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SPEBOE
o
HON . L. VALLANDIGHAN.

oF ollio,
In the House of .ﬂ'q:ﬁllh‘un. January 14,

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. My, Speaker.
inflorsed st the recent elestion wilm the
same district for which [ still bold & seaton
this floor, by a nnjnr!t{ four tlmes greater
than ever bofore, | speak 1o day in the pame
and by the authoritv of the people who, for
six years, have intrusted me with the office
of Represemiative. Loval, in the true and
highest senve of the word, to the Constitu
tion and the Union, they have proved them
selves dovotedly attached to and worthy of
the liberties to secure which the Constit-
tidn and the Unien were established.  With
candor and {reedom, there‘ore, s their Rep
resentative, and much inness of speech,
but with the dignity and dereney due to this
presence, | propose to consider the sTare o¥
T UNiox to-day, and to joquire what the
duty is of every public manand every citizen
in this the very crisis of the Grest Revolu-
tion,

It ia now two years, sir, since Congress
sssembled scon alter the Presidential elecs
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| was demanded, Lay down your arms, Sue

for the mastary st home.

On the 4th of July Congress met, rot to
sevk peace) not to rebuke usurpation nor to
restrain ; not certainly to deliberate;
not even o legislate, but to rand rat
ity the ll(:bu and acts of the ti;l.. ndr
in your , mir, the first day o
the session, to mvoke ?::lurul baptism of
fire and blood amid the roar of cannon and
the din of battle, Fres ospeech was bad
only ot the risk of & prison} possibly of lite.
Oppos:tivn was sileiced by the flerce clamor
ol “disloyalty.” All business vot of War was
voted out of order. Five hondred thousand
men, an immense psvy, hond two hondred
and fifty milliong of motiey wers speedily
granted. In Lwently, at most in-sixty days,
the rebellion was to be croshed ont, To
doubt it was treason. Abject submission

or peace, surrender your leaders—forfeiture,
death—this was the only language heard on
this floor. The galleries responded; the cor-
ridors echoed; and contraclors and placemen
and other venal patriots every where gnash-
ed upon the ffiends ot peace a3 they passed
by, In five weeks seventy eight public and
private acts and joint resolutions, in the Ben-
ate and Louse, quite as numerus, all full of
slaughter, were hurried through without de-
Iny and almost without debtate.

Thus was civin wan insogurated in A-

tion. A sectiooal anti-rlavery par'y: had
then just succeeded through the forms of
the Constitution. For the first time & Pres:
ident bad been chosen upon a platform of |
avowed hostility to an institution peculiar to
nearly one-balf the States of the Union,
and who had himsell proclaimed that there |
was an irrepressible conflict bocavse of that
institution between the Stutes; and that the
Upion could not endure *'part slave and part
free.”” Congress wet, theréfore, in the midst
of the prooundest agitation, not bers only
but throughout the entire South., Revola-
tion glared upon us,  Hepeated effurts for
conciliation and eompromise were atiempted
in Congress and out of it. All were rejected
Hy the party just coming into power, exoept
ooly the prowise in the last hours of the
sessiom, and that, too, sgainst the consent of
a majority of that party both in the Benale
and House; that Covgresa—mnot the Kxecu

tive—should never be authorized to abol sh
or interfere with slavery mn the States where
it existed. Homh Carolina seceded; Georgin,
Alabama, Fluride, Mississippi, Louivians,
a:d Texns speedily lollowed, Ths confed-
erate government wue estnblished. The oth

er sluve States beld back. Virginia demand

ed & peace congrese.  The commisgioners
met, snd, alter some titwe, agreed upon terms
of fAnal sdjustment.  Buat reither in the
Benate nor ihe louse were they allowed
even o respectiul considergtion.  The Tresi

dent elect Jeft his home in Febroary, and
j wrneying towards this caplial, jesting as he
came; proclaiming that the crisis was arti-
ficial and that “‘nobody was hurt,”  lleen

tered this eity under cover of night aud
disguiva. On the 4th of March he was in-
augurated, surrounded by soldiery; aud,
awearing (o support the Constitution of the
Uunited states, annunnced in the same breath

Jaw unto him, From that moment all hope
of peaceable adjustment fled. But for s lit-
tie while, sither with unsteadinst sincerity
‘or in premeditated deceit, the policy of peace
was procleimed, even to the evacuation of
Bumpter and the other federal forts and ars
renals in the seceded Btates. Why that pol
iry was suddenly sbaudoned, time will fully
disclosa. Dut just alter the spring elections
and the secrot moeting in this city ol the
Governois of several northern and weslern
Htates, o floet carrying s large pomber of
men was sent down ostensibly to piovision
Fort Sumpter. The authorities o1 South
Carolina eagerly neospted the challenge, and
wombarded the fort into surrender, winle the
fleet fired not a guo, bat, just as soon as the
flag was struck, bore nway and returned to
the North. It was Sundesy, the 14th of
A;»r]l, 180613 and that dsy the President, in
fatal baste mnd without the advice or consent
wof Congress, issued his proclmmation, dated
the next day, calling out seventy five thou-
sapd militia for three months, to repossess
the lor's, places, and property seized Irom
thie Udited States, and commanding the in
surgents 1o disperse in 1wenty days. Again
the glﬂ'ﬂ taken up by the Bouth, and
thus the flames of a civil war, the grandest,
bloodiest, and smidest in history, hghted op
the whole heavens. Vir{lnh forthwith se
ceded. North Carolina, T'ennessee, and Ar
oikas followed; Delaware, Maryland, Ken-
tigky snd Missouri were in a binze of sgita
tion, and within a week from the proclsma
tion, the I'ne of the Con lederate Biates was
tanslerred trom the couton Bustes to the
Potomae, and almost to the Ohio and the
Missouri, and their population and fighting
wmen doub ed.

In the North, and West, too, the storm
raged with the fury of a burricane,  Never
in history was anything equal w0 it.  Men,
women, and childien, npative snd foreign
born, Church and Bia.e, elergy and Inyman,
were all swept along with the current. Dis
tinction of age, Bex, 8 ation, party perished in
an instant. Thousands bent before the
tempest; and here and thero orly was
one found bold enough, loolhardy enough it
may have been, 10 bend pot, and him it smote
fell as & consuming fire. The spirit o1 per
sécution lor opinion's sake, slmost ex inct in
the Old World, now, by some mysterivus
transwigration, sppeared incarvate in  the
New, Bocial relations were dissolved;
friendships broken up; the ties of fawily
and kindred snapped a-sunder, Stripes and

,hanging were every where threatened, some
times executed. Assassination was invoked;
slander sharpened his tooth; lalsehood crush
ed truth to the varth; reason fled; madness
reigned. Not justice only escuped to the
skies, bul peats returned (o the Losom o
God, whenos she came. The guspel of love
perished; hate snt enthroned; and the sacn-
ticed of blood smoked upon every aliar,

But the reign of the mob was inaugara
ted only to be surplanted by the iron dom-
ination of arbitary power. Constitution e
itstion was broken down; habeas corpus lell;
liberty of the press, of spesch, of the person,
of mails, of travel, of one’s awn houss, and
of religion; the right to bear arms, dus pros
onés 01 law, judicial trial, trial by jury, trial
at oll; every badge and mumn:uim fr Ireedom
in republican government or kingly govern
ment—all wngdoﬂ ot & blow; and the
chiof luw officer of the crown—I beg par~
mhwm pow to lall Islo llllﬁ

o Auourney. Genera
firss of all men, proclaimed in The United
States the maxim of Homan servility: What

mm of I::; were then first heard of here.

n arbitrary ar commanced;

travel "was interdioted; m embargoed;

posspoits demanded; basiiles wore introdoe-

od; oalhs inyented; & secrot police
"mm inforwers mulii

now sppearsd in Amerios. —
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uurped by the Exeoutive;and in &

:':u than w? months a land and naval

wen,

meries.  Can any man to day ses the end
of it?

And now pardon me, sir if [ paute here a
moment to deflne my own position at this
time upon this great question.

Sir, 1 am ono of that nomber who have op-
poscd abolitionism, or the political develop-
ment of the anti alavery sentiment of the
North and West, from the beginning. In
school, at college, at the bar, in public assem.
blies, in the Legislature, in Congress, boy an
wan, A8 private citizen and in public life, in
time of peace and in time of war, at all times
and at every sacrifice, [ bave lought against
it, It cost me ten years’ exclusion from flice
anil honor, at that period o life when houors
are sweeivst, No matter: I learned early to
do right and to walt. 8ir, it is but the de-
velopment of the spirit of intermeddling,
whose children are atri‘e and murder. Cain
troubled himself about the saerifices of Abel,
snd #lew him. Most of the wars, conten
tiens, litigativn, and bloodshed, from the be-
ginning of time, have been ita fruits. The
¢pirit of non intervention ia the very spirit of
peace and concord. T do not believe that if
slavery had never existed hore we would
have had no Bectional controversies. ‘This
very eivil war might have happened filty por-
haps a hundred years lster. Other and
stronger cnuses of discontent and ofdisunion,
it may be, have existed between other Stater
and rections, and sre now being developed
every day into mwaturity. The spirit sssums
ed the form of abolitionism becsuse slavery
was odious in name and by association to the
northern mind, and because it was that
which mrst obviously marks the different
civilizations of the two sections. The South
hersglt, in her carly and Jater efforis to rid
hersell of it, had exposed the weak and of
fensive parts ol selavery to the world, Abo-
livin intermeddling taught her at lust to
seareh for apd defund the assuned social, e
conowie, snd poliiical merit and walues of
the institution. Tot there never was an
liour from the beginning when it did not
seem Lo me as clear ag the sun at broad noon
that the sgitation in apy form in the North
and West of the slavery question must scon
er or Iater end in disunion and civil war.—
This wag the opinion and prediction for
years of Whig and Demderatic statesmen
alike: end alter the wnfortunate dissolution
of the Whig party in 1854, and the organi
zation of the present Republican party upon
an exclusively anti glavery and rectional ba
wi#, the event was inevitable; becaure, in the
then cxisting temper of the publie mind,
and after the education through the press
and by the pulpis, the lecture and the polit-
ical canvass for twenty years, of a generation
taught to hate clavery and the Bouth, the
suceess of that party, possessed, as it was,
ol every engine of political, buisiness, social,
and religious influence, was certain, It wan
only a quéstion of time, and short time.—
Buch was its strength, indeed that [ do not
believe that the union of the Democratic par
ty in 1860 on any candidate, even though he
lind been supported a'so by the entire so
called conservative or anti~Lincoln vote of
the country, would have availed to defeat it
and if it had, the success of the abolition
prrty would only have Leen postponed four
years looger. The disease had faytened too
strongly upon the system to be healed unul
it had runiseourse.  The doeirine of the
“irrepessib'e conflict* had been taught too
long sod accepted oo widely and enrnesly
10 die out, until it should eulminute io scces-
sion and disunion; and, il coercion were re-
gorted to, then in civil war, | believed from
the first that it was the purposs of some o
the spostles of that doetrine 1o foree a colli=
sion between the North and the SBouth eith
er to bring aboul a seperstion or to find a
vain but bloody pretext for shulighing rlav
ery in the States. . In any event, I knew, or
thought]l knew, hat the end was coriain cul-
lisiun, and death to the Union

Believing thos, T bave for years past de-
nounced those who taught that doetrine with
all the vehemence, the bitternes-, if you
chovse—1 thought it righteous, a patriotie
bitterness—ol an earnest and impassioned
nacure. Thivking thox, Iiorewarned all who
bulivved the doctring or ‘ollowed the parry
which (aught it, with s sinearity and a depth
of conviction as pro‘ound s ever penctiated
the heart ol man. And when, for eight years
past, over and over again, 1 hiave proeluimed
to the people that the success of a sectional
n ti-slavery party would be the beginning o!
disumion snd civil war in America, 1 belfeved
it. Idid. 1Ihad read bistory, and studied
human hatore, and mediated lor years upon
the character of our instituti.ns and form of
government, avd of the people Bouth as well
as North; and I could not doubs the event.
But the people did not believe me, nor those
older and wiser and greater than I,  They
rejected the pr phecy and stoned the proph
ets. The candidate of the Republican party
was chosen Presideat.  Becession began.—
Civil war was imminent. 1L was no petty
msurrection; no temporary combinstion 10
obstruct the execution of the laws in certain
States; but & REVOLUTION, Bystematic, delib-
erative, dotermined, and with the eongent of
. mfnrity of the people of sach Btate which

. Causeloss a8 it may have been;
wicked it may byve been; but there 1t was;
30t to be raled at, still Joss to be laoghed at,
but to be dealt with by siatesmen as s lnet.
No display ol vigor or force alons, however
sudden or great, culd bave arresied it oven
at the outset. It was disunion at Tast. The
wolf had come. But civil war had not yot
lollu;ul. Inm ddihnt‘:nnd ﬁg}
emn judgment, wan hut one and
masterly mods of d with it,  Noa.
cosrcion wou d avert civil war, and compro
miss orush out both sbolition and secession.
and the ohild would thus both

d [life T found mysell in an immense majority.

doubt that whalever might ba the momen

ever pledges they might make in the midst
ol the lury for the constitution, the Union,
and the flag, yet the natural and inexorable

drive them inlo that policy, and with it to
its final but inevitable result, the change of

e S
influence, I exerted mysell in buhall of the
:Iiu{’nl’ non-cosrcion, It was sdopted by

r. Duchwoan’s Administration, with the
almost unanimous consent of (he Democratio
and constitutional U#:;:m !uh :hnd out
of Congress; and, in ry, with the con-
currence of = -ﬂmv of the Republican
party in the Henate this loua. But
that party, most dissstrously for the rountry,
refused all compromise. How, indeed, could
they any? That which the South
demanded and the Democratic and conser-
vative parties of the North and Weet were
willing to grant, and which alone could avail
to keep the peace and save the Union, im
plied & surrender of the sole vital element of
tho party and its platform—uf the very prin~
ciple, in fact, upon which it had just won
the couiest for the Presidency; not, indeed,
by & majority of the popular vote—the ma-
jority was nearly a million against it—but
under the forma of the Constitution. 8ir,
the crime, the “high erime” of the Hepubli
can party was not 80 much its refusal to
comprunise, as its onigioal erganizaiion upon
a basis and doctrine wholly inconsistent with
the atability of the Constitution and the
pesce of the Union,

But to restme: the session of Congress
expired. The President elect was insugura-
ted, and now, I only the policy ef noh coer~
cion could be maintsined, and war thus s
verted, time would do |ts work in the North
and the South, and final peacesble adjust
ment and revnion be secured.  Some time
in March it was announced that the Presi
dent had resolved to continue the policy of
his ssor, and even o go & step fur-
ther, and evacunte Sumter and the oiher
Federal lorts and areenals in the seceded
States. His own party acquiesced; the whole
country rejoiced. The pelicy of nen coer-
cion had rrinmphed, and for once, &ir, in my

No man then pretended that a Union
founded in consent could be cemented by
farca. Nay, more, the President and the
Secietary of Stare went further, Hmd Mr.
Seward, in on official diplomatic |lstier to
Mr. Adaws:

*For these vensons he {the Prraident] would
not be disposed to reject a cardloal dogma of
theira, [the secessloninta.] namely, that the Fed
eral Government conld not reduce the socoeding
sinles 1o ovedience by eonquest, although he
were dispossd 1o quesiion thet propesition —
Lu tin fact the President wiliing ly aceepis it as
true, Only an imperiol or despotle Govern-
ment onmitl suljugnte thoroughly  disatlecied |
audl [nsarreciionary members of the Siste "V

Pardon me, sir, but I beg to know wheth-
er this conviction of the President and his
Secretary, is not the philosophy of the per-
sistent apd most vigerous effort made by
this Administration, and first of all through
this same Secrotary, the moment wir broke
out nnd ever since till the late elcctions, to
convert the United States into an imporial
or despotic Government? But Mr. Bowaid
adds, and [ agree with him:

“Thia ederal Republican system of ours is,
of all forme of government, the very ono which
is most anfitted tor such a Inbor."

Thws, sir, was on the 10th of April, and
yet that very day the fleat was under sail for
Charleston, The policy of pesce hal been
abandoned. Collision followed; the militia
were ordred out: civil war began,

Now, sir, on the 14th of April, I bolieved
that coercion would bring on war, and war
disunion. More than that, I believe, what
you allin your bearls believe 10 day, that
the Bouth could never be conquered—nev

er. And not that only, but I was satisfied
—and you of the abolition parly have now
proved it to the world—that the secret but
real purpose of the war was to abolish slave-
ry in the Btates, In any event, | did not

tary impulses of those in power, and what

I=gio of revolutions would, swner or Iater,

our present demoaeratical lorm of government
into an imperial despotism,

These were my convictions on the 14th of
April. Had I changed them on tha 15th,
when [ read the President’s proclamation

and become convinoed thal I had been wrong
all my li'e, and Lhat all history was s lable,
and all human nature fulse in ite development
from the beginoing of time, | would have
changed my public conduct also, But my
conviciions did not change. 1 thought that
if war was digunion on the 14th o1 April, it
was equally disunion on the 13th, and at all
tunes, Believing this, I could not ns an
honest man, & Union man and a patriot, lend
an sctive support to the war; and 1 did not,
| bad rather my right arm wore plucked
from its socker, and cust into eternal bLnrps
inge, than with my convictiony, to bave
thus defiled my sonl with the guilt of maor-
al peijury, Sir, I was not tavght in this
sohool wﬁtch proclaims that *“all 13 fairin
polities.” I loathe, abbor, snd detest the
exccrable maxim. | stamp upon it. No
State can endure a single peneration whose
public men practice it. Whoever teaches it
15 8 corrupter of youh. What we most
wanrt in these times, and at all times, is hon

est and “ independent public men., That
man who i dishonest in politics is not hon

est, al heart, in anything; avd sometimes
moral cowardics is dishonesty. Do right;
and trost to God, and U'roth, aud the People
Perish office, perish honors, perish lie itself;
but do the thing that 1 right, and do it like
a man. 1did it. Certainly, sir, I could not
doubt what he must sufler who dare dely
the opinions and the passions, not to say
the madness, ol twenty millions of people —
Hed I not read historg? Did I pot know
human nature? Buot | appenled to True,
and right pobly hath tne Aveng r snswered
ng.

I did not rupport the war; and to day I
blesy God that not the smell of so much as
one drop of its biood is upon my garwepts.—
Sir, I censure no brave man who roshed
patriotically into this war; neither will ]
quarrel with any one, here or elswhere, who
K370 10 1t an honest support. Had their con

victions been mine, 1 wn, would dpubtless
have done as they did. With my convictivns
1 could not,

But I was & Representative. War oxis
ted—by whose et no matter—not mine.—
The President, the Benato, the louss, and
the eountry, all 8aid that thers ghould be
war--war for the Union; & union of consent
and goodwill, r southern brethern were
to be whipped back into love and fellowship
at the point of the bayonet. Ob, monstrous
delusion! 1 can comprehend = war J; com-

la le to necopl & master; to change &
ﬁrn gioo Crnnrnmnt; to give up territory; ‘o
nbolish & domestio institution—in short, &
war of uest and subjugation, but & war
for Union]” Wagthe Umion thus made?—
W it ever thus ?  Bir, bistory
will record that after nearly six thoosand
yours of folly and wickedness in every form
and administration of Government, theocrat-
ia, democratic, monarchie, oligarchio, despot~
w_lt was raperved to Amerioan

nanship in the ninsteenth contury of
the Christian efa to try the grand exporiment
on & soals the most comly aud gigantio in itw
Jowe hy joros, and
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the utter, disstroun, and most bloody fail~
ure of the experiment.

Bat to retarn: the coun wid st war;
snd { belonged to thay of polities
which tesches that when we are at war, the
Government—1 do net mean the Exetutive
alone, but the Governmont—is entitled to
demund and have, without resistance, such
oumber of men, and such smount of money
and supplies generally, 85 may be necessary
for the war, until Ao sppeal can be had to the

le. Defore that wribunal slone, in the

et instance, must tho yuestion of ihe war

be tried. This was Mr. Uslboun's opinion,

and he laid it down very broadly and strong-

ly in a speech on the loan Lill, in 1841 —
Speaking of supplies, he said:

“[ hold that there is & distinetion fn this re-
npect between » state of peace and war. In the
latter, the right of withholding snpplies oughi
ever to be held sudordingie 40 the enorgetic and
successiul prosecution of the wat. 1 go lurther ,
and regard the withhulding supplios, wil «
view ol foreing the countey intoe a dishon-rable
pence, ne not only 10 be what it bas been called,
moral treason, but very litle short of scioal
troason itsel(."

Upon this principle, sir, he scled after~
wards in the Mexican war. Spesking of (hat
war in 1847, he said:

“Every Senator knows that | was opposed to
the war, but none knowe but mysel! the depih
of that opposition, Wiih iy conception of its
character and ennsequences, it was iipoasible
for me o vote lor i."

Anrd Again, in 1848:

“Hut, aflter the war wae deglared, by the au-
thority ol the Government, | Acquiesced in what
1 eould not prevent, and which it was im i-
ble for e to nrrest; and | then telt it w be my
duty to limit my efforts to give such direction
W the war us would, as (nr 88 possible, prevent
the evils and dangers with which it | lueatened
the country and its lostitutions "

Sir, I adopt all this &8 my own position
and my defense; though, perhaps, in a civil
war, I might fairly go Iutlz:r in opposi.ion.

could not, with my convictions, vole men
and woney for this war, and | would not, as
a Representative, vole against them. [
meant that, without opposition, the President
might take all the wen and all the money
he should demand, and then to hold him to
a kirict accountability before the people lor
the results, Not believing the soldiers re
sponsible for Lthe war, or ile purposes, or its
consequences, 1 have never withheld my
vole where their saparale iplerests were cons
cerned. Dut [ have deno from the be
ginning the vsurpalions and the infractions,
ane and all, of law and Constitution, by the
President and those under Limj their re.
peatcd and persistant arbitrary arrests, the
suapension of habeas corpus, the violation of
Irecdom of the mails, ol the private house,
ol the ?resl sod the speech, and all the other
multiphed wrongs an numﬁoq upon publie
liberty and private right, which ﬁ:n miada
this country one of the worst despotisms on
enrth for the past twenly month«; and I will
continue to rebuke snd denounce Lhem to
the end; and the people, thank God, have at
Iast Yieard and heeded, and rabuked them,
too. To the record and fo timo | appeal
again for my justilication,
Aud now, sir, I recar to the atate of tha
Union to day. What s it? Sir, twenty
months have elnspad bat the rebellion 1§ vot
cruthed oul; 1bs mditary power has not been
broken; the insurgents hmt disperred. —
The Union i8 not restOrEd; nor the Constis
tatiop maintained; por the laws enforced.—
Twenty, sixty, thres hundied, six handred
days hinve pasted; & thousand millions been
expended; and three hundred thousand lives
lust or bodies mingled; and to day the con
ledernte flag i still  near the Polomae
and the Oliso, and’ the confaderate govern
went gironger, many times, than at the be-
ginning. Not a Stais bas been restored, not
any part of any BSiate has voluniavily re-
turned to the Union, And har anything
Lean wanting that Congress, or the Stites,
or 1he people in their most generous entbu

sinsm, their most impassioned patriotism,
could bestow ¥

Was it power? And did
not the party of the exccutive control the

entire Federal Government, every Siats govs

ernment, every county, every city, town and
village in the North and West?  Was it
patronage? All belonged to it. Was it in~
tinence What more? Did not the school,
the eollege, the cbhurch, the press, the secrot
orders, the municipslily, tbo corporation,
railroads, telegraps, express eompanics, the
voluniary assoctation, sll, all yield it to the
utmost? Wag it unanimity? Newr was
an Adminisiration so sapported in England
or America, Five men and hall u score of
newspapers made vp the oppusition. Was
itenthusiasm? ‘The enthusiasm wis lanat
ical. There has been pothihg Lke it since
the Crusades, Was it confldence? 8ir, the
{aith of the people exereded thut of the pats
ninrch.  ‘They gave up Constituiion, law,
right, libeity, nll at your demand for arbits
rary power that the rebellion might ss yon
promised, be crusbed out in three months
and the Union restored. Was eredit needed?
You took econtrol ¢f a eountry, young, vig-
orvus, and inexhaustible in woalth and re
sourcek, and of & Cloverninent almost free
from public debt, and whose good Inth  had
never boen tarnished.  Your good natinnal
losn bubble tailed miserably, as it deserved
to tail; but the bankers and merchants of
Philadelphia, New York, and Uoston lent
you more than thewr entire banking capital,
And when that iailed too, you lurced ered
it by declaring your piper promises (o pay
u legal tender for all debts.  Was money
whnted? You had all tie revenues of the
United States, diminished indeed, but still
m gold. The whole wealth ol the eountry,
to the last dollar, lay at your feet. Private
individusls, wunie pal sorporations, the State
governments, all in their frengy gave you
money or means with reckless prodigality. —
I'he greal easiern cities lent you §150,000,
00, Congress vored, firss, $250,000,000,
and next 500 00000 more in loans: and
then, fiest, $60,000,000, then $10,000,000,
next $HL000000, and, in July last, §150,
(OO,00 in ‘Vremiury notes, and the Beeretary
hos issued & paper “postage currency,” in
sume ad low as five cents, limited in amount
only by his disoretion, Nay, more: already
since the 4t of July, 1861, this House has
appropriated  $2,017 864,000, almost every
dollar without debate, and without a record
vote. A thousand millions have been ex.
pended ince the 15th of April, 1861; and a
publie debt or Tiability of $1,500,000,000 al-
ready inourred.  And te support all this
stapendous out lay and indebtedunnss, & sys
tein of taxation, direct and indirect, bas
heen inavgarated, the most onerous and wn
just ever inposed upon any but a eonquered
people.
Money and credit, then, you have had io
tlwdil“ protusion. And weie men wanled?
ore than s million rushed to arms! Sev.
enty-five thousand first, (and the couniry
atood aghast at the meltitude;) then eighty
thres thousand more were de , A
thres hundred and ten rhoossnd
to the eall. The President next for
four hundred thousand, and Congress, in its
generoud eonfldence, gave him five huudred
thoysand; and, not to bs outdone, he took
six hundred and thirty seven thousand. Half
of thess melted awny in thoir firel campaign;
and the Premident dewandoed three hundred
thousand more ‘or the war, snd then dratted
another three hundred thiousand for nine

force of over three hunderd thousand
wa in Ag
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months. ‘The fabled hosis of Xerxes have
been outnumbered. mmmw_ v

'doep damnsiion.. The war fop the Union is,

nd |of York and Lancaster filled all

exoept the last, has been followed by a nllr
for mors Lroopa. and every time so far they
baye heen furnished. From the
bg the war has been conducted liken |
political campaign, and it bas been the folly
of the parly in power that they have assu-
med that numbers alone would win the field
in & contest not with ballots but with mus
ket and sword, But numbers have had |
almost without number—ihe st, hlt.|
appointed, best armed, fed, and clad hoat of
brave men, well organigad and well diseipli-
ned, sver marshalled. A Narvy, too, not the
mos! lormidable perhaps, but the most nu
merous and gallant, and the costliest in the
world, snd agsibet & fe Rlmost without &
oavy atall, Thus with twenty mullions of
people, wnd every elemeunt of strength and
lurcs At commwand—power, patronage, influ
ence, unauupity, enthusiasm, confidence,
ercdit, mohey, men, sn Army and a Navy
the largest and the noblest ever set in the
fleld or afloat upon the sea; with the support,
almost servile, of every State, county and
mwanleipality in the North and West; witha
Uongress swilt to do the bidding of the Ex~
ecutive; without opposition anywhere at
home, and with an arbitrary power which
neither the Cxar of Ruseis nor the Famperor
of Auvstria dare exercise; yot after two years
of more vigorous prosecution of wer than
evory recorded in history; after more akir-
mishes, combats and battles than Alexander,
Cmanr, or (he first Napolron ever fought in
any five years of their iilitary career, you
have utterly, signally, disasirously—I will
not #ay ignominivusly—(failed to subduo 1en
millions of “rebels,”” whom you bad taught
the people of the Nurth and West not ouly
1o hate bat to despire  Rebels, did 1 say?
Yes, your fathers were rebels, or ycur grand -
fa hera. le who now before me om cunvass
locks down 50 sadly upon us, the flse, de-
geoerate, and imbecile guardians of & great
Hepublie which be founded, was & rgbel —
And yet we, crudled ourselves in rebellion,
and who have lostered and Iraternized with
every insurrcclivi in the mpeteenth century
every where throughout the globe, would
now, lordooth, make the word “rebel” a re
prosch, Hebels certainly they are; but all
the persistant and stupendous efforts of the
most gigantic warigre of modern times have,
through your incompetency and folly, availed
niothing to crush thein out, cut off though
they bave been by your blockade from all
tho world, and dependent only upon their
own eourage and resonrces. And yet they
were to be utlerly conquered and subdued in
mx weeks, or three months! Sir, my judg-
ment was made up and expressed from the
first. 1 learnsd it from Chatham: “My
lords, you cannot conquer America.” And
you have not contjwered the Bouth. You
nevor will, Ttia not in the nature of things
ible, much lesss under your auspices.—
ut money you lisve tlpnnl.[\ed withoat lumit
and blood poured out like water, Daleat,
debt, laxation, sepulchres, these ars your
trophiea. In vain the people gave you treas-
ure and the ‘soldier yiolded wp his lile.—
“fight, tax, emancipate, let these,” said the
entleman rom Maine, [Mr. Pigg,] at the
AL sersion, **be the Lrinity of our salvation.”
Bir, they haye become the trinily of your

in your hands, & most bloody and cosily
inilure, The President confesved it on the
224 of Seplomber, solemnly, officially, and
under the Lroad seal of the United Btates.
And he hat now repented the conlession.—
The pricata and rabbis of abolition tavght
him that God would not prosper such a cause.
War for the Union was absndoned, war for
the negro is openly begun and with stronger
battallions than bafore. With what success?
Lat the dead at Fredericksturg and Vieks-
burg answar.
And pow, #ir; can this war continpe?
Whence the money to carry it on? Where
the men?  Can you borrow? Can you lax
more? Wil the people bear it? Wat till
you have collected what 18 slrendy levied.—
How many millions mors of “legal tender?
to dry lorty=seven [,wr rent. below the par of
gold—can you flont? Will men enlist now
at any price? Ah, sir, it ix easier Yo die &t
howe 1 heg pardon, but I trust 1 am not
“discouraging enhsiments I'T am, then
first arrost Lincoln, Mtanton, and [alleck,
and some of your other generals; and I will
retract; yer, I will recant.  Bot can you
draft sgain?  Ask New England—New
York. Ask Massachoserts, Where are the
nine hundred thousand? Ask not Ohio-~the
Northwest. BShe thought you were i oarn
est, and gave you all, all—more then you de-
manded.
*I ho wife whose bpbe first smiled that day,
'I'he lair foud bride ol yester eve,
And aged sire and matron gray,
Saw the loved warrions haste away, -
And deemed it #in to grieve ™
Sir, in blood she has atoned for her eredu
lity; and now thers is mourning in every
house, and disiress and sadness in every
hesrt. Bhull she give you ary more?
But ought this war to continue? T an
swer no—-not a day, not an “hour. What
then? _ﬁ!hali we separate? Again I answer
no, no, hol  What then? And now, sir, 1
come to the grandest and mest solemn prob
lom of statesmanship lrom the beginning of
time; and to the Qod of Heaven, lllamirer o
hearts and minds, [ would bumbly appeal
for some measure; at least, of light and wis-
dom and strength to explore and reveal the
dark but possible future of this land.
CAN THE UNION OF THESE ETATES DR RE-
STORED! HOW BHALL IT BE DONR?
And why not? Is it histurically impossi-
ble? Hir, the frequent civil wars and con
flicts between the States of Greece ¢id not
prevent thelr cordisl union to resist the Per
sian invasion; nor did even the thirty years
Peloponnesinn war, springing, in parl, from
the abdoction ol slaves, and embittered and
disastrons as it was—let Thucidides spenk —
wholly destroy the fellowship of those States.
The wise Romans ended the three years so-
cial war after many bloody battles, and much
atrecity, by admitting the Btates of Italy
toall the mights and privileges of Rotban
citizanship—-the very olijeet Lo secire which
these Siates had taken uff srms, The bor-
der wars between Beollasd and England,
running throngh centuries, did not prevent
the final union in peace and by adjostment,
of the two kingdoms uncer one muharch «=
Compromise diu at last what mges of over
cion and sttempled conquest bad failed to
effect. England kept the erown, while Scot
Iand gave the king to wear it; and the mem
ories of Wallaos and the Bruce of Bannock
burn, became part of the glories of British
history, I pass by the unjon of Ireland
with England—a union of force, which God
and just mon abhor; and yet precissly “the
Union a8 it should be” of the abolitionists of
America. Sir, the rivalries ol the Houses
England
with eroeity snd ter; yot compromise
and intermarrage ended the slrife &t lnsy;
snd the white rose and the red were bls d
ed in one. Who dreamed & wonth belore
the death of Cromwell that in two years
the le-of England, afier twenty years of
civil war snd usurpation, would, with great
unanimity, restore the Hovse of Btewsrl in
the person ol its most worihless prince, whose
father but eleven years beiore tuey had be

beaded? And who could Lave foretold in
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ly lollows the standards of the foe. From thteo years, N would be an exile ¥p
Bethel to V the battle hﬂiﬂl‘ll rt island, and the Bourbons restor- | @
pot been to the strohg. Vet every disaster, bd? Armed fureign intervention did it; but

it is a strange history, Or who then exprot-
ed (o see a nephew of Napolean, thirty-five
years later, with the consene of the psople,
surplant the Bourbon and reign Emperor of
France? 8Sir, tiany States and people, once
sepersie, have become united in the course
of mges through nafural cavses and wiihoot
conquest{ but [ remember a single instance
ouly I history, of Swstes or people once
whitetd, and spesking the nl!h} langtiage, ¥ho
liave been forced ntly asunder by
civil strifs or war, unlesa they were separa-
ted by distance or vast natural boundaries.
The secession of the Ten Tribes is the excep-
tion. these paried without sctual wari amnd
their subsequent history is not entouraging
1o secession. Bot wheh Moses; the greatest
of all statesmen, would secure » distinct na
tionality and government to the Hsbrews,
he left Egypt and established his people in
adistant eountry. In modern times, the
Netherlands, three centuries ago, won their
independence by the sword; but France and
the English Channel seperated them from
Spain. Bo did our Thirteen Colovles; but
the Atlsntic ocean divorved Us froin England.
8o did Mexico, and other Spanish eoloniss
in Ameries; but the same ocesn divded
them from Spain. Cuba and the Uansdes
still adhere to the parent Government. - And
who now, North or South, in Kurope or
Americn, Jooking into history, shall presump
tuounly say that hecanse o! civil war tbe re-
unioh bf these States is impossible? War,
indeed, while it lasts. is disunion, and, if it
lasts long enough, will be final, eternal sep
aeration first, and anarehy and  despotism
afiorward. Ilence I would hasten peace now,
to day, by every homorable sppliavee. .

Are there physical causes which render re-
unicn impracticable? None. Where oth-
er causes do not conmiral, rivers urite; but
mountaing, deserts, and great bullles of water
~-gceani aibsocial ls—seperate a pecple.—
Vast forests origiunlly, sud the lokes now, al-
#o divide Us—notvery widely or wholly—
from the Canadss, though we speak the same
Ianguage and are similer in manners, laws,
ond ingtitutions. Our chief navigable rivers
ron from North to SBouth., Most of our bays
and arms ol the yea take the same direction.
S0 do oor range of mountsing, Natural cen
ses nll tend to Union, except a8 between the
Pucific const and the rountry east of the
Rocky monntaing to the Atlantic. It is
“manifest destiny.” Union is ewnpire. Hence
hitherto we have continually exended our
territory, and tke Unpion with it, Bouth and
West. Tho Lovisana parchase. Florida and
Texuw oll attest it We passed desert and
forest, and scaled even the [locky mountaibs
to extend the Union to the Paclile. Bir,
there is no patural boundary belween the
North and the South, and no line of Iatti
tnde upon which to sepernte; ahd if ever a
line of longitude shall be established, it will
be pust of the Missiseippi valley, The Alle.
ghani s are no longer » bariter. Highwaya
ascend them everywhere, and the railrond
now climbs their summite and spans their
chasmy, o1 penetrates their rockiest sides —
The electrio telegraph lollows, and, stretch-
ing its connecting wires along the clouds,
there mingles its vocal lightnings With the
fires of heaven,
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the etid of this war, taked, indebted, -
erished, exhaustel, us both sections -:’:e.
and with loreign fleets and armies around s,
will be 8ty lold more essential than evér bs.
fore.  And Boally, off, without usfom ot
domestic tranduillity must foruver
unsettled, 17 it cannol be
in the Union, how then ouiside of it,
oul an exodus or colonidation of the
ofone sstiiol oF the othity Lo & distani wo
:ry? liski:'dl b"l’l‘l:I. two governmenis
oterlin! together evary wa
by physical and social ligaments, cannot ex-
ist in peace without a cemmon drbiter. Wil
treaties bind wi?  What Vetter treaty 1
the Covstitnilon?  'What more sclemn, mors
durable? 8hall we settle our dispuies, then,
by arbiiration and compromise? Bir, let us
arhitrate and compromive now, inside of the
Union. Cortainly it wijll Be fuite as esisy:
And now, sir, 10 all thess original eaused
and motives which impelled to union at firss
musi be added certnin arrificial ligamunce
which eighty years of ascociation under a
Zommon Uovernment have wiost filly devel-
oped. Chiwl among these are canals, steam
navigatldh, Failroads, express companies, thd
post office, the newspdper pressand that tap.
rible agent of guod and evil miked —"spirik
of health, and yet goblin damoed”—if free,
the gentlest minister of truth and liberty;
when enslaved, the supplest Instrument of
falsehood and tyranny—the magnetic teles
graph. All these have multiplied the speed
or the quantity of trade, travel, com
tion, migration aad intercourse of &Il k
butween the different Statgs and Rections;
and thus, o long 82 a bealthy condition of
tke Lody politic continued, they hecame pow.s
erful cewenting agencies of union. The atl-
merons voluntary sssocialions, artistic, liteg-
ary, charitable, focial, and scentifie, nnui
corrupted and thade lanatical; the ¥arioud
ecclesiatival organizations, datl] they divi.
ded} and the political partiss, so A% Lhey
remaired all nutignal and not
also among Ih nirong ties Which Bodad ué
together. And yot sll of thess, parverted
and dbdsed lor some years in the hamds of
bad or fanatical men, becarne still more pow -
erfil instrymentalities in the fatal work of
disunion; just a8 the vein and arteries of
the haman Gody, designed to convey the vii
tulizing fluid throogh eyery part of iy, will
carry alto, and with Inoressed mpidity ib
may be, the subtle poison which takes life
away. Nor is this all. 1t wes throi
their agency that the imprisoned winds
civil war were all let loose at first with sach

<&

But if divohionista in the Bast will force »
seperation of any of these States, s boun
daty purely conventional, is at last to be
marked ou', it must sod it will be either
from Lake Erie vpon the shortest line (o
the Onis river, or from Manhattan to the
Canadas,

And, now, sir, is there ony difference of
raca hers, go radical ag to forbid reehlon?—
[do not refer to the negro tace, styled now,
in tnctions official phrase by the President,
“Americans of Aftican descent.” Certainly

sir, there are two white races in the United

Siates, both Irom the same common stock,

and yat go distinot—one of them so peculiar

that they develop different, forms of civiliza~
tion, and might belong almost, to different
typas of mankind, ot the bouodary of
these two races is not at all marked by the
line which divides the slavo holding from
the non slavebolding States, I rae is o
be the geographical limit of disunion, then
Masons sod Lixon's can never be the
line.

Next, wir, do not the oauses which, in the
beginning impelled 1o Union still exist in
their utmiost loros and extont?  What were
they?

F rat, the common descert—and therefore
oonsanguinity—of the great thass of the peo-
ple from the Anglo Saxon stock., Had the
Conadas been setiled orviginally by the Ene
glish, they would doubiless have followed
the lortuneg ol the thirtesn colonies. Next,
a common langifige, one ol the slrongest
ol the ligaments which hind a people; Und
we boen conuigious to Great Britein, eilher
the causes which led 10 a geparaiion would
hive never existed, or vlse becn speedily rv
woved; or alterwards, we would long sinte
have been reoniied a8 equals and with all
the rights of Englishmen. And along with
\hess were siunlar, at least not essentially
disgimiiar, manners, halnts, Jaws, religon;
and institutions of sll kinds, exeept one.—
The common defense was unother powertul
incentive, and is named in the Constitution
a8 one mnong the ohjects of the *“more por-
sect Union of 178T. Sironger yet thanall
these, perhaps, but ede up of all of them,
wis & commof intereil. Varisty of climate
and soil, and therelore of production, imply
ing also extent ol eountry, is not'sn elewent
of separation, biit, added to contiguity, be
comes & part of the ligament of interest, and
i one of Its toughest ftrands.  Varlety of
production is the parent of the earlies! com-
maree and trade; and thess, in their full de
velopment, aro, as between foreign naions,
hostages for peace; and between Histes and
people uaited, they mre the firmest bonds ol
Union. But, after all, the strongest ol the
many original impelling causes to the Union,
was Lhe insuring of domestie tranquility.—
The statesmen of 1787 well knew that be-
tweon thirteen independent but contigous
Siales without a npatural boundary, snd
with nothing 1o separate them except the
machinery of similar ghyerhmehts, there
must be & perpotoal, in lact an “irrepressible
canflict'” of Jurisdistion and interesat, whieh,
there being no other common arbiter, could
only be terminnted by the conflict of the
sword. And ihe statesmen of 1862 ought
to know that two or mors eonfederate gov
ernments; made up of similar Siates; Imrls
oo natural boundary either, and separat
only by diffsrent government,s ctnnotendare
long together in poace, unlend ohe or more
ol them be either too pisillabimous for ri
valry, or too insigniflesnt to provoke it or
two weak to resist .
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of juatice, o 1
't'{m. and of the
ty, made up the

of liberty to)

sudden and appalling fury; and, kept it mo-
tian by poiitical pawer, the hgﬁi '
Boh Polent hbk-

ta that fary ever sinee. -

for good or evil, they may yet, under the
control of the people. and % the haods of
the wise, good, and patriotis men, be mude
the most effictive agencies,under Providetes,
in the reunioa of these States.

Other ties also less material in thelr od-
ture, but hardly less persoasive in thair -
flua: ce, have grown u;epndt‘r the Uhion «=
Long assocstion, p commoh histoty, natlons
ul reputation; tresties ard diploutatic foter-
courso abroad, admission ¥l hew Biates, s
common jurisprudence, great men whose
names and famd 410 the patrimony of the
whola copntry, pilriotic musie and songs,
cothmon battle Belds, and glory won under
tbe same flag. These make up the poetry
of Union, alid yet, as in the warrinpe rela-
tion, and the family with similar inflvences,
they aré mifohger than hooke of steel. He
was & wise slatesman, thongh he may pever
have held an office, who said, “Let me writs
the songs of a people, and 1 ears not who
makes their laws.”  Why is the Marseillaise
prohibited in France? Siry Uall Uslumbia
and the Star Bpangled Banner==Pennsy lva-
nis gave us one, and Maryland the other——
hayve done more for the Union than all the
legislation and all the debates (i Lhis Uspitol
for forty years; and they will dd wore yet
again thao all your armies, thongh yon eall
out another willion af men Iptd  the fisld.—
dir,I would sdd *Yahkes Doodlo ™ but first
let me be asstired thar Yankeo 1o loves
the Union more than he bats the slavehol-
der.*

And now, sir, lﬂrdpon to briefly consider
the causes whivh led to disunion and the
present eivil war; and to irquire whether
they are etortial ad inaradicable in their na
ture, and at the same time poweriul enougli
to.overcomo all the causes and considerstiond
which iinpel 1o reunion.

Having two years ago discussed fally and
tlaborately the more abstruse and femots
oauses whenoe civil commotions id sll Gov.
ernments, and those alio which are  peeyitinf
to our complex and Federal systom, siich a8
the consalidating tendencies of the Genersl
Government, becanse of executive power and
patronage, ané of the tapff, abd tazation
and disbursement generally, dll da) lﬁ
burdensoms to thy Wekt equally with 1
South, I pass them by pow.

What, then, T ask, i8 the immediate, di-
reot cause of ciyunion and this cinl war?=2
Slavery, it in answered. Bir, that is (hé
philosophy of the rusuie fn the play—*"thas
a great eduse of the might, is lholzgk.n[ the
sun.”  Curtainly slavery #as in Hw- :
very obsoure indeed—-the cause of the waf:
Had there been no slavery here, this particdd
lar war about slavery wouold never have besn
waged, In a like sense, the lloly Sepulcher
was the cause of the war of the Ortisades)
Troy or Carthage never existed; navar
would have bosn Trojan of ginian
war, snd nouehm av Heotor snd
Hannibal{ and no thﬂ or Mnied would ever
have been writisn, Biit far betler say
the negre is the Bause of the war;

no negro_here, there
no war just now. What thep?
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