WHERE IS THE NIGHT.

‘ # Oh, nothin's the matter, only ve've

== pe and gin' vapway.”
telonidiets deeked the sastern ey “Gin’ yo away?"

W haee 2 Lsgiy snidi fidgd my roomm, “ E-as, n' us away. We Was a

Whilet 1he S ereph - p
Beaftits 0 ulear nerod eliver Dloot. goin” o p that train, bat when the
My -;m.:’lna]r --;ln-‘ “'-.:;:‘:::'?;dnlg;";u e, | OOP (eon threw ve off the racket
“llil':{uﬁi:li:::-:; :u--‘g.]u! wurprise, Was up. m!o after ﬂ:‘l‘ill‘ you !"ﬂ had
: wharedes gose the night?™ | the whole g lookin® for us, an’ here
we're bl There sin’t anether

And thiss, when fades earth’s alght of «in

W nere Testiess dicaness moan and toss, -
W hore weary ey es thst fall on sleep,

Drop nuwiped tears thelr lids across,
With darknegs, weirin all past,

Wonkcingg !Q l’.;.u.'gr.hl light, ]
The ehild's HAP rujiturons ery,

* Poar Lord, and §s it goao—the night™

—Tar{ford PFost.
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o SLAM-BANG.
Who {4 thiis that enters my hoase?
] Shnwi-DBang’
AULL s i DO *

W liiy ey e Toev
ey =doom - Dicreg ©

12zt b with his heayy boots he'll stride,

Clip elap ! the doors thiist epen wide!

And be darnces a fig un the parior foor,

With o whaap, sud  shriek, and o savage

rear,

While the dishes ratthe and shake with fear,

Andd overy any kpows Slan-Rang ke hore,
Ol Slam-Rang*

Where woro you horn, I'd ke to know?
O Slman -Bang !
Why neodd 3ou by and skurry sof
Uid sam Hang!
I svwer you monnt & Hvely steod,
You think bo st travel & broak-noek
wpeed,
et the fenores and over the stomnes,
With neover a thought about yoken bones
i mny thing e ot to i and raes,
Al get your fun st & headiong pace,
Od Stawm - Fang !

1 wish you wouldn's come into wy bonse,
Ohd Shem Bang?

W hem every thing is s STl as a mwouse,
1ot =lam-Boug'

For then tho baly s wide nwake,

Ard then the divers and windows alinks,

Aud they might Bnagine, who heard the

LRk,
Thaut, instend of nne there were twenty boys
Be guivt 0 geanenk, 100 e gt

o Das e the bonsk aue go into the street,
Ol Slam Bung!
~ Jvwephine Poliard, tn BwSFalo Commeradal.
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,AMONG THE TRAMPS.

A Novel Experience—A Fros Ride and &
Luxuriens Repnst—iifa in & Tie-hoase—
Secrels of the Crafl.

[Frowm the San Francisco Call.|

“ Now, then, off ye go!™

“ Well, you needn’t be so rough about
it. I'm guing, ain't 17

The first speaker was a conductor of
the Central Pacific Railroad.

Tha seeond was 8 curious e mkilﬁ
specimen of homanity.  He was tall an
n}:ghu_r tiuili, and his slender frame was
encompnssed by a suit which told un-
mistakably that he was a tramp, despite
his well defined features, which betok-
ened rather the gentleman of sentiment
and tnste than o vagrant wandering up-
on the fuce of the earth. He wore s
Blus woolen blouse and = ssilor's oil-
cloth hat.  His legs were incased in a
pair of overalls, which were s0 short
that they did not reach the top of his
heavy bhrogans, which were evidently
about four sizes 1o large for his small
feet, nnd diselosed 1o view a pairof old
fashioned bhine woolem stockings, suc
as grandmother used 10 moke in the
goud old days gone by,

This singular specimen of humanity
with an andibly minttend curse on con-
ductors in general, and shis special con-
dutor in particular, was thrown from
the overland train going Enst, st about
4 o’clock in the morning, on the $th of
Seprember, A, D.ISTE, at Clark's Sta-
tion, fourteen miles wost of Wadsworth.,
He had been discovered in the smoking-
car, yuiely snooring the hap}:y hours
awsy, awakenedfand found 1o be with-
ont the usual strip of pasteboard eati-
thing him to a ride.  The ear was stop-
ped for his ﬂ‘;‘1‘in’ benetit, which
placed him on a Jevel with kings and
emperors and ho was summarily ejected.
A careful ovserver might have noticed
that the shove which sent him from the
car was not particularly energetic; but
there were o careful observers to watch
his movements. He mmde a quick
bound from the train, landed on all
fours, and found himself sprawling st
the foot of a huge water tank.

There were observers, though, al-
though not careful. The moment the
tramp rogained his feet, which he did
with great apparent dificalty, a voice
oA ?nh'mg through the morning air:

 Well, pard, vou're a jolly 'an, you
s

The tramp, gathering himsalf togeth-
er, peered through the gloom of early
morning st four besmire
crestiires it the shape of men, who
were serutinizing him closely.  There
was nothing suggestive of evil in their
eves, but they were not pleasant to look
.

I-- Why, what's the matter?"

h | very naturally they would.

caboose 'till 4 o'clock in the afternoon,
an' now here welve got to stay till then
or foot it to Wadsworth."'

The ejected tismp expressed bis pro-
m regret in e varnacelsr of the

“Why, the —," cried another,
“didn't you come the truck racket till
ye gothere? Don't yer know this isone
of vur reg'lar stations, and the cop nev-
er goes through the car from Wadsworth
to Winnemueea?"

“ [ dida't know that.™

“ Well, you are s green "un.””

This fact was modestly admitted by
the new argival. e even became frank,
ard admitted that this was his first
iratup. *“Buob," he said, in a sudden
outburst of ingenuous eandor, ** Boys,
I've made up my mind to lead s froe
an' easy lifo after this.  I've worked for
blasted monopolies all my life; I don't
meanto do it no longer; T want to join
the jolly bows of the road, will ve take
me along and learn me the rackets "

“In courss we will,” said the first
speaker, ““but the first thing ve must
learn is not 1o give us sway. We'da
been nigh on to Wadsworth afore now,
but for yer stupid racket on that ere
train,™

The morning sun was just sending
forth his sdvance guard of rays to her-
ald his approsch; the door of the only
house at Clark’s Station, that of the
tender of the water tank, opened, and
ihe four tramps looked at each other
siguificantly.  One of them spoke up;
he said: !

“Here's 8 good chanve to learn the
green 'un sumthin'!  Heére, voung fel-
Jer, jest 2o to the howse there an' see if
you can get us sumthin® ter eat.™

The new comer started for the honse,
while the other four sheltered them-
selves from observation on the farther
side of the water tank. Two bits (25
cents) secured a generous hch from
the kind-hearted landlady. Rich bread
aud creamy butter, three slices of car-
rant cake, two pieces of pie, and some
mek;:li o cheese thrown in, were
wrapped neatly in a newspapera month
old, and the tramp returned to his com-

ions rejoic “ All for twe bits!™
exclaimed, as he displayed his treas-
ure to the four tramps.

“ What!™ they gusped, as with one
voice, starting back in astonishment.

“That's all, Only two biws!™

* Gin away agin!™ moaned the first
tramp in a tone of absolute dejection.

* Look here, young “un, von mustn’t
never 'flm money fur vittles.  If vo do
that, they'll expect us all to do it.  And

Now
(turning wn uﬂ:‘uling look to his fel-
lows), **ain’t nateral 7'

“ Very nateral,” came in a dismal
chorus from the p.

Nowwithstanding their disgust, how-
ever, they pitched into the lunch with
an appetite born of long fasting, and so
gw:u‘lﬁ_: did they d::'-g)m' it gl.hlt the
tramp, whose money had procured it,
only secured one piece of bread for his
share.

By the time this maguificent banquet
wans ended it was broad daylight, and
this little congregation of travelers had
an oppottunity of seeing their surround-
ings. A water tank and a horse—these
were the only signs to indicate the pres-
ence of civilization, All around was
one unbroken wilderness of sand, re-
lieved here and there by little clumps of
Nevala's favorite vegetation, sagebrush.
Far wway 1o the sowth, the beautiinl ws-
ters of the Truckee could be seen glis-
tening in the sunlight, as they wound
their way to the west. To the north
stretches the snow-capped chain of the
Sierra Nevada, looking down with chill-
ir‘ﬁ effiect upon the five tramps, A con-
suliation was now held to decide wheth-
er the wanderers should press on to
Wadsworth, or wait until the afternoon
on the uncertain b of *jum 2
the freight train sgl;! stealing ‘Pﬁ.
After much earnest diseussion, embel-
ished by ciaborate srguments on either
side, it was decided to remain.  As one
of the tramps elegantly ressed it,
“Ef we can't play the racket, there's
plenty of grub in that ‘ere house, and
we won’t send 3 mhorn for it next
time, neither, an® it's better 1o trot in
the night than in the day."

s« Wall," said another, “if we're goin’
to stay bere, Jet's build a tis house. I
ain’t goin’ to stan’ m;‘:‘i‘i‘:ﬂ:ﬁ;‘t
day. EI there was n
du, but I don’t want the shadder of no
water over me." ¢

The proposition met with a cordial
mul.p On the other side of the road
was & huga pile of railroad ties, which
are always kopt on  hand at certain sta-
tions along the line. Tm: the
e an saeoult mpos, 1 ia ppeoved
made an upon it prov
military style. A *tie hm“z a nov-
olty in ern architecture to the unin-
itinted ; and yet beneath its pmm:ing
shelter many & weary tramp, whose
waking hours are passed in concocting
sohemes of plunder, has slept away his
weariness amid pictured scenes of home
and happiness drawn by fairy fingers.
It is a very simple arrangement. The
ties are placed on end and close togeth-
er, to form three sides of the house.
The fourth side is left open to serve as
adoor. Then scross the top more ties
are placed to serve as s roof, and the
“tie house™ is complets, & masion fit
for any tramp that ever infested the
railrond. o very high winds, of course,
it is not svailable, for the occupant
would be lisble to be buried in its ruins.
But in & calm, plessant day, like that of
the Sth of July, it was a cosy and com-
fortable retreat from the rays of the
blazing sun,

The edifice completed, the tramps
spread themselves out, some on their
backs, some resting on ikeir elbows.
Conversation in the slang vernaculur of
the tribe was now animated, and now
flagged. To an observer, these misera-
ble creatures, withoat home and with-
ot friends, hunted down by seciety (as
they should be), and scorned by the
honest man who earns an honest living,
would kave appenred & happy family,
or a nest of hornets who had  fled from
civilization to enjoy life in their own
way in the wilderness. It needed but
two or three shori-dressed girls to give
to the house all the characteristios of »
gypsy camp—aceording to the stage no-
tion of gypsy csmps., But one brief
hour passedin that tie house would
have effectually dispelled all romance
from the mind of the observer. The
eonversation was low and vulgar, and

 plentifully interinrded with most blas-

phemous oaths. They cursed railroads,
they cursed conductors, they cursed the
newspapers which them; they
cursed every thing but that most de-
serving of cu ir own miserahle
selves,

Une by one the tramps dropped off to
sleep, after partaking freely of a flask
of whisky which hsd been purchased
from u donation in money by an old
wentleman who had been tonched by the
plaintive tale of oneof their number,
and whose simplicity was macle the sub-
;acl.,of many & joke and peal of drunken

anghter in that novel house of ties. At

length but two remained awake—the
last comer, who had been thrown from
the train, and the repulsive-looking man
who had first accosted him.

“Well, young feller,” suddenly ex-
elaimed the lstter, “so want to jine
us, do yef You want to be a jolly boy
like old” Adam, and jog along through
life without any one to bother with or
any one to bother ye, do ye?"

* hiat’s just what [ want.”

“Wall, ve'll find it sum st hard at fust.
Irampin®is a ger!usun. an’ of course
ye've got to waydown. Now, how
did ye jump that train that they put ye
offn?"*

“] jest got on at Reno, and when the
conductor woke me up—I pretended to
be asleep, ye know—1I asked him to take
me along, told him 1 was poor, an” all
that sort of thing, ye know.™*

*All besh! Do we think the slaves of
that "ere m'noply would give yenride?
not much. Ye must beat “eni—that’s all
¥e can do—beat ‘em.”

“But 1 don’t know how to beat ‘em.
They're too many for me."

*“Wall, ye'll find it hard at fust, but
(with a nod of encoursgement) ye'll
learn it. Ye see, 'taint so easy now us
it used to be. Ther'’s too many on us.
The boys is beginning to see what a jol-
ly life we lead, and the perfessun is git-
tin® crowded. Now, | hsve been from
Omaha to 'Frisco an’ back three times,
an’ rid most of the way free. But in

. | suit of clothi

But, (looking mournfully at his com-
panion), ve couldn't do that. Ye haint
El: practice ‘nough. No, that won't do

waa gilence for a moment.

% the professional spoke again. He

* Now, ye might git locked up in an
empty freight car, but ye want plenty o'
and pleaty o' water, fer. ye never
now how fur ye're goin'. Ye might
go clean thro to n, an’ that's
a pretty long ride.™
*Yes, and arrested when 1
there. No; [ don’t want any o’ Mg'ﬁ
** Look & here, now! who's doin" this
talkin’, is it you or me? Don't you go
fer to make no mistake. If yo it

Omaha the cop’ll let ve out and gin ve
a partin® kick. He aln’t goin® to tell on
yer an' have ver ‘rested. Not much.

He'd be kicked off hisself fer lettin’ ye
beat him. That ain't his game. He'd
sooner give ye a drink to git ont the
way an’ keep Lg':r mouth shut, But the
trouble with the racket is that yo never
know where ye're goin’ to fetch up. 1
got locked in once in Sscramento, an’
after runnin’ five days was let out in
Bacramento., They telegraphed—
cusa that telegraph an’ the man that got
it up—to Ogden to send my car back,
un’ 5o when I thuuqht I was goin® right
an East, I wasgoin® West, Fohw :;fel‘l

(reflectively) that I lost five
days of my Tife on that ere trip."

* Well, I don't think I could manage
that husiness very well."”

The tramp meditated for awhile. Then
he =aid slowly and very softly, as if
spesking to himself: L

* There's the brake racket now—""

¢ The what racket?

“The brake racket. But I dent
b'leeve ve could manage that.™

“1 might wy."

“ Yeas (sneeringly), ye might to
walk that wire up thar umimigtg the
telegraph), but ye'd nliY up ; yecouldn’t
doit. Howsumever, I'l] tell ye all about
it, an’ then yo can try it if ye like—no;
I'll show it to ye—eome along.™

He arvse, out, and then the
newly fledged tramp followed him.
Standing on » side track was an empt
var, He passed to the rear, took hols
of the bolt which counects the handles
of the brake with the chain, placed one
foot on the littleiron projection nearthe
base, and left the other swinging in the
air.
arm would allow, and his head was thns
brought below the level of the dash-
board. Having thus exemplified the
mechanical part of the operstion, he
stepped down and proceeded to dilate
upon the details of the “racket.”

* Now, ve soe, when the train starta
the cop comes to the door an® looks out
on the platferm for tramps, ye're hang-
in’ on here 50 he can’t see ye. F:ﬁm
on nnd gets his tickets, ye ng
yerself round on the steps.  When
gits out of the car ye gits in, sits down,
and snoozes off like any other gentle-
man. Ye'll git to Winnemucea afore
be comes round agin, and then ye must
come the racket agin. [ know a feller
that went clear throngh from ‘Frisco to
Omahs on this racket, without ump&i'n‘:
but it’s rough on the arms. Some
timea ye'll have to hang on an hour or
two before the cop goes through, an’
there ain’t no fun in it."”

At this moment the whistle of an

proachi
tance, ** By —, there she comes!" he
axclaimed, and started on a dead run
for the h He awakened his com-
panions frem their drunken slumbers.
One vigorous kick demolished the littlo
house, and the tramps scrambled be-
hind the water tank to make prepara-
tions to jump the train.
“ What ye goin’ to do?" asked one,of
the apprentice tramp.
“1'm goin’ to try the hrake racket."
“Wall, it's dangerous, but I like
spunk. Go it, young feller.
make a ‘un. s Soud
When the train had et
tramps  had dbmppcl.rag?n They had
jumy by means of some one of
their many “rackets.” The spprentice,
however, remnined stationery on the
lllln:‘ln. iﬁn hour later beh‘pdm?iﬁu:
yest-hound  emy t train,
fare to Reno, uzfnt:de with as much
comfort as one ¢an while inhaling the
odors of Limbe cheese and ssoer-
kraut. A‘rinved in Reno h:l g:ﬂd
the hotel, divested himsell
which he had borrowed
at the Consoliduted Virginis, arrsyed
himself in pmple and fine linen, sad
stood
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