i COMING SERMON.

';N.t‘dmgcu!'mam«
Preaching the Gospel

Weow He Thinks Rellglons Traths
Should Be Presented-Says Min-
isters Should Presnch the
Living Christ,

(Copyright, 1500, by Louls Klopsch.)
. Wanbington, Now. 18,

In this discourse Dr, Talmage ad-
dresses all Christinn workers and de-
weribes what he thinks will be the modes
of preaching the Gospel in the foture;
text, Romans 12:7; *Or ministry, let
us wait on our ministeriog.”

While 1 was seated on the plezzaof a
hotel at Lexington, Ky, one summer
evening, a gentleman asked me: “What
<o you think of the coming sermon?”’ 1
supposed he was asking me in regard to
some new dincourse of Dr. Cumming, of
London, who sometimes preached star-
tling sermons, and I vepled: *I have
mot seen it ButIfoundout afterward
ghat he meant to ask what I thought
would be the characteristies of the com-
ing sermon of the world, the sermons of
the future, the word "Cumming” as a
noun pronounced the same as the word
“eoming as an adjective. Dul my mis-
take suggested to me g very important
and practical theme, “The Coming Ser-
mon.

Before the world is converted the
uiyle of religlous discourse will have
to be converted. You might as well go
into the modern Sedan or Gettysburg
with bows and arrows, Instead of rifles
and bombshells und parks of artillery,
as (o expect fo conquer this world for
God by the old style of exhortion and
sermonology,  Jonathan  Edwards
preached the sermons most adapted to
the age in which he lived, but if those
sermons were preached now they would
divide an andlence into two closses—
those sound asleep and those wanting
to gy home.

i Mhere is a discourse of the future.
Who \#11l preach it I have no idea, In
what part of the earth It will be born 1
have no jdes. In which denomination of
Christians it will be delivered I cannot
guess, That discourse of exhortation
muy be born in the country meeting
house on the banks of the 8t. Lawrence
or the Oregon or the Ohio or the Tom-
bLigbee or the Alabama. The peraon
who shall deliver it may this moment
be in a eradle under the shadow of the
Sierrn Nevadas or in 8 New England
farmbhouse or amid the ricefields of
southern savannas, or this moment
there may be some young man in one of
our theological seminaries, In the
Junior or middle or senior class, shaping
that weapon of power, or there may be
coming some new bapiism of the Holy
Ghost on the churches, so that some of
us who now stand in the watchtowers
‘of Zion, waking to a realization of our
present inefficiency, may preach it our-

" selves. That coming discourse may not
‘be 50 years off, And let us pray God
that its arrival may be hpstened while
I announce to you what I think wiil be
the chiel characteristics of that dis-
eourse or exhortation when it does ar-
rive, and I want to make my remarks
appropristeandsuggestive toall classes
of Christian workers.

First of all, T remark that that fu-
ture religions discourse will be full of
a living Christ in contradistinction to
diductie tephnicalitles. A discourse
may be full of Christ though hardly
mentioning Ilis name, and a sermon
may be empty of Christ while every
sentence in repetition of His titles, The
world wantsa living Christ, not a Christ
standing ut the head of a formal sye-
tem of theology, Lut a Cbrist who
means pardon and sympathy and eon-
dolence and brotherhood and life and
Heaven, a poor man's Christ, an over-
worked Christ, an invalid’s Christ, a
farmer's Christ, a merchant's Christ, an
artisan's Christ, an every tnan's Christ,

A symmetrical and fine wonled sys-
tem of theology is well enough for theo-
logical classes, but it bas no more busi-
mess in A pulpit than have the technieal
phrises of an anatomist or a psycholo-
gist or & physician in the sickroom of a
patient. The world wanta help, lmme-
diate and worid uplifting, and it wiil
come throogh a discourse in  Which
Christ shall walk right down into the
immortal soul and tnke everlasting pos-
session of it, filling It as full of light as
is this noonday firmament.

That sermon or exhortation of the fu-
ture will ot deal with men in the
threadbare  illustratiops  of  Jesus
Christ. In that coming address there
will be instances of vicarious suffering
taken tight out of everyday life, for
ihere is not a daoy when somebody is
npot dyiog for others—as the ph_ulcmn
aaving his diphtheritic patient by sueri-
ficing bis own life; as the ship captaio
going down with his vessel while he Is
geiting his passengers into the Hfe-
boat; as the fireman consuming in the
burning building while be is takiog a
ehild out of a fourth-story window; as
in summer the strong swimmer ut East
Hampton or Long Branch or Cape May
or Lake George himself perished try-
ing ta rescue the drowning; as the
newspaper boy one summer, supporting
his mother for some years, his Invalid
mother, when offered by a gentleman
50 ¢ents 10 get some special paper, and
he got i, and rushed up in his anxiety
1o deliver it and was crushed uvoder the
wheels of the train and ioy on the grass
with only strepgth enough tosay: “0b,
what wiil betome of my poor, siek
mother now?"  Vicarioos sufféring—
the world s full of it. Anengineersald
10 me on & locomotive io Dakota: “We
men secm to be coming to better ap-
preclation than we used to. Lid yom
see thit aecount the other day of an en-
gineer who-to save bis passengers stuck
to his place, nnd when he was foupd
dead in the locomotive. which was up-
side down, he was found still smiling.
his hand oti the Birdbrdke?™ And as the

' . enginesr sajd it 1o me he put bis hand

“on the sichrake to illuatrute Lis mean-

ing, and T Jooked at him and thought:
“You would be just as much a hero in
the same crisin” Ol, in that religious
discourse of the future there will be
living illustrations tiken out from
everyday life of viearious suifering—il-
Justrations that will bring to mind the
ghagtiler sserifice of Him who In the
high places of the field, on the eross,
fought our battles and endured our
struggle nnd died our death.

A German soulptor made an image of
Christ, and he asked his little ehild, two
yeuars old, who it was, and she sald;:
"That must be somwe very great man,”
The soulptor was displessed with the
eriticism, so he got another block of
marble and chiseled away on it two or
three years, und then he brought in his
little ehild, four or five years of age,
and snid to her: *Who do you think
taaris?" Bhesald: “That must be the
One who took Httle children In His arms
and blessed them.” Then the sculptor
was satisfied. Oh, my friends, what the
world wants {a not a cold Christ, notan
intelleetual Christ, not a severely mag-
Isterinl Christ, but a loving Christ,
spreading out His arms of sympathy to
press (he whole world to His loving
heartl

But I remark also that the religious
digcourse of the future of which [ speak
will be n popular discourse, There are
those in these times who speak of 8 pop-
ular sermon as though there must be
something wrong about it. As these
erities nre dull themselves, the warld
gets the impression that o sermon js
good in proportion asitis stupid. Christ
was the most popular preacher the
world ever saw and, considering the
small number of the world's popula-
tion, hnd the largest andiences ever
gathered. He never preached anywhere
without muking o great sensation. Peo-
ple rushed out in the wilderness to hear
him reckless of their physical necessi-
ties. So great wos their aoxiety to
hear Christ that, taking no food with
them, they would have fainted and
starved had not Christ performed a
miracle and fed them. Why did so
nhny people take the truth at Christ's
hands? Because they all understood
it. He illustrated his subject by a hien
and her chickens, by a bushel measure,
by & handful of salt, by n bird's Hlight
and by a lily's aroma. All the people
knew what he meant, and they flocked
to Him. And when the religious dis-
tourse of the future nppears it will not
be Princetoninn, not Rochesterian, not
Andoverian, not Middletonian, but Oli-
vetie—plain, practieal, unigque, enrnest,
comprehensive of nll the woes, wants,
sins and =orrows of an auditory.

But when the exhortation or dis-
course does come there will be s thou-
sand gleaming scimelers to charge on
It. There are in so many theological
seminaries professors telling youmg
men how to preach, themselves not
knowing how, and I am told that if a
young man in some of our theologienl
seminaries says anything quaiot or
thrilling or unique faculty and students
fly at him and set him right and
siralghten him ovt and smooth him
down and chop him off until he says ev-
erything just as everybody else says it.
Oh, when the future religious diseourse
of the Christian chureh arrives all the
churches of Christ in our great cities
will be thropged! The world wants
spiritunl belp, All who have burled
thelr dend want comfort., All know
themselves to be mortal and to be im-
mortal, and they want to hear about
the great future. I tell you, my friends,
If the people of our gremt cities who
have had trouble only thought they
could get practical and sympathetie
help in the Christion church, there
would not be astreet in Washington or
New York or any other eity which
would be passable on the Sabbath day
it there were o church on it, for all the
people would press to that asylum of
mercy, that great house of comfort and
consolation.

A mother with a dead babe in her
arms came to the god Siva and asked
to have her child restored to life, The
god Biva suid to her: *“You go and get
a handful of mustard seed from a house
in which there has been no sorrow
and in which there has been no death,
and I will restore your child to life.”
So the mother went out, undwshe went
from house to house and from bome to
home looking for a place where there
lind been mo sorrow and where there
had been no death, but she found nove.
She went back to the god Slva ond
said: “My mission is a failure. You
see, I haven't brought the mustard
seed, l.can't find a place where there
has been no sorrow and no death.”
“Oh!" said the god Siva. “Understand,
YOUT SOrrows are no worse than the
worrows of others. We all have our
griefs, and all have our hearthreaks."
Laugh, and the world laughs with you;

Weep, und you weep alone;

For the sad old earth must borrow its
mirth,

But has trouble enough of its own.

We hear a great deal of discusslon
now all over the lngd about why people
do not go to church, Same say it is be-
canse Christianity Is dyfog out and be-

of God's Word, and oll thnt, The rea-
o s because our sermons and  ex-
hortaticos are not interesting and
practieal and belpful. Bome one might
as well tell the whole truth on this sub-
Jjeet, nnd so I will tell it. The religious
discourse of the future, the Gospel ser-
mon to come forth and shake the na-
tions and lify people out of darkness,
will be o popular sermon. just for the
simple reason that it will meet the
woes and 101 wants and the anxieties of
the people.

There are In all our denominations
ecclesiastical mummies sitting around
to frown upon the fresh young pulplts
of America 1o try 10 awe them down,
to ery out: “Tut, tul, tut! Sensation-
all® They stand 1o-day preschiog in
churches that hold a thousand people.
#nd *here are a hugdred persons pres-
ent, and if they eannot bave the world
saved in their way it seems asif they do
oot want it saved at all,

I do not know but the old way of
making wipisters of the Gogpel Is bet-

enuse people do not believe in the truth:

T
prenticeslilp under the care ama some
attentlon of some earnest, aged Chels-
tlan minister, the young man getting
the patrinrch's spirit and assisting him
in hin religious service. Young lawyers
study with old lawyers, youog physis
clans with old physiciate, and | believa
it would be n great belp if every young
man studying for the Gospel ministry
conld get himself in the home snd beart
and sympathy and under the benedlo
tion and perpetval presence of a Chrise
tiun minister,

But, I remark agaln, the religioos
discourne of the future will be an
awakenlog sermon. From altar rall to
the froot door step, under that sermon,
an audlence will get up and start for
Heaven, There will be In it many o
staceato passage. It will not be a lulla.
by. It will be n battle charge, Men
will drop their sins, for they will feei
the hot breath of pursulng retributios
on the back of their necks, It will be
sympathetio with all the physical dis
tresses s well o the spirltual dis
tresses of the world, Christ not only
preached, but he healed paralysis, and
he healed epilepsy, and he healed the
dumb and the blind and the lepers.

That religions disconrse of the fo.
ture will be an everyday sermon, go-
Ing right down Into every man's life,
and it will teach him how to vote, how
to bargain, how to plow, how to do any
work he is called to do, how to wield
trowel and pen and pencil and yard.
stick and plave. And it will tesch woms-
en how to preside over thelr households
and how to educate thelr ehildren and
how to imitate Miriam and Esther and
Vashti and Eunice, the mother of Tim-
othy, and Mary, the mother of Christ,

those women whao on northern and
southern battleflelds who were mis-
taken by the wounded for angels of
merey, fresh from the throne of God.

Yes, I bave to tell you, the religiom
discourse of the future will be a re
ported sermon, If you have any idea
that printing was [ovented simply to
print secular books, and stenography
and phonography were contrived mere
Iy to set forth secular ideas, you nre
mistaken, The printing press is to be
the great agency of Gospel proclamas
tion, It is high time thut good men,
Instead of desouncing the press, em:
ploy it to scatter forth the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, The vast majority of peo-
ple in our citiea do not come to churel,
and nothing but the printed sermon
ean rench them nnd eall them to pardon
and life and peace nnd Heaven.

So 1 cannot understand the nervous
neas of some of my brethren of the
ministry. When they sce n newspaper
man coming in they say: “Alas, there
is m reporter!"™ Every added reportex
Ia 10,000, 50,000, 100,000 immortal souls
added 1o the auditory, The time will
come when all the village, town and
city newspapers will reproduce the Gos
pel of Jesus Christ, and sermons
preasched on the Sabbath’ will re
verberate all around the world, and,
some by 1ype and some by voice, all na-
tions will be evangelized,

The practical bearing of this is upon
those who are engaged in Christian
work, not only upon theological stu-
dents and young ministers, but upon
ull who preach the Gospel and all whe
exhort in meetiogs and all of you i
you are doing your duty. Do you ex-
hort in proyer meeting? Deshort and
gpirited. Do you teach in Bible class?
Though you have to study every night,
be iuterestivg. Do you accost peuple
on the subject of religion in their homes
or in public places? Study adroitness
and use common sense. The most
graceful and most beautiful thing on
earth Is the rrllglﬂn of Jesus Christ,
ond If you awkwirdly present it it is
defamntion, We must do our work rap-
idly, and we must do it effectively.
Soon our time for work will be gane,

A dying Christinn took out his wateh
and gave it to a frend and said: “Take
that watch, I have no more use for it
Time is at an end for me, and eternity
begins,” Ob, my friends, when our
watch hos ticked away for us the last
moment, nud our clock bas struck for
us the lust hour, may it be found we
did our work well, that we did It in the
very best way, aond whether we
preaclied the Gospel in pulpits or
taught Subbath classes, or adminis
tered to the sick os physicians, or bar
gained ns merchants, or pleaded the law
as altorneys, or were busy s artisans
or husbandmen or as mechuanics, or
were, like Marthn, ealled 10 give a meal
to o bungry Christ. or, like Hanuoab, to
make a coat for 4 prophet, or, like Debo-
raly, 1o rouse the cournge of some timid
Burak in the Lord's conflict, we did our
work in such a waydahat it will stand
the test of judgment! And in the long
provession of the redeemed that march
around the throne may it be found that
there are many there brought to God
through our instrumentnlity and in
whose rescue we exull, Hut let none o
us who are still unsaved wait for that
religlous discourse of the future, It may
come after pur obsequies. It may com
after the stonecutter has chiseled aur
name on the slab 30 yeors before. Do
not wait for a grent steomer of the
Cunard or White Star line 10 toke yon
off 1the wreek, but hail the first oraft,
with however low o mast and how-
ever smnll a bulk ond bowever poor &
rudder om! however weak o capraio.

Instend of waiting for that religlous
discourse of the Tuture (it may be 40,
40 yenrs off), 1ake this plain iovitarion
of o min who to have given you spirits
uitl eyesight would be glad 1o be catled
the spittle by the band of Christ put
on the eyes of a blind mun and who
wonll consider the highest compliment
of this service if. at the viose, 500 me:
should srart from these doors, saying:
*Whether he be a sinoer or no, | know
wot. This gve thing | Know—wherens
I was blind. npow | see.™

Swifter then shadows over the plain,
quicker than birds in their sutumnal
flight, hastier 1han cogles 1o their prey,
hie yob 10 8 sympathetie Christ, The
orchesiras of Heaven bave strung (el
instruments to eelebrate Your rescue:

And many were the volces around the
throse

ter—a collegiiite egueation and am ap- | Rejoice, for the Lord brings back Hia own.

Secret Ordets.

- TRIBE OF BEN-HUR.
MULOROIR COURT, No, 38, T. B, K,
meets every aecond Monday mh%b
=m in Grand Army hall.
mads welcome.
A, G. Wall, Chied.
B, Vanator, Scribe.
SRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
HAMLIN POST, No. 219, G. A. Ik,
meets every second and fourth Wed-
nesday eveninge of each mounth at
Oraad Army hall,
Viaiting comrades are welcame.
A, W. Griggs. Sommander,
< llll Adjnlant.

" WOODMEN OF THE WORLD.

WOODBINE CAMP, ¥No. 80, meeta

sach second and fourth Tuesduys of

each month at Grand Army hall.
Visiting sovereigns welcome,

KOWARD HOLLENBACH, Camp Com-
mander,

Clande B. Lebeok, Clerk.

RAILROAD TIME TABLES,
—

BIG FOUR.
West.
#—Col. Cin. Tnd, & 6t. ... 8:38 am
25—Daily St. L. Ex
3T—Col, BX, .ccivsisnsnsenves 5120 pm
37—Daily Col. & Cin. Ex.....10:00 pm
«ees11:00 am
asvasssnirasasanss M0 BID
East,
28—Dhily Col. & Cln, Ex..vees
26—Galion Ex. ......
#—Daily Col. Ind éﬂi.L.Ex.
24—Wellington Ex. ...
2—Col. Cin, & Ind. Ex,
82—Local Freight . cceenvens

W&LBE

West.
Train No, 4 Dally.....,s... 10:26 am
Train No. 6 Daily (except Sun-
day) -.eeene wese 8130 poe
Train No. wmumu-.n

East.
Train No. 1 Daily (except Bun-
day) cosnnss 10:04 8. m,
Trnin No, 8 Daily..iveieees 414 pm

ORDER OF CHOSEN FRIENDS,
LODGE Ne, 63, mests first and third
Fridays of each month at Boyal Arca
pum hall.  Visiting Chosen Friende
welcome,
F. H, Phelps, Councillor.
Mrs, L. A. 'Willard, secretry.

ROYAL ARCANUM.
LODGE No, 563 meels every secand
and fourth Mondays of ench month at
Royal Arcanum hall Visiting mem-

bers weloome.
E. W, Adams, Regent,
R. K. Goodwin, Sec'y.

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD
FELLOWS.

YTorain Lodge, No, 281, meets e
Tuesday night at Odd Fellows'
Visiting members weloome,

J, 0. Lung, Noble Grand,

R. T. Bpicer, Recording ‘-!ccremry

WELLINGTON F\( \MI‘“F‘WT L O
0. F,, No. M7,

Meets on second and fourth Thure
days of each month at Odd Felows'
Hall, Viiting members weltome.

John Pember, Chief Pattiarch,

A, H. eirce, Seribe.

KNIGHTS OF THE MACCABEES.

Wellington Tent, No. 105, meets om
the second and fourth Fridays of each
month at Muccabes Hall  Visiting
Knights welcome

J. H, Yooum, Commander.

W. W. lelman, Becord Keeper,

MASONIC,
WELLINGTON LODGE, No, 127, F. &

k. M., mests Tuesday night on or be
fore ench full moon and two weela
thereafter.

Weo. W, Metzger, W. M.
¥. Q. Yale, Secrutary.

WELLINGTON CHAPTER, No. 108,
R. A. ¥, meets on Tuesday night fol-
lowing each full moon.

E. R, Stanpard, High Priest.

7, G, Yale, Secrotary.

ENIGHTS OF PYTHIAS,

Well Lodge, No. 440, K. of P,,
mmmi‘ndq night at K. of P.
Hall. Visiting Knights welcome.

W. T. Burdick, Chancellor Com.

R. T. Spicer, Kﬂp«.r of Records and

Beals,

LADIES OF THE MACCABEES
Wellington Hive, No. 50, meets on
the first snd third Friday nights of
each month st Maccabes Hall Visit-
ing lady Muccabees welcome.
Mia. Alice Yooum, Commander,
Mrs, Emma Coates, Record Keeper.

W. R C
Jfamlin Relief Corps, No. 25, meets
on the first and third Tuesday nights
of each month at Grund Army Hall
Visitora weleome.
Mrs. H. A. Enapp, Presideat.
Mra. Ada Kerns, Heentrry.

REBEKAAS,

Lillywood Lodge, No. 233, meeta on
the first and third Wednesday nighta
of each month at Odd Fellows' Hall
Visiting Rebekahs welcome,

Mra. Dessie Wigit, N. G.

Mre. Frances Williams, Rec, Sec'y.

DURLING & BLIGH,

WHOLEBALE AND RETAIL
DEALERS IN

Hard and Soft Goal

Coke, Blossburg
Smithing Coal.
Best of Accomodations
at the 10c. Barn.
Baled Hay and Straw

Moving Furniture a Seecialty.

TELEPHONE 7L EAST MAIN BT.

The

HomeSavings Bank Co.,
WELLINGTON, OHIO,

Transact a general banking business,
buying and selling notes and bills of ex:
change. Money loaned on satisfactory
collateral, mortgage, or personal eecur
ity. Interestat 3 per cent. paid on all
savings deposits, interest eredited snnu-
ally.

YOUR BUSINES8 SOLICITED,
Hafety-deposit boxes situsted in our maip
vanlt at §$1.50 per year,

Wm. Vischer, Pres,
. E. Bpitzer, Vice-Prea.
J. 8, Mallory, Cashier,

E. L. BENEDICT

Buocessor to C. B, Borury,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Hard and Soft Goal

Coke and Wood

Draying and Moving of house hold
goods or pianocs and tesming of all kinds
promptly attended to.

Prico and quality guaranteed om all
coal ordem,

Ballsd Hay and Straw sold and delly-
ered.

Ofice Phone 48, Office West Maln Street
Healdenes Fhone 88,

E.L. BENEDICT
E. BIGELOW & SON

BRICK AND TILE.

tile at right prices.
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of sufferiog sad dis sapelntment.
Toall those who have tried dif-
taront remedies withoul snocess
and have becoms discouraged,.
our Compound Oxygen Treatment
comen, bringing bope and anceur-
agement. It has restered many
ehronlo suffarers,
P Why not you?

Write for book at once, free,

| Drs. STARKEY & PALEN

1119 Girard St., PHILADELPHLA, PA,
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CATARRH

A LOCAL
and
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DIEASE
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