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L
volces.

ing—"

high. Wait a min-
ute!”

‘ld_li
“That's better.
Now, Seraphina!

Now, Thad!"
“Hark, the herald
angels sling,
Glory to the new-
born King—"

“Beraphina, ean’t you take that
plece of candy out of Thad's mouth?
He nearly choked himself just then.
Youn ean have it back, Thad, when
you've sung two verses. Don't be
such a baby! Now, good and loud!”
“Hark, the herald angels si-ing—"

Bchuyler bellowed lustily and beat
time with & drumstick. Seraphina
sang with much fervor and many false
notes; while little Thad followed the
tune manfully, and substitued a "la-la-
la" when the words proved elusive to
his four-year-old memory.

The second verse brought to a suc-
cessful lssue, Schuyler dismissed the
chorus and turned to the door.

“Yon see 'f you can't teach Thad
the wards of that second verse while
I go downstaire' and get some joss-
sticks fop the censer,” he told Sera-
phina.

Schuyler Van Brunt was working un-
der diffculties. Doctor Post had told
him of the old English custom of sing-
ing carols in the streeta on Christ-
mas morning. It had taken a strong

hold on the boy’s fertile imagination— |

#o strong a bold that he had planned
to smuggle Beraphina and Thad from
the house, when Christmas came, and
to sing a carol out-of-doors in true
English fashion.

Then, just when he needed Doctor
Post's advice most, there had been
some vague trouble between the doc-
tor and Aunt Margaret. Aunt Marga-

ret no longer wore the diamond ring | ter. He was rescued, howling; but

on the third finger of her left hand.
and Doctor Post came no more to the
house, It was very disheartening.
Schuyler wanted to ask Doctor Post a
score of questions about the carols.
Did the people who sang them wear
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On the Still Winter Alr Rose the Three Childish Volces.

HE nursery rang| ,.....n them they managed to
put
with the childis | op 1y011e Thad's clothes. Then Schuy-

“Hark, the herald | op 4 roturned with coats and hats and
angels 81-| nivtens. When they had bundled

“That's too| 4 donned a “surplice.” At the last

“Hark, the her | ., and at the imminent peril of dis-
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elder children dressed hurriedly, and
ler crept nolselessly to the hall below

themselves Into these outer garments,

moment Bchuyler bethought him of
the brilllant cord on his father's bath-

covery he stole into Mr. Van Brunt's
dressing-room and returnad with the
coveted cord encireling his small
walst. This finishing touch, he feit

sure, made him quite like the altar
boys at 8t. Jude's. He fished beneath
his bed and drew out the tomato can
censer fillled with the joss-stick.

“Come on!" he whispered, and led
the way down the wide stairs.

With a caution worthy of better
things, he shot the bolts and opened
the front door. The three grotesque
figures stole silently out and stood on
the stoop in the cold Christmas dawn.
The air was still and biting; the sl
lence of the streets appalling. Sera-

the bed she had just quitted.

nightie!’
Schuyler snorted scornfully,
“Haven't you got enough on under

Seraphina was silenced,

“C-00ld!™ echoed little Thad, and
thén, evidently thinking the zooner he
| caroled the sooner he would be back
in the bouse, he began in his piping
voice:

“Hark, er heral dangel—"
Bchuyler thrust a hand over his
 mouth,

“Shut upl” he said disgustedly. “Do
you want Elsa to come out gnd sneak
us back Into the house? Come omn,
now!"

He led the way down the steps and
around the corper, where he paused
to light the joms-stick in the tomato
can. When they started again, little
Thead . tripped on his night-gown sur
plice and went sprawling*lnto the gut

not until he had been promised unlim-
ited candy could the march be taken
up again,
“Who are you poing to sing your
carol to?™ demanded the practical
Seraphina.

surplices, llke the choir boys in the
Christmas - prooession at 8t Jude's?
Did they stand still or march around
while they sang? Thess and other
points sadly taxed his elght-year-old
intellect. But his determination to
ging that carol in the street never
faltered. Hence the secret rehear-
sals in the nursery. }

After much deliberation, he decld:
ed that surplices would lend dlgnlty!
to the occasion, and thls decislon was |
furthered by the thought that nlsht-l
gowns would make very passable sur- |
plices. Then, a tomato can suggesting !
possibilities, he added a censer to tho|
properties. A tomato can pumched full
of holes, swung on the giit cord thnt'
gomes about casdy boxes, and filled
with burning joss-sticks, would make
a beautiful censer.

It was Christmas Eve, and Schuy-
ler's plans were complete. He felt
sure they would put up & very credit-
able earol in the morning, even if Doc-
tor Post’s advice had not been obtaln-
able. As he crept upstairs with the
joss-atick, which he had begged from
Agnen, the second gir], he felt that
the last obstacle had besn surmount-
ed.

“Come on mow, once more.” he said
as he entered the nursery door. "Eilsa
will be up with supper in a minute
We've just time before she ocomes.

Stand up, Thad. Yea, I'll let you have | be sald. “Merry Christmas to you!~

a plece of the joss-etick If you'll sing

good and loud. Now!™ warm, wide hall, the tomato can send-
1L ing out Its reek of burning jossatick.

Very early in the gray of the Christ-
mas dawn Schuyler awoke bounced
out of bed, and began to rouse his co- |
borts. He tiptoed to Seraphina’s It

of vigorons shakes and punches. gravely.

- - : wwmnuly.mmuhmm’
t!mtnpuultanduml. u-m' -8, ~5 {

"“""Iu‘f“' Who? Oh, it's you, Margs | aind
promeh Little Thad already  Fot!"—he Nagered affecticomtely .om-
.-n."ﬂmm..&w[hﬁ— “Y4s. Now domt hlh piy~anss
semnred of aveltior noveity. The two ,Slarmed. They're sot In fmet,

me

maintsin his gravity.

erally wear surplices and carry cen-
sers?” Schuyler queationed doubtfully.

“Ninny! To no one in particular,”
sald SBchuyler.

“You ought to sing it to some one,”
ehe peraisted.

“Well, who?" he challenged; but
Seraphina was unable to defend her
point thus specifically. “I'll tell you,”
bhe compromised, “we'll go to Doctor
Post's. We'll eing it on the way, and
ging It to him, too.”

Through the deserted suburban
streets they marched; Schuyler In the
lead, swinging his amoking censer val-
lantly; BSeraphina ambling along in
his wake; and little Thad bringing up
the rear, his strange surplice bearing
unmistakable evidenos of the gutter
from which he had been recently
fished. And on the still winter alr
rose the three childish volces in the
old, old hymn.

Doctor Post heard them ecaroling on
the lawn, and came to the door in his
bathrobe. The thred strangely garbed
figures met his astonished gase.

“Good Lord! What have we here?™
he gasped.

“We're heral dangels,” piped little
Thad.

“We're Christmas carolers,” correct-
ed Behuyler with much dignity.

“I'm frozen,” chirped Berapbina.
The doctor made s heroic effort to

“Come in, come in and get warm.”

They fillad up the steps Into the

“1 would llke to ask if carciers gen-
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phina’s mind reverted to the luxury of |
|

“O-0-0h!"” she chattered. “It's cold '|
—aw-awful ccold to be out in your | f=it-

neath . ft#5 he demanded angrily, and

The doctor's eyes twinkled.

“The best | ever hoard did,” he said
At that moment the telephone bell

“Hello! Yea, this i Doctor Post

Har eyes softened.
smile trembdled on bher lips a moment
unoertainly, the next moment with no
uncertainty whatever. And then he
knew that the hevald angels had ae

A Dhesitating

The First Christmas ¢

T ofter: pus been stated that the
| birth of Christ must bave vecurs
red four yenrs before the date
fixed on for the current chronvle
gy and that It is probabie the event be
fell at sowe other time lo the year
than a few days after the winter sol-
stice, The reason for the confident as--
sertion Is the uscertaloing of the fact
that Herod died about four years B, U,
The basls of this supposition is the
report that at the time of the birth of
Christ "there were sheplherds ablding
In the fGeld, watching thelr flocks by
night,” & clrenmstance not patural In
the latitode of Bethlebem near the
shortegt doy. That is the bewght of
the ralny meason In Judea, und the
date does not sppear to huve been ob- «
served genernlly before the fifth cen-
tury.
Mapy stodents of Biblieal history
have argned thnt the story about the
star of Betblehem polnts to a date for
the Nativity not later thap May 8
B. C. 6, OUp that date the planets
Venus and Jupiter were so closely In
conjupetivn ax seen from the earth
that the appurent distacee between
them was egual only to the brendth of
the full moon. These planets were

THE 8TAR OF DETULEUEM,

then visible in the eust o couple of
bhours before suurise and wust bave
produced u strikingly wuntiful sppear-
aunce dnd bave been spoken of ke 0B
object. That woasx ahout Hrty days less
than two yenrs lefore the death of
Herod, u fuct whivh burmonlees well
with uther conditious of the purritive,
for it ks probabie that the mundate
for the sluughter of sl the cbildren
two years old und under warw sl
some wonths before hls decedse, und
the limit of two yeurs would lwave an
ample margin for sny vucertuioty as
to the time of the appearnuce of the
atur, ax relnted by the mugl; also there
were no puscbal full woeons on &8 el
day between the years B, C. ¢ and |
A. D 33 apd vu other following that
ti A, D, W,

I'rom thix it would seemn to follow
thut Chrint wax thirty-elglit yeurn old
at the tme of the erncitixion, nnd this
wonld viodieate the sugucity of the
Jewlsh doctors who affirmed thut be
was not yel #rey (forty s yeurs old. It
It remmrked. too, that in the spring of
Lthe sae year there wux a triple cone
Junetion of - plunets- Ratarn,  Jupiter

and Mark -and that the first two
oamed were In econjunction #s Keen
from the earth no less than three thines

In the yenr preceding that s, B, C. 7.
Apulher theory about the stur of
Bethlebem whbch bus bwen udvonced
Is that the star ween by the gl Is
Bplea, the lending brilliant o the vong
stellntlon of Virgo, the Virgin. For
muey yeurs before and after the
Chrixtinn era the star wax chapging
Its place until it wos thes Herally a
“star lo the enst.,” und Ity wovement
in that direction mny have been the
very fuet potlesd by the whe men of
Nome tenturies proceding who expect-

ed that the propheey nbout the Viegla
would be filfilled when it principal
wtur renched the positlen poted. I
thin were s the visgit of the mugl from
Factria. In the far east, s easlly ex-
phtiped. and the chief difenity attend.
Ing the explunation Hes In the fact
thnat much s Important search ne they

undertonk is noticed by only one out
of the four evangelists,

The nncertninly of the centuries In
regard to the date of the Nativity In
year and month may never be clearad
op. Ita existense hux been unfairly
clted as reaxon for disbelleviog tbe
whole marration The people of 2000

years ago attached little importancy 10

dates, except enrrent onea, and It may
be remembered that (he destruetion

of Jerumalem iwvurrl hetween the
time of the Nativity sud the writing of
the gospels, at lenx! Iin the sbape In
which It han come down to o
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complished an unwitting mission
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