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CLAUS HEADQUARTERS AT ARMITAGE'S NOVELTY BAZAR.
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: THE CHIEF ATTRACTION

- FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT WEEK!

No, I am not bragging when I say I am prepared to show the Finest, Fullest and Fanciest Stock of

Men's Boys and Youths' Clothing, Men’s and Boys' Underwear, Furnishing Goods of all
Kinds, Shoes, Trunks and Valises ever brought to Abilene,

All I ask of you is to call and be convinced that whatI say I mean. Below I quote a few prices:

Boys’and Youths’ Overcoats.

—_— ——

ldrens and Boys dufs, |

$1.75 will buy a nice suit.

I have the Best, Finest and Cheapest line in Abilene.

be convinced and see PRICES.

Come and

2.50 will buy an extra fine smt.

3.50 will buy a suit which never was sold before for less than 6.00.

i 5.00 will buy the very best suit.

E MEN'S SUITS
Men's Overcoats SS— .
® :
Men’s Suits for - - - . - - $3.50.
Men’s Suits for - . - - - . 4.50.
Worsted Suits for - . - - - - 5.00,
Lined Cassime e Overcoat for - . - . $ 2.75. All-Cassimere Suits - . - . 3 ] - 6 50.
Long Ulster Overcoat for - = = = - 350 It is an impossibility for me to mention all the bargains I have in
All-Wool Ulster Overcoat for - - - - 5.00. this live of Suits.
All-Wool Ulster, with collar and cuffs, - - 7.50.
Very Fine Ulster, with Astrachan collar and cuffs, 9.25.
Very Fine Melton Overcoaz)for - - - - 12.00. II i
Very Fine Black Worsted Overcoat - - - 12.00. - ,
Exu?a Fine Chinchilla Overcoat, with beaver collar ' HEAD QUABTERS IN ;
and cuffs, for . - - - - - 15.00. |

Gents' Furnishing Goods.

In this line it is an impossibility for me to mention all the bargaine

I have. I will give a few prices below:

Woolen Socks per pair 124c.

Cotton Socks, three pair for 25.

All-Wool Scarlet Undershirts for 40e.

All-Wool Scarlet Drawers for 40e.

White Merino Shirts for 30c.

White Merino Drawers for 30c.

Silk-end Suspenders for 25¢c.

All other goods in preportion.

Headquarters in Mufflers.
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Fine Muffiers for . . . - « 2Be.
Better ones for - - - - - #0c.
Fine Cashmere Mufflers for - - - 75¢.
Very best Cashmere Mufflers for - - - $1.00.

Don’t delay this Great Opportunity, but come early, before all the bargains are sold.

The Palace Clothing Store, :-: Corner Broadway and Third Streets,

"The Only Responsible Clothing House in Abilene.

SIMON ROTHSCHILD, Proprietor.

i

Have your prescriptions componnded
at John M. Gleissner’s Drug store,
east side of Broadway, cor. 8d st. 38-1y

8he Reflector.
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RECENT REFLECTIONS.

He loved her wildly (e0 he ssid),

He swore life had no charm without her;
£he pitied him and they were wed—

And now he knows much moreabout her,
He wishes now he had not laid

{He says) so blamed much stress upon it;

For yesterday he sadly paid
The bill for her new winter bonnet.

#&-Several River Brethren converts
were baptized Sunday afternoon near
the ford on Mud creek,

P&~ Warmer weather again is prom-
ised. Variable winds and local rain or
snow are also on the program.

B&@The WEEELY REFLECTOR with
its ten large pages and an immense ad-
vertising supplement beside, is again
the prize-taker among the papers of
Dickinson county.

B&@~County Superintendent Ford has
spent most of the week in the country
visiting schools. His careful and able
superintendency is keeping the coun-
ty’s schools up to a high standard.

& E. W. Wellingtonjhas let the cor-
tracts for an extensive remodeling of
the Brady block. Several thousand
dollars will be expended, making itone
of the finest buildings in Kansas.

#&-There are numbers of farmers in
the city every day. Now is the farm-
ers’ holiday, ““when frost is on the
punkin’ and the fodder’s in the shock.”
In two montbs the plow will be basily
turning the furrows for the spring
Crops.

Barls Abvilene to have a lecture
course this winter? It should bhave.
First-class lecturers like Talmage,
Burdette, Nye and Riley, Cable, ete,
never fail to draw large audiences here,
and some society should take hold of
the matter.

#&-The many friends of the Wetsel

COvery.
& The cards ars cut for that double
. The parties are
and Ada Courtney on

O :

A Plucky Girl.

Yesterday about five o'clock, as Miss
Gertie Kirby was driving about the
city her horse became frightened and
ran away with her. The courageous
girl clung to the reins and kept the
animal in the street while it raced
around several blocks and finally
turned east and ran out into the East
Abilene addition where it was stopped.
Miss Gertie is not very large, but ber
bandling of the runaway horse showed
that she bas an wbundance of pluck,
presence of mind and good sense.

Proceedings of Connty Commissioners

The board of county commissioners
closed their last session of the year

last evening, But little was done at
the session. The following were the
chief items:

G. R. Lamb, trustee of Center town-
ship, was ordered to bave the river
bridge repaired.

P. F. Whitehair, trustee of Noble.
township, was also ordered to have the
bridge at Chapman repaired.

The board thoroughly inspected the
heatihg apparatus put in the jail and
sherifi’s residence by J. Hill & Son
and accepted the same.

The commissioners then visited the
new bridge lately erected over Chap-
man creek near Thomas S. Wilson’s, in
Sherman township, and after inspec-
tion, accepted the sama.

The board then adjourned.

Beautiful Novelties.

Our reporter stepped into the store
of G. C. Sterl & Co, this morning and
there saw some of the most beautiful
holiday goods ever displayed here.
Mr. Sterl showed us some new satin
suspenders which he says are now
called for by the iadies toembroider on
for Christmas presents. He also
showed us the Ormonde adjustable
puff scarfs, something new for evening
wear. And then there was the gentle-
men's regulation dress kid gloves, the
gentlemen’s regulation dress scarfs,
and the line of silk mufflers and band-
kerchiefs, all simply beautiful. We
were shown the largest line of gents’
white Japanese silk handkerchiefs that
it has ever been our pleasure to see.
The new ‘‘Sewanes” collar just re-
ceived is one of the beauties on sale as
also the line of gents’ genuine London
dyed seal caps. They are being sold
at special low prices.

Visit this store and buy a beantiful
useful Christmas present. We can
advise our lady friends particularly to
go to G. C. Sterl & Co.’s for the best
and latest style novelties. They can

‘best of everything. This firm

2 g

rest assured that they will always find
Jal stock to select from and nothing
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ROADS REBUKED.

The Investigation By Cooley and
Morrison at Chicago Shows
Extensive

Violations of the Inter-State Commeres
Law—Cooley Threatens Dire Pen-
alties For Sealping.

The Passsnger Agents Hold a Mesting and
Take Steps to R-medy the Abuses
Oomplained Of

Cmioaco. Dec. 12.—Not since the Inter-
State Commerce law was passed has an
investigation by the Commissioners re-
vealed such an amount of crookedness on
the part of railroad companies =s the one
now being made in this city by Chairman
Cooley and Commissioner Morrison of the
methods pursued by the railroads in trans-
acting their passenger trafflc. Ths evi-
dence already obtained is sufficient to con-
viet meariy every road centering in this
cty of & williul violation of the law, not
only as regards the long and short haul
clause,butalsoastodiscrimination bstween
passengers. The charges heretofore made
Abatnearly all the through passenger sraffic
of the roads had been done through scalp-
ers for the express purpose of avoiding
another reductionand to keep up the rates
between local points were fully substan-
tiated. Not one of the large number of
railroad officials who were examined were
able to give a plausible reason for selling
to scalpers at a much lower rate than they
sold at their own offices nor tell why they

isted in paying enormous commissions
for the sale of tickets to scalpers, hotel
runners, hack drivers and others who
could command any business. Their only
excuse was tbat they bad to do it because
their competitors were doing it.

conclusion that hercic measures are re-
quired to bring the railroads to s realiza-
tion of the fact that they can no longer
violate the law with impunity. The prac-
tice of doing their through business through
scalpers, who admitted that their business
was carried on in vioclation of the law, will
bave to be stopped and the method of pay-
ing commissions for the sale of tickets
either to scalpers or coupon ticket agents
will also have to come to anend, asitis
intimated that the Commissioners will
render a decision that these practices are

i
The Commission bas now come to the

journed that its members might hear the
wholesome advice which no one doubted
would be freely given by the venerable
chairman of the Commission. It was evi-
dent that when Judge Cooley entered the
rouvm that he was “loaded for bear” and
there was a feeling prevalent that he
would bring down the game. When he
took the floor he kep? it for about an hour
and it is a safe thinz to say that never
since the Inter-Siate Commission began its
existence bave the railronds had the law
Jaid down to them in such forcible terms.
He confined his remarks to the passenger
rate business and addressed the roads
west and northwest of Chicago, con-
demning the practice ol some of the gen-
eral passenger agents in placing bloeks of
tickets in the hands of ticket brokers to be
sold at rates below those charged over
their own counters. This, be said, was a
d:scrimination against that portion of the
public which procured its tickets from the
regular agents of the roads in question
and was a clearvio ation of the Inter-State
law. Itwas a pernicious practice; it ben-
efited nobody in the long run; it kept
rates in a demoralized condition and
brought on wars which were always dis-
as'rous to the roads engaged in them.

The Inter-State Commission, the Judge
said, had heretofore dealt leniently with
the railroads, giving them time to adapt
their tariffs to the requirements of the
law, but the !ime had come when heroie
measures must bs tgken, if necessary, to
stop the abuses which had arisen from the
encouragement given to scalpers by pas-
senger agents. Evidence was not want-
ing that such abuses bad been carried to
excess in Chicago and elsewhere. The
markets wers flooded with cheap tickets
and the trave.er who patronised the
broker’s office instead of purchasing his
ticket from the suthorized ticket agemt
saved money; this was conirary to law
and it had to be stopped. The roads were
advised to make none but open rales: and
they were given to understand that if
they refused to heed this advice the law
would be strictly enforced whenever a
violation was detected.

The Judge explained the construction to
be placed upon the provisions of the law
in regard to discrimination, and intimated
that in future no excuse would be accepted
| for an infringement of its provisons.
| The remarks were listened to with

marked attention, and immediately after
the adjournment of the meeting the gen-
eral pissenger agents convened in the
same room with J. M. Abbot in the chair.
The Burlington was the only road not rep-
resented. It was decided 10 give ten
| days’ notice for the re-establishment of

. rates.
|

A Papal Sensation.
Roxe, Dec. 12—A s=usat.on has been

|

OATMEAL DUST.

Terrible Explosion of Dust in a
Ohicago Mill—Three Men
Killed.,

Several Fatally or Seriously Injored—
Buildiugs Shattered and Set on
Fire,

The Shock Felt a Mile Away—8earching
the Ruins For Missing Men—
$150,000.

Carcago, Dec. 1L.—Three men were
killed, one fatally injured and a number
of people badly bruised and shaken up
early this morning by an explosion of
mesal dust which completely wrecked the
three-story brick budding on North Hal-
stead street cccupied by David Oliver as
an oatmeal miil BSeveral adjoining build-
ings were also badly shattered.

The explosion which occurred shortly
after two o’clock was a terrific one, the
shock being felt a mile away. The build-
ings in the immediate vicinity were bom-
barded with flying bricks and timbers and
nearly every pane of window glass within
a radius of six blocks was smashed.

Almost before the rumble of the explo-
sion died away flames sprang up from the
wrecked mill and the whole place was
ablaze in a few minutes. The fire spread
with incredible rapidity and when the
first fire companies reached the scene they
found a block of roaring flames to contend
with. A general alarm was at once
turned in. Sparks were carried through
the air by the wind and ignited buildings
two blocks away and for half an hour the
firemen had ail they could do to prevent
bhalf & dozen serious conflagrations. The
streets were fllled with debris for a block
on every side of the burned patch, and
this seriously obstrucied the firemen in
their work.

Hundreds of men searched anxiounsly for
the missing millers, and after some time
one of them, John Holmes, was found
lying in an alley across the street from the
mill, terribly burned and lacerated. Hoe
was working in the second story of the
mill when the e¢xplosion occurred, and
was hurled through a window and across
the street. He can not live.

No trace could bew found of the other
three men—Charles Miller, Charles Cooper
and Jobn Smith—and it is believed that
their bodies are buried in the debris. Peo-
ple living in the v cinity are sure that
more bodies will be found when the debris
is explored.

Persons who were acleep in the baild-
ings adjacent to the wrecked mill were
thrown clear out of their beds by the force
of the explosion and most of them were
more or less injured during the terrific
bombardment of bricks and other debris.

Charles Murphy occupied rooms over the
saloon at the corner of Fulton and Halstead

engine room clear to the driveway.
| The boilers have been uncoversd and

mill dust was the material exploded.

wite, and it is now congjdered certain that |
| Farmers' Coanventlon. '
Wiceita, Kan., Dec. 1L—The nrmor’n‘
convention met at eleven this morning in | §

«with his toe, discharging the load into uis
heart.

from the shattered builiings with greas
difficulty, several of them being badly
"bruised and all losing their personal
effects.

The losses will aggrezate atout $150,000,

The loss on the mill is about §75,000. Jacob
| Press, owner of Lhe planin g mill, loses

I' about §50,000 and it is estimated that the

other losses will be $25,000.
A battalion of twenty firemen and over

| ten volunteers are at work clearing away
‘ the ruins.

Ernest Casper, one of three
known to be dead, was working in the
cupola at the time of the explosion. The
cupola was liftel almost entire and
thrown a distance of sixty feet to the
south side of the strest.

Jobn Christian, the kiln man, is the sec-
'ond known victim. His body has not
been found and he may have been blown

| some distance by the force of the explo-
' sion.

Charles Miller, the engineer, is also
buried under the mass of debris, and it is
thought that bhis body will be found near
the boiler.

| About 10:30 the excavating party dis- |

covered the body of a man which was sup-
posed to be that of Engineer Miller. The |
corpse was found on the north driveway |
of the mill and was covered with about
three feet of debris. The lower part of
the body was covered with brulses and
burns, and the face was mangled so that
it could not berecognized. The unfortunate
man had evidently been biown from the |

are intact, which di poses of the theory |
that they had explodsd. The police say
there is no evidence of ihe use of dyna-

the Board of Trade rooms with four to five
bundred delegates present. Hon. G. W.
Clement made & short address of welcome
and the convention thes proceeded to
business by electing Daniel Winters, of
Kiowa County, temporary chairman.
After the appointment of committees on
organization, order of business and reso-
lutions the convenlion adjourned until
two po m.

A Lovar's Sulcide.

Ganxerr, Kan., Dec. 1L.—Sunday even-
ing Edward Clampet, age twenty-one,
living west of here, attended church here
with Miss Whipps, wi b whom, it is said,
he was contemplating marriage during the
bolidays. Afterarriving home and caring
for his team, be went to his room, removed
his Bunday clothing, drew on a pair of
overalis, and took off one shoe and stock-
ing. Then placing the muzzle of a shot-

gun against his side, he pulied the trigger

Actress and Anarchist. '_
Nzw Yorx Dec. 1L—Among the arrivals
on the Aurasnia yesterday was Minnie
Palmer, aciress, and Aparchist’ Lucy
Parsons, of Chieago. The latter was sur-
prised that no one met her at the doock
Bhe will start for Chicago this week.

Mstricide Hanged,
Rrverazap, L. L, Dec. 1L—Francis As-
bury Hawkins was haoged this morning
at 8:30% o’clock. He murdersd bis mother,
Mrs. Cynthia Hawkins, on the Weliwood
road, October 2, 1357,
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ELECANTI

JUST THE THING FOR A

rstmas il
Sk Handkerehefs'

MUFFLERS!

NECKWEAR!
GLOVES!

A GRAND VARIETY AT

Special Cuts Before the Holidays in

NECKEWEAR !

Moflrs fom L6 wp bo $0.60

Over 100 Different Styles.
Marvelous Beauties!

Come and look at our Grand Display,
it will save you money.

GLOVES!

Kid, Goat or Dogskin.

An Elegant Assortment, Way
Down. '

Special Christmas
sale and speeial prices.
TEE BENEFIT,

*

Leaders in Vaiety, in Style and

the Lowest Prices.
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