* Woodlands. - e

SBundry mietakes and mis-statemenis having
been mide in respeet to the destruetion of
“Woodlands,” the plantation and, ccuntry seaf
of W. Gilmore Simms, & #rief acconnt of the

{Vednu;hy Mornivg, April 12, 18_.6__5:

real facts may be proper The particulars we
" gather from s leiter wriiten to theauthor, by
Mra. H. Pinckney, a lady wlio; with her family,
a friend and two children, ‘occupied the dwell-
ing during his absense; and partly from cireum-
stantisl details furnishicd eubseqwently from
other and trustworthy sources. When the
enemy Benabed the neighborhood, Mrs. P. ad:
dressed a letier to Gen. Biair, requesting” pro
teetion for the dweHing-and Jibrary, and. sug-
gesting the enormity of tha crime which could
destroy .books, especially such a collection—
some ten thousand volames—made with great
‘care, during s period . of forty. years, and con-
stituting, perhaps, the most valuable library, to.
& liternry man, to be found in the Confederacy
Before an answer could be received to this ap-
plication, bands of stragglers had:penetiated
1he house snd begun the work of robbery. The
trunks and bureaus were at once broken open,
_In the midst of 1bis scene, the guard sent by
Gen. Blair made its appearance, and relieved
the house of the plunderers. The General
himself, with Gen. Hownid and other officars,
-visjted the estate, and spent somo time in the
—examination of the library. They taok away
& ccllection -of meps, includfng Mills’ Atlas of
South .Carolina and pSthaps a few other vo-
lames. Tkey -aleo oagried off a cowrpld of
double barrelled gums.and a riffe; but nothing
Besides of any. importance, and their depori.
ment was courteous and beceming. They left
a sufficient guard beHind them, and the build.
ing wae saved while this guard remained offthe
Tremises. But, with their depatture. frequent
aitempts Lo burn the house at night were mads,
and the ladies hecamre so mnch alarmed and
wearied with gight watching, that they fled,
an:d rought refuge for themselves and family at
the neighborin hamlet of Midway. With
their departur _.ne-felons suceeededin their
derign. The house, a wery extensive, newly
built on%, and ohly partislly finished, but with
six habitable rooms, besides the library, was
fired at four<deveral qusrters, and when the
flumes were discovered by theservants, at day-
bréak, they had reached adegree of height anll
futensly which made sll efforts impossible to
“unve. The library™n a sepa.ate wing, con-
nected with the main dwelling by a corridor,
was the first to bure. Not a volume was saved.
From the other wing, and the gentrerbuilding,
Ahe servants rescued some of the bedding and
furniture, ome idle stories bave imputed the
destruction of the property to the slayes of
Bir. Simme, and one of these, his body servant,
who wase the chief Jaberer and the most inde-
futigablg in his efforts to save tha nroperty.—
who didy'in fret, save thé mest of those things
which were rescued from the fire—was arrest-
ed, 1 gome vegue cgpjeclores, and actunlly
tried for Lis Jife Gefore a court of freeholders

-ﬂe was iiwn_imoiuﬂy-uquiiuﬂ. Tha -:‘.avu,}

-
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| jackals following in the wake of the lion:

T themselves, u']l-ﬁ:lil'y that tHe_inuendi’rizm w:

due to small squade of white siragglers, follow-
i=g in the wphke 07 ibe ma srmy-miserable
bande of plunderers, who uvsually lurk behind
with, this véry -object—ereaturves not brave
enough- for fight, but .eagér enough to steal
Swuccessive bands of these eame by hourly, for
severfl days ofter the army bhad passed—(le

These miséra®e misoreants have thus, for a faw
hundred dollars’ worth of portable plitnder,
destroyed the secumulstions of .forty years,
and such a colleetion of literature as has rarely
been wade in our ecamntry, and such as is not
likely o be made again, The larger and better
portions of the fneniture had been previously
sent off to other places. The library shelves
were Jeft full, and sixteen Targe boxes of choice
books besides "had been ﬁnek,nd away by the
suiwor, and wenld have been eent away, could
transportation lavebecn obtained. This was
found e~ be impoerible. Io addition to the
dwellingr, the incendiaries destroyed the kitehen,
the earriage house, gin house, threshing house,
stables, barns and various other hui‘]ding‘s; car-
ried off fonr or five horses, and three oxen, with
wsagons and buggyv. They alzo carried off some
tweniy-eight or thirty negrocs. [Ihese particu.
lars may be all relred on. Mr. Simms bas no
reason t& donbt that 1be work of incendinrism
was Wolly done by siyaggling aquads of the
enemy. He has no reason To suppose that the
negroes were criminsl, and the mvesligation
has so decided. They had no-motive for the
crime. They Lonew—what the Yankees did
not—that, save the library and a very few
bulky arucles of furniture, there weas no
plunder to pravoke theirown or the cupidity
of any other parties Had the house Dbeen
‘thrown open wide to the plunderers, it might
'have been the wiser medure; and yet, in ihe
case of such pl%ﬂigafea &8s we haws had to deal
.'ﬂ:ith, the mere wantonness of mood which
moves men in the exercise of an unwonted pri-1
vilege of license, and etimulates to mere excess
even in the absence of all consideratimms of
sport aud profit. would have sufficed for mis-
chief~—even as the wild colt, in a sudden spasm
of exulting animal life, leaps and bounds and
rollicks, trampling down the fields vpon whose
Iush grasses hie daes not eare to browse. =
.We bad juet penved the preceding, when we
received, through the Augusta Constiutivpalisi,
a long narrative, contained in the New York
b Herald, giving & varrative of the progress of
tne; Y'ankees from the Savannah to the Conga-
ree. From this, we extrnct the following sc.

count of ™ Gen. Sherman’s visit to Woodlnnds:"”

At Woodlands, about one mile Bonth of Mid-
way, 18 the reridence of the great nevelist, Mr. |
Simma. It is an old-fashioned brick building,
with massive, ungainly porticoes It is a
strange eastellated appearing affair, with sonre-
thing of & weird look aboutiit. Our skirmishers
and foragers paid a hasty visit to Mr. Simme,
and as he was not at home, they thought they
would do the honors of: Lthe house Lhemaelves, |
and fell to helping themsslver hbbralls. O
bearing this, Mai. Gen. Frank Blair plnced a
guard over the place to protect the hoiise, Tur-
Foiture and fine librory. Mr. Simms i=a tho
rough, rad sceesrionist, {ull ol Southern pro
judice, vnd a ficree calutumnetor of Neorthern
#Lnzacter and institutions.

low-land gl,ﬂtntioqn of Bouth Carolina. Since
we left Sayannahithe wanntes —- o
iow-iand plain. Jg-front of Mr. Simms jouse
are some. venerable irees, Beneath which fhe
vine and eypress hrave formed fandastic bowe s,
with “their delicate folinge and garlands of
hanging moss. Not far from the residence i= a0
dark, solemn swarap, farmed by fhe uxp-ansion
of the Edisto ~Ter ' ti¥low-lands This is full
of fallen trees, Gothic arches of oypress and
vincs interiacing their Lranches in shiange
shapes, while the ever-pending moss waves ifs
foneral-locking. pall over the misemic, poison-
ous air of swamp lands.” -Here revel in secure o
enjoyment wild fowl, serpenis-and alligators.
Buch dismal swamps are frequent in Curo-
line, but chiefly abound along Lhe sea cunst
from Savannah te an'r]eston. .

i S
A loyal demonstration has been gotteii up in
Charleston on the 21st ult. ‘The conmiltea-
selected for this purpose, consisted of tlie fol-
t lowing named parties, who may De very re-
amarksble and Jzading people in the geod old
city, but we confest never to have beard of
them befara?viz: dohn. Bonan,'A. Foster Far
_l'o", Joseph Quash, John Steedman, Sam. Dick,
-e0n, Archibald Wriggs and Peter Wella. By
their resolutions, they thagk the United States
lufhori\jes for eaving them from conflugratipn
and -ill-trealment; , exprees their gratitude to._
General Hatch, Admiral Dallgrer and offiers,
for yielding them more saving and some crea-
ture comforts; and the fourth olve—but we

L give that entire: : -
- '*4th. That to his Excelleney Abraham Lin-
coln, .the Presidént {af the United Stalcs, wa
return our sincere thanke and never-dying”
gratitude, for the noble and patriotic maaner
in which he promulgated the doctrines of Res
publicanism, and “for {be consistency in nos
only promulgating, but invariably conformin
[ his action thereto,and weshall ever be plense:
to acknowledge and hail him as the champion
of the rights of freemen.” '
This, in saoth, is very rare fooling, Are ot
these people, Bonag’; Farrow, Quash, &, ne-
groest  We Suppose so. It seems to be very
-like nigger talk, in Yankee English.
—— e — :
The Charleston Hotel has been opened under
thé management of Stetson, of New Fork, for-
merly .,.L'eepe:’_af the Astor House. We aye
told 1hat, at the opening feast, “a mumber of
prominent cilizens of Bouth Carolins” were
ampng the loyal and exulting partakerst Who
are theyt i S :
- e 4 — - ———
o.The Yankels hawe comstrusfed eplendid
Wharves at Porl Rayal, but the athount of

business is entirely ‘confined to sutlers and
themselves

2 ‘—.

. “OBITGARY. ;
Departed this fife, in this eity, Felaumry 26,
1865, of typhoid Tevef, WASHINGTGN \i.
BERGOTTY; after an'illness of nealy sour
wecks, in the thirty-seventh year of his spr;
leaving o Jarge circle of relatives aud friendsto
mourn hie untinmiely end.
e ———
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COLUMBIA, Armr 11, 186s.
At & meeling of the Joint Rélief Commit-
teea, beld this day, the following resolution waa
phassed: G = X
Aresolved,” That as & change will be mede in
tbe plan of issning rnﬂonn, that four days’ ra-
tions ke izaned on 0-mapguw, sfter which the
djetributing stores will be closed wntil-Wednes:
» 19th; and that notice of the same be made

Mr. Siroew’-plantation is & good type of L}.‘lui

da
public through the Piueniz



