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The Farmer's Wile,

A farmer without a wife is like half a
pair of svissors, No man amonns 1o
much without one; but for a farmer a
wife i= oneof the essentials  No sooner
was Adam crested than the Creator
said, * It is not good that man shonld
be alone: T will make 4 helpmect for
him.” Whoever since Adam’s day, has
attempted to get along without a wife
has found it **not good.™ A woman
rounds out the life of o man, supple-
ments his defects, shnres his troubles,
doubles his jovs, sweetens his il as
well s his tea, is his truest friend and

adviser—in short, is his * belpmeet.”

The Shukers maintain that the idea of
dunlty extends to the Godbead, and that
it runs throngh all animal and vegeta-
ble life there can be no doubt.  Scien-
tists vonfirm the Seripture principle,
s male and femade ereated He them,™
and extend it 1o every thing that has
life. Whoever, therefore, altempts 1o
live in contravention of this universal
law will find that he has a bard row to
how, snd if « farmer attempts it, he may
he considered, without further proof, as
an odd half of a pair of shears. Inthe
cirele of our acquaintance, which is not
limited, we can call to mind only two
farmors—one an old bachelor and the
other an old maid—who are making
this venture, and awkward work the
make. In a peenniary view, both
are doing well; from the standpoint of
comfort, manhoosd and womanbood,
both are doing miserably. Think of
the old bachelor making his own bread
and butter, avd eating it in solitude;
working all day, aud coming home at
night to his bed and board of single
blessedne=s. There is no comfort, no
wes in stich o life, unless it is the
Iy happiness of hourding wealth
fur heirs, be knows nol whom. The
farm-life of the old mnid must be still
more miserable.  Women can do n
great many things, and do them better
than can o man, but she never was made
to run s farm, She has various and
increasing  rights, bhot following the
plow, driving oxen, managing bulls,
and breaking colts are not umong them,
She is an indispensabile helpmect 1o the
farmer, but ber sphere is a domestie
one, literally  domestie, that is, belong-
ing 1o the hou Wheen she takes npon
berself the prerogative of wingling with
the men in the ticld, loading hay and
moving it away, directing about the
breeding of stock, and displaying her
equestizan =kill on the road or race-
vontrse, she unsexes herself and becomes
f man in petticonts

Sulowon <avs: * Whoso finds a wife,
finds a good thing.”  Some who have
miarried shrews aud slovens have been
inclined o dispute the wisdom of Salo-
mun in this proverb, bot the trouble is,
they marrisd women, not wives. A
wife, ineluding all that issignified in the
untie, Is g good thing always and to
every one, and to the fermer is spevinlly
gooil, a5 she is such an important factor
in his bosiness,  She does not, as in the
days of Solomon, seek wool and flax,
nor lay her hands to the spindle and
hold the distaff, but she lovoketh well to
the ways of her bonsehold and eateth
not the bread of idleness.  The farmer’s
wife = emphatically & partoer in his
business.,  Un her devolves the care of
the dairy, in addition to the ordinary
roitine of honseliold  duties. Her
sphare of  action, llll‘ll;_"“l .-Gltia‘il_r il
mestiv, is & widor one than that of the
ordinary housewife. As her husbaud,
in virtug of his ownership of land which
he: subducs and tills, is entitled to the
pame of landlord, with all the caresand
honors which the name implies, so
she 15 emtithed 1o the name of landlady,
and st assume the responsibilities as
well na the respoct that go with this
waad title, That thae are un-
ities connecled with the station

wrel

vistinl

is  mwanifest from the  fnct  tha
there are  many women desiring
'™ A husboamds, Dbt unwijl-

ing to mnrry  huosbandmen, becaise
”u'I\ dis v o the work Jm-lFl'f.\‘

they esdl it—peculiar to farmers® wives,
All such have vet 1o lonmn that she only
is o troe wifo **who dosth her husband
good all the davs of her life, who givdeth

or joins with strength  and strengthen-

eth her arms, who stretcheth out ber

hands to the poor, who is not afraid of |
the snow for her household, for all her
houschold are clothed, who openeth her
mouth with wisdom, and her tongue is
the law of kindness, whose children rise
up and call her blessed, whose works
praise her.”’  Such iz Solomon's picture
of & good wife, and it was evidently in-
tended for the wife of a busbandman.
We will not say that the wife of a farm-
er holds a position above all other wives,
for we find in every occupation those
who, with the relation of wife, assume
ereat responsibilities, do honor to their
hushands, are or ts 1o society and
bless mankind. We do say that the po-
sition of a farmer’s wife is one peculinr-
Iy adapted to a life of usefulness, and
we would like to ask the frivolons and
fashionable girls who scorn the hand of
a hushandman, whether a life spent in
useful employment such as the average
farmer expects of n wife. will not, in the
retrospect, give more satidfaction than
one spent in the gay rounds of fashion-
able society? The quesion needs no
answer. The answer goes without say-

ing.
l.;‘he position of the wife of a farmer is
not only one of usefulness, but it is also
ery stuble and independent.  Farmers

‘seldom fail; we may say never, or

hardly ever, if they attend to their le-
gitimate business.  Certninly, the risks
of agriculture are less than those of
other ecallings.  The farmer may not
have the wealth and display the style of
the merchant and manufacturer, but his
wife does not live in fear of panics and
Sheriff’s visits. The soil always re-
sponds generously to generous culture,
and her cellar and pantry are never
empty. She is sure of a comfortable
living, let trade be ever so much dis-
tarbed.  1f the grain and roots can not
be sold at a profit, they can be con-
sumed in the lmn.w and barn, and the
farm will be all the more productive for
stch consumption.  Such independence
and freedom from risk are fur mor: con-
ducive to happiness than all the wealth
—with its corroding cares—which rail-
rond stocks bought and . sold have ever
varne . 1 we leud a dozen danghters,
we shonid consider them more fortunste
if comfortably settled om farms than if
married to rich Wall Street brokers.

While thus apprecisting the natural
advantages of the wife of a farmer, we
wish ta add that the comfort and use-
fulness of her position depend  largely
upon the sympathy and co-operation of
her husband. Some farmers, we are
SrTy 10 say, treat their wives as thoogh
they were beasts of burden, made w
bear children and do drudgery. In-
decd, we have known  those with whom
the horse seomed to be first and the wife
peond.  Some souls are so eold, selfish
and penurions that to suve a few dollars
in the wages of hired belp they are will-
ing to let their wives break down in
health and to see their children born
with feelde constitutions in eonsequence.
lgnorance, doubtless, in many cases,
misy be pleaded in palliation of such
cruelty, but ignorance is a sin which
God and man may have winked at in
the barbarous sges and  portions of the
world, but better things are expected of
husbands in this enlightened country.
The original meaning of the word wife
is a woeaver, and a farmer's wife, though
not now compelled to throw the shuttle,
should be a worker: but in her work
she should have the sympathy of her
hushand, aud it is his bounden daty to
see that her ambition does not lead her
to overwork.  The unfeeling wretch
who, standing at the coffin of his wife,
sald, * I wonld rather have lost my best
cow,” would very likely not huve been
s widower if he had been as careful of
his wife as of ki< cow.  He certainly did
not deserve another wife, though he i=
safld to have sectured  one in three
mouths,

11 the position of a farmer’s wife in-
volves peouliar lnbors and  responsibili-
ties, ns intimated, then she is entitled
also 1o peculiar  consideration on the
part of her hosbaod,  If she is emphat-
wally a partner in his business, she
shimld e consulted in all bosiness mat-
ters, and her advice treated with all
proper respect.  Th va have gone by
when a wom s b0 rights in the con-
duet of business which a husbangd is
bound to rspect. There is noue so
unselfish, and at the same tiwe s inter-
ested o counselor Tor any man s Lis
wite, amd we are persumded that those
lsiness men are wost suceessful whoe
contide their affuirs to their wives and
ask their advice. 11 thisis the case in
vomplieatod mwereantile and  manufaoe-
toring business, with which women are

not expected to be femilinr, much more
it true in farming, with which, in

some of its branches at least, the wife |

has much to do. When we find thata
young farmer has secured 8 wife, and
treats her as o partner in his business,
we feel far more confidence in his sue-
cess than when he is bucked up by u rich
father or large capital, and we are con-
fident that many of the mistakes which
we have known farmers to make would
have been avoided if they had taken
their wives into their counsels. There
is no benpecking in this; it is the part
of wisdom, and whatever is wisdom’s
part is true munhood.—Alex. Hyde, in
N. Y. Timcs.
—_—r—————

Going te Celebrate.

No eat conld have walked into the
Central Station more softly than did a
long -waisted, low-voiced stranger about
forty years old, whose hands were en-
cased in badly-worn cotton gloves, hat
brushed down clear below the nape,
boots wanting new  heels, and dress
coat showing a cotton edge all around.
Ile was neither a great General, states-
man nor orator.  He simply desired to
make 2 few inquiries, and he softly
said :

“My arrangements are such that I
shall be in Detroit until after Washing-
ton’s Birthday. 1 am a great admirer
of the lamented gentleman, and 1 al-
wnys make it a point to celebrate his
lirthday."

* Which is patriotic and all right,”
replied the Captain of Police. '

I wanted to ask what latitude the
police would allow me on such an ocea-
sion,” continued the man, 1 shall
certainly get dronk; but will T be
permitted to tear down stoves, smash
up bars, break windows, and kick in
doors? **

* Certainly not.  The first move you
make in that direction will result in
your being run in.*

“Would, eh?® Well, 1 simply in-
quired for information. 1 suppose
it would be doing the lamented gen-
teman full homor if 1 simply got
diunk.™

*1 think so.™

“Very well; 1 don’t want to seem
eaptions in the matter, nor do [ care to
get into any trouble. I think I will get
drunk early in the morning.”

“ Yes.”

“And wave the Ameriean flag from
the window of my boarding-honse—wave
it gently.™

& yes

“ And make a speech o my landlady
on the goodness and greatness of the la-
mented gentleman—make it very gently
and quietly, without any cheers or ap-
pluse,™

“ Yes, that would do.”

“ And then go down into the back
yard and haorrah about three times —not
yoll like a Pawnee Injun, bot sofily and
quietly hurrah for George Washington,
the Father of his Country."

 Well, don't disturb any one.™

* No, of course pot, After horrahing,
I will return to my room, take another
drink, read the Declaration of Independ-
ence, and make 2 speech to myself—not
a ranting, blatant oratorical effort, but
a soft and mild sort of peroration, end-
ing up with the song entitled, *My Coun-
try, “tis of Thee,” and so forth.”

** Yes, that's b

“Then Il take another drink and go
to bed and lie there during the remainag-
er of ths day, unless the landlady insists
on another speech, and Ldon™y think she
will. Now, then, are my terms perfectly
satisfactory £

“ Yes.,”

“VYery well, then—adien. A mild,
gentle drunk—snbdued oratory—gentle
waving—represscd hurrahing—harplike
peroration, and you are sstisfiod, 1 am
satisfied, and the lnmented gentleman
has got to e satisfied or provide hisown
brss bands,  Perfectly k'rect—fare-
well!"™—Detroit Free Presz,

T P————

—Dr. Nichols sugeests in Dr. Foote's
Health Monthly for March that the rea-
son fruits do not digest well when eaten
after flesh is because the gustrie juiee
seereted 1o act on the meat will not gt
well on the fruit.  Perhaps on this ai
count the better way is to eat fruic b
fore meals rather than as o dessert.
]

A rorxTED picce of lunar eaustie,
moistened, ipsertéd in the opening and
bold fur a few moments, will serve to
close up a supernomersry orifice in .
cow's tent. Grease the place afier us-

L ing the caustle,

' Tea-tasting—A Singalar Oecupation.

Dr. C. L. Dana, in an article in the
| Mestival Itevird on tesa-tasting by brok-
er= and dealers in teas, maintains that
it is & healthful ocenpation, which is not
| in secordance with the conceived opin-
ion of other writers on the subject. In
support of his assertion Dr. Dann re-
rts cases of living men far advanced
in life wiho have followed the business
| of tea-ta-ting for periods ranging from
thirty to forty years without injury to
their health.” But whether the writer's
conclusions are correct or otherwise, the
life of a tea-taster is u curions one, and
the process of examining and deciding
upon the qualities of the article is not
generally fmnwn.

There are, says Dr. Dana, probably
more than a hundred firms engaged in
tea-tasting in this city. In all of their
oftices there are large tables with round,
revolving tops. A eirele of teacups is
| placed along the edge of these. The
tes-taster sits down before the display
of erockery, and tastes one cup after
another, moving the table-top arcund.
In the center of the table is a pair of
scales with a silver half-dime in one of
the balances. One or two kettles
are kept constantly with boiling water
in them. When a sample of tea is to
be tasted, as mmeh is weighed out as
will balance the half-dime. This is put
in a teacup and the boiling water poured
on. The tea-taster then stirs up the
leaves, lifts them on his spoon, and
inhales the aroma. At the same
time he generally takes a sip of the in-
fusion, holds it in his month for a short
time, and then #pits it oul. Enormous
brnss cuspadores, l‘m!dinﬁ two or three
gallons, receive the tea thos tasted and
the contents of the cups that have been
examined. Omn some oceasions, when a
Inrgre amount of tea of a certain kind is
to be bought, many samples of this are
brought in from different houses,  The
buyers and sellers sit aronnd the revolv-
ing table with the smmples made into
intusions in the cops before them. These
are tasted all arcund, the * body,”
fineness, “toastiness,”” ete., are learned-
Iy diseussed, and the poorer specimens
disearded. Then those that are left are
tasted again and the number further re-
duced.  So it goes on until the article
which anites the desired quality and
price is oblained.

The skill displayed at these *“draw-
ing= " is quite remarkable, A tea taster
will detect not only the guality of a tea
as regands age, strength, lavor, fineness,
ete., bat he can tell in which of the
numerons distriots in China the tea was
grown. The facts regarding the diifer-
ent samples are sometimes put on the
bottom of the cups, where they can not
be seen.  The cups are then mixed up,
amd the infusions tasted again and sorted
ot simply by their flavors.

A great deal of tea may be tasted
before these tea drawings are finished,
It is hard to tell the amount that a tea
taster takes during a day, for it varies a
great deal with the activity of business,
Few of the gentlemen whom 1 asked
vould give any idea.  Sometimes, how-
over, a8 muny 4s four or five hundred
onps are tasted in the day. Tt is quite
the custom to have to be lasting tea
steadily for the most of the day, orior
hounrs at a time.  Probably an” average
of 200 cups a day thronghout the year
is & low estimate. The poorer kinds of
tea are often not sipped st all.  But the
sonse of smell is depended on.  Of the
Better nalities of tea some 15 swallowed
anid some spit out.  Indeed, whenever
the tes is taken into the mouth a little
of it is swallowed. The ten gets into
the system, therefore, in three wiys:
by inbalation, by absorption through
the oral muens membrane, and by the
stomach.  More tea is simply taken
into the mouth without swallowing than
is inhaled ndope; but all the tea is in-
haled, even if it is tasted also. It is
only a small proportion, amounting to.
not more than two or three cups a day
that is swallowed. A silver five cent
piecs weighs 1,18 grms. (gr. xviii).
Estimating that an average of 200 cups
of tea are tasted per day, about one-
kalf of a ponnd would represent the
whole amount used,

Japan tea has of lateyenrs become hy
far the most ;m{minr variety, and more
of it s imported than of all other kinds
togother.  Green tea, on the other hand,
is much less oxtensively used than for-
merly.

—— e
Boxe meal is one of the best fertilizers
for grapes. It should be applied as early

i iu the seaspn as o waible,




