which he had won. At mll events, nd one’}
doubted that, with adequate suppliea of men|
_and materiel, Jobnston would most effectuslly’
arrest Ube inrtier progress.of ine invedens s =
- Applieations of the most u¥gent entreaty!
were addressed by ovr delugates and leading
men in Congress to the .‘-"resitint, urging these |
objests. But, with that dogged - and obstinate
wi!ll which our President seems to regaid £3 a
virtue, he declimed to restore the commander
whom he had alreadyiso graatly wronged, and,
in respect to reinforcements these were too
tardiiv furnished, andiin too®mgll number. to
avail inuch in uffering the requisite resistane
to the foe. The reinfercoments did not make
their appearpnes in due sedzon for a-coteentra-
tion of vure rength at any one point, and our
epposition to: Shiermap, everywhere, consisted’
of little more than a sevies of small skirmishes,
withoant pesilt on either side. No' pass was
Leld with nuy tenacjtys ne battle fonght; the
enviy were allewed to travel one huudved apd
fifty miles of our State, through a region of
swamp and thicket, m no portion of which
conld #ficld be found adequate to the display
of ten thousand men, nnd where, under good
partisan leaders, the invaders might have been
cut> ofl’ in sepurate bodies. their supplies
=topped  their march constantly embarrassed.

by Ei#d Gghring, and where. a bl8ody tell ex- |

ated at every delie, they must have found a'
Thermopyimal ¢ five miles of their mareh

We l ol no partisun fighting, as in the days of
oid: Ve hud an eyate which 1nsksted n‘{mn
artilicry as piranount—insis ed upop arbitrary
line~ for duicnee, chusen without any regard to
the topograpiiy of the country. *We will
make o stand,” safd our chief, “at this river
cros= ng o that; then fzll baek te the next
tive: awd ro on o the last.”  Althoungh, in a
tvovsand places of dense swamp, parrow de-
filp, nnd almost wpenetrable thickei, Lelwees
these rivers, it wouid huve been ensy o fin,
spots wiiere three hundred men, vnder couipe

tent commanders, who Lknew the gn':nlry;
wight wost effacgpaliy have bafBed three thou-
gand. At this very moment, while we wrile,
we donbt if the seattered rieinbers of ourarmy
have yel been able to rendezvons togethior for
the aprest of Sherman’s progress to the coast or
through North Carclina. But to return.

LV.

The march of the enemy into pur State was
characterizeds by such secnes o brutality, li-
cense, plunder and general copflagration; as
veiry coon showed that the threats of the North-
ert press, and of their soldiery, wereWhol t6 be
regnid: d as mere brutum fulmen. - Doy by day
Wiunelt to the people of Columbia tidings o

: atrocivies cowmmitied, and & wider and
1o oté extended progress. Daily Jid loog trains
fo ot atv-s line the roads; with wives and
whtdien, wnd horses and stock nad eattle, seek

- ing refuge from the wolfish fary which pursoed.
Long lines of wagons covered the highwaykh:
Half niked people cowered from the winfer

Es:of houses, under the railrond sheds, and
in ©old carsleft them slong the route. All these
tepeated the same story of brutal oufrage and
great Eullering, yiolence, poveriy and naked-
nemi.- Habitation after habitation, village a_‘or
village—one gending up its signal flames to the
other, presng'ne for it the same fite—lighted
the’ winter and midnight sky with erimson
horrors. All houses which had been left vaeant
were first robbed and then destroyed; and
Fwhere the families still - ventured to reinain,
they weie, in most instanes~ so tortured by
inault, v?ult‘;ce. robbery and all manner of
rutality, that flicht became necessary, and the
arning.of the dwelling soon followed the
ftitht of theowner. No lang7age ean,deseribe
the sufierings of these fugitives, or the demo-
nie hortors hy which they were pursued; nor
cen any ecataloru: furnizh an adeguate detail of
the wide-sprend destruetion of howes aud pro-
perty. Granuaries “woere emptied, um‘l 'i\‘;lere
the grain wus not earried «ff, it was strewn to
waste under the feet of their cavaley, or con
sigued to the fire which consnmed 1h?-lu.'-.-lling,
The n 3ro - were rebbec ecually with the
whites ofefosd and clethinz. "The roads were
corered with butcherad eatile, hogs, mules and
the costliest furnituie.  Nothing waspermit ed
to eseape. Valualle eabinets, rich piancs, were
ot oply hewa to pieces, Lus Lottles of ink,
turpen'ine, oil, whatever eould elface or de-
strov, upon which they gould convenienlly luy
hands, wasemplored 1 . delile and yuin. Tiorses
were ridden into the hous-s. 8ick people were
Adorced from their be to permit the search
after hidden treasures. In pursuit of these, the
most diabolic ingenuity was cxereisad, end the
cunning of the Yankee, in robbing, proved fir
superior to that of tht negro for concenlment.
The beantifal homestesds.of the paviah eduvn-
try, with thair wenerfnl fropical gardens, v ere
tuined; aveient dwellizies of hlaek eypress
hundred vears old, which had been r
ite fathers of thé republic—men who
were famous in Revoluiiecary hifiein
sivento the torehas recklessly sswere tiic rudes
hovels; the ancient furnitnre was hiewn tu pieces
the costiy colleetions of China wareerusheil
wantonly under foot; choice pieturer nnd warks
of art, from Eurepe; select and numberous Tibra,
ries, objecis of peaee wholly; were all destroyed.
The summer retreats, simmple cattuges of slight
and unpretending strvcture, were equally de.
votad to the flumis; an-, where the dwellings
were not destreyed—and they were only spared
while the inhabitants resdlutely remained in
them—they were robbed of 2ll their portabl
contents, and what the plonderer could not
bear away, was ruthlessly hewn to piecea The
inhabitacts, blackno less then white, were lett
to starve, compelled to feed vnly upon the goi-
bage to be found in the sbandoned camps of
the enemy. The corn seraped up from the
spota where the norses fed, liaa been the only ;
means ‘of life left to thousands but lately in
affluence. It was fhe avowed policy of the

ings of their women and chifldre: — o starve out
the famiiies of those gallant soliiers wh¥mn
they had fuiled to subdue in battle. s
Aund thus pintdering, desrepyving, T raing,
they made therr way threneh o portwn of
Beuufort into Barggell Disrvict, where they
pursted tlie same ofMwe. The villawes of Da-
ford’s «Dridge, of Barnweli, Dlaekviliie. Gra-
am'’s, Bambnrg, Midway, were niore or less
destreved; fhe wretehbed izhabitants every-
where left homeless and withous fved., The
horses and mutles, all cattle and bugs, whenever
fit for serviee or for food, were siolen, and all
tiierest ehot. Every implement of the workman
or the furmer, tools, plows, bves; gine, looms,
wagohs, veliicles, was made to feed the flames.
-4EFrom Parnwell to COrangebure and Lesing-
ton was the next progress, marked everywhere
by ‘the sume sweeping destruction. Iluth of
these court towns were buracd—ihe former
partiaily, the latter whoilv. Both iwera tho-
roughly pluadered of «ll valuabies wlich could
be cul‘liéq LWRL.

e e

Tidings of these atrocities duly reaclped the
people of Columbia, and mizht have prepared
tlern for the treatment they were desiined to
ceive. Duily asecessions of fuzitives flying
befere the epemy, bringing with them their
velaables and provisions, wade nmple report:
of the horrid prugressof the rufiisuly despoiler.
Hundreds of fawilies had seasonabiy lefs long
befora, in anticipation of the danger. Columbia
was nriurally held to be one of the most ge-
cure pluces of refuge. It wae never doubted®
Lt ihis capital eity, which cortained so many
¢f thie wanuactures of the Confederate Go-
‘verniaent, the treasury, &e., wonld be defended
with ail ihe concentrate¢ vigor of which the -
Coufederacy was capable, especially, tos, as =
iywen the several railroads connected with the
city, the axmy of Lee and the safety of Rich-
toud were atsolutely deptndent. ¥ oung wo-
men of fanily were sent in large. numbers to
i ¢ity, where aumbers seemegato premise a de-
ee of sceuripy not to be hoped for in any ob-
scure rural sbode. The eity was aecordingly
duubled in population, and here also wasto be
found an pcenmmlation of wealth, in plate,
jewels, pietures, Looks” manufactures of art
wnd virtw, not to Le estimated—not, perha s,
to be paralizied in any other town of the Con:
federacy. Io many instances, the zceumula-
tions wore those of a hundred gears—of sue-
cessive renerations—in thé hands of the oldest
families of the South. L large pioportion of
the wealth of Charleston had been giored in
tlia capital city, and the owners of these trea-
sures, in many in#®ances, were unable to effect
any farther remove. If apprehensiv. the -
danger, they could only fold their han#® ands”
hoping agaimst hope, pray for escape frem a
peril to which they could oppose no farther
vigiiance or effort,

3till, the lurking belief with most persons,
who aporehended the approaeh of the enemy,

under bosh tents in the thickets, under the

’

enemy to reach our armies through the srifer-

+

cne&graged the faith that, as the cily was




