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VICTOR MURDOCK

IN ACTUAL LIFE

8ome of the Interesting Tralts, Pecullarities
and Gharacterlistics of the Republican
Gandlidate For Gongress

Nearly 8 month previous to the Great
Bend convention, Dave Lekhy, who lad
worked under, Vietor Murdock un the
Wiehila Hagle for thirteen years, nod
Who wits nll thit time o closo oliseryer of
hls development from boyHopd, and of il
the pluises’ of hle unilque and admirbls
character, wrote un urticlé or “meatel” uf
Mr, Murdook that In reckoned, by wen
who koow the cundidate, to be o very
ate s pen portenlt of the chumeter aid
ehiraoteristion of the next Congrssmnm
BuAn now, an It was previous Lo the gone
ventlon, o valooble ald to the rending
pubille in knowlog-the distingulshed young
wentleman whis will, in all' probabliity,
represent the good people of the Beventh
dlatret In Congress, He suya;

Tha only Justifiation ' man dan haye
for wﬂu": in article, from an expert
itandpolnt, 1s that he knows his subject
T think I know mine. 1t ls & lving sub-
deck of fesh und blood and one thet 1
bave besn studylng doy in nd doy out
fiom every viewpolnt for thirteen years,
My ‘subjet s Victor Murdock—the next
Congresamun {rom this distrlot=I hope,

T doubt If thave 1 an adult person alther
in Kansas or Olluhoma who does not
know him by reputation. A grest mapy
onfy know that he haw red huilrand s
Lrllllint and versatlle newspoper man,
Othera only koow him as o clever and
companionable young gentlemin full of
animaiion unld domewhst Kostile to dress

fanoy that I know kit better thun' any
other living man with the exception of
hly father and father-ln-law,

It I gned the Beventh Congresslonal
dlotrlet In fep slmple, 1 would te willlog
Ly wuger every qusrter mectlon In |t
giinst o Qime that 1t Vietor goed 1o Con-
wresd ho will maka Wiy mark and glve his
distriet  natlonu] reputation within three
years,

Kansan never enjoyed such a reputation
a8 when the Jamentod Lngally representad
It In Congress. Hix unlque mentality and
prodigioun latelectunlity offset nnd bal-
aneed averything bad eredited to (ho
state, In admimtion of his philiples
aguligt Democracy the whola Republican
world: forgot the grasshppper ealamily
and In thelr frothy Indignaton the whole
Democrgtle world forgot the dlsnstery of
the primelng cyclone. How could Kane
#as he considered bankrupt b wny time |

hen It had suoh wenith:of gonfus (0 one

an? Kanpan can retum to the enjoy-
mont of the repulation Ingolls made for
JLAE the Severith distrlet convention which
meatd next month nomlostes Violor: Mar-
docle. 1'do not sy that Vielor can redih
the pluce of Ingulls lmmediy tely, but 1 do
kmow, mo far ng anyihing not provable
s knownble, that he will reach It wit
matsly If glven the opportublty, ‘This
may eem Lo by nothing but the ebulllen-
oy of an over-zailons frlend, bik I vecond
toan wmy prophesy and I Hope to lve to
ate 1t fuifilled,

Victor kngwa more today, than Ingatiy|

ktew ot & If Hansas were bomn sgoln
e could wrlts for the new stife ns good
 motto un od &stes per asporn. To my
smind and nomy bellef he would direct Js
gdurae to siars uo high' ve Ingully ever
(reamnd af,

Why then, shouldn't the Seventh dla-
triet nominata himY Is ft becouss ho i
i tenderfont and doesn't know the people
oF thele neadd? Who amohg the other
enndidntey has Jved hare Johger? Wi
among them bk ho oo ey (it he walk.
od his firsl stopn ond feped s Nest
words in the distidot? Who slands ahend
af Hm In loyalty to the patly (hat has
the making of & Congreasmnn?  Who
stunis ahead of K In the work ha oy
done for the materinl duvelopment of the
lsiriot? Nevar was there a Ume when
the people of the distriot had wich an op-
portunity to find o mas who ean 0 and
Ao & vaurnt plads,

Yictor was wbout 18 swhen 1 frit kogw
Bim, Ee wan “rooting for hls aldy ut

tiought T evier anw, Hi was 0l of thal
youthful Ufe which hus sevir left him.
He wog then known over o gonsldorable
partion of tha state for his popular para-
graphlng—boltor known thun |ngells wie
at 1K He was not moe thil 9 when
some of the plensant elrciimatinces of
fate made him my "Bowk'" 1 do not be-
Moy that o duy han pussed since whithor
together or otherwise that I have not
thought of hlm and never dil n thonght
coma to me of him that wia not abeom-
panled by & prophecy of o belght foture
of some kind for Wm, After working
aldg by side with hlm for n fuw yeats he
went to Chicago to worit on the Intére
Qoean as g reporter,

Viotor whie searcely two weeka ln Qhls
tago whan 1 happened to be thers also
1 made quing Ingulvles about him and
honrd hid ‘clty editor payi “thay young
man hae u foturs! Within & month all
Chicago were reading his srticles and
many; prominent men ealled ut the man- |
aitlng edltors roem to ask who wis weit- |
fig them, Youlh gonerally 1o valn but

| noeesary bo- o editorind [

Amerfcn's greatest Predldants—one must
beflave with me that thers {6 ppmething
mors thon mere sbllily I Vietor Murs
daok,

I ngver saw him shed tears but twice=
onte; when MeKinley win nssgsainated
nnd once when he thought his father wig
dying., Hlg nfteotion for MolKnley was
Lt on the besutitol aifedtion MoKy
hnd for WA dovabld wife. 1T visited at
the Mokinley homa at Canton and the
love the fotire Presldint bora for hls
helpmate mads dn imptesalin on the Kan-
aus youlh that he hies naver forgotlen,
He o (000 me of 18 0 hundied tmey 18
lie hia told me once.

Viotor hing more charnotorfsties and ver
sty of mind than any mon I have
ever knawn, His obsaryntlon la ke Hihts
ning: He studles everyling that claims
the attentlon of elther hls mind or his
aye whother It ba |n mechunism of 8 coo-
oog clook in hiE e op the habitz of his
ald brindla cow. And he reaches oon-
cluslons and resulis mpldly, Hearlog o
good pliintst will make him dream for two
Naye, But he does not dream often for
good planiats are not vory numertie je-
dopding to his standard.  Arthur Hoch-
tan, the groat Russion musician; the one
and only rival of Faderewsid, told me
thnt Victor's gonversation with him o
muklonl toples and hiw technleal knowls
edge of the aclénce of larmony wia one
of the most plessant surpelscy of his
Amerloun tour, Of bools and thely cons
tente: he cun talle “ull the cows come
homa' An artiag now in Farls told me
that Vietor nlmost sent hit crasy glving
him stgmestions on to how & certaln
pietury should bo pulnted. Shilespeare,
hy thinks, wag the greatest poet who evar
lived, Carlyle the grdotest historlan and
Lawrende Btorne (he oleverant fanolful
writer, Of Montaigne he I very fond,
1 think I could resch o full moasure of
my prie In Yelng n Kangsn 1E [ eould mee
Yietor & Congrossmin dud hear him In
conversation  with the swell néwpaper
mon wnd statesmon, who think they are
simobody ar Weshiielon, on ook wnd
kindred subjegts,

With b of these things he beeame e
ausibted while o boy—mostly Wefore the
iEn-of glelern when le beeheio b baed
wotker,

Bliow cumlpg oo the estnte of minhood
B lifg' boigh MEdying thosd Ehingy mdre
Truring hilx
vumpndgn with MeRinley (n Ollo he mas.
b Uhe A0elR protilerny (i 06 e solvad
the money quastlan from o Rapubiesn
Al oter the trist i teangpor-
Lullon questiops becmo s elody, Dies
Ihg the wir with Spaln be appliod hie
mind to whak how doywloped. under the
naang of so-called imperindism and 1 doubt
whether thate I a min 1 the stale who
foremaw moek pectratoly the rosults of
ihis Bpnoleh-Amorienn whtt than L i,
Trrlgatlon s atte of his holitdes and ho be-
Haved tha dontiny of western Kansus and
wentern Dlkdahomp deponds ppon the utill-
ation of water on the surface of the lnnd,
Ha Is prselonatoly fond af studying popu-
Inr movemenls and he oun probably glve
voul i Botter amd mors Joglen? theory: of
the bleth and evoluglon af the Farmar
Allfanoe thun ony mnn (o he stats

Hit in not n bttrer partisnn but e s a
wtriel Teepubllonn o politics, He beglig
Il el L i el it il Bodds thint
I0 1 Ui exuet gl mloavhldh the pilae
of e o ton st bo felt,  He' belluves
Ut with po local inditions nflosnedng
It thi teue trend of politlent theught aud
weniiment can b orelved ol Uyow study
of thy precinets Ho la o hand fighter and
n Wise tnetlolin fn pulitles and hle mithe
O sw's i wae mlong Wi Une 'of honesty
nodl filrnesy towardd (ha olher slds. He
thinky I0 18 polltich] cupital I the opd
for one to be falr with the opposition,
Of reeent yours he hus developed nient
for constrnctlve pollties abd I he had the
dlispokition: he conld set plig and mako

lie n dungerous rlvel at the head of &
maching, Lognuse ho le resoareoful, Ad
0 mntter of faot, biW tnotos ave entinly
i nawspaper work, Writlng v hls pas-
Hlom,

Victor's midet vicloud hablle sre hard
work and u pipe. M ke world would
always give him somelhing o' do s bag
of tobaceo pud gomy boole, b would not
o Olisotisfind, The other hablts' of mod-
ern gentlemen he hoaw not. He has no
more Ides of tha relative volue of & biue
ohip and o white one than the man jn
the moon,  He always works with his
pont oft. He lo ushout fieen degreas
wirmar-blooded thun the avernge man
and when wommer comed around ho ls o
lght to wes in bin sangtum;  Coaty vesl
gullugen, und, many tines the shitt, comn
off and the sweat at the roots of his red
hpte louks Niks blond. Of course, with
s experlence, he can tnke any placa in
the ahop apd when somebody gets elek,
I dors not hesitate go ndd the night to
the doya' tofl. Onee he safd to me Lot

|1t was his wlgh, should ba happen to dle,
I

Iy tombatane ahould contaln almply thin

Vietor was then na he ln now=ubaolytel

\gnorant of his wenlun, He attributad his
Kuctes (o induatry, The yoar he becamo
» votar that greal Chleago paper intrust
od to him tha reporting of the famous
entmpalgn I Ohle when MeKinley, that a
Proaldentinl probability, was ighting for
Dlg political 1fe in thot state. The fme
portanoe of Vietor's sasignment will ba
‘more readily understood when It fa known
that the Inter-Oeaan Wiln than the main
organ of Mr. MeKinley's Predidontial né
pleatony,  Vietor traveled through that
slate with MeXinley and when one ro-
mambary his ags—li—the fuot of him be-

& poople whose hablta ha did not know
and In pollties so differvnt from the poll
dlog of iy nativa staty, tha sucossn of |l
hin Wark—success thot brought fo him
the prase and to thauks of one of

“Yiator Murdock, & hard workor,"

1 have maver known a harder worker
non heva 1 ever knowh & min sho oould
gt work more cheerfully out of others,
Hg han & wonderful Influende over em-
ployus, tnd I have gever khown him to
have an enciy In the office but the: tela:
phone, He connidora that place of mechan.

fom the contrivancs of an evll spirit. When

& fhin fs plennlog out & nloe sentence
anll haw 1t about coppered, the' talephione

I irira ko log Bnd down domas the tiny

tabirle of on's thotght. 1t rings o Litle

oftendr In the Bagle offies than In any

othor newipamr offioe in Ameriea,,

1 have nover known him to Aischarge

& nign from the Hagle ofiie but oy and

m;m mmnmrm ‘e bl
the nea

8 lasgbal) gme—the fridedest boy 1 eomplleationg which would prave hlm to |

and toars in the affile ho woold sure do it,
COnce, several yeary Byo, durlng the panie,
It bacame necessary to cut'down the afMos
faree. Two men hod to be discharged.
1t ‘wis up to Vigtor to do it They soon
appeared In the office and by way of pre-
liminaries he atarted o conversation with
them, Hg fOnally called ma Into snother
room and aald: 1 haven't the heart to
a0 {f, you frume up some gentle way of
Intorming them of tha situation.' I cima
back fo the men and for some reason
they antlolpated my dity and chesrfully
helped me out of the unplensant altustion,
The seoret of Wi murvellous Infuence
With Bl mien 1 this, that be works with
them on ‘squal footlng, He hod never In
the #lightest degrea abused the privilee

hie enjoys of belog the son of the editor-n- I

cliliet 4nd awner of the paper, He hil never
for & moment thought that he ls anything
more than an employe, working on o aol-
ory Ui nnybody elss phout (he plhoe.
e in nddresssd an "Vie'! by everybody,
from  the “devil’ wp, and 0f wnybody
would enll him “Mr Murdock!” a latge
pirornfuge of the foree waudld b Halle th
drop dend from the shopk of thy surpriss,
Some great mop hag wdld: "ICd mn s
ganardlly addrossed by his firat nume he
fn mighty &pt to be o good fallow."! Thu
statement {a very troe In the case under
conpilerdtion,

Viotor hag multitudlncus relatlona other
thiun those with hin mes, Hiy relations
with he publle, us managing edltor of
e Bogle necessarily and unnecessarily
oladm n lorge shore of his time. Hy bas
o deal with the Injured cltizen, the come-
pinining morchant, the man who wants
things kept out of the papers, the woman
who wWanta things In the paper, the man
who thought he would Just drop In to see
{ha editor, (ha paesai with somie hobby to
oxplolt Lo ik, the politigan and the
#pring post; He has o ready If not
willlng war for all of them, He hears
thelr clalms or complalnts and gets slong
will with them because he Iy candld, 1
postry Is bad ,and practically all poetry
{hnt comes (o p newspaper ofice fa bad,
he will say so. He generally appltes a
balm of some kind to the post's wounded
henrt which petlsfies him. Women will
never learn the logle of o newspaper,

unte, 6o fur an I kmow, He (8 & staunch
bellaver Im-4be Influence of rellglon and
Wil arytio to the lust diteh with ons who
opposes [t Ho would fight to maintain
yround hog day, the Fourth of July, All
Toole Duy and Christman, At Chelet-
mag time he will forever be a boy,
whether o goes to Conpgress or the Preal-
dunt's chalr, He usudlly gets o great
muny Christmea prosants ond gived more
than he can afford, but he has s holy
horror of givitg ot revelviog. anything
thot dn uantdl,  He: woulll rather get &
Afty-dent cheomo than o 80 oviErooat,

Tha Jate Nokle Prentles, while work-
{ng for John N, Martlh 1o the Atchingn
(hummplon, meveri] yenry dgo (ook o no-
| tom pog time (o save money and started
o bank aooount, He kept putting monay
| Into the banle for mearly o yenr, One day
Ihr mn short of monsy and 1t s (o)) oy
actunl trath that he had (o uslc Governor
Murthn how to get (toot Ho was prob-
by, Aty yenm of age of the tHme wod
never had wiitten o check Vietor lan't
quite that bal Tle knows how to put
miney Inte & bank and how to draw
10 oty but he doen't know uiy more
about bow hly secount stinds, no long
o It In on the vight elde of the ledger.
than n oltlzen of Timbucton, A robber
could enteh him any bour of the day or
nlght between Junuary and October snd
not be oble to fnd more then two bLits
In i poket,

Mostly evorytioly bYelloves thut he
i eollege-bred mon. He len't. ALl hin
educntion wis gotten In b ward school
[n Wichltn. He wos o geholar ot fourtdan
and befora ha wis ten yoars of oge he
was Juggling with the English lnnguege
andl cosstrusting parloxes, eplgrams and
things, Hlis vocubulary In almost squal
to the dictionary, He' gets thin by In-
heritanc, for probubly no editor west
of the Missiesippl knows mord words of
the Eoglish Inngusge than his father .

Victor lkes exeltoment, He In plways
ut the window when s brase band or the
fire department In piseing, He would
rathar have seen Mont Peeles blows |ts
hewd oft thin got o certifcate of eleotion
to the Unlted Stited Sienaste. He has o
passion to #ea the forcow of nature at
work: and hos sald mony timen that he

r

VICTOR MURDOCK

Thiey will belog all kinds of cllfmings ta
hive Wiem reprinted and can't under-
ntand why the ¥outh's Companion will
publish them dnd the Bagle won't. With
them: Vietor his o fercs time, He will
urgun with them unill ane wonld think
they werp ot the polit of exchanging
Wlows and when he hos argued enouh
e generally yiells and then the woman
foed myay doubly Lappy o the beljof that
nhig gcored o double vielary In gelting the
pleee printed and fn What fn tore to hey,
Retting the beat of the srgumant.

Human sympathy i s wonderful thing,
Probubly there Iy 1o matrapolitan papar
In Americs which prints obltuarles for
avatybory, fres, but the Bagle Vietor
holds thit birth and death are the biggest
oventa In the chain of a human career.

It |8 ‘hin polloy, and ha holds to At

strlatly with a '‘must” (iat n bereaved
famlly must have the right to express
thélr morrows and thile bopes through the
Hugle. 1t makes nd diference who tho
peaple urp, Tho humblest nogro women
{n town, if her husband dles, con use the
columin of the Magla to tell the puldio hin
Rondness In 1fe, The sortows of & negro
woman or of any other person in humble
Mfe are beld by Wm to be as genulne ne
the sorrows of those in exalted soslal sta.
ton, Tho 'card of fhanka" always geta
in and the buby notles Is mivs to be thars,

An b mtory teller, mowtly personal ex-

| periancen, Viitor 18 at home. Ha hop o

wondorful mamory of events although It
I not an strong an to names and, facen,
& o gopd politielan plight to have. He
catt tell n story better than he cin writy
it and that ls an wnosunl tralt In & news-
paper man of b abillty; and 1t In cer-
tninly a compliment to his story-lalling
powars, T bave known him fo st on o
wtool in the print shop on Bunday moming
after the paper had gone to press and sn-
teriRin fifteen or twonty mian for Ax high
s four hours nt & altting, 1 don't kow
that 1 have ever hoard him toll the same
story twice,  Ho o pootie tn his fanoles,
although ho hea nover writin & yemee
unless b has done it I seerot, Whith he
iy di 1n hly youth,

would ke o be In o gyolone if be could
five o wetto 1t up Ha i fond of polltl.
cul gaoitement but dovs not like to be
the cemtend fgure o Jt The mots com-
pictod 00 08 the more be Dlkes IE e
capiie i loves fo unrmvel the mohemes
of meh pod' can ed deep Into the entins
glements of polities]l combinutions, It
in wn Intrdeute machine, whows workligs
he falle to understund, 1t Is the news-
piper Instlnet and not the politien] b
Htingt that s bark of Him,

His friendstilpa nre poculing, Eate ot
nlght dnce the telephote bell rang and
1w called for, T do not know whether
Vietor hud gojie to'bud or not, bub It was
very dute.  Mentloning the name of o
oortaln men to me ba sald: “if anything
ghould ‘happen to me I want you to als
wiys be his friend'" The man had dove
him o service and hp conpelved the pos-
ufhllity ot midden denth befors ha eould
raward him for It He wios 8o sanelBlo to
the fnatinat of frlondanip that he would
not plile the pomnlbiilities of doath till
noxt morning to tell me of hls winh, He
will, fn Ume, forglve moything but de-
celt—that he never forglyed. A fow duys
Mo o reotlved o letter from B politietin
[nn western Kanson gounty, frankly stat-
| that he wia opposed to Him, Abter
Vigtor reud It he saldi “if all the men
wire Jlke Rlm' polities would aol be &
eollosal 1le." 1 balleve the most eloguent
lettar ha hom wilttén ‘@uring his came
palgn was to this man thanking him for
hin frankoean, He folt that be had the
one hundtedih and nlhaty-frst part of
o probiom of hin camfalgn aolved when
he reselved this fetter.

Victor waa hors at Burllngama 8 year
g, when that town was In what s now
the Boventh dlatriot. Defore he waa quils
i yelr o) he woe brodght to Wieldts 1n
o Etuge-conch und rods A good doal of
the way on tha kneo of Justice David J,
Browar of the soprems court of the
Unlted Blatos who wae hig fellow pas-
ponjer,  Hle has been hors over aliee
with the axceptlon of something Hie two
years it Chiougo, 1f Mo jgoen tn Cone
greny mo man i the Bevanth distriot will
ayor fedd that hy W misreprosented,

DAVIDD, LEAHY.

VANDERGRIFT ON
THE CANDIDATE

Glever Pen Plcture of Victor Murdock by One
‘of the Veteran Gorrespondents of
‘the State Gapltal

Writing from Wiehita to the Ksnsa
Clty Btar, Fred Vundergrift says of “The
Real Vietor Murdock:"

Y1t will be ngrecalie nws to Kansos
men and women cverywhers, at home
and sbroad, when they hedr of the poml-
nating of Vietor Murdock for Congrees
No othor man jn Kausss hes so many
frlends and nong of the now gensration
s s many adtnlrers—genuing, unssitidh
sdmizgrn, It sometimes 1o the Kuansis
way (o uss the superistive carelossly,
Bub this 1v ono that will stay and poss
unohitiongoed.

"In the rivairy for fame nnd advaoes.
ment umung his contempornries, nlmble
und pesirtlve men sometimes of leas pa-
tye nbility have, by selelog the opportus
nity, pushed inty view abesd of Vietor
Murdock; but be 18 not o man to find
foult or compliin, He knows what suc-
Geun means, and generounly glving the
congratulatory hand, sturdlly pursoes
Kl own way, ‘He never pulls down what
finother bullds up and the sin of Ingrati-
tude never how polsomed his charastos,
Hovy never eotors bis mind and o He
14 hin abemination, He ib ambitioun bo-
Yoo even his own admissions, but hle
provinelal sucoesses in his chosen pro-
feaston hsve satlsfled bim, confident thot
A Wider feld would opén to him soonor
or later, and mow the opportunity has
L,

“Mr, Murdock s u genuine man, and
theratore, companionable snd  trusts
worthy, The world to him s o constant
reveiation and will be to the end of
days, for he is wine enough to know that
What It hus tnken nature ages to plan
and form cannot be all studled out In
the paalmlst's span of life, He wants
companions slways and he finds them
wherever he goes. Frlend ‘or strangsr,
high or low, wherever he goes, he al-
wayd finds o companion, and dally sdds
to his store df kiowledge. He I8 o greut
atuldent of men und causes, and he hds
s own wuy of guthering (nformetion,
When ho goes nmoog the peopls, as ho
hog begn dolng the Just sixty days, he
mudiounly avolds the politiclane, They
are the lgt men to seek, he says,

Ut fs my observation Mr, Murdock
nnld to o correspondent of The Btar last
night, ‘thit the best plice to And what
the: people: are thioking about ia the
eountry drug btore, The drng store la
Unuilly the oldent estalilished buslpess In
0otown, It may changs ownets, but the
bulnesd staye and there the men of the
Hitle town and néarby farms are n the
hablt of congreguting after thelr work
hours, or on holllaye. And they are
brlght man, too, pliln and homespun aa
they may seem,  Well, wher 1 wis on
thess Lejpn Intely, I WA out from the
"leadors’ und found my why to the drog
store, Nobody knew me, but that, par
hips, wan all the better, At Medlotos
Lodgn, for Ingtanee, T found them talllog
about the Isthmlan eanal, When I found
in openlng 1 modestly lojected my boom
fon' Congresa. One min had heard of my
father and introduced me to the erowd.
They nil shook hands with me, in the sols
am (. respeolful fashion of tueal oome
munities, und then, without eoremong,
returniid 1o ghe lsthmion oanal as If 1
had mot oome all the wiy Lo Modlolne
Lodige to show thom my boom. It took
my eoneelt down & peg.

UFom the eanal they deifted to Theos
dote Hoosevelt, and so It wad from Medl-
cine Lodis o' Groat Benil} all over, wher.
pvop 1 went, the peopls wire talking of
the stupendous enterprise of the Twen-
Lieth eentury and of the wholesome man
Who has dome 1o the head of the natlon,
L hive not Uved very Jong, but 1 hove
Desn obout & bt and sedn pubile men,
and never fn all my olscrvintion, or avon
mading, have we had on’ Amerlean s
gonorally esteemed and reapected by ton
peopls ns Mr. Roosevelt, Old lne and
radiedl Democrats will voto agaliit him
and share I the natlon's pride in him,’

Uit wan pleasunt to wiinesa the homo-
coming of Victor Murdeck the day after
the Grout Hend convention, It wam
weleame of the people, of hls friends, and
Liamodrats were no less enthuslaatio than
Hopublioany, Thousunds wers uf the sto-
ton when the tegln errived. Tt bucked 1o
and Mr, Murdook stood modestly on the
platform, It wan & new experience for
the young man, Ha who all hls naws:
paper e has bheen sounding the prilses
of other men was now himsel! & heeo nnd
tho mubjeel of un ovatlon naver bafors

Hed in } or num-
hera in the town of his abode. First
umllon wire In hie' eyes, thet toars, and
then he wia seleed by men and Norne
upon thole shoulders to the sidewalk. Old
mon of his father's yeara and sohool time
friends of his own graaped ke hands, and
Women todk Nim In thelr arme aod kissed
hilm. Nowsboys and gold caddies shouted
"Hellg, Vietor!' the mills snd factorhes
sounded o nolsy weleome, and street par
belly wdded to the din,  Finally the
‘boy'n’” tather and mother, his wife aod
Iittle daughter, and other kindred were
found In the erowdy and the procesnion
led' by two bands, and the newsbays,
moved 1o the Wichita Eagle oftleo, whars
the young eandldate made u speedh from
the window,

* “Phe populiirlty of Vietor Murdook In
this town 1& somothing remarkable,
makd Mr, Hogry, sditor and proprietor of
the Demoecrutie papor, today, "I have
known him many years, and T never have
heard man, woman o child eay an fil
word of Wi He i my dval in bisloees
but 1 am very fond of Viator Murdock.
Thill populnrity gooes bock to hiy sehdol
diys. Ho ln n prodocy of the Widhita
wzhoole, and to this day the old compan-
Iong of hin youth ars Wle warm frlends,
Ho 1o & bright man, too, T sover have

Lnown & young man of mors shility, and | m

i Is abaolutely honust, Bllbnnld{lul
his genuine charaotor are hin charms,'

"Anlmuummrntmw.'

s worth tn erd el overn thls tow
Phe bumblor clupes are even more kind
In thelr praldes than the Uukloess wnd
proteswlonal men, Yiotor Murdoele knows
Hvery siviel car driver and motorneer Jn
Lown, He ohways rides 1o fronk with
thom, und they exchange  conlldences.
He: tolls them hig Mies und dalikes and
they 1l Nimo thelbd They tell him: of
thele fumiiles, of thelr hard Juck aod
foud, uf thely ehilren and of thelr hopes
Wil fourd, L0 le hld ourloul jud évers
broudening mind, e wonte to  kKoow
what |8 guing on ot the buttom; what
tho people are thidking,

e s gobd world, Mr Murdoek
suld tolay. 'Since | got ot this race
I have mude up my tlod Lt 16 e ok
bl bad,!

" ‘How nbout the othor halt?

“Igh; that 18 good, oo, Noture does
nothlg wrong, ‘W only take 0 wrong
vigw of things sometimes, that's all'

"Vigtor Murdock 18 n man of Hlgh 1dénls
wud he also bisd (dole. Bometimes be et
the two mixed, Hia idols are often men
of Lorrowed ability., but all men of that
clugs ars brilliant In the use of the gt
of others, and 80 thls young man, who
Iuplee up nnd never dawn, always hod o
Lttle josy bouse gtowed wway |o hin mind
nd It j& foll of idols,

"Home yewrs agu there came to Wichita
o young man, brilliant and well bora, but
Improwident and disslpated, and he knew
books by heart, He could turn hla hand
Lo wnything, sod he waa espoclally o brll-
lunt writer, He could Imitats Thuckeroy
or Dickenn and gould Inject Bhakespeare
and all that, He wan rot orlgloal or crea-
tive, but Me Grilllant converention and
charm of manner fuscinated young Mur-
dogk, While Yietor worshipped, his 1dol
never gave & word of commendation In
raturn.

“%ou don't drink and you must nover
form tha hublt,' he used to say betwoen
tilg own cupn. Or ‘You smoke tou much;
Lt e KU myselt that way, but you shall
not." Or 'You go home, Vietor and be
{frosh for work tomorrow.'

Only good advies and eommandd] naver
n wird of pralsg from the ldol,

“Onie day while the two young men
wers worklng In Chlcago, the ol was
Kllled dna ralirond collision, and in'u fow
wieks the paper which employed them
et Vietor to onvell o Hitio monument
that 1t had erected to the dead man'y
momory, At thy slde of the grave stood
o eoualn of the dand mun. 1 won p young
womin, dnd ghe took from her purse o
min's visiting eard. It bore the name
'Victor Murdook:*

SO0 am the et Hylng persoh who spolie
to o friend;’ she sadd to Vietor, ‘FiL-
toen minutil bafors he was killed he
gove me this eard, suylng: “There, my
cousln, i the same of the brightest mon T
aver knew," "

“At Jast tho ddo] had spoken and glven
Nls frlond one woard of prulss, but It wes
froan the grove

YR Vietor 1= trus to ble 10l dnd
Idonlizes Nim, although durlng all the
years of thole friondship Murdock was
ooming Into fome and broodening In
mind, while the other was ddling In boes
rowed plumage, Vietor Murdook 18 o fian
who never loses fulth,

**Ah, Vietor, his grdfather obeerved
one duy, ‘what o tragedy whon you mas-
tura and find out the aham of this world

WMt Wi s good miny yeats wgo, and
P ol mnan be dn Bk geave now, but 1
hive not faund e world so very bnd,"
Hilld Mr; Murdock last nighy

e puos of Mordookn are a bit baed-
headod when they think they nre getbing
the ‘warst of It and sonietimes they de-

Wy, Thisy nuver wtoop to o tortenton, hut
thay set up In busihess for themssives
und that I8 what young Vietor did onos
upon o Hme, He waa only 90 yuaes old,
bt e wis mirrled, and iy wite ahiged
In his wpielt of Independenes, Hé had
Biseny workhng on the Wichith Tigla since
hid groduntion from the Wichite IHigh
Hehool, and one day he went to his father
for o ‘mise’ He woe gétting 8 8 week,
ol he wanted HA.

St woulkd sk be fale, Vietor, to tha
olliey boys' Colonel Mutdovk sald. T
can't promole you over oider pmd more
unaful man,’

b mpleit of falr pliy W wlso In the
Milrdoek blood

Wil wm worth me miidh @8 the books
kooper,! the voung' men protested.

" 'No, Viotor, wa could not replace the
bookkeaper, tut wo could you. Be pa-
thent and walt awhils, Live along with
your mother and me ol you learn te
iy !

YRt the bay winted o get out aud be
dolng better, Hao went to his mother,

POl out and g to o blgger town)'
nhe sald,

e wite agreed with the mother Ahs
wan only 14 yoars old ther, hnd had mar-
tiud wher Al wie 16, but ahy possessod
the courige of womnanhood nnd i that
Viotor Murdock would sucooed,

“Ho the himd of the Wichita Nouss of
Murdoek was netonished the fext morn-
Ing b0 péotive & note informing Hin that
His won Vietor huad, realgued aof would
try his fortune i Chloago, It wm o des.
perate chanen the boy waa teling, but the
courige of 1t nll pleased the ‘ol man,
and 80 Viglor tranafetred hia alleglinoo
from the Wiohitn Eagle to the Chloago

Inter Ooenn, He heégan st 1o and
e thought It wan o fortune, woklced
two weeks withoue drawlny his pw. Onae
day I the thitd weel tha ety aditor

calltd hirm to hib desle. ‘You arewarted

In the busloets offlce,’ he sudd.
" "That in their way of Arin

the new roparter thought.
* 1y your name Musdook !
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