About seven’
'olook in the morning skirmish firing
ommenced immediately in my front,

,-.__-About. this time I received orders

'3

abont. uuz hundred 'li':en mh; thus.

from Gen. Gregg, thon at or rear

" Nbemiarkst, to turn over the conviets
toqvﬁomp:ny of militia detailed for
.shat’ purpuse and report back to the
commnnder---u . 80on as practicable.
Bgen. afier ar&a one of my men, re-
tnrmn; from Fort Harrison, reported’
to mo that tha eéhemy ‘was 1mmedmta-
ly in its froat 'l.dd would soon be in
18 works. I _mudmely sent the
prisoners €0 the rear in charge of two-
- of my oou;psn !and 'with the re-
miaining five ebmpmiel. numbering
about’ soventy-thres mtukgts ‘hurried
into the fort and ‘at'cnce opened fire
s on the enemy, who' was about four
hundred yarde' distant and eteadily
adum'uug in four dont aolumna of

t_. ig l.ham in some aonhn_‘
ught them to s halt, ' By this tim'e
militia and' astillerists j_yrfh ort.

olight'd 'ptea;mn in the ground
a )

‘Nines; ‘iq thé same.

he enamy iouk nﬁvuhge‘,

y Tesas, in Confederate Veteran,

Gwn. Gregg, realizing the impor-
tauce of the situation, at once started
with the remainder of the brigade to
my gseistance; and when within some
five or six huodred yards, they were
espied by the eneny, who raised and
came with a vush for our works. My
little command had made every prepa-
ration to give them & warm reception,
having loaded cur smali srms and
double shotted with grape the 32-
pounder; and when their four double
columns had eome within about two
hundred yards, I gave the command
to fire. This shot was exceedingly
dostructive, tearing a lane of some
thirty feet or more through the entire
four columns. Owing to the unfortu-
nate circumstances of our being short
of ammunition, we were unable to do
much exeoution with our rifles. It
took but a few moments for them to
clear the intervening space aud reach
the ditch, some five feot deep, in front
of our works, into which they piled
pelimell.  They immediately began to
scale the embankment and pour over
the works into the fort, Seecing the
hopelessuess of further efforts to save
the fort, although our brigade was
oely some three hurdred yards from
us and coming in a full run to cur as-
sistance, I gave orders to get out in
the best manner possible and re-form
on the next line of works, about ono
mile in our rear. After throwing sev-
eral bunches of cartridges which had
just been brought into the fort at
them, I, with Capt. D. H. W ilmot,
Adjt. Sam Robinson, and Lieut. Wil-
liam Landee, were t.he last to leave
that portion of the fort. The men
oo the righi flank, following the line
of works, were thrown with the 2d
Tennossee Regiment, while those on
the left ‘were thrown with the 2d
Georgia Regiment, just arriving to
our assistence. On my leaving the
fort Lsaw that the 32-pounder had
becn dismounied by the recoil and was
standing up nearly perpendicular,
firmly imbedded in the hard clay.
Private (afterwards Captain) A, P.
McCord was on top of the trauverse
going right down into the midst of the
enemy not more than fifteen fect dis-
tant. Heeven remained ia this peril-
ous: position until the bluecoats be-
oame as thick within the works as
blackbirds upon a millet stack.

Io my hasty retreat from these un-
comfortably warm quarters I dropped
a vory fine aword, which was left to
the enemy's care. In ourretreat from
the fort we wereo exposed to the gall.
ing fire of more than one thousand of
the onemy's small arms, which' sent
vumerous bullets in uncomfortably
close proximity tous, My ‘purpose
was to rally as many of our ‘men as
possible at the next line of works and
dstail the enemy until the remaind er
of the sommand aonld succeed in got-
ting in their front, The 2d Georgia
Regiment, under the command of the
gallant Col. W. 8. Shepherd, being
praased by the enemy from Fort -Har-
rison, now in their possession, took
position in a smallredoubt on the line
of works about oue-hal® a mile to the
left of Fort Harrison. ' Hia oommnnd
numbering less than one hundred men,
made a most gallant fight, Running
short of ammunition and being hard
pressed by the enemy, he ‘'sent word
to some of ry command for ammu-
nition and help or that he would be
compelled to give up the fork,

A, P. McCord and John Lindsey,
both of my old command, volunteered
tg returp near the oalnns in the vear
of Fort Harrison, ocoupied by the

ordnance wagon, whidh they passed in
their retreat from'the fort. -
and. under a heavy : fire of. muskot.ry

and artillery, they susceeded in secut-

tying the same under & heavy. fire

dianounte-:l gan nnd bnnli'

& brisk | akirmah:-.ﬁi'e

_prisoner in the sixties.

enemy, where stood ' an abandoned’

P:oteot- '
ed by aine of uklrmiahau, under the |
command, I think, of Lieut. Lnudee,j

some half a mile to Col; Shepherd’s | we
2t | men end throwing ﬂ:o ‘boxes’

dreaded Iebel yell, firing into the
flank of the enemy, while our litte
band in the fort poured dcetructive
fire into his front, which caused about
three hundred of them to throw down
their arms and surrender, while some
breke and ran back to their msin com-
mand in the woods, sowme twelve hun-
dred yards 1o our front. “We =ent the
prisoners to the rear in charge of a
small detail, while others brought into
the fort all the guns and sammuni-
tion abandoned by the enemy in his
retreat.

The evcmy then brought a 14-gun
battery to bear upon our little fort, and
for the pext thirty mioutes or more
no command was perhups ever exposed
to 8 wmore terrific shower of iron hail
in the form of shell and shrapoel than
was poured upon that little band of
defenders of the capital of the South-
ern Confederacy.

After dismounting and silencing all
of our guns by their fire, the enemy
sgzin advenced s regiment, some five
or 8ix hundred strong, for another as-
sault. They advanced in splendid
order under an incessant fire from our
rifles  until within three hundred
yards, when our men began to make
use of their extra guns, eaptured from
the enemy, and poured into their
ranks such a galling fire asto drive
them back under the protection of
their guns. Meanwhile a flanking
column had been sent further to our
left, and in their attack on Fort Gil-
mer, a stockade fort, were readily re-
pulsed by the 15th and 20th Georgia,
arriving in full run just in time to
participate in their repulse., Just
after this repulse of the enemy, which
was four o'clock in the afternocon, the
balance of our division (Hood’ 8), con-
sisting of Robertson's Texas, Law's
Alabama and Jenkin's South Carolina
Brigades, arrived from Patersburg,
from whish time we felt asssured of
the safety of Richmond from any
further attacks of Butler.

Our entire force confronting But-
ler's army previous to the arrival of
our re-enforoement of Petersburg did
not exceed twelve hundred men,
which was extended over a line of
four miles in length when the fighting

began, and in no instance was more,

tuan one-half of our force engaged at
a time. The New York Herald, sev-
eral days after the fight, giving an ac-
count of Butler's attack upon Fort
Harrison, admittsd a loss' of three
hundred mep in killed and wounded,
while his loss upon other parts of the
line was very heavy. We oaptured
nearly five hundred prisoners in the
day's engagements,

Where all adted their part so well,

as did .our men on that occasion, it.

would be useless for me to attempt to
name them for any special deeda of
valor, other than those before men>
tioned whose aots attracted my spenial
attention at the iime. If there: - were
any other than brave mea in our com-

mand on that memorable day, they

fell out of the fight in their 'long
run from Newmarket back to Fort
Harrison, #

SOLDIER OF THE BLUE AT THE.
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-.."

'.I‘hua:r'u:i;:u-cf:L F Allaﬁ, of' Cinuxnnat:,'

writes the, National Tribnno of the-

Louisville ‘Reunion, - Hé quotes a

telegram: from the 4th  Kentuoky |
Oavalry, C: 8. A., mv:tmg tim to at: |

I.en:i and to tnke the horse that he |

bers that I should pay for that horse
now, whereupon every member of the
regiment elaimed that it was his horse.
If T had accepted all those state-
ments, I would have had to pay for
that horse about two hundred times.

“In my address to the membera of
the regiment, I told them that I had
learned that their regimental histor-
ian was absent, and with their per-
mission I would take his place for
the day; thereupon 1 gave a history
of their regiment. I may state here
that I was quite familiar with ¢he his-
tory of their regiment, as we had met
it many, many times, and we almost
knew one another personally. As I
was progressing with this historical
sketch one of the old Confederate s0l-
diers, who had some doubts as to my
being able to take the place of their
regimental historian, leaned forward,
brought his first down in the palm of
his other hand, and said: ‘By gosh,
hedoos know us!" After the meeting
aas dismissed, the men of the rogi-
ment crowded arcaad me. If I had
accepted as many invitations as were
extended to ‘me to ‘take a drink, [
would have deen intoxicated the rest
of my life; or if I had accepted all the
invitations to spend afew weeks st
the home of each member of the regi-
ment, I could have apent several years
in visiting.

““At this meeting I saw Capt.
(George Dallas DMosgrove, the well-
known contributor to the National
Tribune. He is a chipper boy of
ahout sixty years and an enthusiastic
Veteran of the 4th Kentucky Cav-
alry. .

“‘The old soldiers who are readers
of the National Tribuze are familiar
with the appearanoe of ths Vetorane
of the Union army as they appear at
their national encampments, and the
ouly object of this communication is

toset before the old soldiers of the |

Union. army a fair and truthful rep-
resentation of the ghosts of the Con-
federate army as they now appear.
Of course during the War between
the States we were familiar with the
appearance and koew how the Con-
federate' soldier looked; but I dare
eay there are many Union soldiers 'who
live far away from the Southland who
would like to koow how they look
now. ‘Many of these old fellows ate

nowadays men of large a¥s'va,' and |

upon the whole they are as hnnﬁaome
o set of men as you w'll l‘ind ina yenr 8
travel.” .

What to Do (n a Sturm.
So many ijafsnns, éspaaiall} fv‘rnman;
are frightenad at severe thunderstorms

that the following’ mstruotionu telling | T do ot

"'--.-Thare i pb‘llosoph-er Ho_.l; E_nsugh

one what to do in'such unaas, fnrnnsh-
ed by J. Warren Smith, a ‘director of:
one of the Governmant Weat.har bu-
reaus, will be aooepﬁble. He saya: '

“Thundersiorms occur when ﬂxem
is a'very rapid condenaat!on of mO“.!,
‘ture in & rising ourrent of air or

Think Abent It!

I tell today the <tory of a pair of
Georgin philosophers who went to
Celifornia to wseek their fortune in
1870, and found that, after all, they,
hdd fortuncs at home,

In that year the two Georgians
went t¢ the Golden State and made a
tour of it-——a six month's tour—on
horseback., They had their pack
mules aloog and at night camped, a8
it were, under the blazing stars, for
in that State particularly Southern
Califorala, the stars seem to hang
lower and shine bigger and brighter
than anywhere else on the continent.

After eix months of seeing the
wonders of mountsin and valley and
plain, ard enjoying the ‘‘glorious oli-
mate of Californis,”’— the cold winds
from the iceburgs ard the thick daily
fogs in Ban Francisco, always except-
ed, they reached 2 point in the gar-
den spot of the State not far from
1108 Angeles—and there the toar end-
ed.

Here they parted—one returning to
his small but prosperons farm in Geor-
gia; the other taking the first posi-
tion that offered in the Golden State,
and going to work for very small
pay.

That was in 1870—just 35 rears
ago. Los Angeles was then = Span-~'
ish village of about 3,000. Today it
is a beautiful city of 140,000, Then,
‘there were cheap lands in Southern
Qalifornia, which have given up groat.
fortunes.

A gentleman of thia city, aomathlng
of & philosopher himself, was some
time ago asking the Georgian who re-
turoed to his farm in this Btate,
scmething about that memorable tour
of six months.

“You made wno investment ‘out
there?'’ asked he. ]
“I did not.”” - !

“Did yov have any money whila
making the tour?’’
¢ “Oh, yes. I hnd%OOOm a. belt
around my waist.”’

“‘Suppose you bad invested 1&?" '

*‘There ~ware 100 planes where I

The 'State Farms,

The Hon. W, D. Kirby returned |
last week from Uolnmbln, where he
had becn to attend & meeting  of the
board of direstors of the Btate  Peni-
tentiary. - A part of the hminess of
this meeting was the inapeuuan by
the board of the Btate’s farm in Lex-
ington, ‘SBumter and Kershaw ooun-
ties, besides the cne at the pemteu-
zlary All the farms were found to be
in a prosperous co::.diuon. well kept,
with the fine growmg oréps which
gave every promise of abundant
yields 2

“Bome statistios given by Mr. Klrbv

-mly paove intéresting to Cherokee

farmers. The figures refer only to!
the ferms in Bumter and ' Kershsw
nuunties, and in no way iuolude the
crops growing in’ Lezingtan Uounty
and at the Penitontiary.

In these two farms there are 1,160
aecres ic corn, which it is enti-nted
will make about 35000bnshe!u,

aorcs in -cotton—about six. acres to|
the horae—which will prodage & bale |

 HoHad Fibbed to #is W

wag on npper Brolﬁny
who. ong dny told his wife & lie Ry
rRe New ' York Sun. Do you like.
_br.iled hnm?'guhe asked; and he
kuowipg that B%m was the only kin
of meat she had foz lnueheon anda
wishing to hurt her feehugé lmt’. hp:

said that he did.

His wife remembarad tbut ;pd the !
day ahe went  to Bar 'Hn-bor sh
said: !

* “Now, dear,!ht.vs l.pjuuht__ iy
prise for you. 1 kpow: Low you: dls'
Jike eating in restauunta, oungesua
Jy I lmo atianged things'so 4&# yel
oan get part of your meals at hou\o. :
have lefe a boiled haur. . L :
how you like' it."-‘._. 3

/The man gaid he, J.lmuld nd darie
the ‘niext ‘weok ho disp 2d 40 Ra

Harbor ‘aciiy bullet taining |
apply of ‘ham. ' One morning. | e
rnchad ihe auga whare the ver

or more to tho sore; ‘Yetwoen fve and -.d__;, 7

8iz . hundred acres in peas;. thirty:
aores in sweet potatoes, which will’
yield in the nelxhborhnod of 5,\000
buskels; seven aores in. ril:’bon oatie,;
and twenty-soven aores in ornng&top

oane, from which molasses will bal

made for the use of ‘the. .Shl.o con-
uiots, Besides ‘the produce ‘named’

above, nearly 19,009 bushels of oats |

and 2,000 buahels oh wheat . }mre

been made on the two farma th:a aiy

year,’ : L
‘Aside from the gromng cmpu on

all its farms, the ‘State -still has a'| 2
surplus of forags and rouglinesa on |:
band; this, “too, after seliigga lotof |
it and. feedmg it to the stook on the |
Mnnh of tha grnn s uls'o._' :

!szms

kel.. SR AR
Bea:dun the agriunlturql pruduo
_o! qm_ farms. Lt_here arulnow )

could have put that money where' the | mares

reture today would have been nob less hi

then a million’ dollnrs." &
“You have s good hm m Geor-

gia?'! - it o

"Y&B "

‘'Plenty, t.&aat ané io wan, a g_qad i
place.to rest, ap& wa-rk enough to| i

‘keep you busy
“Oh

e, S

lr.o""

m auﬂ:eiont‘—o-a lupbiar mag, 1

‘rapid condensation due to the- qooling" '1

of ‘an upper layer of air.  It-is he
by most soientists that the lightning,
flagh is ad- ‘oscillatory. dianharge, ‘re
peated frequently to and fro between
cloud and oloud or betwéen tho ‘flash
und tha thnnder. <

escaped upoun ‘when they had hlm. ; 7. i}

"He wore the

badge of Eis regiment, 7th “Ohio Cay- | 1

alry, which’ attraoted the: l_tl.enllon of. 3

many Gonledamtﬁs I{ep!ymg to in-

quiry he'skid he was & “‘soout lohkmgf s

for Uonfedaratea.

He took' the. ohnuoas, and - finally
found the 'h

“One of ‘‘the: ofﬁcera of:
Kentucky Gnvalry. - whom

ing cach a Yox of oartridges, and car- |/ i q

and was told that |-
Louisville  was full'of -them and if ef
didn't get away he would lw capzumﬂ ] B

Kantnoky “eavalry— 5%
members of’ th% reglmcut whn_:_n_'- he i
‘had not seen’. sinoe the mgbt bhe b
‘caped as their prllone: in'1863

The tjhmmoaof the | ﬂ

. In the bngsnning of, the  neRt
he’received an’ ‘unusually  affest
Istter from his wife. S
T am nun‘d_ini-'you by e
asi “aomething ;.haf. will'p
'Ks \CA tl ' ;

| man’ unilid tha wr&p,ping shd epi
_lapuﬁ His wifeha




