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ITTL I-.. Adelbert
arose at four
And erepd.down-
ntulrs tothe big
front door,
Anddownthe walk
to tha garden
gate,
And therehentart-
ed to celebrate.
With bursting cracker and roaring gun
He waked the nelghbors, every one.
Sip geared the cat out of all her sense,
And blew the slats off the pleket fence,
And enme to breakfast with one black eye,
And wsald: “Hooray, for the Fourth ef
July!"

e ate with hurry and frantic hante,

For nover a minute had he to waste;

Then out ngain to the fray he sprang

And turned things lovse with a mighty
“bang!"

He Mized and spluttered and boomed and
crashed,

While dishes rattied and windowsamashed;

Ang when, all grimy and sore and lame,

Torn and tousled, to hinch he enme,

On jin swollen lips wan the joyous ery:

“Ain't 1 giad it's the Fourth of July!™

All that day, U the twilight's close,

The powder-smoke from the garden rome:
All day long, (n the heat and dust

Edttle Adelbert “banged" and *'bust”

Til, just as the shadows began to cresp,
s blew himeelf {n n senseless hoap.
Burnt and blistered and minus halr,
They brought him In for the doctor's oare;
But, Inte that night, he wis heard tonigh:
1 wish every day wan the Fourth of July!"
=Joe Lincoln, in L, A. W. Bulletin,
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IS going to be the
meanest kind of o
Fourth of July.
No balloon on the
common  and  no
fireworks. They're
not even going .to
ring the church
Bell—because that little old seston,
Sandy MeVie, is too lney, 1 suppose.”

Teuman Bluford, genvrally kuown
mmong his comrades us True Bive, was
excitedly announcing this dismul news
o Rob Tripp and Tenney Cole, in his
father's store, :

“There’s no patriotism in Cherryfield,
They've all forgotten how our futhers
fought and bled," said Rob Tripp, who
Liked to read nothing but stories of bat-
e, and meant to fight something when
&e grew up, it were only Indinns,

“It will be as still as Sunday, I know.
What is the Fourth of July, without &
racket?” said Tenney Cole, dejectedly.

“Itell you, boys, something ought to
be done!" gaid True.

That was what the boys liked about
True, He was always ready to do some-
thing.
think be was n little too ready to de
‘mischief, but the boys were generally
ready to follow where True led the way.

“We mig-ht ring the church bell,” said

jn’t mtieh to do, Hob thougrht
it sounded rather tame. Still, it would
be fun to wake the stupid Oherryfield
people out of the naps which they had
mo business to be hiviag on Fourth of
July morning, and startle the select-
amen, who had decided that there should
e no ringing of bells,

“How could we get into the church 2"
wsked Tenney Cole, who wasof o proe-
tical turn of mind,

“Break in, of courke,” replied True,
eoolly. “You can't expect to hove all
that fun without—well, without henr-
fing something nbout it afterward, We
swould break a window in the poreh; and
when we once got hold of the rope,
wouldn't we make people think the bell

was bewitched! They'd blame Sandy
)lc\ ie for not being on the wateh, too.
Xt would be a good joke on the old rus-
<ul. He's got us into enough trouble by
telling of ux"

True's father was coming from the
back purt of the store, so the boys low-
ered their volees and walked quietly
out at the door; while behind the coun-
ter, Trom the stooping posture in which
be had been mensuring for himself
gullon of molusses, urose Sundy MeVie,
He looked after the boys, with all the
mhrewd little wrinkles in his foee dreaw-
fing themselves up luto hanl kuots,

“A good jukv on the old rasonl, eh™
e muttered. “There's never ny know-
Ing how a rniu- may turn out, my fine
fellows! You'te fixing a Fourth of
July eclebration for yourselves that'll
be more than you bavguined for, if I'm
not mistaken.”

The boys wont ony oll  uneenseiois
that SBandy MeVie hnd beey a listener
to the conversation that wis certainly
ol intended for his ears,

“It wonld be s good thiog if we e ould
gt into the chureh without hrm]nng 'y
window.," sni(d Tenney Cole, *“Ihere's
Bittle Rose MoVie now. Let's usk her
where her futher keeps the key.,™

“Hanging nn a nail in the oloset, un-
der his cout,” replied the little girl, on
Being quentioned,

“Conldn’t you get it for us, Rosy, and
wot let anybody knew It, if w e You
the greatest lot of candy vou ever saw,
and 4 bunch of torpedoes for 1o-mmr-
m'?"

Bosy wiak a very small person, with a
wery Inrge appetite for candy, tg say
mothing of @ strong desire 1o oelebrate
with the proper smount of noise the
anntversiry of her country's independ.
ence, Her eyes grew big and round
at the alluring prospeet, sud she nod-
ded emphatically her willingness to un-
dertake the errand, 8o it was setiled
dhiat she should bring them the key
that night, after her futher had h1m|,.'
wp his cont in the cleset, so there would
®e no danger that he wonld go there
again and discover the alisence of the
key.

That afternoon San®y MeVie and his
mon, i stout lud of 18, paid a visit to the

‘ahureh. Archie, the son, came ont,
Booking very waurm nnd tired,

“HPetter have let them do it, and then
ymnke them smart for it, than to take
il that trouble,” he grumbled, “0p
dust give their fatlers o hint of what
they are up to."

“Binee they aro so fond of jokes, I'm
wrilling they should huve a bit of a one,”
snid the aexton, rubYing hin hauda,

fully, “Thex'li cateh it fast enough
breaking the church window.”

Older people were inclined to|

Rosy MoVie stole out of the house
thut uight after durk and dellyered the
chureh key Into True's hands, receive
ng in return an amount of cundy and
torpedoes that had cost a large share
of the boys" Fourth of July savings.
But they were all satisfied that it was
mouey well spent, for they had learned
from sad experience that the results
of breaking windows were never amus-
ing.

It was about half-past four o’elock on
the morning of the Fourth when the
three boys unlocked the church door.
It was very quiet for s Fourth of July
morning. Now and then came the
banging of a gun, the feeble popping
of fircernckers nnd torpedoes, and the
dismal shiriek of o {ish horn; but there
wore very few people astir,

“This stupid old town will get o wak-
ing up in a minute now. And people
ought to thank us. It's a burning
shime to haye it so =till, You may be
sure they're making things lively over
at Borrowsville by this time”

Borrowsville was a town on the other
side of the river, where the boys meant
to assist in the celebration after they
had waked up Cherryfield.

“They won't thank us, yvou know,”
suid Tenney Cole. “Poys never are ap-
presioted.”

“I don't expect ft will be just ex-
notly thanks that we shall get,” said
'rue, drily, as he turned the key in the
lock bebind them. “Anybody thot's
afraid had better back out now."”

Nobidy backed out. Six hunds seized
the bell rope. There was “a long pull,
a strong pull and a pull all together.”

But no sound followed. They looked
at each other in silent amnzement and
tried it ngain. They could feel thut the
bell swayed buckward and  forward;
but it did not ving. What could be the
reason ?

"Somebody must have muffied it!" ex-
elaimed Rob,

“We'll go up and see what's the mat-
ter, anyway," said Troe

A long, long flight of steep und nor-
row stairs led to the first landing in
the chereh steeple. ]h'}‘()‘llll that was
a ludder lending to the bell loft. There
wos 4 tmap door which they pushed
open, and all serambled up to the loft,

“If here isn't o go! The tongue is
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Sandy McVie meanwhile arose at five
e'clock and took a welk around the
church, There wak no broken window,

“Bo they gave it up, Lhe young raseals,
and have probubly gone over to Hor
i rowsville to do thelr celebrating," sald
| the sexton to himself, and felt n disu ™
pointment that he should be denied the
grim sutisfaction of bringing the young
roscals to justice. “Well, Cherryfield
will be the quieter for their being out
of it to-day,” he udded, 10 console him-
self.

If not exnetly out of Cherryfield, they
were gertnioly too far above it to inter-
fere with ita qulet. A faint echo of dis-
tant Fourth of July nolses came tanta-
lizingly to their ears nowand then, The
minutes dragged along heavily. They

A bad no means of telling time, and an

hour seemed Hie a day; but night final-
Iy eame, the dimness deepened to utter
darkuess, and, stretched upon the floor,
they all fell nsleep, Being boys, they
could sleep, although the floor was
hord and keen gnawingsreminded them
that they had gone breakfastless, din-
nerless and supperless.

When True swnkened, a little shaft
of sunlight shone through the small
window, awny upin the dimness of the
steeple. It donced upon the cobwebs
that covered the dusty beams until they
looked os if made of gold thread., A
great, long-legged spider wns draggring
a hapless Iy into his web., Thespider’s
web hnd been partinlly torn away, and
the dust bud been Brushed from the
benms in the corner near it, There was
a little seuffold In the corner covered
with shavings and chips, evidently loft
there when the lnst repuiring wus done,
But somebody had been up in that cor-
ner lately. How otherwise could the
dust have been brushed awny and the
spider's web broken? True wondered
idly what nnybody could have been
there for, and then a sudden thought
struck him that sent the blood rushing
to his hend, and made him for a moment
feel foint and dizzy. In another mo-
ment he was elimbing up those beams
nimbly us only a squirrel ora boy cotild
elmb, He put his band under the heap
of shavings nnd chips, nnd it touched
something very hard and cold. He
dashed off the chips and shavings with

BANDY M'VIE HAD BEEN A LISTENER

gone from the bell!™ eried True, “Now
who do you suppose did that?"

“Rosy must have told on us. T just
wish we hndn't given bher all that ean-
dy,” lnmented Tenney.

The grent bell huhg there empty,
powerless to arouse any Foorth of July
enthusinsm, and looking us sad as if it
ridlbzed s dumbness,

“I'ehonld just like to eateh the fellow
that did thet,™ snid Rob, flourishing his
fist nt an imaginary foe, o8 he did so, un-
fortunately striking the trap door with
hin elbowyand causing it to full with a
erash, It wuas somewhat durk in the
loft, now that the trap door was closed,
the only light coming from u litlle
rountd window, like a porthiole in & ves-
sel, far above their heads.

YLift up the door, tob. We may ns
well go down, Whoever took that
tongue out wouldn'v leave it where wo
could find It, you may be sure,” suid
True.

But when Rob tried to lift the door,
oo und behold! it stuck fost. The iron
ring which hod onee served ns o linndle
was broken off, and there wis no way
hy which they could get o sufliclently
flerm bold to pull with any considerable
nmount of strength. They tried to pry
it open with their knives, but only sue-
veeded in breaking them. And time
wis wearing sway, and the Dorrows-
ville eelebrition must be petting  to-
ward its liveliest,

“It's of no use to holler.
comld hear us”
inglv.

“It's a pretty place 1o spend the
Fourth in!" suld Rob, with & gronn,
“How long do you suppose [t will be be-
fore they miss us at home nod come to
look for us"

*Why, they'd never think of coming
here to look,” replied True, “And my
mother suid I might stay all night with
my oousing over al Borrowsville. She
won't expect me home 1ill to-morrow,
und your folks wiN think you've stayed
with me, Anyway, they would never
think we were wp in the church
steeple”

“Hut when she knows we're lost,
Rosy MeVie will tell, if she hosn't al-
ready,” said Tenney.

*Bhe won't, She's too mnch afraid of
her father to tell that she gave us the
key," nverred True,

“But he'll find out that the key is
gone, and then he'll suspect that wenre
here,” said Tenney, who wus deter-
miid to look on the bright side.

“Next Sundny, muybe! We shall be
starved to death before then!" sald
Itoh, who was not proving himself us
hrave ns his desire for fighting had led
hik comrades to suppose.

“Somebody muse have got wind of
whnt we meant to do, or the tongue
wouldn't hove been foken out of the
bell,” zald Tenney; “and no one could
be mean enough to keep us here for
long on the Fourth of July"

“Sandy McVie s mean enough for
anything," declared Rob; “and perhaps
they have only taken the tongue out to

Nobody
anid Tenney, despair-

repair it, or something of that Kind."

which it was covered, and disclosed
the bell tongue.

Trug wanted to shout for joy, but he
kugw thot he needed all his strength
Just now, and restrained himself, He
coukl not have lifted the bell tongue,
even if hie had not been obliged tocling
to & beam with one hand, but he could
draw it ulong to the edge of the scnf-
folding, and then with one mighty ef-
fort, he pushed it off. It come to the
Hoor with n crash that seemed as if it
might arouse all Cherryfield, and ecr-
tainly did effectually arouse the two
sleeping boys, who sprang to their feet,
Eob with & vaguo impression that it
wis the report of a cannon, and that bis
time had now come to fight something,
It was o happy moment when they
renlized that the bell tongue was found,
though Tenney did grumble that they
“ought to have been smart enongh to
find it yesterday.,” True thought that
if he hodn't been awnke when thot sun-
beum: struck the corner, they never
would huave found it, for who would
have thought that anybody would car-
ry itaway up there to hide i ¢

It was no small umlertuking to re-
place the tongue in the bell, but. ufter
much Hfting and siraggling, it was
done, however, Then they all pulled
with a will, and a cling that slmost
denfened them eame from the beil.
Sleeping Cherryfield wos aroused in a
very few minutes, ind usked, in nmoge-
ment, what was thematter, The new
fire engine was taken out with o rush
and eluimor, But where was the fire?
People ran wililly sbout and nobody
semed to know. The most mystified
man was old Sandy MeVie, who ran out
of the house in n mnge of bewilderment,
and declored that the bell was be-
witched. How else eould it ring with-
out a tongue? And how could any hu-
man being get into the chureh when the
door was securely locked, and no win-
dow broken, us anybody could see?

And still the bell rang wiklly and
elamorously, as such n sober-minded
old ehurch bell was naver known to ring
befare, The spirit of holf a dowen
Fourihs of Jlily seem to possess it
People on the outskirts of the town
begau to think that the seleotmen had
repented of not eolebruting the Fourth,
and were making amends by eclebrat-
ing the 5th, and they cumo hurriedly
driving into the village (o see what
was the matter.

At length somebody more eourngeotts
than Sandy MeVie insisted upon going
into the chnrch 1o investigate, and
sandy went to get the key, The dis-
covepry that It was gone put n new
faes upoan the matter, and § Sandy s wuk-
pleionis reverted to the boys whose
plons he had overhenrd, and he volun-
teered to break open a window and
lead the senrch.

tosy MeVie at thot time was pulling
the bedelothes over her head, and won-
dering what would become of her, and
resolving never aguin to touch a key
or anytliing slse that she had no right
to, for wll the eandy in the world,
Candy was good, but, ob, how bad was

the tervor she was suffering now! And
Rosy is not likely to forget her resolve,
#lthough she was never fonnd out. The
hoys agreed that they would “never be
50 mean as to tell on a givl, anyway,”
and they were always supposed to have
stolen the key from Sandy MoeVie's
cloket themselves,

When they heard the footsteps of
their rescuers the boys ceased to ring
the bell. It was ensy enough to cpen
the trapdoor from benengh. While the
boys were wondering unxiously wheth-
er it ever conld be opened, Sandy Me-
Vie's head popped up oat of it like &
Juck-in-the-bax. Rob's father came
next, and Rob—who meant to fight Tn-
dinns—threw his arms around his neck
nnd—eried. Rob's father had suffered
some anxiety about him, but thought
be hod stayed at Borrowsville with
True,

Everybody agreed that the boys had
been sufficiently punishied by their jm-
prisonment and {he loss of their Fourth
of July fun, Even Bandy MceVie snid
“he guessed they wouldn't be apt to
do It again” But he may have been
somewhnt softencd by the complimenta
which True pald him on his skill in
hiding the bell tongue.

The boys didn't care to sny much
nbout their adventure, They felt as it
the trick they hnd tried to play had
boen turned upon themselves. When
True's Borrowsville cousins asked him
what kind of a Fourth he had had, he
replied, carclessly:

"0Oh, a sky-high one!"

Which was ecerininly truer than the
eousing, who Had their own opinion
of Cherry field celebrations, belleved.

But those three boys will never ring
another church bell without leave,—
Sophie Swett, fn Golden Dnys.

ODD FOURTH OF JULY FROLIC

The Reviving of n Qunint Ol English
Cuntom with Many Patriotle
Featlures,

Katherine Ball Tippets, writing of A
Putriotio Garden Party,” in Wooan's
Home Compsnion, deasribes the chiet
diversion of the afternoon thus:

“After the formalities the hostesy led
the way to the well-shaded lnwn where
o liberty-pole hud been erected with
Phrygiun eap of liberty at its top, In-
numerable red, white and blue streams-
ers had been fastened under the liberty-
enp and stretehed in every direction
over the lawn aod the enda tled to
trees, arbor, chairs, tables or any vons
venient objects; A sufficient number
hud been left fluttering from the pole
to serve as sturting points, To these
were pinned slips of paper, each bear-
ing the first ling of some patriotic song,
poem or address, and a number to shiow
how many other slips were needed to
oomplete the quotation, The rest of the
lines had been pinned to the seattered
streamers,

“Fach guest selected s familinr line
and began a tour of inspection of the
other red, white and blue strenmers,
which was kept up until all the lines
enlled for had been eollected, when n
now line conld be selected from the lib-
erty-pole, and when made up, a third,
nnd so on, up to the expiration of time
allowed. The selections were taken
from such patriotie poems as ‘America,*
*The Star Spangled Banner,” ‘Warren's
Address, “The Badtle Hymn of the Re-
public’ and *“The 8ig of Marion's Men.

“A large bell hung aloft was rung ns
a signal for the beginnhig of the game,
and woon the lawn was the seéne of
laughter and activity, which beeame pa-
triotistn under the mfluence of the
growing sentiments expressed on the
slips of paper.

“When the limit of time was up the
collected quotations were examined
and a prize of n silk Hberty-cap wos
given and placed on the head of the one
who had compiled the greatest number
of verses or sentenees. So thoroughly
imbued were the compilers with their
work by thix time that it naturally fol-
lowed to join hands around their svic-
cessful competitor and unite in singing
*America," "

Independence Day.
Fling out the flag, the starry fag.
The bunner of the free!
The symbol of the land wu love,
The land of Hbhertyt
Our fathers with thele willing hicod
Baptized that banner goy,
Bo let It stream, fia stars agleam,
On Independence day!

From brave New England's rugged shore
Wanlisd by Atlantio's waves,

To western lands whose pebhily strands
The fulr Pacltle lnvap—

From Mintesota's swamps and swaoles
To southern hummocks gny,

Fllrg ot afar the stripea and stars
On Independence day!

Fang ott thi fdg, the dear old Nug,
The Nag our grandsires won!
T' : emblem of the land we love,
d of Washington!
0d of heroes thriils our hearty
idn un husie nway,
Hie Wilth Ouing state
iependence day!
—~Helen W, Mlurk; o N. Y. Ledgor,
v— S

Why He Is Happy.

Why doen the kid look proud and xmile,
As 14 the woodahed he retires?
Beouuie alnce carly dawn he's been
Hesponnible for eightesn fren,
—Uolden Days,

“The Night Before the Fourth™
He plecpless liea with swearing tongues
Becausn the old churgh bell 18 rung

By some mischigvous &if,
Nor thit he of that olden Ume
When an mildelght's siroks

chime,
Adown the lighining-rod he'd climb
To ring that beil Himselt,
A, W, Bulletin
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Taking s Hevenge,

Rafferty—An" wug it th' Cholnese
thot invinted foircerackers?

Wun Lung (proudly)—Lessir!

Rufferty (smiting heavily)—Thin
take thot, yor Mongolian Wwore! O sot
down on # lghted baueh av thiw yis-
terday.—Golden Days
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