
i .. .. Productive Oil Leases. The princl; Funds Belonging to Milwau v

Bank Lost in May Wheat Speculation

Frank G. Bigelow. President of the City's Oldest Financial
Institution. Confesses That He Embezzled Fortune and
Lost It on Chicago Board of Trade.

Attend Easter Service. On Easter
Sunday, 553 children attended the
Methodist Sabbath school at King-

man, and not all of them were girls
with new bonnets, either.

Made Big Gain. Wellington doesn't
desire to claim all the credit but
there Is no use denying that it Is a

mighty important point on the Pan-

handle road, which has made a gain
of over $100,000 in business in the
last year,

Has Philippines Coins. A King-
man bank has on display Philippine
coins from one peso down to a cen-tav-

and Kingman Is becoming
frightened at the great number of
Spanish-speakin- g people that has ris-

en up among its people.
Into Refinery 8cheme. T, A. l,

the governor's private secre-

tary, has gone into an Independent re-

finery scheme with an oil and gas
company of Humboldt of which ho
Is a member. At a meeting of tho
company it was decided to Issue
$60,000 of treasury stock to build a

ci'. this property at $380,000. But the
directors think that it will not foot up
over $200,000 or $250,000. A singular
coincidence Is that the difference be-

tween Bigelow's first statement of his
shortage and what it was actually
found to be later Is about what his
personal assets turned over amount to.

gitimate enterprises in which the
banker had engaged have proved to be
too heavy loads for him to shoulder.

As Mr. Bigelow said himself, as he
walked from his home to be arraigned
before United States Court Commis-

sioner Bloodgood: ,

"I got In beyond my depth; I

thought things would come out all
right, but they did not."

That was all the defaulting banker
vould say. What his close friends
may know mors In detail,-i- anything,
hat- not been divulged. It is doubtful,
however, If- any of his most intimate
homestead In Milwaukee and. a large
friends had an inkling of the situation
until the crash came. Even his broth-
er, thevVlce-presiden- t of the First Na-

tional Bank, was in ignorance of any-

thing wrong, to the slightest extent,
until the Investigation that followed
(he confession.

Only the bank president and the
dupes or worse that assisted him in
the manipulation of the bank's books
knew anything, to all appearances, and
the criminal acts had been going on
for months, if not for years.
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Killed by Trolley Car. Robert
Dewing, the child of
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dewing of

Wichita, was run over by an electric
cir and Instantly killed. The child
was playing along the track, and as
the car neared him he attempted to
run across the track. His head was
rround to a duId beneath the
wheels.

Kanaan to Wisconsin. Prof. W. K
Carruth of the University of Kansas
will conduct the classes in German at
the University of Wisconsin during
the summer session of that school
The session at Madison will not be
gin until June 26, giving Prof. Car
ruth, who has charge of the summer
school here, opportunity to get the
work well under way1 before he goes
to the other work.
' Gives College Library. Andrew
Carnegie has donated to the German
Baptist college of McPherson $10,000

for a library building. Tho gift is de

pendent upon the college providing a
like sum of $10,000 as an endowment
fund for the future support of the li-

brary. At, a meeting of the faculty
It was decided at once to accept the
gift and to take the necessary steps
to raise the endowment fund,

Drew Appoints 8taff. Brigadier
General Charles Drew, of the Kan-

sas national guard, has appointed his
staff, as follows: Assistant adjutant
general, George W. Porter, Topeka;
deputy surgeon general, Senator Char-
les Huffman, Columbus; commissary
general, H. M. Phillips, Topeka; quar-
termaster general, Harry O'Donnell,

Ellsworth; aides, William Beals and
Harry Price, both of Burlingame.

Bethany Cleared $3,300. At Llnds-bor- g

the "Messiah" concerts for
this season have closed. Innes and
his band had given eight concerts,
all of which were well attended. The
oratorio chorus comprised 585 voices
and the orchestra sixty pieces. The
Bethany Oratorio association cleared
$3,300, which will go into the college
treasury. Mr. Innes said he had nev-

er heard another chorus sing "The
Messiah -- so well as the Bethany
chorus sang it.

Gas For Small Towns. Frank L.

Epps, engineer for the Kansas
Natural Gas Co., appeared before the
councils of Gardner, .Edgerton and
Wellsville this week, asking for a gas
franchise for the company. If fran-

chises are secured he says that the
work of putting in mains at these
places will be begun at once and
that gas will be supplied by June
I. The company asks for a maxi- -
mum rate of 45 cents, to be Increas-
ed to GO cents at the end of five

years.
Fuel Oil Tank Line. The Wichita

Fuel Oil and Tank Line Company was

organized. It Is a corporation and
has a capital stock of $50,000. The
incorporators are: W. D. Rice and I.

6. Woodward of Wichita; D. W.
Blaine of Pratt, H. C. Taylor of Ly-

ons, E. E. Frlzzell of Larned. The
purpose of the company is to supply
crude oil to the people of southwest-
ern Kansas for fuel purposes. A line
of twenty tank cars has already been
purchased and the company will pro-
ceed at once to build two 10,000-barre- l

storage tanks here for the purpose of

supplying oil to Wichita consumers.
Tanks will also be built in other
towns as rapidly as possible.
'

Oil Prices Tumble. The price of
western oil was reduced four cents a
barrel. The price now ranges from
67 to 37 cents per barrel. Heavy oil
of 28 degrees of gravity, which last
year at this time brought $1.18 per
barrel, is now worth 17 cents per bar-

rel, but the Standard Oil Company is

buying nothing even at these prices.
The recent cut makes a reduction of
ten cnts a barrel in the price of
Kansas and territory oils in a week.
The Standard Oil people say the price
for the top grade will go to 50 cents
a barrel and the price of Kansas
heavy 28 degrees oil will go to 10

cents a barrel.

Burned In Their Home. Mr. and
Mrs. Herman Pfeil burned to death
in their home In Riley, a small sta-

tion just west of Manhattan, f The
couple were the only occupants of
the house. It is believed by many
that the' fire originated from an In-

cubator in the cellar, although the
fire was first discovered upstairs in
a room adjoining one occupied by
Mr. and Mrs. Pfeil. All efforts to
arouse the sleepers were In vain, and
the circumstances point to a possi-

bility of murder. The coroner left
here this morning to hold an Inquest.
Mr. Pfeil was a retired farmer. He
was elected a member ol Riley's city
councll at a recent ejection,
' Pasturing Wheat. Much of the
wheat on the bottom land along the
Smoky Hill river has been growing
so rank that many farmers continue
to turn their cattle onto their fields
to pasture. Especially In the parts
flooded last year and the year be-

fore, where fertilizing deposits were
left by both floods are crops further
advanced than usual.

Grapevines Winter-Kille- All the
grapevines In the Geary county farm
vineyard, an eleven-acr- e tract, which
has been very productive in past
years, have been winter-killed- ,

pal development of the week in local
oil circles was the securing by the
Uncle Sam Refinery Company of over
4,000 acres of productive oil leases
with a number of good wells, pumping
plants and piping. Some of this prop
erty Is in the Independence field and
a portion is In the Coffeyville dis
trict.

Lawrence a Dry Town. The sheriff
and police of Lawrence made a raid
on numerous ' ' Joints ' that have
been operating In the city. Four ar
rests were made and a large amount
of contraband stuff was captured,
The town is remarkably free from
" Joints ' V and drinking clubs, and
the city and county officers Intend
that It shall remain so.

Complaint of Lumber Rate. Carr
Taylor, attorney for the railroad
board, is getting ready to bring a
complaint before the Interstate com
merce commission against the lum
ber rates charged In Kansas. He
claims they are excessive. He has
been making some figures recently,
and says he finds that the railroads
get about $95,000,000 a year out of
Kansas in freight charges of all
kinds.

Work Will Be Thorough. Judge
Clark, Judge Benson and S. T. Howe,
tho advisory board named to Investi-

gate suspected state house records,
arc in session with Governor Hoch.

They refuse to state what depart-
ment will be overhauled but they de-

clare that the work will be begun at
oiico and be thorough and

It is generally understood In

Topeka that the state treasurer's
office will be the first on tho pro-

gram.

May End Fights. May Day has
been declared a holiday at the Uni-

versity of Kansas, In honor of the
sophomores, the class of 1907, who
have decided to take no part In any
May Day demonstration such as have
occurred In the past- at the Institu-
tion. The chancellor and members
of the faculty of the school are much
gratified at the stand that has been
taken by this class, which if adhered
to, will bring to an end the disgrace,
ful fights that have hitherto marked
tho day.

Will Be An Open Shop. T. A. Mc- -

Neal, the newly elected state printer,
says that under bis administration
the state printing plant will be an
' ' ' 'open concern and the typographi-
cal union will not be recognized off-

icially. The office will run on the
eight-hou- r plan, however, and the
union scale will be paid. Charles S.

Sutherland, president of the local

typographical union, says this ar-

rangement will be satisfactory. At
present the state printing office, un-

der George A. Clark, is a union shop.
The new plans will make it the only
' ' open ' ' plant in Topeka.

Getting Divorce Statistics. The
government census bureau is prepar-
ing to gather complete statistics In re
gard to divorces In this country.
Special agents will be sent to every
county in every state and territory in
the Union to get a list of the di-

vorces granted, the causes and all in-

formation of that Bort. The divorce
laws of the various states are also to
be compared. When the work is com-

pleted it will show what class of peo-

ple figure the most in divorco suits,
what percentage of divorced people
have children and a lot --of other in-

formation that will mako good read-

ing.

Inspection Mandatory. State Oil

Inspector Hussey has notified the
Marshall Oil Company, of Marshail-town- ,

la., that it cannot sell oil in
Kansas unless it is inspected by a
Kansas inspector. The company Is

developing a trade In Northern Kan-

sas. Its oil is inspected by the Iowa

department, and it wants the Kansas
department to take the Iowa inspec-
tion. But Hussey declines to do so.

The Kansas department doesn't in

spect any oil that goes out of Kan-

sas, ' ' said ' ' oilhe. It only inspects
that 8 consumed in the state. If the
Iowa concern wants to get out of pay-

ing two fees it must get Iowa to drop
the Inspection of oil that comes into
Kansas and let us Inspect it."

Taxes to be Returned. At Ottawa
District Judge Smart made a decision
ordering the return to property own-

ers of $17,275.94, paid into the county
treasury of "tax ferret" assess-
ments. The total payment on these
supplemental assessments, which were
taken from the county mortgage rec-

ord, amounted to $27,143.68. Judge
Smart holds that $9,807.09 rightfully
belongs to the county. The practice
of assessing real estate and personal
property other . than money and se-

curity at 25 per cent and less of its
value, and assessing money and se-

curities at 60 per cent of their value,
was raised as an issue in the litiga-
tion, and Judge Smart ruled that all
property must be taxed on the same
basis. He accordingly computed the
tax on the property In question tit 25

per cent of its actual value, and de-

nied the right of the county clerk to
correct assessments prior to 1902.

Looks Like Military Pott. Adju-
tant General Hughes Is now getting
ready for the annual auction sale of
discarded military supplies of the
Kansas National Guard. Enough such
stuff Is sold each year to clothe a
good portion of Topeka. So much
of this stuff Is bought annually and
worn by Topeka people that strang-
ers think the town Is a military post,

Lawrence Man la Dead. Dr. Carl
Newman,' aged 80 years, a resident
of Lawrence since 1857, died at his
home there. He was prominent In the
early days of the state.

CRASH AFTER FORTY YEARS.

Bigelow Wipes Out In a Few Months
the Success of a Lifetime.

One of the curious questions on the
streets of Milwaukee when the news
of the crash became known was:

"What's the use of working hard
forty years and ending as Frank Bige-
low has ended?"

Bigelow entered the employ of the
tank that now bears the name of the
First National forty years age as a
bank messenger. He was born In

Hartford, N. Y., In 1847, and came to
Milwaukee with his parents in 1861,
hi& father being one of the well-know- n

physicians of the city In the early days
when Grand avenue was a coasting

nil in ihn rfvur fnr tho rliililrp
The son received a public schooli

education here, but in 1804 entered!
the employ of the bank and remained' '

there, advancing step by step, through1
all the years, until his downfall. Ho
vas known as one of the hardest-workin- g

men in the city. His devotion
to his bank duties was marked, andV

when each day he was free from then
ho was known as a home man.

So far as the books of the bank:
have been examined it does not appear
tt at during his forty years of connec-
tion with the institution a singlo pen-r- y

went wrong through him until De-

cember, 1904.

That Is, he wiped out forty years of
honorable record in a trifle more than
four months.

Speculation and ventures on the
equally uncertain sea of industrial ex-

ploitation have brought to ruin and
disgrace a former president of the
American Bankers' Association, the
courted adviser of the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States, the so-

cial and business associate of men

high in the political and financial cir-

cles of the nation, and a man, in short,
whose name until now stood as a
synonym for ability, sagacity and pro-

bity in the banking world.
The city of Milwaukee is aghast at

the exposure. The people scarcely
can realize the truth of it, and It Is
rate to say that financial America is
stupefied, for the name of Frank G.

Eigelow had even a wider fame
among bankers than the institution of
which he was the head, with its capi-
ta', of $1,500,000, its surplus and undi-

vided profits of $1,100,000 and its de-

posits of $16,000,000.
A report that J. Plerpont Morgan

Lad defaulted would be no more of a
t hock in the financial center of the
country than the story that followed a
meeting of the directors of the First

National Bank was to the people of
Milwaukee.

In carrying on his mammoth thefts
of the bank's funds President Bigelow
bad accomplices among the employes
ci the Institution. One of these was

Henry G. Goll, an assistant cashier.
i Gordon Bigelow, the son of the bank
president, a young man somewhere
around 30 years of age has been
Known as a plunger In the stock and
grain markets for a long time, and ru-

mor said that a large part of the
n'oney embezzled by the banker went
t'j meet the losses entailed by his son.

The son has been known as a high
roller, and several months ago" gossip

s husv about some of his big win

nings, one successful coup having net
ted him, according to report, some

$!i00,000.
But of late there are said to have

been losses. A week or ten days ago
L. W Kneeland, a Chicago broker,
went to Milwaukee, and coincident
with his visit there were stories of
come heavy squeezes that young Bige-

low had suffered. It Is said that
Kneeland came to have some matters

straightened out, and that ho departed
with any claims he might have had
'fully satisfied.

Stories of May wheat also have
teen rife. The persons who hereto-for- e

have hesitated to make any crit-

icism of the financier remembered
red voiced their recollection that
Frank G. Bigelow himself has always
been a plunger. One enterprise in
which he engaged that has been em

broiled with costly litigation is tho
National Electric Company, and it was

M that several other perfectly le

refinery of two 300-barr- stills.

8tlll Probing In Kansas. While
Commissioner Garfield has left Kan-
sas the investigation in the Kansas
oil fields Is still going on. Before his
departure Mr. Garfield left a half doz-

en more inspectors come on from
Washington to continue the work.
He outlined to them what Informa-
tion he wanted. He took his three
original Inspectors west with him.

Douglas County Jointlsts. The al-

leged Jolntists arrested at Lawrence
had hearings in the county court.
Charles Jenkins was discharged and
the liquor ordered returned. Leander
Ray, pleaded guilty to one count, was

given a stay of sentence and paid the
costs. Phil Hervey and Thomas Mc-Ge- e

had their trial postponed until
May 15.

Vote Railroad Bonds. Lacrosse
and Big Timber townships, Rush

county, voted aid In bonds yesterday
at the rate of $2,000 a milo, to build
the Gulf, Hutchinson & Northwest-
ern railroad. This Is the first aid
voted. Three townships In Reno
county may have an election in about
a month's time. It is the' intention
to start work on the road at Lacrosse
in a few weeks.

Broken Flange Derailed Cars. A

broken flange on a car wheel derailed
three freight cars on a Missouri Pa-

cific freight, one and a half miles east
of Ottawa. Claude DeBello, cashier
at the Pacific depot there, was In the
caboose, which was derailed, and suf-
fered a severe scalp wound. Con
ductor Frye and the two brakemen
were also In the caboose, but escap
ed with slight injuries.

Will Claim Immunity. Tho Pull
man Company has not yet filed an-

swer to the complaint of exorbitant
rates lodged against it by R. S. Jones
before the railroad board. Tho com
pany, it is understood, will contend
that the railroad commissioners have
no control over It, as the title of the
railroad law says nothing about sleep-

ing car companies, and therefore the
law, insofar as it relates to sleeping
car companies, Is invalid.

Ore Boom at Baxter. The lead r.nti

zinc mines near Baxter Springs have
taken a new boom. Quite a number
of new rich strikes have been made
this week, and the camp is full of

prospectors looking up leases. The

concentrating plants are running on
full time and the ore is of the best
quality. Fully fifty shafts are being
sunk on new prospects which have
previously been drilled. It is estimat-
ed there will be at least twenty-flv-

large concentrating plants in opera-tlt-

within a year.
Bonds In School Fund. The state

treasurer's books show that the four
school funds combined have bonds

aggregatng $8,367,970.33. Of this
amount $7,537,724.00 is in the per-
manent school fund; $146,809.17 is
in the unverslty fund; $212,306 Is in
the normal fund and $477,071.50 Is in
the agricultural fund. The perman-
ent fund contains $290,996.3G in de-

linquent bonds and $139,854.51 In de-

linquent coupons and interest. The at-

torney general has put his chief clerk,
John Dawson, to work trying to col-

lect or compromise the delinquent
bonds and coupons.

Cracksmen Were Foiled. An at-

tempt was made at Leavenworth to
blow open a big safe in William
Small & Company's. When the store
was opened it was found that bolts
of cloth had been piled up against
the safe to deaden th.e explosion, and
the paint had been scratched off the
door near the combination prepara-
tory to drilling a hole for the ex-

plosive. It was evidently the work
of an experienced cracksman, as an
effort had been made to get connec-

tion with the electric light wires for
the purpose of operating an electric
drill or to burn a hole with a carbon.
It is customary to shut off tho cur-

rent in this store at nights, and this
probably caused the robbers to give
up the job,

Hunts Misclng Son. Mrs. Llna
Householder, of Fort Scott, is mak-

ing an extended search for her son,
Ernest C. McDowell, who disappear-
ed last October and has not been
beard of since. She fears he has been
killed. The boy Is 17 years old, has
dark hair and eyes and weighs about
140 pound.

N6 ttoom tor Garden. Frank Ald-rlc-

a Kingman county farmer, last
week Bold all but 2,000 acres of hi?
ranch, and now he's wondering where
he is going to put his garden patch
this summer. .

False entries in the bank's books
concealed the defalcations that
mounted beyond the million mark.
President Bigelow took the cash and
with the connivance of employes cred-
ited the amounts abstracted to credit-
ors who never had the money.

WHAT BIGELOW TURNED OVER.

Directors Believe Worth of His Assets
About $250,000.

All that Mr. Bigelow has been able
to turn over to the First NatlonalBank
to make good his defalcation consists
or his life insurance, amounting to
$500,000, the largest amount in the
Northwestern Mutual Life, and his fine
amount of stocks and bonds. Presi-
dent Bigelow estimated the value of

BIG BANK DEFALCATIONS IN LAST TWENTY YEARS.

,1884 Ferdinand Ward, head of Grant & Ward, bankers. ..'..$6,000,000
1884 John C. Eno, president Second National, New York.... 3,000,000

1890 P. J. Claassen, president, and G. H. Pell, Sixth National,
Lenox Hill and Equitable.. ....... 1,000,000

1891 Gideon W. Marsh, president Keystone National, Philadel- -

phla .. .. ..r. 1,000,000'
1891 John T. Hill, president Nirith National, New York 400,000

1894 Samuel C. 8eeley, bookkeeper, Middlesex County Bank,
Perth Amboy, N. J........ 354,000

1900 William Schreiber, trusted clerk, Ellzabethport Banking
Company, Ellzabethport, N. J. 100,000

1900 C. L. Alvord, note teller, First National, New York 700,000
1900 Frank M. Brown, assistant cashier, German National,

Newport, Ky. .1 200,000

1901 Henry J. Flelsehman, cashier, Farmers' and Merchants'
Bank, Los Angeles. Cal 130,000

1902 Frank C. Andrews, vice presicent City Savings Bank, De- -

troit, Mich. ............... 1,500,000


