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© over ber fancy work.

. Ben. “You ean smuggle them onto the

" elther side of " the straggling road

day
Bethlehem ln beauty
; When l.l'ilou & star
arose

g That with strange
effulgence glown,
While the Joyful an-

gols slng: b
“We from Heaven glad tidings bring!"™
‘Weleome, aver blessed morn,

When the holy Habe was born|

Bhapherds watching op the plains,

Baw tha herald angel traing

As around a dazeling Mght

Flashes from thelr wings of white,
Sounding loud o'er hilk and glen:

“Peace on earth, good will to menl®* »
Blessed morn! O, sweet amploy,

Chriat to pralso in songs of joy!

Now in Heaven the !hvlwr walts
With ita ever opan ga

‘Where the saints bofun "Him fall
Throned in glory, Lord of alll
Like the wise men let us bring
Fitting presents to our King:
Glve the heart, which In His eyes,
Ever lo the richest prine!

Day of days whon Christ was bornl
Ever halled the brightest morn!
When salvatlon's work was dope,
All power given (o the Bon,

Still Ho marks the garden‘s gloom,
Bloody ercas and rocky tomb,

And s with us whet we ralse
Sweotest songs of Christman praipe!
—f8ydney Dyer, In Chlcago Btandird,

CHRISTMAS
= N THE ==
PRofISED LA

INISN'T Joyee Bagler

£ the oddest girl you
 ever saw?" ex-

claimed Veva to

Y her chum oue

morning.

“What now?" nsked Dessle, smiling

“Why, nothing," replied Veva, “ex-
cept that she's taken it into her hend
to spend Christmas with that queer,
old-fashioned ount of hers up in the
country instend of here in town where
there's going to be so much fun. She
is the oddest girl T ever knew, FPancy
spending o week in that dull, poky
place, where the neighbors live half o
mile apart and with that old couple
and their hired girl for company!
But  there's no  accounting for

tantes. Joyee Is lovely in most things, |

pretty and stylish and nlways so pleas-
ant, but sometimes when she tokes
such queer freaks it makes me almost
believe she does ie for elect. And to
think she'll miss the Christmas party
at Jean's! I know she's invited, for
Jean told me so."

The two girls drifted off from the
subjest of Joyee Into talk of fancy work
for Christmns presents and guy oos-
tumes for the approaching party.

Mennwhile in Joyee's prefty home
on the avenue Mrs, Baxter was holding
converse with ber dark-eved dnugh-
ter, “Yon're a queer little girl,” she
was saying, "to prefer spending the
holidnys up at Aunt Isabel's when all
the other girls are so excited about
Jean's party. It's to be a nice affnir, T
know, becanuse Jean's mother has taken
counsel with me and there are to be
several pretty novelties begides (he
regular good time, If I were you, dear,
I'd give up the iden of going to the
Promised Land and stay at home."

But Joyce knew whnt she wanted,
and presently Mrs, Baxter, with a lov-
ing little pat on the shoulder, left her to
herself,

“I belleve the child Intends to go up
Into the Promised Land as a regular
Christmas fuiry,” she thought, smil-
Ingly, as she descended the stalrs. “All
«hose mysterious little bundles in her
room mean something.”

But latér in the day Joyee slipped
her mother's wrap upon that lady's
shoulders, brought her hat and gloves
and made her go out with her for a lit-
tle shopping. And on the way she re-
vealed her plans,

“I've made up my mind that there
aball be a Christmas tree in the Prom-
fsed Land thix year,” she began. *I
wrote to Aunt Isabel some time ago and
asked some questions, She's written
back that the young folks in the Prom-
fsed Land have nevérbad o Christmas
tree and if I want to go ioto it 1 may
have her big front room and Unele Den
will see about the tree. Bo I've been
buying and making these little things,
you know, to put on it and now I'm
after candy to finish off with.”

Mrs. Baxter looked affectionately nt
her daughter. “You're m good girl,
Joyee," she siid, softly, *and mother's
prood of you" And then she opened
tier own purse and purchased some
choice gifts for Aunt Isabel and Uncle

tree without their knowing o thing
about i, xhe sald. "1 deeclare, Jover,
I do wish 1 was golng to the Promised
Land, too!™
_ “But you ean't, you know," laughed
Joyee; “there's the Christmas diuner
to be looked after and paps 1o take eare
of. I'm the only one who cnn be
spared. Dut won'tit beniee? I'll write
you ll abont it the very next day.”
The Promised Land is the name given
to a narrow valley which runs up
among the hills which form a spur of
the Allegheny mountains It is an iso-
lnted region, “three miles from no-
where,” as some of its inhabitants gay,
but fruitful farms and eomfortable
homen are seattered nlong its length on

which forms its only street.

When Uncle Ben met Joyeat the
train down in the village he was some-
~what nmazed to sae that there was s
trunk which he wos expected to carry

cheerfully tugged it info the old ulelgh,
“Beems kind o' queer she'd bring slopg
8 trunk for just o few days,"” be thought
to himself, “but mebby she's going to
stay quite s spell’” And as the old man
tucked the blankets in snug and warm
he found hlinself boping that she
would.

There was seldom n strange foce seen
on that familinr rosd which led up into
the Promised Land, and’Joyce caught
fleeting glimpses of interested faces
peering out at them as Uncle Ben's old
horse jogged heavily along. Two or
thres of the young girls she bud be-
come aoquainted with during the pre-
eeding summer, when she had spent a
week at the farm, and now she guyly
waved her hand to them asshe caught
sight of them at the window or door,
And so swiftly does nevws travel, even in
the Promised Land, thot before night-
fall everyone knew that Joyee Baxter,
Aunt Isabel's niece, had come up to
spend the holidays. Somebow the very
knowledge of this helped to econtent
nsome dissatisfied girl hearts with the
prospect of the usual dull Christmas in
the valley,

But when next day Unecle Den's well
known horse and cutter stopped af
every gate In the Promised Land and
pretty, stylish Joyee came up the path
to the front door, followed o moment
later by Uncle Ben, who never missed
the chance of a neighborly visit, there
seameil to come all ot onee into those
quiet lives a new something of delight
and interest which had not been there
before. And when Joyee in her own
pleasant way had given her invitation
“to come up to Aunt Isabel's to-morrow
evening at seven o'clock,” they all
thought it was lovely and promised to
go, but not one of them even suspeeted
n Christmas tree.  And it was not ouly
the young people who were nsked to
come, Not one was alighted. Every
family was invited, from grandma down
to the long-dressed baby, Aunt Tep-
bel had suid: “Ask "em all, my dear,
the house is big enough to hold "em, |
guess, and anyhow it'll do us good to
crowd up and be nelghborly.” For the
fruth was that the widely-scattered
families were not at nll noted for their
“neighborliness,” All had grown Into
n stoy-nt-home habil, or when they

went at nll it wns generally to the vil-
Inge.
A busier household than Unele Ben’s

Ben had made a fire fn ﬂoﬂ
room flreplnce, and around f
older folks gathered for u
vislt.

At balf-past seven Joyee apuw
front room door and ushered the ¢
dren and young people into the b
and glory of the first Christmes
some of them had ever seen,
proudly did Joyee view the pretiy se
the hemlock-garlanded roomm,
wreaths above the pletures, but m
and crowning all the lovely tree, tower-
ing to the celling, nglow with the soft
light of dozens of candles, aglenm with
snowy fextoons of popeorn, golden or-
unges and bags of candies. Joyee had
worked hard all day and was tired—st
feast she had been tired before the p-
ple came—but now as she looked

the happy faces nnd wondering eyea

felt that it had paid.

Who could tell of all the joys of that
wonderful Christmas Eve! How aston-
ished each boy was when Unele Ben
loudly read his name and handed down
to his enger hands some mysterioun
parcel! How radinntly bappy was exeh
small girl who received some
thing from that wonderful tree! And
no child was forgotten. And then how
they all shouted when Uncle Ben peered
through his glasses at the parcels he
found on the tree for himeelf! And
how they all exclaimed when Joyee un-
did Aunt Isabel’s bundle and laid a
beantiful, soft, fleecy, white shawl
ubout ber shoulders! And then when
Unele Ben, who had privately invited a
minister from the village, asked for a
few Christmas remarks, they all lis-
tened reverently while that sweet old
story of the Babe of Bethlehem was told
onee more,

And after the candies had burned
down, sputtered and gone out, the front
room was deserted in favor of the big
kitehen, where all sorts of gay, romp-
ing gumes were played, Joyoee, flushed
nnd merry, wondered once or twiee if
the girlsat Jean'sChristmas party were
kaving ax much fun ns she.

Presently Belinda, important and
smiling above her snow-white apron,
passed plates and napking, and Joyee
helped her serve the deliclons cake and
sandwiches and pour the tes and coffee.
What n royal good time It was, and how
Jovial the old men were, and how viva-
clons the ald Iadies! Aunt Isabel and
Unele Den were pliinly happy, and so

UNCLE BEN MET J

could not be imagined than wus his
on the day before Christmas. Very
early in the motning he and Joyee had
driven off up into the hemlock woods
and brought home in triumph a beau-
tiful tree, tall, sbapely and stout of
branch, And it was Uncle Den who
set it firmly in a block of wood and
bore it ioto the big front reom, And it
waos Belinda, the “help,” who popped
great panfuls of snowy corn, and Aunt
Isabel who sat In her red-covered rock-
ing-chair and strung it into long fes-
toons for the tree. And it was Joyee
who filled the gencrous bags of lace-
net she had made at home with candy,
ralsing and eracked nuts.  And it was
Joyee who twined long, spiey-amelling
ropes of hemlock to swing from the
ceiling and around the walls.

Belinda and Aunt Isabel retired to
the kitehen, while Joyoce was busy with
Unele Ben in the front room, and pres-
ently Delinda's eake-makiog skill was
AnRno d by delici smells from
the big oven, and Aunt Isabel sliced the
pink hom and saadwiched itin between
the duintily-thin buttered bread.

“We'll have tea and coffee both, Be-
linda,” said Aunt Isabel, “and pass the
things around.” And Belinda, smiling
broadly in plensed antieipation of the
unusual thing which was ubout to hap-
pen,deftly spread the snow-white frost-
ing over the big fruit eake she had al-
lowed to cool.

“It will be nice, that's a faect,” she
said, energetically.  “It's wonderful,
ain't it, what jeut one girl can set p-go-
ing when she takes a notlon!"™

At seven o'e pek the Promised Land
people presentsd themselves nt Uncle
Den's front. door. The old man, sbicing
with hospitality, bea¥ied upon his
guests and welcomed ench one with a
Bearty handshake. And pext eaime
Joyee with a bright word for every one
drd 0 wmile and & happt weloome for
each ard every ehild. The soung gicls
{ooked at Joyee in bashful admira thon.
How preity sbe looked in her soft
blue dress. with ope of Aunt Isabel's
geranium blossoms in her halr!

ey came and came and Uncle Ben
overflowed with genial warmth, while
Aunt Isabel, whose rheumatism kept
her elonely to her chair, smiled peace-
fully. vpon them all and vever once
fhought of her bright rug carpel un-

.. $oo. _But be nsked no questions as he,

Ber all thosesnow -dampened feet. Unele

==

OYCE AT THE TRAIN,

was Delinda, ond if the guests were
one-half ns happy as Joyee they were
happy, indeed,

When It war all over and all the
guests had departed for their respec-
tive homes in the Promised Land, Unele

Ben drew Joyee down upon his kiee,
“Little girl," he sald, “vou done well—
yon done nobly! The true Christmus
spirit Is in your heart, ‘pedace and good
will,' ™

And Aunt Isabel smiled across at
her, “You've brought the Christmas
feeling into my heart, ehild," she said
softiy. "I can't bear to have you go
home day after to-morrow.”

Joyee lnughed gleefully. “I'm not
going, suntie,” she sald. “I've three
weeks' vacation, and 1" going to spend
it all with you.™

Uncle Den ochuckled to himself,
“That's the way to talk,” said he. “I
wondered when 1 see that trunk of
yours if you mebbe wasn't going to
stay with us a spell, and o you be. We'll
try to have some aleighrides and candy-
pulls up here in the Promised Land
while you're here and 1 don’t doubt n
mite but what we'll all have o good
time."—Harrlet Francene Crocker, in
Union Bignal.

COMPARISONS NOT MADE,

Smythe—Was your Christmas & sue

Drown—I don't know; my wife hasn™
heord from tbe neighbors yet—lip T
Date,

Jw i b Al oA "‘-*.-‘:*-"rl-r-'--ﬁ'-'llf‘i?""—*“_ =

Parts of the State.

Am Alleged Murderer's WL
Bellefontaine, Dee. 10.—When Ernest
Austin, now on trial on the charge of
murdering his mother snd brother,
thought he waa going to die, he made
& will, which was witnessed by two
neighbors. These men were made ex-
esqutors for the second clause of the
will, which provided that in case of
his death he should have s military
funoral, be buried in the Atlantic
ocean and have s salute fired over the
place where the body was sunk. In
the Iast section he begoenthed his
estate, which cooaisted of = farm and
all the stock on it, to the lodge of
United American Mechanies st Bln«m
of which he wns 8 member,

A Minister's Sintement,

Cloveland, Dee. 19, —Presiding Eldsr
Fischer resd an Interesting paper nt
the meeting of the Methodist minis
ters Monday morming. He tooched
upon the conditlon of the Methodist
church in the Cleveland and northern
Ohio districts. His statisties showed
that there was a decided falling off in
the mewbership in the West Side
churehes and just the reverse is true
of the churches on the East Side. Fuor-
thermore, the church has made little
if nny progress In the rural distriets,
he said.

Mdn*t Like the Proposed Change.
Cleveland, Dee. 19.—The lnst pay day
in Junuary, and thereafter regularly,
the 4,000 men employed in the New-
burg mills of the big trust. the Ameri-
can Steel & Wire Co., will be paid in
checks, instead of in cash. The men
are kieking vigorously over the new
arrangement, and so are the mer
chants of Newburg. The officials of
the company clalm that the cheek plan
Is preferable, as it will save much
time for the men, as well s the com-
'lﬂﬂy.
Three Men Arraigned for Morder.
Meding, Dee. 10 —Jnmes, Sam and
Henry lrant were arrsigned Monday
Justice befare Goodwin on the charge
of murdering Liles Cadnum, Sept. 18,
1604 The nccused were brought be
fore the justice singly and ench plead-
ed not guilty. The aecused demanded
immedinte trinls and their hearings
wers st for next Friday morning,
They will be defended by ex-Prosecut-
ing Attorneys J. W. Seymour and
Frank Heath.,
Five Men Injured.

Cleveland, Dee. 16—The falling of a
flour l-rd\n morning in the packing
room and machine shop of the Ferro-
steel Co., manufacturers of registers
and flat irous, was attended with disas.
trous results, John Kohn, an wun-
married man, was so badly Inju-ed
that he will likely die, and four others
were injured, ane of them guite serl
ovsly. The latter is Mont Fout,
aged 20 years, of Chagrin Falls,

Mreree Law Recommendailons.
* Columbus, Dee. 16—The Ohfo com-
mittee, acting in conjunction with
committees of 40 other states for the
purpose of formulating a uniform di-
varce law, is rendy to file its repors,
It will recommend that divorces he
granted on five grounds oniy—groes
neglect of duty, Infidelity, Thnbitual
drunkenness, imprisonment in the
penitentinry, and a sentence to jail
for more than three years.

Miners Wil Demand Wore Pay.

Massillon, Dee, 16.—Delegates repre-
wenting 2,000 miners in this distriet,
report that they hive been instruet-
ed to standl for nn inereane of ten
cents in the price of mining this year.
State Secretary Lewis says that the
miners can pet the inerease and have
the differentinl between machine and
pick mined conl reduced to 12 cents

Gibson to Go (o hrl-..

Cincinnati, Dec. 19, —Harry Glibson,
of this city, the middle distance eycle
champloa of the world, having ae-
cepted an offer to ride st the Paris ex-
position, will leave July 15, Gibson
will take with him Frank Maye, of
Boston, to handle him and run his mo-
tor cycle, and A. Flasher, of this eity,
B8 Sledrsman,

The State's Paupers.
Columbus, Dee. W.—According to
statistics just completed by Seeretary
of State Kenney, Ohio counties, during
the year ended in September.supported
31480 paupers—15,608 in infirmaries
aod 15,008 otherwise. The cost of
thoss in the inflrmaries was 8885111,

and of those outside 8240,020,

Want the Decree Sot Anide.
Toledo, Dec. 19.—Gearge N. Thorn-
ton and F. J. Bawyer, two creditors,
bave filed a motion in United States
court here to set aslde the deerce of
Jad Taft for thesale of the Clover

ullml.d oo February 15, 1900.

Death .f Hon. W. V. Marguls.
Bellefontaine, Dee. 18, — Hon, Wil-
Ham V. Marquis, who was lieuten-
ant governor of Ohio under the Camp-
bell administration, died of heart
trouble in the office of Dr. Chalfant,
upon whom he had ealled.

Wil Balld a Rallrosd.

East Liverpool., Dee. 16.—Final ar
rangements, for the building ¢f a rail-
road between this place and Lisbon,
the county seat, have been completed.

Ore Shovelers' Strike Ended.
Ashtabald, Ded 19.—Ore shovelers
who struck ltﬂr non adv;mm will return
to work to-day, accepting the seale of
wages first offered,

Raised tho Priee of Furniture.
Columbus, Dee. 13—\t 0 secret ses-
dlon of the Ohlo State Associntion of
Farniture Manufaeturers here it ,was
decided to inerease the price of ease
farniture, the only kind moade by
members of the association, 10
ecent. above the present list,  The
advance in the price of material je
given as |hc cause of their netion,

A 'r.kdm!b Invention,
Taledo, Dee, 15—A Toledo inventor
has accomplished © the casting of
sluminum with saml, a result whieh
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HEADACKE, NERVODS
PROSTRATION, BRONCHITES,

RREVHATISH, CATARR,

MEVRALGH, GENERAL DEBLLITY

is well know Lo thouwssads whe
bave besn besafited afier years
of suffering snd dis sapelutment.
Toall thess who have tried i1
ferent remedies wilhoul sucesss
and have becoms discournged,.
our Compound Oxygen Trealment
comes. bringing hopo snd eusenr-
agemont. [i has restorsd meny
chronie suferers,

Why not you?
Write for book st enoe, free.
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Dyspepsia Cure

Digests what you eat.
Itartificlally digests the food and aids
Nature in strengthen md m

structh o exhansted
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ant and tonlo. No other preparation
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Lawyers. WASHINGTON, D.C.

Lorain Lodge, No. 251, meetn
Tuesday night at Odd Fellows'
mlnnwdw.
J. 0. Lang, Noble Grand.
R T. Spleer, Recording Secretary.

WELLINGTON ENCAMPMENT, L O.
0. ®, No. M7,

Meets on mecond and fourth Thume
days of each month st Odd Fellows'
Halll Viditing members welcome,

John Pember, Chief Patriarch.

A, IL Peirce, Boribe.

ENIGETS OF THE MACCABEES.

Wellington Tent, No. 105, meets om
the second and fourth Fridays of each
month ut Maccabes Hall Visiting

W. W. Helman, Record Keoper,

MASONIC.
WELLINGTON LLODGE, No, U7, ¥. &

A M., mests Tueaday night on or be-
fare each full moon and two wesks
thereafter,

Weo, W. Metzger, W. M.
T. @. Yale, Secretary,

WELLINGTON CHAPTER, No. 108,
R. A. M, meets on Tuesday night fol-

ENIGHTS OF PYTHIAS.

R. T. Spicer, Ecoper of Records and
Bealy.

LADIES OF THE MACCABEES,
Wellington Hive, No, 80, meets on
the first and third Friday nights of
rach month st Maccabes Hall. Viait-
ing lady Maccabees weioome.
Mra, Alice Yocum, Commander.
Mrs. Emma Coutes, Reeord Kesper.

W.R C
Hamlin Relief Corps, No. 2§, merts
an the first and third Tuesday nights
of eseh month st Grand Army Hall
Visitors welcome.
Mra, H. A. Knapp, President.
Mrs. Ada Kerns, Secretary.

REBEKARS,

Tillywood Lodge, No. 262, meets on
the first and thied Wednesdny nighta
of each month at Odd Fellows' Hall
Visiting Rebelahs welcome.

Mra. Bessie Wight, N. G.

Mra. Frances Williams, Hec. Sea'y.

ORDER EASTERN 8TAR,
TEMPLE CHAPTER No. 103,

Meets on the first and thind Wednes:
day nights of ench month at F. & A
M. hall Mrs. Lettie Brink, W. M.

Ella Wadsworth, Sec'y.

Bultimare, Md
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