TO CORMNESPONDENTS,
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Mith on the part of the writer.  Write ouly on
weat shilo of the paper Mo purtienlaty careful,
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The Esthetics of House-Purnishing.

The last of the series of lectures by
Donaid G Mitchell before the Yale Art
School on . Esthetics of Every-day
Life" was delivered on the 25th ult.
The spesker said :

To spenk understandingly of the
adornment of interiors, we must have
a well-defined idea of the disposition
und colleetion of rooms. Inthis matter
convenience is the first law. Whatever
arrangement sscrifices this, no matter
for what effect, is bad, Instend of a
stark, narrow hall, with only 8 hst-
stand to welcome the visitor, shonld be
agood breadth of hallway, which al-
ways carries with it a weleome. The
£ #0 used will be far more effective
there than when put into a little-used
parlor. It permits also a partial equip-
ment with suea fixtures as books, pic-
tures, ete, as shall tell at the outset
somothing of the taste of the oeceu-

ts. Sizirs play an important part
our dowestic economy, and are not
to be slighted. They should give a free
and easy passage to whatever may he
sbove. It is amazing what inconveni-
ence has for vear after year been im-
m&d by only four or five feet of need-
curtailn:ent of space and the fuil-
ure to throw off an inch or two from
the rise of home stairs. It is & barbar-
ism which women, had they been srchi-
teets, would have remedied long ago.
The space needed—and this would
make all the difference between an
easy, inritla;? stairway wnoich gives dig-
nity to s hall, and & pinched, ni -
Iy one—is so small that it could, in the
great msjority of cases, be wsecured
without interference with other wants

In regard to the general asrrangement
of rooms, in view of the limitless variety
of the demands which different condi-
tions impose, little can be definitely
said. DBut certsin large rulings, which
can be borpe out by good sense and

taste, may be made. First, we
should order our divisions and parti-
tions for the comfort of our own fami-
Iy, not for the beuefit of outsiders  In-
dividuality may express itself ns charm-
ingly aud piquantly in the distribution
of purts as in the exterior or furnish-
ing. [f condition of life and tastes in-
vite to the bestowment of large hospi-
talities, or if we love domestic quictude
and modest hospitalities, these should
be respectively provided for. The
friends whom we invite will bave a
stronger relish for those appointments
which are most characteristic of our
own taste. Outside architecture should
be declarative of purpose, while the in-
side admits :':ff pleasant and grateful
surprises, a4 s1ould not be so arrang-
edrrl o be read from the outside. Fin-
ally, with respect to interior division,
the mistress of the house, in nine cases
out of ten, is the best judge, and to ber
should be given the jndgeship, if, in-
deed, she does not of her own ascoord
take it. The best planned of all houses
are those which bave grown up under
the suggesticn snd supervision of a
goud, resolute materfamilias,

The speaker here be to consider
the srrangements of :gnh:ma in detail,
starting with the vestibule. Passi
from this he took up the matter of
floors, and said: Floor surfaces we
find covered with woolen carpeting of
every tint und figure.  This s sgreea-
ble to the foot, however galling it way
be to the eye.  But it is a reservoir of
dirt and dast, no mstter how vigorous
and aggressive the housewifery, and is
wisely giving way to such pse of it as
only necessity demands. In the proper
flooring of balls no soft wood should be
used. Georgis pine is excellent, and so
are black osk and ash, though the lat-
ter may be disposed to siiver. No light
wood should have a place in any floor.
Tints may be veried and made fast by
a wash of solnltion of ssphalinm. There
ghould be s distinet border with miter-
ed angles having tints of their own. A
diagonal srrangement is effective. Ex-
treme polish and shining surface in o
floor ure to be avoidec. Natorally,
pariors, reception-rooms, chsmbers,
and even bed-rooms will demand their
modiea, if no more, of ﬂl‘p!ll.ll! in
our winters. But a border of dooring,
darkly tinted, witk s -uitered angies,
will make the happiest possible seiting,

and do away with that periodic moving

nightniare to b ives. Respecting
enarpet materials, taste long ago declar-
ed uium those flamboyancies of figure
which our grandmothers loved so well
While & galaday chamber may he
strewed with daisies for the welcome of
onr friends, in rooms subject to muoch
use, simplest geometric or flowery
arabesques, which merely hint at doral
ﬁm.'lb. will be more fitting; or, per-

aps, better still, such a fine, confused

ing but soft dalliance with the foot.
The subject of ceilings and wails was
now taken up. There does not seem
to be any we!l-deriwd method of evad-
ing the usual plaster treatment. Plas-
ter ornamentation in heasy coruices
and stupendous eentral roseties is hap-
ily going out of fayor. Color decora-
ting is much better, as it is simpler,
cleanlior, and permits of renewal and
redisposition.  Ambitious engariand-
ing of walls in fresco may be well dune,
but there is danger that ic will kill ail
the home embroidery which we love.
The same rules spply to smbitious pa-
pq-h.::ﬂ::gs of whatever sort; there
£xists sdditional objection that it
brings to surfaces new mechanical col-
ors, with their stock of adhesive mix-
tures. Munagers of our metropolitan
hotels run to garish ornamentation of
their walls, thereby feeding the appe-
tites of thow who measure elegance
solely by its cost, instead of cu]:i\'-.u:g
the more subdued styles which wonl
revive the old notion of home feelin
in connection with our pab ic hoste
ries. But from all we fall back wpon
simple tinting of plain mortar (not
plaster) surfaces in kalsomine, as se-
curing st least cost and least hazard
of cleanliness the best range of effect.
The nru;ﬁc effect of an iulgrhr will
de; argely u wood fixtures—
s e g
than paint is the plan of showing the
natural ining of various woods.
While this trestment is called ** hard-
wood finish,” bhard wood is by no
means essential, nor are costs necessa.
rily grester. DBotternut and chestont
are nol more ex ive to work than
pine. And, fortonately, our pive—the
strobus of the botanists—has lost, by
reason of its very commonness and tint,
that ion for interior finish for
which it is worthy. The nnnrllfnl.n
and tiots of all woods are much fuller
aud richer than sll thedead, dull paint,
with its tawny of cils, of the
decorators. As to the uu.-:l.ol 'm
in wainscots, every man's home
wants must make the law. Conven-
tionalities anc unyielding edicts of ear-
penters and architects are to be distrust-
ed. The wainscot is a chumhg’::g
to walls. If the house be
in its proportions that we desire to em-
phasize height, the wainscot should be
made low; the . it should
be high. There should be nothing
Mnfl in the tints. They may be
varied almost indefinitely. The lectur-
er had used, with pleasing effect, suo-
cessive strips of walnut, butternut,
chestnut, ash, and yellow pine, repeat-
ed in compunies, anduadmthelrm
by s longitudinal fillet of the denti
Vepetian molding. Naturally, the fire-
pluce und mantel will next demand at
tention. Fire-places sce great promot-
ers of hewlth, ss secure ven-
tilation. Of the different varieties, the
French pattern, uncertain of draft and

well adapted to bituminous coal, are ex-
oelled by the old New England fire-
place, which is brosder and wider, and
weoll sdapted to generous wood fires.
The equipment of the muntel is 8 mat-
ter of first importance in giving expres-
sion to aroom, and is deserving of care-
ful study.
Finally, the general assemblage or ar-
rangement depends on this: The aread-
fulness of too much rigidity, and that
home taste should everywhere find ox
ression in & the d delightful ways.
T'he centrai and best sdornment of the
winter home is the blaze from the fire-
side. The decorators, with sl their
arts and all their vermilion ena gilt,
can not matehit. We lmilt:nll spare
our spendings in other directions for
the sake of keeping alive the flame, so
full of traditional character. so full of
ousness and cheer. It is the wisest,
t, frtest, and richest of all the dee-
orative adjunctsof s home room. Itre-
deems of ipment. It sheds
e s e R
of floors. The lecturer ~losed with

these words: Lu the rttie | Save said, 1

of beavy furniture, which is a haunting

minglng of tints us shall suggest noth- | thing

slarveling of heat, and the British style, | for

have tried not so mneh to follow out
the line of progress laid down by recent
art writers on the subject, as to stimun-
Iate a thinking for oneself. Indeed, I
have run counter to & grest many views
which have strong support.  Bat 1 be-
lieve Lonesty and shwplicity and
strength sod straightforwardness and
natoralness lie st the bottom of all
healthy art movement in this direction;
and [ think that with these held cours-
geously by in our work, though we may
do no fine thing, we shall do no bad

ing. Andwhen once we have learnid
to avoid the doing of had things, in
what concerns the msthetics of every-
day life, we shall have masde a long
stride furward.

A Sisgular Dream.

About n year or mors ago he lost his
wife by death, and was therefore left a
widower. Time wore on, and grief at
the loss wore off ; but one night his for-
mer wifo sp; to him in the form
ofan angel. The once beloved intro-
duced to the solitary man a woman
whom she whispered to be his second
wife. The face and form were strange,
but the tone and festures were- much
impressed on the mind of the man.
Several weeks passed on, but he failed
1o find & woman's face nding
with the likeness he carried in his beart,
until one day a fair facs passed him on
the street. The mystery was solved,
the dream had cometrue; but the wom-
An was a stranger! Tiwe, however,
worked out such matters, and a few
weeks after the twain met at a party,
became acquainted, and the sequel was
that the dream was fully realized. The
couple are now living together in hap-
piness. The N. J. Messenger (Sweden-
borgian), in speaking of premonitions,
says: * They are caused by spirits who
are lways present withh::nn. and are
constantly exerting an uence u
him. This influence is rally Inp::-
preciable. It does not WWAY man’s
freedom. It is not acasual and specisl
instance of Providential csre, as the
Bible abundantly testifies. [If we were
more susceptible to their influence,t
would keep us from natural and
danger moch more frequently ihan
they do now. The aversions and at-
tractions, and the unsccountable mis-
givings or confidence which we some-
umes t;pcrhnce are duae lo their inflo-
ence. We are subject to both good and
evil influences from thia source; snd
we come more fully under the good or
evil secording to our character. As

we shun evil and live according to the ko

commandments, we come more fully
under the power of the angels, who can

protect us from dangers and lead us to hotl

E’:od. Summnﬂ Are more easily
pressed by influence thanothers,
and there may be times when we come
more under their power than at
others. the angels and good spir-
its always do the best they can for ns
We are always in their presence, and
a8 men advance in spiritusl life, they
will be lead more entirely by the Lord
by meansof His word and the messen-
to us."—OiMwa (Can.)

——— .—

“My desrest Fiducis," be said, as
they stood beoeath a tree in a flood of
moonlight, *“l have lorzed—oh so
rfnl!—-lw thia blissful opportunity;

even now [ bardly dare o speak
the swelling thoughts
utterance. Not in the blistering
glare of the noonday sun would [ whis-
per to thee of the sweet love that has
tinged my whole being with a celestial
brightness,but in this soft silvery sheen
of the eonstant moon would | syllable
forth the eecstatic song of Ervs. Oh,
canst thon realize how like the radi-
anes of heaven thy beauty beams upon
me?  And ahall not the biessed boon be
always mine? Wikt thou not hence-
forth, for all coming time, give me the
right to shield u:wlﬁxm the rough con-
tact and chilling blasts of an unfeel
world? Oh! if thy smiles conld be
mine while life should lsst they would
shed—they would shed—a—a—Ab,
dearest, they would shed—""  While he
besitated and stumbled for a word, Fi-
the -shed, Aogustus, but go right
on with your pmtgg::k." .

—By the explosion of s saw-mill
boiler st Rockfurd, Ind., Geo. Roush,

one of the was instantly
killed ; s Morgan, 15, fa-
tally injured ; and Robert Pyle, another

of the proprietors, severely injured.
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De Suakes Cuich Fleh 1
A. W. Chase, of the United States
Coast Survey, describes, in & note o
the editor of the Popular Seimee
Monthly, = contest which he and a
r-officer witnessed in 1867 on the
Purissima, s smwall trout stream about

24 miles south of San Franeisco :
We had been Sshing on the stream,
m :;m to a high ban' which over-
A transparent I of wawr
about ten feut in dlnmwg-":nd four feet
in depth. This pool was fringed with
willows, and onone side n smaull
gravel bank, The trout at first sight
was lying in mid-water, heading vp
stream. It was, as afterward ascer-
tained, fully nine inciies in length—a

when near the however, 1k
sizke made use of its by winding it
sround every stone or root that itcounld

Patent Rubber Worm--A New Plsh-Bait,

Those small who are in the
habit of converting their mouths into
bait boxes, when they go fishing, will

to learn that, through the
& recent inventor, they may
continue to use that convenient recep-
tacle for a new bait which is free from

%z
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Wl’ when secidentally
has an affiaity for dirt,
which is annoying when swallowed;
that, ever when on the hook, it has a
way of dissolving off in the most unac-
countable and exss) manner;
and that it y permits itself to
be carried off pircomesl by suckers and
minnows, in tots] disregard of its legit-
’mﬂmu There can be oo doubt
pesmed, ad that apaioes b Gagaoved
3 t mp
Mbh(mbmwrn of Mr. W. &
Gregg (pate an 2, 1877)
can no longer hope tn":&m. Serv-
inguh'n.uainthmﬁml:
i must be evident to

m“:’m that the rubber worm
an utestable  advan
Seientific dimericen.




