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JON. JOIN P. POLLETT,

[ 1(®d siddifa,

Mr. FOLLETT eaid :
1 Mr. Segaxsn—I bad not thought of tak-
ing any part in the discussion of these reso-
lutions at this time, but gince [ bave seen
that a Gischarge from a gou of small eali-
bor. liton, Mr,
| Wolr, “so o tha
speech of my frieod from Mercer, Mr. Cal-
1en.) is suftlcient to bursta windbag, I am
| encou to aim another gum of smsll
enliber in that direction.
to reply to the
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|swsy and when uncontrolled by passion,

| ¥inel

2 | countrymen, and were then suflering the

_fof South Carolins, was the isct that a mere

''majority of that court refused to order the
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. W the party s 1850 upon

But I shall not

rsonalitiesof from Ham-
Iton, because [ learned long since that
there Is a vast difference between argument
and personzl denuciations; and apon a sub-
Ject ot suck vital importance to the people
of thia country as that embodied In these

add

ol her than to
passions or prejudices, ,

1 do not go to these men who have found
an asylum_here, or who are the adopted
children of the Republie, to learn the true
characteror nature of our Institutions, but
I prefer to be taught these lessons, and to
drink in Bhe trwe epirit-and:;genius of our
free ingtitotions, and 1o recelve the true
exposition of our Constitution, and the re-
lations of the several departments ot our
Government, sitting at tne feet of Jeffer-
nor‘n;“':ndiaon and the fathers of the Re-

ublie,

v O Finstigations areln dang®®; freed goy-
ernment and the rights gurrenteed 16 04 by
the Constitution ure rapldly passing away.
Under the guise and uswe of reconstruc-
tiou, Congress is removiug, one after an-
other, the foundation stones of our beauti-
ful temple of Liberty, and unless the people
rise 1o their might aud stay the ruthle-s
{bhands of the vanrdals; there will soon be
vothiog left to us but a waste of ruins. It
| speak earnestly and reelingly upon this
oceasion, it is for the same reason that the

Prophet “erjed alond and spared not ;™ be-
esuse ruin desolation are coming upon
the land.

The gentleman says that we have sacri-
ficed 300 000 of vur brave sons, and billions
of treasure, to demonstrate the fact that
we are a uatlon, and to wipe out.the doe-
trine of Stawe rights, which be charscter-
izes a8 the doctriie of secesgion, and which
was taught in the Virginia aud Kentucky
Rtesolutions of 1708 and 1800. The doctrine
of those resolutions was considered as the
true exposition ofthe relations ot the States
to the General Governmeut, from the time
thesame was first accepted and indorsed
by the ple,dn the election of JeHerson
to the Presidency in 1800, up to the time of
the election of Lincolu i 1860, Those res-
olutivns owe their origin to the eneroach-
tm-nlls upon the riﬁhln and liberties of the
people, guamptecd to them by the Consti-
tution, which were attempted, during the
lﬂmlu‘slral:lau o} the elder Adams, by the
pussage of the “2lien and Sedition Acts,”
—acts which were regarded by Jefferson,
Mudi-on, and their compatriots, as mon-
strous in their pretensions and subversive
of iree government, but which were ex-
tmﬂ!ng% mild” and harmless when com-

ared with the measures of the preseut
Eangress, called Iiecounstruction acts. Be-
ing written by Jefferson, they were
seut to the Legislature "{7 Ken-
tucky, and another series, also pre-

pared by Jefferson, was introduced
into the House of Delegates of Virginia
Fesring that the Virginis lutions

might fail, it pressed to a vote, Jefferson
lutruced Madison to resign his seat in Con-
gress aud run for the Virginia House of
Dclegates, in order to gecure the passage
of those resolations. The passage of the
resolutions through the Virginia Legisla-
ture was effected by Madison, and the Leg-
islatures of Virginia aud Kaptucky sent
copies of the resvlations passed by each,
respectively, to the Legislatures of the
saveral States, and all thet replied to them
replied adversely to the doctrine they con-
ramed, Jefferson and Madison then taking
those resolutions in their bandsin 1800, up-
pealed to the people for an indorsement ol
their doetrine, and the prople, ever jealous
of their rights when judgument asserts her

indorsed those resolutions most emphatic-
ally by the electlon to the Presideney of
Jefferson, who made those resolutions the
gole fseae In 1800, and re-electing him in
1804; aud by the election ot Madi-on, tue
man next to Jéfferson most nearly identi-
tied with those resolutions, to the same
office, in 1808, and re-electing him in 1812;
and by the election ana re-election of Mo:;-
roe as the lmmediate succeszor of Madison ;
and Virginia became distinguished as the
mother ot stutesmen and @ Presidents, be-
eause she wns the ‘mother of those resolu-

tions.

And Ohio, the first born ot the ordinance
of 1787, although her existence us a State
comimenced subgequent to the ratification
by the people of the doctrine of those res-
olutions, could not withhold her assent to
that which had made her grand old mother
80 famous, . although to-day there are
very many In our nuble State, degenerate
suns 13 s true, who are ready to denonnce
the resolutions of 1798 and 1800, as damna-
ble heresy, and the cursed mother of all
our woes,

In 1820, when the Legislature of this
State contained soch men as Harrison, af-
t.erm;ius I:;realden: :;‘l) the United Srates.
-who for twelveyears reps
mn 4 IE:QSM in the United States
y Gov. Trimble, Gov. Lueas, Ham-
mond and many others of whom the State
Cwell be prond, the following resolu-
tion was paesed by a vote of 57 yeas to 7
nays, in the House, aud 23 yeas to 4 nays
in the Senate: g

v Resolved b* the General Assembly of the
State of Uhio, ‘T'hat in respect to the powers
of the Governments-of-the several 3tates
that compose the American Union, and the
powersg ol the Federal Government, this
General Assembly do recognize and ap-
prove the doctrines asserted by the Legis-
latures of K and Virginia in their
resolutions, of Nosember and December,
1798, and January, 1800, and do consider
that their prineiples have been recognizsd
and nldo‘nu:d by & majority of the American

wple.”

This resolution was written by Ham-
mond, aud by him iotroduced in
the House, and by Harrison in the
Senate, and I bhardly believe that a
few years ago any oue could have been
found who would have denotinced #ither
of those men as heretic, pestiferous or bresd-
ers of dissension. Would that their mantle
bad fullen on the leaders of the opposition
to the Democratic party of to-day, for then
we ghould have no occasion for resolutions
such ns those under consideration, or to
bewail Congressional usurpations.

But look for & momeut at tire history of
the Republican party of Olio opon “tne
doectrine of tie Virginia and Kentucky
resolutiops,  Have gentiemen - jorgotten
how aweetly Chiet Justice Chase, the great
oracle of the party, previous to 1860, used
to speak of Jefferson,; aod with whst hon-
led phrases he was wont to mention the
doctrine of State rights, and the Virgioia
and Kentucky resolutions? Have they
forgotten the cese of ex parte Bushneil
aud ex parte Langstou in the Su-

remie Court of _ this State In 1859,

n swhich = Attorney General Woleot,
under the direetion of the then Governor
ot Ohio, Chase, and claiming to represent
the State of Ohio, appeared on beualt of
the relators, and in an argument remarka-
‘ble for its advocacy of the most ultra
State rights doctrine, succeeded in con-
two of the five members of the
then Republican court, that the power of
the State onght to be exercised in wresting

trom the custody of the officers of the

mlﬂﬂdﬂ‘- the guthority
0 8 court, men who h

been convicted of erime by a jury of their

jshment provided by law for their
tli.::le’ All %bl& revented Ohio from
leading off in forc¢ible resistence to the au-
thiority of the Geoeral Government iustead

: tido ot
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' the doctrime ot State rights. in the Stats
Convention of the party ot that year, a re-
nomination was refused to Chief Juatice
| Swan, who protiounced the opinfon of the
 myjority of thé eourt in the case referred
to, and for no other rrason than that he wns
com to fay, under the solemn duties
of a jadge bount by his official nath to sus-
 taln the : ‘of thve Constirution and
the law: “The prisoner must be romaznd-
ed.” The action ot the leading officlals of
the party whioh was so clearly and forcibiy
1 ‘by the y ia convention as-
sembled, was not in the lineof the true idea
of Siate rights: as taught by Jeffarson and
Madlson, and as understood and believed
in by the Democratic party. but it was an
effort.to I.nfn practical opération the
sceesslon and nollification ldeas of the ex-
trq'ghts of the South. .And now, gentlemen
of the Radical party, If there is any thing
more wanted by you to show where your
rﬂy gtond up to the year 1360, let us trans-
ronrselves to that Immense meeting of
the Radicals of the Reserve, which con-
vened at the city of Cleveland in May, 1859,
for the urmol showing their miliyna-
lﬂ&' relsion referred to of the Su-

prems Court of Ohio, and of denouncing
the court and the Government of the
Uoited Btates in_general. and the fugitive
slave act in_particular. The meeting was
presided over by Hou. R. P. Spnulding,
who is now following the behests of Thad-
déus Stevens, témporarily, and by Joshus
R. Giddingsy whose body now “lies moul-
dering in the grave, ou:um.-i foul s
-nmhjg Z -on". permancotly. - [mmense
delegutions from Achtabula, Loraln and
other rluel whera the: heresy of Suite
rightais now bitterly denounced, were in
attendance. The meeting was addressed
by Chiet Jastice, then Governor, Chase,
Columbus Delano, -Judge D. K. Cartter,
Judge Hitehcock and others, all of whom
are to-day opposed to the Democratic
rty and are in full communion with the
adical party. Governor Chase, in his re-
marks, said: *“If the proccss for the re-
lense of any prisoner should issue from the
courts of the State, he was free to say that
as long a8 Ohlo was a sovereign State that
process should be execuled. He was In fuvor
of reciprocity, but If the State conrt izgzued
papers and process, the Federal conrt must
show the same deference to the State eourt
that was at other tines shown to the Fed-
eralcourt. ® = His deliberate judgment
was that no person could be scized and
captured while he was a citizen of any
soverign State under the Constitution of
the Uwmited Srates.” In the declartion
which was adopted aRmidst the greatest en-
thusiasm. the first Kentacky resoluation is
set out verbatim and it is also asserted.
“That in the opinion of thiz gssembly, an
amendment of the Federal Judiclary sys-
tem is indispensably necessary, 80 that the
sovereignty of the States may be respect-
ed, and that individuals may be guard-
ed from, oppression. Every living mem-
ber of that conveution ii to.day in full
sympathy with the Radical party, and
many of them have been repeatedly endors-
ed by belug elevated to important offices in
the Gdvernment. and one of them sirting
to-dny as Chlef Justice of the Federal Ju-
sdiciary. is the main reliance of the majori-
ty In Congress In the effort to overturow
and subvert the sovereignuty of the States.

This new light upon tha doctrine of State
rights was not obtained by the Radical
party, indéed, until after the Chicago Con-
vention ut 1860. fur in the platiorin of that
Convention, und upon which Mr. Lincoln
was first elected President, it is declared:
“That the maintenance inviolate of the
rights ot the States, and cspeecially the
right of each Stute to order and control its
own tomestic institutions according to its
own judgment exclusively, is essential ‘to
that balance of power on which the per-
fection and endurance of cur political fab-
ric depends.” Noone at all famniliar with
the history of the_ Abolition party can
doubt where it stood up to 1360, and if the
doetrine of State rights is the mother of
all onr woes, as the gentlemun asserts, [
would advize him to be more careful In the
future of anathematizing the South, and
look to the leaders of his own party tor
men equdlly as deserving in thisd regard of
hi: denunetations.

Cutil the war commenced the Abolition
party expected to work out their designs
throngh the agency of this doectrine of
Jeflerson, and all its leaders were wont to
claim him as their great apostle and teach-
er. I rejoice that to-day the name of Jef-
ferson is not used so much for base pur-
poses as it once wus, and that no one has
the hardihood to cite him as authority for
the go-called reconstruction acts of thia
Congress, and that trom such disgrace all
the futheras of the republi: are saved.

But we are told that the doctrine of
State rights Is the doctrine of secession,
and the Desmocratic party are charged as
heing the adyocates of secession. 1 den
it. The doctrine of secession 1s not dedu-
cible from the resolutions of 1793 by any
fair construction, and the authors of those
resolutionsy who are much betterqaalied
to interptet their meaning than any other
man ean be, direstly discarded aony such
interpretation.

The doetrine of the Democratic party
wis clenrly and foreibly expressed in the
Convention wlich framed the Copstitution
of the United States when the gaestion ol
the proper mode of ratification of that in-
firument was under consideration, by Mr.
Mudisqn, who urged that it shoulid be sub-
mitted to Converntions, in the several States
ot the contederation, elected by the people
for that purpose, and not to the Les{isl(-
tures of the several Staw s, for in the torm-
er case it would be a Consticution of the
people, and either the Statesor the General
Government violating the provisions of
that Coustitutlon 8 act would be wvold.
while in the Iatter case the instrumert
would become & mere compact between
two sovereignties, and either party violat-
Ing the terms of the compact the other
wauld be released from the oblizations ot
the game. The views ot Madison were
adopted by the Convention, the Conttitn-
tion wassubmitted to the people in the sev-
eral States and ratitied by them, and the
Democratic doctrine has always been that
no State could sever its relations to the
General Government except by revolution.
And this was the settled doctrine of all
parties at the commencement of the rebel-

on.

Mr, LEE—Will the gentleman permit me
to read an'abstract from one of Madison's
Esaays 1 the Federalist?

Mr. FOLLETT—Certainly sir.

Mr. LEE reads—* Suppose, for s moment
that th= supremacy of the State Constitu-
tions have n lelt complete by a saving
clause in their favor. = = & » T,
world wonld have seen for the first time, a
svetem of governmeunt tounded on an in-
vasion of the fonddsmental prineiples of all
governments; it would have seen the au-
thority of the whole society everywhere
subordinate to the authority of the parts;
it would have seen a monster in which the
head was under the direction of the mem-
bers.”

Mr. FOLLETT—I have esaid nothing in
eontravention of the deetrine of Madison,
a8 set forth in what the gentleman has
read. Madison was always consistent with
himsell, whether advocating the resolu-
tions of 1798 or writing for the Federalise.
The difficalty is not with Madison, but witn
the gentleman and iz party triends, in nog
being able to understand how it I8 poisible
that the General Government should be
supremse in the exercise ol the powers del-
egated to It by the Constitution, without a
like supremacy in the exercige of all pow.
ers. Let me remind my Radical Iriends
that “the powers uot delegated to the Uni-
ted Stuves by the Constitution, nor prohib-
ited by it to the States, are reserved to the
States regpectively, or to the people,” wnd
that while the General Government is goy.
ereign in the exercise of the powers dele-
gated to it by the Constitution, the States
or the people sre soverelgo in the exercise
of the wers net thuis delegated. and
where: disputes arise between these two
sovereigoties as to whether a power sought
to be exercised by either is delegated or
nof, there being no common arbiter, easl
party must judge for itself of the mode
aud neasure of redress, but in seeking re.
dress neither party basa right, exeeptas g
revolutionary right, to destroy the exist-
ence of the other, or in any manner to jm-
pede or hinder the exercvise of powers not
dispnted, or to do anythiog farther than tc
assert Its right T _the exercise of
the disputed power. No greater power
than this was eclaimed by
at the beginning of the war, nor lndeed by
the most ultra Hadleal until the war had
closed. After the first battle of Bull Run,
when soldiers were n und in order to
£¢% them' It became necessary to declare
the policy upou which the war was to be
foughe, gress by & vote almost unani-
mous In both branches dedlared, **that this
war is not waged; upon our part; in Eny

'y

gress | [ yegard

spirit of oppression, nor for any purpose ol
conquest or subjugation, nor purpose of
overthrowing or interfering with the rights
or. established Institutions of those States,
bt to defend and maintain the supremacy
of the Constitution, and to preserve the
Unlon with all the dignity, equality and
rights of the several States, unimpaired ;
that as soori na these objects are accom-
lished, the war ought to cease.” Afterthe
larattonof-this policy our gallant young
men, without regard to party, under the
lmpendlna‘l call of the President for five
hundred thousand men, rushed to head-
guarters fn sueh numbers that it becams
necessary to stop enllstments, as they conld
noi be provided for and H%Il:jiped When,
howeyer, the real policy ot the Radicals in
thé prosecution o &m;mhm-
owed In the “ema n on'' n
further eall for troops could be tHled ex-
cept under the stimulus ot an impending
dratt and enormons local bounties. How
many men, think you, wounld have willingly
taken up arms at the call of the President
in 1861 if Congress had then declared what
tbe Radical Congress of to-day say was the
pollcy of the war? That this war is
waged, upon our part, ia the spirit of op-
pression, and for the purposs of conquest
and subjugation, and for the purpose of
overthrowing and destroying the rights
and established institucions of those States,
to detend and maintain absolute supremacy
in the Genpernl Government in all mat-
ters, whatsoever, regardless ot the Con-
stitution, and to destroy ' the Unlon as
well as  the dlmd"_qmluy and
rightsof the several States, and that after
the war ceases those States .should be sub-
jected to the absolute control of military
dictatorship until the people thereof ac-
quiesce quietly .and humbly in the full ac+
complishment of the foregoing purposes,
until the white race meekly submit to the
domination of the negroes under the wise
and humane direction of Radical leaders,
and until perpetual power can be ses
cured to the Kadical party. Had such a
policy been deelared in 1861, I sssure gen-
tlemen that men of all parties in this coun-
try would not have rashed to the front at
the eall of the Preeident. Had the people
then supposed that under the pretext of
saving the Ualon the last vestige of Con-
stitutional liberty was to be destroved, or
the attempt made so to do, it {s not diffleuls
to determine what would have been their
course. The party now in power bas evér
been a party of false pretenses; the wine
upon which it has favited the people tw
regale thewmselves has ever been mixed
with polson, and to-day it sits upon the
Republic like a vampire, with its fanga
fastened opon the throat of the vietim,
while with its wings stirring up those gen-
tle breezes which toster continaed repose.

To me It is amuasing to hear genilemen
upon this foor talk about peace Demoerars.
when there are here representatives of
almost every arm of the service voting and
ucting steadily nnd counsistent!y with cthe
Democratic party; men who went into the
service at the beginningof the war both as
officera and privates, and remaioed until
its elose ; men who have often atood in the
thickest of the fight, and where the whistle
of rebel bullets wouid have paralyzud with
fear the coward hearts of thoze men who
pow cail them peace Democrats. And
when upon this flooror ¢lsewhere I hear
the term pesce Democrat used by ‘men
/whose only serviee in the field was in the
capacity ot coufiscators of cotion and other
valunble commodities, and who never
smelled rebel powder after it had been
burned unless wafted to them *on the
wings of the wind,” while they were crip-
pling the energies and resources of the
rebels by picking up cotton and such other
valnable and neediul articles as they could
safely take, itis vo me disgustingly amusing.

Tue gentleman asks if we indorse Presi-
dent Johnson's recosstruction policy. I
can assure him for one I do not, and never
did ; but the gentleman cannot say 0 much
tor his party in Ohio. In the platform of
the party in 1865, adopted Ly the State
Convention on the 21st of June, after Mr.
Johnson had fully developed his recon-
struction poliey in proclamations issued
previods to that time to fonr of the States
then lately in rebellion, the following is
the second resolution:

“That President Andrew Johnson, by his
anwavering devotion to the Union,through
years of severest trial, has won our highest
conlidence ; that we cheerfully indorse the
policy ot his administration, looking to the
restoration of peace and civil order in the
so-called seceded States; and that as Union
men ol Ohin, we will give him our hearty
sod oodivided supgmrr.”

And I have no doubt but that at the
time the Union party ot Olilo so fully in-
dorsed Mr. Johnsoo and his reconstruction
poliey, that indorsement reflected the hon-
est & ntiment of the party, Thaddeuns Ste-

¥ | vens had not then been heard from. and

when in his speech of December, 1865, he
demonstrated that if the Southern States
were permitted to exercise their constitu-
tional rights, the rights which he frankly
admits they are entitled to under the Con-
stitutlon, they with the namber of
Copperheads that wounld at any or-
dinary time be elected from the North
would have the power In this eountry,
and thus the great Union party lose its
control of the Government, & new recon-
struction policy was adopted having for its
idea Negro Suffrage and Negro Equality,
an Llea which formed no partof the Pres-
ident's policy; and in 1888, this same party
denounced the President asa traitor for
adhering to that policy which they cheer-
tully endorsed in 1885. But President
Johnson owes no thanks to me nor to the
Dmocratic party for the position he*holds.
Wa did all in our power to prevent yon
from elevating to that regponsible position
& wan you now say is a traitor. We pre-
sented to the people in his stead one of
Ohio’s own most worthy sons, as purea
patriot and as true & man as ever breathed
the air of Heaven. If you have imposed
& traitor upon & trusting people once, and
to do so went out of the States of the
Union and into conguered provinces to find
him, in express violstion ot the Constitu-
tion, how can you have the hardi-
hood ever - aguin to ask the people
to trust you? Bat we of the Dem-
ocratic party have become so accuns-
tomed to being called traitors by you of the
opposition that we have come to regard
the maa to whom you apply the term as one
who in the daysof Washington and Jeffer-
son would have been called a patriot, and
who in fact a sineere lover of his country,
and such & man will always find true frieuds
in the Democratic party, and when he is
right and biz acts in sccordance with the
provisions of the constitution, will always
have our support. Ido not endorse any
liey of reconstruction; I do not believe we
ave, under the Coastitution, anything to
reconstruct. I deny thatour magnificent
governmental structure composed of equel,
independent, sovereign Stateg, cemented
tovether by the Constitution, has ever been
torn down or destroyed.
Mr. LEE—Does the gentleman endorse
the Democratie platform of this year?
Mr. FOLLET‘.‘l‘—l do, slr, most cordial-
ly ; but as, like all Democratic platforms,
it spraks for for itself, I shall not
stop to comment upon it. The Suathern
States were nuver out of the Union. Their
ordinances of secession conld not take
them out. The grest mass of Southern
statesmen themselves claimed no constitu-
tional right to withdraw trom the Union,
and placed themselves solely upon the rev-
olutionary right. And if, as is almost uni-
versally conceded by all parties in tuis
country, the Consgtitution nowhere, either
expressly or by implication, recognizes the
right of secession, upon what theory could
the frumers ot that instrument huve con-
tenplated the existence of a state of facts
meking necessary a provision for recon-
struction? The right of secession and the
right of reconstruction must stand or fall
together under the Constitution, or that
instrument is most imperfect to subserve
the purposes for which it was Jesigned —
To admic that the right of secea-
sion exists separately 13 to admit
that the Union ot these Btates 15 sim-
bly coexistent with the attachment thereto
of each of the several States, and is liable
to fall to pieces whenever any of the States
so wills. To admitthat the right of recon—
struction exists separately, is to admit that
the States are the creatures of the General
Gavernment; and are'linble at any time to
be altered, modified, or destroyed in- their
organic chaiacter when Congress so wills.
beth pretensions as monstrous and
alike dangerous and destructive of our
besutiful and perfect system of govern-
ment, in which the Geoeral Government
aud the States, in the expressive language
of Jeflerson, coastituie cg-ordinate depart-
ments of one single and integral whole;
the one having the power of legislation and

admintstration in: affalrs which concern

their own citizens only, the other whatever

concerus foreigners or citizens of other
States. But it these States are out, when
did they get out, except by virtus of their
ordmances of secession? And if they were
effectual for that purpose, by what
right did the Government wage war
upon those States, since they would
have been in that cuse forelgn powers with
whom we had no treaties to yviolate, and
with whom we itively refused to enter
into_treaties. If those States were out of
the. Unlon every drop of blood and every
dollar of treasure sacrificed in the prosecu-
tiod of the war was wantonly and ruth-
lessly sacrificed, and 300,000 bleeding, mur-
dered vietims would rise up in jndgment to
condemn us. The General Government

‘has no power under the Constitution to

wige & war of conquest, nor to acquire or
hold ferritory as conguered territory. Such
an assnmption is in direct conflict with the
genius of our institutiong and destructive
of free government. If those States sre
out, #aod were not taken out by their ordi-
nances of sceession, they must have fought
themselves out, and this can only bedune
by suceessfnl revolgtion,

The real dezign, however, of all Congres-
sional reconstruction acts 13 negro suffrage
aod negro supremacy, and wa are gravely
told by those who claim any constitutional
validity for those acts, that the constitu-
tional right is derived from the provision
that “Tue United States shall guaranty to
every Stste in this Unlon a republioan
form of Government,” and that such form
ol government cannot exist where the
right of suflrage is denled to any portion
ol the people. If such assnmption be cor~
rect, Ohlo has not a re ublﬂ:an form of

vernment, and at the Iast election,

y 50000 majority, refused to adopt
a republican form of government
and Iy liable at any time to
be plsced under military rule until such
time as negro_ political equality shall be
engrafted upon her Coustitution. Asa rep-
resentative uj.on this floor ot this noble
Stute, bound by my oath of office to sup-
port the Constitution of this State, and to
the faithful discharge of my duties as such
represeutative, I protest against any such
abzurd, such  monstrous Assumption
of constitutional power, and let us who
have now Intrnsted to us the guardianship
of the rights, wno are the representatives
ol the sovereignty of this great and proud
State, join the sovereign volee of Ohlo with
that ot the immense mujority of her citi-
zens, in ealling upon our Senatorsand Rep-
resentatives in Congress to protest against
80 fatal and destructive an assumption ot
power. But Mr. Stevens, to whose tender
care has been intrusted the keeping of the
Radical conscience, frankly admits that

Congress has no constitutional right to|d

pasg these reconstruction acts, that the
are acting outside of the Constitution for
the purpose of retaining power and of
compelling political negro eqality in thoze
States. Kuowling, as [ do, the powerful
iutluence of personal and family relations,
1 am not surprised at Mr. Stevens' course;
but 1 confess £ am astonished thag so many
men can be lound, wno are not so pecu-
liarly circumstaneed, to follow him in his
destractive measures. . It Is thme for us to
pause and cousider whither we are dritting,
when we are ready to indorse the acts of a
Congress composed of men who, after hay-
ing sworn w support the Constitu-
tion, are willing * not ouly to vio-
late  that oath, but are ready to
bresk down each of the other co-or-
dinate departments of the government in
order to eifectuate thelr unconstitutionsl
il desiructive purposes. ‘These recon-
struction acts are more revolutionary in
taeir character and tendency than any act
ot any of thesg-called seceeded States, and
if the people are true to themselves they
will with greater unanimity than in 1861
ruzh to the gefense of those Institutions
Which they have reserved as the most pre-
clous inlierigance ot the past, and the ricti-
est lagacy they can bequeath to coming
Zenerations, Already the usurped power
of Cougress has been fatal to ten States,
has purslyzed and almost entirely deprived
of power one arm of the government, and
now seeks to bring within its hated grasp
the other and only remaining check upon
the carrying into effect of their past or
future usurpative acts. A free, untram-
meled, iIndependent judiclary is the greatest
sate guard of constitutional liberty, and it
is not a_matter of wonder that even intel-
ligent Radicals stand amazed at this latest
effort of Congress. This blow aimed at the
Judiciary noone can doubt originates in
the consciensness that an intelligent court
can not fail at the tirst opportunity to de-
cide the reconstruction acts unconstitu-
tional, and is proof conclusive chat
the Radieal leaders in Congress know
that those aeta have no  consti-
tutional basis npon which to rest. It isan
effort to ‘sustain usnrpation by further
usarpation, to enhance the prerogatives of
Congress by the assumption of the preroy-
atives of the Judiciary, us hasalready been
done of the Executive, and in defiance of
constitutional restraints, to consummnie
thelr nefarious designs. Languige would
fail to portray properly such a scheme.—
Bit Lsee by a4 extract from & Republican

aper, whieh I hold in my hand, that the
Vushington correspoudent, altér charsc-
terizing in fitting terms the acts now pend-
ing in Congress, against which we protest
in these resolutions, suggests the idea that
Thad. Stevens is only joking, and I would
advise my Ruadicsl friends tv beware how
they vote bufore they hear from Stevens.
After they have heard from him, if he is
found to be in earnest, of course we expect
¥you to vo'e as he directs,

Mr. SCOT I'yof Warren—It this isonly a
joke, what danger is there ?

Mr. FOLLOI'T—I am always alarmed
when 1 tind Stevens joking, as mueh so as
were the Romuns when Nero was in a jocu-
lar mood, and their jokes are alike futal to
the victim at whuich they are aimed. I
huve often been astonished at the eagerness
of the Radical party. and of Congress; to
obey his Imperious behests. When he
takes his African dulcinea to his heart,
and feels* his bosom glow with love,” the
great heart of the Radieal party i3 sweetly
drawn to the whole African race; when he
declares there is nothing so delicions as the
scent of Afriean musk, the whole party ex-
claim, Oh: how sweet; when his soul is
seton fire with hate towards those who
will not admit that the Negro is their equal,
the whole party have been eager to joln
him in his malignant tirades. And now,
when he proposes to perpetrate another of
his jokes upon the Constitution, [ do most
solemnly protest against it.

Mr. LEE—Will the gentleman tell us
under what provision of the Constitution
he claims the acts now pending in Con-

ress to be unconstitutionnl 2

Mr. FOLLETT—Under Article B8, See-
tion 20

But will the gentleman tell me under
what provision ol the Coustitution he
cluims that either the ncta now pending in
Congress or any of the so-called recon-
struetion aets are unconstitutional ?

Mr. LEE—Yes, sir. **The Congress shall
have power to make all laws which shall
be pecessary und proper for earrying into
execution the foregoing powers, and all
other powers vested by thia Constitution o
thie Government of the United States, or in
any department or officer thereol,”

Mr. FOLLETT—Does the gentleman
claim thut under the power to carry into
execution Congress may impele the exer-
cise of or entirely take nway the powers
vested by the Constitution in any depart-
meuntor oflicer of the Goveroment? Strange
indeed would be such an interpretation.
The three departmenta of the Government,-
legislative, executive and judiciul, have
each peculiar functions, and esch acting in
its legitimate sphere is supreme. Under
the Constitution Congress has no more
right to say to the Supreme Court you shall
not declare ourenactments unconstitution-
al, than the Supreme Court has to say to
Congress you sball not enact laws. Our
eystum of government is complete and per

fect, each department is desigued to
check the proper and unconstitutionsl
exercise of power by the others, and
the. people should _jeslously guard

ecach from being trenched upon by the
others. Congress, it Is true, Is the depart-
ment of the Government most directly and
lmmediutely responsible co the people, bot
the tramers of our coustitutional system
were aware of the fact that the people may

. be temporarily led astray by J"“’ on, gud
ema

by the arts and practices of gues,
wisely provided that * the judic) pPOWer
shall extend to all cases. in luw and equity,
arising under the Constitution, the laws of
the Uunited States.” ladeed, the judiciary
is the conserving department of the Goy-
ernment, the members of the Court hold
thelr office for lite and are presumed to be
entirely removed frons all t.ﬁu iufluences o1
passion and prejudice, which too orten con-
trol the people. It ia'the only power that
can protect the minority from the aggres-

slons of the majority. And tarther. the |
term court, as used in the Canstitution, s |
nsed in the sense in which the term had
been previously underatood, with the pow-
er verting in the majoricy to pronounce it
decisions, aud this power was never ealled
in question until now by this Radical Con-
gress, acting upon the bellef that thre
members of that court may be found wil

ling t» tle the hands ot the court in sny
attempt to check the enforcement of
their unconstitutional enactments, Soon
after the ~war began. the num-
ber of the Judges of the Court was in
creased, in the belief that thereby partisa:
purposes would be best subserved, Afrer

wards, some of the old Judges havin;

died, and believing that others must suor

follow, and thereby 4 majority of thos

belleved to ba Radical would be left. the

number of Judges was diminished. Judge
Field is reported hy a newspaper to have
sald what every J udre ol the Court who
lias any respect for him=elf mustsay, If he
says anything upon the subject, that the
reconstruction scts are uncounstitutional,
and immediately Congress appolnts's com-
mittee ol Investigation with a view of im-
peaching him. Ino Heaven's name, when
will Congress have done with playing foot-
ball with theé Constitution and the rights
ot the co-ordinate branches of the Govern-
ment, of the States. and of the people ?

Mr. LEE-—Hass the Supreme Court the
rl‘ght.. by Its decisions, to nullify the aet
of Congress?

Mr. FOLLETT--Most certainly it has
That is one of the powers conlerred upot
that court by the Constitution, and It Ias
8ower which no other department of the |

overnment has a right to take away or
impede.

Mr. SCOTT, of Warren—If the Supreme
Court can nullify acts of Congress by de-
claring them unconstitutional, suppose
that at the beginning of the war the Court
had decided all the laws of Congress nn-
constitntional, whet would have n the
remedy? Would Coogress have been
bound by such decizion ?

Mr. FOLLETT—'he case pnt is not a |
suppnsable, because it is not a possible case. |
The Supreme Court has no power to pas
upon the constitutionality of any act o
Congress except as it arises In a ense pro-
perly before It for declsion, and no ess
could arise involving the constitutionality
ol all the acts of Congress. But if such 1
case could arise, nnd the Supreme Cour
should have decided whether at the begin
ning of the war or at any other tim:
that all the acts of Congress were unoon
stitutional, the only remedy would be for
Congress to pass Liws in accordance wit!
the Constitution. or by disregarding the |
ecisions of the Court fnaugurate revoln

¥ | tions, . Thua itis written in the great char

ter of our liberties, and it behuoves ever)
lover ot freedom and of his country, t
protest, not only with his volee and witl
his vote, but with hiz own strong rig't
urn, if need be. against any attempt to take
away [rom the Supreme Court those pow
ers 80 eacredly conferred upon . The
last hiope for the pesceable preservation of
constitutional rights and freedom in thi-
country Is in thut Court, and if we suffer it
to bestricken down, anarchy, night am
chaos will sit where once was the beautl-
ful shrine of the Goddess of Liberty.

But the crowning act of thisdark dram
iz the artempt to transfer the governmen’
of ten s ates of this Uaion into the hand. |
of & military dictator, vested with powers |
more absolute than those now exegcised by
the Czar of Russla, responsible to no one
tor his acts, and the armies of the United
States pliced under his control to enforce
his imperlons behests. It i8 an attempt to
establizsh military despotism in the heart of
& free country, Freedom and despotism
cannot exist together. One or the other
must go down. But il you suffer the hee}
ol the tyrant to be onee placed upon the
necks ol the people you will struggle in
vain to eseape his power. If we sufter these
ten States to be subjectedd now to military
despotism the day is not far distant when
Ohio, too, will be eompelled to hend her
neck to the yoke. This is nota question
affecting simply the rights of those ten
States, but of the rights of ail the States.
of your rights and my rights. Sueh a
measure one short year ago could not have
tound an advocate on this floor, and to me
it is a matter of profonnd surprise and re-
gret that the Radical hosts ean be made by
their leaders the woak Instruments of their
own destruction, to press the knife aimed
al their own hearts, and to kiss the hand
thas throttles their own liberties.

It is songzht to justify these usurpations
of Congriss as the meansof protecting the
rights of the Bouthern Statea and of the
citizens of those States. The protection
Onngress offers is certainly “such protee-
tion 88 vultures give to lamh —cavering
and devouring them.” Give to those States
the rights guaranteed to them by the Con-
stizution, and they will ask at your hgnds
no further protection. Give to them those
rights, and misery, want and searvation,
whose grim visages are seen throughout
all their borders, will soon be banishet
thence, and peace, happiness and abundant
prozperity will goon smile not only upon
those States, but our entire country.

But the gentlemun boasts of the mag={
nanimity of the Government in not hang-
ing all tue rebela. Will he refer to a slo-
¢le instance in which the Government has |
spared the lile of any one convicted of
treuson in accordance with the provisions
of the Constitution ? But if tiis were trae,
the magonanimity of the Government. as it
has been exhibited, is of the same charuc-
ter with that exhibited by 8 heathen mon- |
arch, who spares the lives of his eaptives
that he may glut his appetite for savave L
ferocity upon their liviog tortures. To 4
native, free born American, whose love of
liberty liss been nourished and fostered by
onr free institutions, death is far prefera-
ble to huwmiliation, degradation, and the
luss of that sacred heritage of freemen lefc
him by the tathers; and the a‘temot to sub-
jece him to the domi.fon of bis formey
slaves, degraded and brutal as we all knov
them to be, is the very essence of eruelt) |
which could have been extracted only |
from the beart of a modern Radieal.—
Would that the acts of the Government
in relation to those Siates at the
close of the war had been characterized by
that magnanimity and generosity which

ought ever to charanteriza a free, en-§,

lightened christ!an neople, for then the
Union of thes: States would have been in-
separable. “Tl'ey to whom much Is forgiv=
en, love mueh,” is e declaration ot “Him
who spake as never man spoke,” Few
men could be found in this evuntry to ad-
vocate the policy of giving to the Negro
in the South just relme(! from slavery,
with all his ignorance and degradation,
the elective frunchise, were It not for the
indulgence of the hope that they can be
used by designing men a8 justruments for
the perpetuation of party power. Congress,:
in violation of the Constitution, seeks to
invest them with the only peaceable weap-
on left to the people, expeeting them to
use it in aiding thew io fartherviolutions.
But let Congress beware lest the gal-
lows it prepares for others, become
the instrument of its own destruc-
tion, lest its disregard of the plain provis-
ions ot the Constitution become a precedenr
for others to follow. [ trust there is still
vitality, energy, power enough left in that
old instrument Lo carry as peaceably and
safely through this fiery ordeal. Let us
unroll that great charter of our lberths |
and, planting our feet tirmly upon it, swea
to uphold, waintain and defend it 1rom al
assanlts; come they whenee they may. Ly
us first try the efficacy of prowstations ant
prayers; but il these prove unavalling, i
ull peaceable means f-1l'and the crizig mus
comey let us meet it like men, aver read:
to vindicate our liberties with our lives.—
In such an eveut, may God encourage ou
hearts and strengthen our arme, and ¢nable '
us to hand over this priceless tressure Lo/
the geueratiou following us, pure and spot.
less as we received it from the futhers.
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No- 95 Maiden Lane,
New York, Dec. 14, 1867,

In my Card of Nov, 1, 1867, Istated that,
“for the purpose of more fully supply-
Ing the wants of the public, and in
orider to prevent nnserupulons deale ors
from palming off inforfor and werth-
lens goods as the Morton Gold Pens, X
shall heroarfter sell no goods at whole-
sale except only to duly sppointed and
authorized Agonts,” ete. To this plan
I have since strictly adhered. -

In acoepting Agents, great care has been
exercised to appoint those who, by long-
continued fair dealing, hawve aoquired
reputation for honesty, responsibifity. and
probity—men in whose ward “se publie
have learned to place confidesce. Theas
Agents have agreed to keep n full sssort-
ment of my pens, and to sell them at my
published prices. Thus the public srs sup-
plied by them with just such pens as they
want, either as to writing or price, and got
a full equivalent for the money paid. L

No agent is appointed to travel from
place to place, or canvass the country,
so that all who want a Morton Gold Pea
must get it from the Lotal Agent or from

None need apply for the Agency sxoept -
in conformity to the above, the liberal dis-
count * To Olubs" being M ;
ment to all others. A m
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