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Pseellaneaus.

A Western Locomolive Fireman to
his friend in the East.

"Torrpo, Nov. 12—Dear Jim :—Why don’t
you pack up your plunder and come here?—

We have rare sport, I can tell vou—you can
bet your life of that. 'When I first came ont
here I had the agera good deal. I shook every
other day for six months, and then got a going
every other day. After a while Joe Smashup
usked me to run on his engine and fire for him.
“You won't shake long on my engine,” says
he, “for if pine knots don’t drive out your
ager, one or two collisions will fix you com-
lete.”

“ Wall, on to his engine I went, and I haint
shook since. It's better than a Kolagng.”

Joe is a perfect brice. He'd ruther run in-
to a train or drove of cattle than not. You'd
ought to see the horns fly sumetimes.  We had
alittle fun the other night, and I'll tell youn
how it was. ‘The other train, that we meet
every night at pile-up station, has been in the |
habit of holdin® on to the track on onr time,
and the conductors had two or three jawins
about it. Our conductor savsto the other one,
says he, “If you don’t get off on to the other
track a little livelier in futar, Il ron into you
some night—sure’s you live.”

Then the other one says, “You run inter
me and you'll get cleaned out, eertain.  An
I'll stay on the track twelve howrs, if 1 like—
you bet your sweet life o' that!”

“ Wall,” says our conductor, © when you
stand on the track on my time, you've got to
go back to the east end of the side track to
switch off;, or you'll keteh it some dark night.”

* No,” says t'other one, “ I aint & going to
no east end of the side track to switch off—
certain’s you live.”

“ Wall, then, you
you live.”

“ Wall, you jest try it on.”

“ Wall, you'll see.”

“ Wall, you'll see.”

«You'll make a heap by runnin’ into me, [
reckon” )

« Wall, you'll make a heap by holdin’ on to
the track—that's certoin.”

Well, you see, that's the kind of talk we liad
onoe or twice, and the other night, about half
past two in the morming, they got to the sta-
tion ahead of us and held on.  The conductor
goes into the depot and cocks his feet np on
the stove as cool as a cucumber, leavin® train,
—eight passenger cars—on the track. The
depot man is a wide-awake chap, and hecavse
his switchman was sick and off duty, he knowed
he got to turn the switch i the train was put
on the side track for us to go by, Sohe went
in and axed the conductor if’ he warn't goin” on
to the side track?

“Y ans, [ spuse so0.”

“« Wall,” says he, “ vou can’t bie a mite too
quick about it—now I tell ye.”

The conductor went out kinder slow, and
telled the engincer to go to the west end of
the side track and switeh ofl, but afore they
got there they met us, and then wa'ut there
some fan! Jue Smashup says to me, * What's
them fellers trying to do?  Aint they on our
time? Yes,” says he; looking at his witeh,
¢ the track belongs to us; an’ I'm going to let

"Il get smashed up, sure’s

her rip, sure’s y:u live.” .

“ What,” says I, “you goin’ to run these
trains together?”

« Look here,” says he, “I'm running on
my time—the track belongs to me,and [ don’t

see any signals; so [ ain’t to blame il there’s
a smash. Same time, bétween you and I,
we'd always orter be ready to jump when we
get rear this depo!” and he gin me a wink, us
if to say, * Look out for yourself!”

It's a mighty straight track across the coun-
try at Pileup, and we struck a pretry good gait.
Joe had his haud vpon the irons, bat he kept a
lookin’ mighty sharp. “ By George,” says he,
“ we shall head ’em off. They can’t getup to
the switeh in time, Get ready to jump. No
you needn’t. "T'wont he a killer, for they
have stopped, and are crawling off the other
way. I'mofreid we shall run into em though”

I did jump, though, before she struck, but
Joe stuck to the machine, He's used to it,
and knew just how hard thev'd hit, to a ponnd.
The damage wasn't no great. The Lion,
t'other locomotive, war smashed up cousidera-
ble, and one baggage carand cne passenger
weren's no goud arterwards. Then all the
couplings and piatforius in both trains were
smashed up. We lost our cow-catcher andld
{antern but the old bully machine run jest us
as well as ever that mornin.

Well, the passengers sereamed.  One man's
ankle was smashed, one shoulder was put out
of joint, and one passenger had his leg erushed
all to pieces. We took him to the depo, and a
young surgeon cut off’ his leg at the thigh.—
It’s probable that he'll die. The young doc-
tor has got to hangin around the Pileup depo
every night for the train. I Felieve he's cut
off four legs there in two menths, | lieard
him tell Bill Robjnson that lie was aliead yet.
I got sight of this fellow sure. 1 heard the
jaw between the conductors yesterday, and 1
reckoned on'a job this moruing.

I'he man that was smashed was 'goin home
to his family in Wisconsin. It took us a long
time to clear the ‘track, and the passengers
growled like fun afier they got over.the fright.

Now, Jim. come out here, and get ou a train
with a gritty set of conductors and engineers,
and you'll have a heap of fun, sure’s you live,

SAMUFEL FIREATER.
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. ‘-Caslmlcre Goatsand Brahmin Cattle

Our townman, Dr. James B, Davis, has du-
ving the past fall, exhibited his heantiful Cash-
mere Goats hoth at the Pennsylvania and New
York State Agricultural Fairs, where they
have afteacted great attention, and received
valuable medals,  We olip the following re-
| port from the New York Socicty’s Journal of
| Transactions for October:

. “The committee deem the attempt to im-
| prave this species of the animal creation of the
 highest juterest to the agiculiurist, and as des-
| tined materially to increase the wealth and re.
| sources of the farmer, From its novelty, the
{skill and conrage with which the experiment
has been condueted by the very distinguished
aentleman from « sister State, your committee
deem it due te the resnlt, as well as an appro

priate compliment to him, to extend to him
i the honor of the gold medal of the society,

and 2 more extended notice of the quality,
breeding of this animal, of the Asiatic steppes,
and its domestication in this elimate, with oth.
er matters of a kindred interest, will be fur.
nished in time for its appearanced in the print-
ed transactions of the saciety.”

These animals were sold by Dr. Davis for
£1,500 per pair. A pair sinee exhibited at the
Virginia State Agricultural Society, at Rich-
mond, were similarly distinguished, and were
sold for a like sum. It is seldom that a South.
erner wakes up the Yaukees by tho introduc
tion of new and valuable domestic animals,
but we have an instance in the introduetion of
Cashmcre Goats and Brahmin Cattle, which is
likely to do great service to the agricultural
commity. The difficalty of rearing sheep in
the South, from the depredations of dogs, is in
a great measure uhviated by the fact that the
Cashmere goat is able to take care of itself. and
at the same time furnishes a finer and more
valunble fleeee than any other variety of sheep.
We look forward to the day when our hills
and mountains will be whitened  with fleece-
lw:n'ing aonls, c:thh- ol subsisting on rungl;
grass, weeds, aul browse, and to the adapla
tion of machinery to the easy manufacturing
of their long flieces; and then, with cotton fur
summer weiar and Cashmere wool for winter
gear, our darkies will be the best elad laburers
in the world.

We vnderstand that specimens of woal from
Dr. Davis’ flock compared favorably with that
used in fubricating a shawl from the East,
which cost originally 82,700, and which was
on exhibition at New York.

The Brahmin cattle and their crosses we
learn are fine milkers, are highly appreciated
both hereabouts and in Kentucky.  With natu-
ral eonstitutional capacity, originting in a
saltry climate, they have heen easily acelima
ted hiere, not heing afflicted by our hot sum.
mers, so destractive to all other foreiun breeds
of cattle npon their introduetion.  Speeimens
of these eattle ean he scen at D, Davis’y and
at the plantations of Colinel ITwnpton and
Colonel Thomas Davis,  "The Water Oxen ol
the Fast ean also be seen at Dr. Pavis’, and
his dmmestic menagerie is well worthy of a visit
from the improving planter.

South Carolinian.
B s .
The Mystevions Disappearance of o
Young Lady from Rochester.

The disappearance of Emma Moore from
Rochester is still unaceounted for, and the ex-
citemnent among the citizens of that place in
reference to the subject is apparently inereas.
ing.  The Rochester Union of Sunday says:

Wednesday was spent in searching the part
of the town of Irondequait lying between the
bay and the Genesee river. From three to five
hundred men were engaged, and did all they
could do with their nunibers in g0 large a traet
ol country.  They obtained farther testimony
that confirmed the opinion entertained by the
commitiee that n female was taken down Hud-
son street on Tuesday night, the 14th ultimo,
uttering such sereams of distress as would only
he made by one undergoing extreme  mental
and physieal suffering and these sereams and
groans were traced six miles from the city,
and only lost to buman ear half a wile from
the shore on Laite Ontario,

There ean be little doubt of the truth of this
statement, and we are led to the conclusion
that if the person who utiered these eries was
not Emma Moore then some other female has
been made avictimto brutalities perhaps ending
in a violent death.  But public opinion seems
to incline to the beliel that the missing woman,
Miss Moore, was tuken toward the Luke on
the night of her disappearance from Mr. Whit-
pey’s house on North street, and wantouly
murdered.

A company of about one hundred volunteers
went to Irondequoit on Tharsday marning, and
spent the day in examining the swamps and
the lake shore.  They retarned at night after
a tedions day of labor, the weather being very
cold—without having made any discovery of
importance. At six and a hulf o’clock P. M.,
the City Hall was crowded with people,

It having heen rumored that the father of
Miss Moore had arrived in town, the meeting
anxiously looked tor his presence on the oe-
casion,  Mr. Stiltwell stated, after takine the
chair. that Mr. Moare arrived in the city from
[Hinois, at 12 on Wednesday night mueh over-
come by farigue, and suffering severely from
rheumatism, : y

Mr. Loder stated that he hiad ealled upon Mr
Moore this afternoon. and found hinmy mueh af-
flicted by the loss of his daughter. e had no
knowledge of her whereabout, He received
the telegraphic communication, and the hand-
bill, offering a reward for informnation, signed by
his sons at the same moment, and immediately
started for this «icy. Mr. Loder said Mr.
Moore waus ns much surprised by the absence
of his daughter as anybody else. He could
imagine no cause for her voluntary departure,
and had no suspicion that any of his family had

been instrumental in taking her away.

I. J. Patterson said, from his investigation
of the matter, he conclnded that Emma Moore
[ had been taken by ruffians to the shore of the
Inke, there used for vile purposes, afterward

the lake so distant, that no bubble will ever
rise to tell the tale.  Ile thought a more no-
merous police should he appeinted, to. guard
against such ontrages in future,

murdered, carricd ont and sunk at a point of

Revival of the Slave Trade

In another enlumn will be found and article
from the New Orleans Pieayuue, suggested by
the recent trial in NewYork, of Capt. Smith,
for piratical slave dealing, in which 2 sharp
practical lecture is read to the Abolitionist. A
fruitful and far more useful ficld for philanthro-
w is there pointed out to them, than that
whicli has Litherto employed their thought and
attention. As to the merits of the question of
the revival of the slave trade, we do not feel
that there is occasion now for the South, as a
matter of poliey, thereis no chance for it. The
Constitution of the United States forbids the
trade, and public sentiment is not in favor of the
change, cither North or South. If revived;
there is no doubt that the tratlic would be in the
hands of the people of the North exclusively, as
is was prior to its prohilation. The South never
evinced any particular tastef or such  commer-
cinl adventues. even now, though made piracy
by law, Northern cepital Northen vessels and
crews, are engaged init. But there is not the
first instance to be quoted agaiust the Southern
States, of a cargo of slaves having been intro-
dneed upon her shores, ginee the constitutional
inhibition. Yet her thousands of miles of un-
cuarded sea coast offer the amplest facilities for
the illicit traffie.

As a question of philanthropy, we are clearly
of opinion that the revival of slave trade, by the
sanction of Jaw, would confer blessing innumera-
ble upon the African race.  Contrast the happy
condition of the three or four millions of vur
Southern slaves with  the brutal and miserable
saveres of Afrien, and who enn donbt that the
latter would be infinitely blessed by the change,
could they be transplanted as the demands of
agriculture wight prompt, to the soil of the
Southern planting States?

To the South the movement would give in-
c-ensed wealth and increased political strength
a.d importance by the rapid filling up of the
sparcely populated states, where millions of acres
still lie in their virgin freshness awniting the
hand of cultivation througi the present slow
process of immigration and natural inerease.  But
it would, cotemporarily at least; preduce great
disturbanee to the present value of property in
the old states. Tt would bring down very rapid-
Iy the value of slaves, perhaps to the extent of
rendering that species of property no longer a
desirable fnvestment in Mayland, Viegnia, and
Kentueky,  While slave states would be inercas-
ing at the South-west, they would be diminish-
ed on our Northern border.

The value of all labor would be depresssed
owing to the competition produced by the great
influx among us of slaves from Afriea, bought
at loss than half the present value of slaves.
This would liave a bad influence on the mechan
ies and other manual pursuits at the South now
employing a large and valuable white population
[t would seriously eheck many departments o.
skillful enterprise and uselul eiterzens, whose lu-
bor is now as well rewarded here as it would be

in the Northern States, )
Dut it is nuneeessary to emarge turthur on

this topie, beeause it is merely a matter of euri-
ous speculation not one having a practical bear-
me,
To tie North be itsaid remove the beam from
your own eyve,  To the Abolitionist, you have
work enongh at home to fully occupy your phil-
anthropy for the Afriean race,
Aungusta Constitutionalist

R
Coxsvawrriox oF Lire purixe Tue Rerex
or Tur Exreron Nicnoris—The consump
tion of human life during the reign of the Em-
peror Nicholas has been enormous:

Ile has earried on war with the Circassians
nuinterraptedly for 28 years, at an annual cost
ol 20.000 lives on the Russian side alone, ma-
king a grand total of near 600,000 Russians
who have perished in attempting to subdue the
independence of Circassia  In the two cam-
puigns against Persia, as in the Huongarian
eampaign and the two Polish campaigns of
1851-"32 there are not sullicient data to form
a correct estimate of the loss of the Russians,
which was, however, in the Persian and Poligh
wirs, enormouns. In the two eamipaigus against
Turkey of 1828-'20, 300,000 fell; of whom
however, 50,000 perished by the plagne.  The
loss of the Russians in various ways since the
entry of the Danubian Principalities is under-
stated at 30,000. In these ecalculations it
should be borne in mind that no estimate is
attempted to be m ee of the sacrifice of hu-
man life on the side of those who fought for
their liberties against the aggressions of Rus-
sin.—Kdinhurg Advertiser.

g

Tur Surve or TieE SHOULDER, — A very sig-
nificant gesture, and very much employed by
foreigners. T'he American rarely uses it, in
deed, he doesnot know how. The French and
Germans will give an answer full of meaning,
by this amusing motion of one shoulder. How
shall we translate this shrug into English1—
Perlinps hy noting some of its occasions, For
example, ask your foreign friend about a per-
son whose character or credit he considers du-
bious. He says nothing, but gives a queer
movement to his right shoulder. Ask him
about the prospeets of some business specula-
tion.  If his shoulder gives the answer, he
means—* nows verrans” or, 1 ean tell you
better by-and by.”  Question lnm in regard to
some work of taste; if his shonlder rises sud-
denly, you may understand him to reply—
“Think what you please, 1 have nothing to
say.” This shoulder utterance is usually a
pretty severe eomment,  If ealled upon for a
general translation, we should word it thus—
“ Louk out for humbuog.”

——

Proveres ox Woxax.—When cats wash
their face, bad weather is at hand; when wo-
men nse washes Lo their complexion, it is a true
sign that the beauty of the day is gone.

Many powder their faces that their skin may
scem white; it is as a poulterer flonrs an old hen,
that it may pass for a tender chieken.

The stepping stone to fortune is not to be
found in g jewcler's shop,

ITow many women have heen rnined by din.
monds, as bird eatchers entice the lark from hen-
ven to earth with sparkling glass

Like the colored bottles in a chemist’s win
dow, is ronge on the cheeks of a maiden; it at-
| tracts passers by, but all know the drng they
advertise.

Report of the Secretary of the Navy.
The annual report of the Hon. James C.
Dobbin, Sceretary of the Navy, will be read
with interest by the friends of our navy. It
abounds with interesting facts and important
suguestions, and displays a commendable zeal
and cuergy on the part of its author. We
have room only for the following ahstract :

"The report recommends an additional but
gradual increase of the navy; its reorganization
and the enactment of new regulations for the
( discipline and improvement ol seamen,

T'he movements of the various squadrons are
reported in detail.  The sloop of war Albany,
Iast hesrd from at Aspinwall on 28th Sept,,
when die left for New York. Painful anxiety
is felt touching her fate, The steamer Prince-
ton was sent in search of her several days since,

Licut Strain and party are complimented
for entaprise and exhibition of powers of en-
duranee and generons devotion to duty in the
exploraon of the Darien ship earal route.

. DECEMBER 23, 1854,

| Ofthe Naval Academy at Annapolis, the

Secretary says: o
i “The Naval Academy has, during the past
year, continued to present to the country prac
tical evidence of the wisdom and foresight of
its prajector.  Under the vigilant superintend-
ance of Commander Goldshorongh and his
worthy assistants, the strictest discipline has
been enforced, to the marked benefit of this in-
stitution,

“The plan of edueation is now thorongh, and
the training of the youth admirable, The
cruise in the Practice Ship is of immeasurable
| advantage in imparling at an early age practi-
cal knowledge of seamanship.  During the last
summer the Preble, with 31 young Midship-
men, visited Portsmouth and Plymouth, in
England, and Brest and Cherbourg in France,
theieby affording them an opportunity of ex-
amining the naval establishments of those
puints,

“T'he contract has beenlmade for the erection

The rsult of the expedition is, according to
Licut. Srain's report, that the proposed canal
is totally impractieable, and this the Secretary !
appreherds settles the question forever, |

T'he borubardment of Greytown hy the sloop
of war Cyane is narrated, and the Seeretary
remarks that “he conld not reprove Command.
er Hollws for his eonduct.  Tumanity often
lends her sympathy to the sufferer, however
just the punishment; but patriotisn rarely con- |
demus the brave officer who administers that
punishpent, frum a sense of justice to his coun.
trymenj vhose property has been destroyed,
and wlpse national flag has been insulted.”

Cowmmodore Perry is highly complimented
for his puccess in Japan,

On qu increase of the Navy the Secretary
says 111 “is far from the opinion that the en-
largemint of onr Navy should stop with the ac-
tion oflast Congress, T'he protection of our
commefee; the guarding our extended const;
the preservation of our rank as a nation, de-
mand hat we should not be entirely stationary,
and wifh inactive indifference behold the pro-
wress of other powers in naval strength.  Even
with tle additional unfinished steam frigates
our nawil force will not exeeed filty vessels
conditbn for service.  Weakness invites ag-
aressim, and never fuspires respect, while ae.
knowldged strength and visible preparations
commind consideration and are the true safe-
gnardsof peace.” The necessity and propricty
ot an sugmented Navy is eloquently argued at
considerable length, and the objectious thereto
answired.

I'le Seerctary does not: propose to increase
the mimber of officers nor materially enluige
the synadrons, and thereby largely inerease the
currest expenses, nor to have a navy of the im-
mensz size and extent of some of the navies of
European powers, but to increase the material
of our navy so as at least to approximate to a
state ol readiness [or emergencies, which wise
statesmen strive to avoid, Lut wiser statesmen
POttt el It will Le lJul..Sﬁ“—l-QLu' H '.\".:3....
pleasure to co.operate with the legislative de-
partment of the government in practically car-
rying ot these views. i

The Seeretary renews his recommendations
of lust year for the reorganization of the Nuvy;
the creation of a retired list for infirm officers;
the discharge of the ineflicient, and to have pro.
motions regulated by eapacity and merit in
some degree, instead of by seniority of com.
mission and pay, {o some extent controlled by
sea serviee.

So far as be has authority, these views will
guide his action even without legislation, Ie
says: “l cannot recommend  for promoation to
higher rank avd pay officers who do not merit
it, from incapasity, either moral or physical. I
do not appreciate the justice or policy of pro-
moting to a higher grade an officer who eannot
perform its dulies, unless in rare exceptional
cases, as complimentary reward for services
rendered. Tt is aeither more nor less than el-
evating the incompetent and then ordering the
unpromoted eompetent to do their work.”

The ohjeetions against the proposed reform
are ably considered, He snys mueh is still to
he dune to give proper shape, origin, vigor,
character and success to a system of discipline
in naval service, He is far from recommend-
ing the restoration of flogaing.  The experience
of the navy justifiesits abrogation. There is,
however, nrgent necessity for some substitute,
accompanied with a plan of reward as well as
punishment—a substitute which would be
prompt and sure—in order to restrain the of
fender and deter the inconsiderate; to reward
equally sure, the generous: to encourage fidel-
ity and promote respectability, 1t is not the
severity, but the certainty and promptness of
punishment which promote discipline. e re-
commends that the commander of any vessel
be authorized by law to order a summary court
martial for the trinl of petty officers and those
below them; that they have power to punish
by dishonorable discharge in any port, or by
confinement on reduced rations, and withont
pay, with extra labor and a denial of shore
privileges,

He renews lis recommendations of last year
of the plan to induce seamen to become per-
manently attached to the Navy, by granting
conditional leave of absence at the end of a
cruise and inereased pay on re-enlistment. It
is the Seeretary’s purpose to immediately adopt
in modified form the apprentice system, and
encourage the enlistment of American boys
from fourteen until twenty-one years of age;
to train them first ona receiving ship, then on
cruisers, in practical seamanship. Ile is clearly
of the epinion, also, that the pumber of men in
the service should be inereased at least 2500,
The number of the marine corps is deemed en-
tirely too small, and an indefinitely stated in.
crease is earnestly recommended. ‘The corps
wounld be improved and elevated in character
by adopting some system of appointing officers
of military edueation and training.

A marine basin and railway at the San Fran-
cisco navy yard is recommended.

Prol. Mgury's achievements in developing
his theory of winds and currents and bis pre-
paration of charts are noticed most flatteringly.
It is estimated that the saving to our commerce
by the vse of his charts would amonnt to sev-
eral millions per annum,

Ruobert L. Stephens’ iron war steamer, shot
and shell proof, for harbor defence, is rapidly
progressing, ‘The boilers will be ready to put

of a machine shop nt Annapolis under the act
of Congress suthotizing it, and I shall avail
mysell of the first opportunity when the service
will permit, to substitatea steamer for the sloop
now used as a practice ship. The number of
students now at the academy is one hundred
and sixty. Attention is called to the report of
the chief of the hureau of ordnanee and hydro.
graphy, and the annual report of the hoard of
examiners, as also that of the commander of
the practice ship.”

The legitimate expenditures for the support
of the navy and marine corps of the fiscal year,
ending June 30, 1854, amounted to $6,891,832
with some ontstanding cluims to be paid. The
amount required for the same parpose, for the
fisenl year ending Juve 30, 1856, is 88917,
207,

R

Abstract of the Land Office Report.
The Land Office Report represents that there
have been surveyed 9,384 464 acres. On the
Pacifie side the surveys have reached 1,686,
471 acres.  The quantity brought into mark-
el was 8,100,017 acres. There was sold 7,-
035,735 acres; located with Bounty Warrants
3,402,620 acres; located with Certifieates 14..
183 acres; making a totul sold and located of
10,45,537 acres.

T'here has heen reported and selected as
swamp land 11,033,813 acres; for internal
improvements 1,725,196 acres, which added
to the fignres nlready given, makes a grand to-
tal of 23,238, 312 ucres.

For the guarter ending September 30, 1854,
there were cash sales of 2,894,306 nacres; re-
ported as swamp lands 1,496,904 acres—ag-
gregate 4,779,628 acres,

The excess of sales for the year over 1853,
was 5,952.239 acres,

During the year the number of patents is-
sued was 120.000; 2000 accounts were set-
tled; 2,812,000 tracts were entered,

The total number of warrants issued under
the Act of 1817, is 86,676, embracing 12,995,

ESU anrey, ur witeh  uiere s buan Auunind,
77,535, including 11,734,080 acres.  There are
still outstanding, under this Act 7,141 war-
rants, covering 1,261,800 acres.

Unider the Act of 1850 there have been is-
sued 11,538 warrants, covering 666,320 acres,
and there are still outstanding 4,833 warrants,
equal 1o 2,771,400 acres.

The aggregate number of warrants issued
under these three acts is 282,800, covering
26,548,700 ncres, and there are outstanding
warrants to the number of 57,388, equal to
4,307,880 acres.

The land sold along the line of the Illinois
Central Railroad since 1852, reaches 2,377,
994 acres; for the sum of $3,990,000.

‘T'he report contends that the Pacific Rail-
road can only be built by settling the country
along its projected route,
-
Sceretary of War’s Report.

The annval report of Col. Jefferson Davis,
Secretary of War, is an interesting, business-
like document, and makes many important
recommendations, in order to give increased
efficiency to the important branch of the pub-
lic service over which he presides. We an.
nex a brief abstract:

The actnal strength of the army is only ten
thousand seven hundred and forty-five. ‘I'he
whole authorized strength is fonrteen thousand
two hundred and sixteen. The deficiency is
fast decreasing by more rapid enlistments. A
statement of the changes made in the distri-
bution of the army during last year is given,
The removal from Florida of the remnant of
the Seminoles, has received the attention of
the Department, but its efforts have not been
very successful, Better fortune is expected
next year, through the nstramentality ot the
new plan of operations. The Indian difficul-
ties elsewhere are alluded to. The massacre
of Licul. Gratton and men by the Sioux is
narraled, and the fact stated that the army
force is quite inadequate to the protection of
our frontiers and to punish Indian aggressions.
Our entire loss in Indian actions during the
year is four officers and sixty-three men killed
and four officers and forty-two men wounded.
The occurrences on the frontier furnish de-
plorable prools of the insufficiency of our
military force, and of the absolute necessity for
its increase, which was urged by the Secreta-
ry lust year,

Our effeetive force does nut exceed eleven
thousand men, which is entirely inadequate for
the purposes for which we mamtain a standing
army. [Its inmediate inerense is urged, at a
cost sulficient to give some degree of secority
to the Indian frontiers, for which services the
regular foree is the most efficient, cheap, prop-
erand constitutional means. The increased
pay to enlisted men induced the enlistment of
1,005 men in October and September last,
against 309 men during the corresponding
months last year. The number of recruits re-
quired for the service of the ensuing year will
probably not be less than 6,000. lle recom-
mends the nse of enmels and dromedaries for
military purposes again, and asks an appro-
priation to test their usefulness.  An increased
pay for officers is urged asan act of justice
and necessity,  Additional legislation is asked
to place the widows and orphans of the officers
and solliers of the army on an equality with
the widows and orphans ol the officers and

on board in abont three weeks.

soldiers of the navy.

The necessity of a revisi
legislation, in some important. particulars, is

ble.  One great svurce ot difliculty is the dou-
this it is proposed to give effset to brevé

only when the President may see fit; and far- -
bid the exercise of brevet commissions in the
regiment, troop, or company where officers agg
mustered,  Eluborate snggestions for reor.”
ganization of the staff" corps, nre presented and °
compared with Eurapean systems, It is pro-
posed that there he nine Brigadier Generls—
one for each Department, one for Quartermas.
ter General; one for Adjutant General, and
two fur Inspectors General.  Being an addis ~
tion of three to those who now, by brevet or -

dier Generals.  Other marked changes in'staff”
appuintments rank, and duty are proposed. ©

Reforms in the organization of regiments
are also suggested.  The expediency of gene-
ral promotions by seniority, instend of merit;

ment of a list again urged. Professorships of”
ethics and of English studies, v the military
academy are recommended.
Many other sulijects are treated ot at con-
siderabie length, &
et g :
Sccretary of the Interior’s Report;’f
This report will be read with general inter-
est, as exhibiting in a clear, brief, and com.
prehensive manner, the successful developments
and growing importance of the great home in-
terests of the conntry. During the past year
the business of the General Land Office has
been largely augmented, and every facility giv-
en to the hardy pioneers to secure eligible and
permanent homes. ‘I'lie Secretary says that
he labor on the part of the burean produced
by the graduating principle is immense, and
has involved the office in difficulties that can-
not be ensily or effectively surmounted with.
out the further aid of Congress, o
During the last fiscal year 11,070,035 acres,
of the public lands have heen surveyed, and’
8,190,017 neres bronght into market. - In the
same perind, 7,035,735 acres were sold, yield-
ing $9,285,633; lucated with military .scrip'
and land warrants, 3416,802 acres; swamp,
lands ceded, 11,033,813 acres, exbibiting an,
increase of 5,052.240 acres over the previous
year of lands sold for cash, and a sensible di-
minution-in the amount located with serip and
land warrants, .
Although the Secretary sces no reason to
change his previously expressed views in fuvor
of donations of publicand for the construetion
of great leading highways in the new States,
he yet alludes to the fact that attempts have
heen made to prostitute the scheme for pur-
poses which are totally unworthy of public con-
fidence. The applieations to Congress, at its
last session, contemplated the eonstroction- of.

.

clusive of the great Pacifie railroad and its
branehes—and, assuming six sections to each
mile of road, would have reguired in round
numbers twenty millions of acres,

The Seeretary repeats his furmer recom-
mendation, that officers conneeted with the
survey and sale of the public lands be prohibi.
ted, under severe peralties, from becoming
purchasers.  [e says that it will he again nec-
essiry to extend the time for the completion
of the work of the eommission to ascertain
and settle the private land elaims in California,
wltich expires in March next,

The Ir:mdz: !:r:lctls:-t{ by pension agents are
alluded to. The Seeretary earnestly recom.
mends & modifieation of the act of Congress
limiting to two years prosecutions fur perjury
and forgery committed in pension and Jand
eases. Up to October last, thirty pension
arents have been indicted ; of whom eleven
were convicted, nine fed and forfeited their
recognizances, one died, one commitled suicide,
two have eluded the officers, and six await
trial.  Others have not been prosecuted, ow-
ing to the limitation referredl to; and, in sever-
al nggravated cases, the slatute has been sue-
cossfully pleaded.  “T'he pertinaeity and success
of the Peusion burean in pursuing the offend-
ers have porceptibly diminished the offence;
and, with enlarged power, it may probably be
totally checked. ¥
Itis stated, as a remarkably striking fact,

that of the large and entire number on the in-

valid pension roll, (with recently two honora-

ble exceptions.) there appears never to have

been any diminution of. the disability, but, fre-

quently an incrense,

Itis believed that the Mexican boundary

survey will be completed within the time -esti-

mated, ’

The Patent Office, it is stated, is in excel-

lent condition; and the manner in which its

affairs are conducted gives universal satisfac-

tioa. Since the st of January lust, sixteen

hundred patents have been issued,

The judiciul expenses of the United States

are largely on the increase, which isin part
accounted for by the number of terms and

places at which courts are held. The Secreta-

ry i+ of opinion that the salaries of most 'of
the judges of the distri®t conrts are inadequate.
e allades to the fact that ektra charges have

been made by district judges, attorneys, and

clerks, which were uot aliowed hy the depart.

ment,

The District of Columbia and its affairs oe-
cupy no small pace in the report.  The con-
straetion ot various public improvements is-
warmly reeommended,

Our Indian affiies are alluded to at consid-
erable length, * The annuities are abundantly
sufficient for all legitimate purposes. With
the view to protect the interests and promote
the wellare of the Indian tribes, the agents and
sub.agents of the government are now requiréd
to reside within the limits of their respective
districts.  Many of the Indian tribes are doing
well, and their eondition is daily improving;
but the aggregate number is fast diminishing.

Washington Union,
e

Vanity is the natiival weakness of an ambi.

tious man, =

L ]
Somebody says a wifi should be like roast
lamh—tender and nicely diessed. Snmehody
else wickedly adds—“aud without sauce,”

v

on of our military *
pointed out in order to prevent eonflicting

claims in regard to rank and ¢command, which
now give rise to mach ineonvenience and tron. ~

£

hle rank recognised by our laws; to r%:dn{

otherwise, have rank and command as Briga. -
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is doubted hy the Secretary, and the establish- #
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