
TH E MESSAGE

An uwat it eoomgo of P ru d en t Ar- 
Mmr to tho Congres* of tho 

United State*.

Beei eeeef Mo Oooommental Operation* of 
ItOO• Tear and Recotnmenda- 

F o s fo r  Mo Puture.

A Clear JM flU  JMo the Worktngo of AU 
Mo Vorloue Branches of Me 

Pmtien al Government,

Ioieid Presentation o f Our Belatione 

with the Governmente of all 

the Barth,

TOTS PRESIDENT'S MESS AGIS. 
f  TOBHON AFFAIRS FIRST TREATED.

To the Senate and Housa of Representatives 
of the United States: It is provided by tne oon- 
stitntlon that the president shall from time to 
time give oongrese information of the state of 
the Union, and recommend to their considera- 

p tion snob measures as he shall judgo ueoeesary 
and expedient in reviewing the events of the 
year which has elapsed since the commence­
ment of your session. I first call your atten­
tion to the gratifying coudition of onr foreign 
affaire Onr intercourse with other powers bas 
continued to be of the most friendly character. 
Hnch slight differences as have arisen during 
the year have been already settled or are likely 
to reach an early adjnstment The arrest of 
eitiaens of the United States in Ireland under 
recent laws, whiob owe their origin to the dis­
turbed condition of that oountry, has led to a 
somewhat extended correspondence with the 
government of Great Britain, and a disposition 

I to respect our rights has been pradtioally man­
ifested by the release of the arrested parties. 
The olaim of the nation in regard to tho su­
pervision sad contra of any inter-oceanic 
canal across American isthmus has continued 
to be tho subject of oonferenoe. It is likely 
that time will be more powerful than discus- 

? sion in removing the divergence between the 
two nations where friendship is so closely 
oemented by the intimacy of their 
relations and the community of their interests 
Onr long established friendliness with Bussia 
has remained unbroken. It has prompted me 
to proffer the earnest oounael of this govern- 

» ment that measnres be adopted for suppress­
ing the proscription which the Hebrew raoe in 
that oonntry has lately suffered. It has not 
transpired that any American citizen has been 
subjected to arrest or injury, but onr cour- 
tsotu remonstrance has nevertheless been 
courteously rsosived. There is relief in the 

* belief that the time is not far distant when 
Bussia will be able to secure toleration to all 
faiths within her borders.

INTERNATIONAL CCNTXBRXCX.

At an international convention held iu Paris 
in 1880 and attended by representatives of the 

> United States an agreement was reached in 
I respect to the protection of trademarks, pat­

ented article* and the : of manufacturing
firms and corporations. The formulating into 
treaties of the recommendation a this adopted 
is rsosivlng tbs attention which it merits. The 
protection of snbmarine cables Is a subjeot now 

t under consideration by an international con­
ference at Parla. Believing that it is dearly 
the true policy of this government to favor the 
neutralisation of thia means of intercourse, 1 
requested onr minister in Frsnoe to attend the 
convention as a delegate. I also designated two 
of our eminent scientiste to attend as repre­
sentatives at the meeting of an international 
committee at Paris (or considering tbe adop­
tion of a common unit to measure electric foroe.
In view of tbe frequent occnrrenoe of oonfer- 
enoes for the consideration of important mat- 
ten  of oommon Interest to civilized nations, I 
respectfully suggest that the executive be in­
verted by oongress with discretionary power to 

' send delegatee to such conveatione. and that 
provision be made to defray the expenses inci­
dent thereto. Tbe difference between the 
United Btatee and Spain as to the effect of a 
judgment and certificate of naturalization baa 
not yet been adjusted, but it is hoped and be­
lieved that tbe negotiations now in 
progress will result in the establish­
ment of the position which *eetn to 
this government so reasonable and just.
I  have already called the atttn'ioii of congress 
to the fact that in the ports of tspxiu and bpanlsb 
colonies, onerous tines bave lately been im­
posed upon vessels of the United Btatee for 
trivial technieai offenses against local regu­
lations. Efforts for the abatement of these 
exaction« have thus far proved unsuccessful.
I regret to inform you also that the fees de­
manded by Spanish consuls tu American ports 
are In some case? so large. wtit-n compared 
with the value of the cargo, as to amount in 
effect to a considerable export duty, and that 
our remonstranoes in this regard hare not as 
yet received the attention which they deserve. 
The German government Las invited the 
United States to participate in an international 
exhibition of domeatio cattle, to be held in 
Hamburg in 1883. If thia country is to bo 
represented it is important that in the early 
days of this session oongrese should make an 
appropriation for that purpose Tbe death 
of Ur. Marsh, our late minister to 
Italy, haa evoked from that govern­
ment expressions of profound respect foi 
bis exalted oharaoter and for his honorable 
career in the diplomatic service of bis oountry. 
Tbe Italian government has raised a question 
as to the propriety of reoogmzing in his dual 
capacity the representative of this oountry re­
cently acorediied both as secretary of legation 
and as consul general at Rome. He has been 
received aa secretary, but bis exequater as 
consul general has thus far been withheld. 

extradition.
Tho extradition convention with Belgium 

•which has been tn operation since 1874 has 
been lately supplanted by another. The senate 
has signified its approval and ratifications have 

duly exchanged between the contracting 
countries To the list of extraditable crimes 
Jia* been added that of the assassination or 
attempted assassination of the chief of the 
state. Negotiations bave been opened with 
Switzerland, looking to a settlement by treaty 
of »be question whether its citizens can re­
nounce their allegiance and become citizens of 
the United States without obtaining permission 
ot the Swiss government I am happy to In­
form you that the immigration of pauper* and 
criminals from certain of the oantona of 
■Switzerland has substantially oeased and 
is no longer sanctioned by the authorities 
Tho consideration of this subjeot next prompts 
tne suggestion that the act of Aug. 3, 1882, 
which lias for its object the return of foreign 
convicts to their own country, should be so 
modified as not to be open to the in­
terpretation that It in any way effects 

' 'the extradition of criminals on preferred 
charges of crime. The Ottoman porte has not 
yet assented to the interpretation which ibis 
government has put upon the treaty of 1830- 
relative to its Jurisdictional rights in Turkey. 
It may well be, however, that this difference 
will be adjusted by a general revision of the 
system of jurisdiction of tho United fctateH in 
the c or ny- " of  tho E *st, and a subject to 
which JÎ5U» attention has boon already
called by the secretary of state.
In tbe Interest of justice towards Chili and 
Japan, I trust that tbe question of the return 
of indemnity funds to the governments of 
those countries will reach at the presont 
session the satisfactory solution which I have 
already reoommended aud whioh has recently 
been foreshadowed ! y congressional discus­
sion. Thu treaty lately coin ; ded with Cor a 
awaits the action of the senate. During the 
late disturbance in Egypt the timely presence 
of American vessels served as a protection to 
tbe persons and property of many of our own 
citizens and of oitizens of other countries 
whose governments havo expressed their 
thanks for this assistance.

THE CHINESE QUESTION.
Tbe reoent legislation restricting immigra­

tion of laborers from China has given rise to 
tbe question of whether Chinese proceeding to 
or from another country may lawfully pa«s 
through our own. In construing tbe aot of 
May 6, 1882, in oonnection with the treaty of 
Nov. 7, 1880, tbe restriction would seem to 
be limited to Chinese immigrants coming to the 
United States as laborers, and should not for- 

. bid •  mars transit aoroas onr territory. I ask 
tbe attention of oongress to tbe subject for 
snob aoUon as it may deem adviaable. This 
government baa reoently bad occasion to man-

boundary dispute now pending between fbatre- 
publio by tbo British possession of Sierra Leon.
Tbo reciprocity treaty with Hawaii will become 
terminable after Sept. 9,1883, on two months’ 
notice by either party. While oertain provi­
sions of that oompaot may have proved oner- 
one, its existence has fostered commercial re­
lations which it is important to preserve I sug­
gest, therefore, that an early oonaideratlon be 
given to aneb modifications of the treaty se 
seem to be demanded by the Interests of onr 
people In view of onr increasing trade with 
both Haytl and San Domingo, I  advise that 
provision be made for diplomatic intercourse 
with tbe latter by enlarging to eoope of tbe 
mission. At Portan Prinoe I  regret that 
oertain olaime of Amerioan oitizens against tbe 
government of Hayti have thus far been urged 
uuavailingly.

MEXICO.
A recent agreement with Mexico provide« for 

the crossing of the frontier by the armed foroee 
of either oonutrv in pursuit of Indiana In my 
message of last year, 1 called attention to tbe 
prevalent lawlessness on the borders, aud to 
the necessity of legislation for suppression.
I again invite the attention of oongrese to tbe 
subject A partial relief from these miaohiefn 
has been sought in a convention, which now 
aaka the approval of tbe senate, aa does an­
other touching the establishment of the inter­
national boundary between tbe United States 
and Mexioo. If the latter is ratified, the aetion 
of oongrese will be required for establishing 
suitable commissions of survey. Hie bound­
ary dispute between Mexioo and Guate­
mala, which led this government to 
proffer its friendly oonnsela to both 
partie«, baa been amicably settled.
No change has occurred in onr relations with 
Venezuela. I again invoke your action on tbe 
matter of the pending awards against that re­
public, to whioh reference was made by a spe­
cial message from the executive at your last 
session. Au invitation has been reoeived from 
tbe government of Venezuela to send repre­
sentatives in Jnly, 1883, to participate in tbe 
oentennial celebration of the birth of Bolivar, 
the founder of South American independence.
In connection with the event, it is designed to 
oommence the erecction at Oaraocas of a statue
of Washington, aud to oondnet an industrial j Sped«.......
exhibition, which will be open to American prod­
ucts. I request that tho United States be repre- 
sented.aud that suitable provision be made for 
the elevation of our mission In Central Amer- 
loa, the plenipotentiary rank of whioh 
which was authorized by congress at its late 
session and haa been since effected.

O H IU , PEEU AND BOLIVIA.
The war between Peru and Bolivia on the 

aide, and Chill on tbe other, began more than 
three years ago, on occupation by Ohill in 
1880 of all the littoral territory of Bolivia.
Negotiations for peacefnl settlement were con­
ducted under the directions of tbe United 
8tatès. Tbe allies refused to concede any 
territory, but Chili has since become master 
of the whole coast of both countries, and of tbe 
capital of Pern a year sinoe.as you have already 
been advised by correspondence transmitted.

From profita on coinage, bâillon
deposits and assay■ ................

From Indian trait fund..............
Grom deposits by individuals for

surveying public lauds............
From revenues of the District of

Columbia............. .................
From miscellaneous sources........

4.118.633 78 
5.705,248 22

2,052.300 36

1,715,176,41 
8,383.445 43

Total ordinary receipts.............. 403,525,550 28
The ordinary expenditures for the same pe­

riod were:
For civil expenses....................  $18,042,386 42
Foreign Intercourse..............   1,387,586 19
Korlndians...............................  173,674 00
For pensions............................. 61,845,193 95
For the military establishment,

Including river and harbor Im­
provements and arsenal...........

For naval establishment, inclu­
ding vessels, machinery and 
Improvements at navy yards...

For miscellaneous expenditures,
Including public buildings, liebt 
bouse* and collecting revenue..

For expenditures on account of
tbe District of Columbia.......

For Interest on the public debt..

000,000. and finally as has been already 
stated, $220,000,000. The inoome from this 
service for tho fiscal year which will end on 
June 30, 1883, will doubtless be considerably 
in excess of the sum last mentioned. If the tax 
on domeatio spirits is to bo retained, it is 
plain, therefore, that large reduotious 
from the customs revenue are en­
tirely feasible. While recommending tbii 
reduction, I am far from advising ths 
abandonment of the policy of so discriminating 
in tbe adjustment of details as to afford aie 
and protection to domeatio labor. But tbi 
present system should be so roviaod as tt 
equalize thb public burden among all olassei

15,032,046 26

34,630,237 50

8,330,643 87 
71,077,200 79

Total ordinary expenditures.. $257,981,439 57 
Leaving a surpluerevenneof.... 145,543,810 71 
Whiob. with su amount drawn from the 

cash balance in the treasury of $20,737.694 84, 
making $166,281,605 55, was applied:

To the redemption of bonds for
the singing fund..................... $60,079.150 00

Of fractional currency for tbs
sinking fund...........................

Of loans of July and August, 1861
Of loan of Mardi, 1863............
Of funded loan of 1881.............
Of loan of 1858........................
Of loan of February. 1861........
Of five-twsuiiea of 1862.........
Of five-twenties of 1864...........
Of five-twenties of 1865...........
Of ten-forties of 1864...............
Ofoonaolaof 1865...................
Of oontoU of 1867...................
Of consols of 1868...................
Of Oregon war debt..................
Of old demand, oomponnd inter­

est and other notes................

and occupations, and bring it into closer har- 
mony with the present needs of industry. 

43,570,494 19 Without enteriug into minute details, which, 
under present cironmstauoes, is quite unnec­
essary, I recommend an enlargement of tbt 
free Trade list so as to include withip it th* 
numerous article« wh oh yield in cousiderablt 
revenue, a «simplification of the com­
plex and inconsistent schedule of duties upon 
oertain manufactures, particularly these on 
cotton, iron aud steel, and a substantial reduc­
tion of the duties upon these articles and upoc 
sugar, molasses, eilk, wool aud woolen goods. 
If a general revision of the tariff ehall b* 
fonnd to be impracticable at 'oh session, I ex­
press the hope that at Ir'A  some of the mort 
conspicuous inequalities of tho present law 
may be corrected before your final adjourn, 
meut One of them is especially referred to 
by the secretary; in view of the recent deciBioz 
of the supreme court, the neoeseity of amend­
ing the law bv whioh tbe duties on standard ol 
color is adopted aa the tost of tbe saccharin« 
strength of sugars is too obvious to require 
oommeut

triota for fixing «ha fees of witnesses and 
jurors. In my message of Deoember last, 1 
referred to pending criminal proceedings 
growing ont of alleged fronds in what is known 
as the star route earvioa of the poetoffioe de­
partment, and advised yon that I had anjolned 
upon the attorney general and associate conn- 
sel, to whom the interests of the government

duty of prosecuting, 
vigor of law,

fruitless investigation 'leaves little doubt tbs 
all ita members perished in the sea. As a 
alight tribute to their heroism I give in this 
communication the names of the gallant men 
who sacrificed their lives on the expedition:
Lieut Commander George W. De Long; Sur­
geon J. M. Ambler; J. J. Collins, Hans H. Erick­
son, Heinrich Maaeki, Geo. A. Bryda, Walter
Lee, Adolph Drassler,Carl A Gortz.NelsE.8ov-  f  _______
erson, the cook Ah 8am, the Indian Alexy. The wsre entrusted, the 
officers and men in the missing I witlx the utmost
boat were: Lieutenant Charlee W. Cbipp, persons who might be found
commanding; William Dunbar, Alfred Sweet- I jhargoablo with those offenses. A trial of one 
man, Walter Bhorteil, Alberto. Kuehne, Edwin jf these case* has since ooourred. It occu- 
8tar, Honry Warren aud Peter E. Johnson. I pled for many weeks th* attention of the an- 
Lieut, Giles B. Harber and Master William H. I -»rents oourt of this district and was coniluoted 
Soheutzeklsch are now bringing home the re- „ith great aesl and ability. It resulted in a 
mains or Lieut. Do Long and his comrades, liesgreement of th #  Jury, but the m u s s  h a a  
In pursuance of the directions of oongress, tbe tgaln been placed npon the ealendar and will 
Bodgers, fitted out for tho relief of the Jean- hhortly be retried. If anv guilty man ehall 
nette in accordance with tbe act of oongress finally escape punishment for these offense* 
of March 3, 1881, «ailed from Ban Francisco tt will not be for laok of diligent and urgent 
Jane 16 under command of Lieut. Robert M. I work of tbe prosecution. I  trust that some 
Berry. On Nov. 30 «he was accidentally do- agreement will be reached whioh will epeediiy 
strayed by fire while in winter quarters In 8 t aid congress, with the cononrrenoe of the ex- 
Lawrence bay, but the officers and I aoutive, to afford the commercial community 
crew euoceeded iu oscaping to the the benefit of a^iational bankrupt law. 
shore. Lieut Berry and one of his officers,

5,705.558 00 
62,572,050 00 
4.472,900 00 

87,194,450 00 
100,000 00
803.000 00
2 1 0 .0 0 0  0 0
740.000 00
650.000 00 
254,550 00
86.460 00 

408,250 0° 
1,414.000 00 

675,260 00

18.350 00

Total.... ..$16C,281.505 55
rORKION COMMEROE.

The foreign oommerce of the United States 
daring the last fiscal year, including imports 
and exports of merchandise and epeoie, wae as 
follows:
Exports of merchandise.............. $ 775,074,272
Specie.........................................  49,417,479

Total........................................ $824,491,751
Imports of merchandise.................. $724,639,574
- ■   42,472.390

Total............................... ........ $767,111.964
Excess of exports over imports of

merchandise and specie............$ 57,379,787
This excess is less than it has been before 

any of the previous six years, as appears by 
tbe following table:

Year ended June SO—Excess of exports over im­
ports of merchandise—
1876 ......  79,643,481
1877 ........ 151,152,094
1878 ........257,814.234
1879 ........264,661,666

1880 .167.683,921
1881 ........ 259,712,718
1882 . 57.079,787

During tbe ye 
1 7 1  national d*

NATIONAL BANK» 
ear there have been organized 
isnka, and of these institutions 

there are now in operation 2,269, a larger 
number than ever before. Tbe value of their 
notes in active circulation on Ju'v 1, 1882, 
was $323,856,458. I recommend to your at­
tention the secretary's view’s iu respe-ot to the 
likelihood of a serious contraction of this cir­
culation, and to the modes bv w hich that result 

to you in January last This government eent m be in hi8 lodgment, averted.
SILVER

In respect to the coinage of silver dollars aud 
the retirement of silver oertifl oates, I have 
seen nothing to alter but much to confirm the 
sentiments to which I  gave expression last 
year. A comparison between the respective 
amount# of stiver dollars in circulation

a special mission to the belligerent powers to 
express the hops that Chili would be disposed 
to accept a money indemnity for the expenses 
of the war, and to relinquish her demand for 
a portion of the territory of hor antagonists.
This reoommondation, which Chili declined to ______  _
follow, this government did not assume to en- November 1881, and ou November 1882, 

nor 0.0 b . „ ,0  rood .U ho.. K Ä i  ÜE
measures whioh would be in keeping neither whole*number coined,an increase of $26.000,-

000. Of the $128,000,000 thus far minted lit­
tle more than $35,000,000 are iu circulation. 
The mass of accumulated coiu has grown so 
rest that the vault room at present available

with tbe temper of our people, nor with the 
spirit of our institutions. Tbe power of Peru 
no longer extends over its whole territory, and 
in the event of our interference to dictate pence, 
we would need to be eupnlemented by the army 
and navy of tbe United State-«. Such inter­
ference would almost inevitably lead to 
tbe establishment of a protectorate,
a reenlt utterly at odds with our past policy, . ,  — . . , -, -
injuriera. to onr preaeat interest, « 4  full o. j

issuance congress recently made provision,

THE ARMY
ITS DEEDS AND NEEDS.

From th# report of the secretary of war tt 
appears that the only outbreaks of Indians 
during the p u t year occurred in Arizona and 
the southwestern part of New Mexioo. They 
were promptly quelled, and the quiet whioh 
has prevailed in all other parts of the country 
ha« permitted each an addition be made to the 
military force in the region endangered by 
Apaches that there is little reason to appre­
hend trouble iu the future. Those parte of 
the seorctary’e report which relate to our 
sea coast defenses and their armament 
suggest gravât reflections. Onr existing 
fortifications are notoriously inadequate to tbe 
defense of the great harbors trad cities for 
whose protection they were built The ques­
tion of providing an armament suited to our 
prenont necessities has been a subject of con- 
sideration by  a board whose report was trans 
m il te d  to c o n g re s s  at the last session. Pend­
ing the consideration of that report the war 
d e p a r tm e n t  has taken no steps for the manu­
facture or conversion of a n y  heavy caunoD, 
but tne s e c r e ta r y  expresses the hope that 
»eans to begin that important work will soon 
be p ro v id e d . I invite the at­
tention o f  c o n g re s s  to the propriety 
o f  m a k in g  more adequate p ro v is io n s  for arm­
ing and e q u ip p in g  the militia than is afforded 
by  the aot or l 8 0 r t ,  w h ic h  is still upon the 
s ta tu te  books. Tho matter has already been 
tho s u b je c t  of diseuaaiou in  tho «euate, and a 
bill w h io h  ««eke to « u p p iy  the deficiencies of 
e x is t in g  laws is now  u p o n  its calendar. The 
s e c r e ta r y  o f  w a r  calls a tte n tio n  to tho fact of 
an e m b a r r a s s m e n t  growing out o f  the recent 
act of c o n g re s s  m a k in g  tho

RETIREMENT OF OFFICERS 
of the army compulsory at the age of sixty- 
four, while'the act of 1878 is still in foroe, 
which limits to 400 the number of those who 
can bo retired for disability 
upon their own application. The 
two acts when construed together »eem to for­
bid tne relieving, oven for absolute incapacity, 
of officers who do not fall within the purview 
of the letter of the statute, save at such times 
as there chance to be lese than 400 names on 
the retired list. There are now 420. It is not 
likely that oongress intended this result, aud 
r concur with tho secretary that the law ought 
o ue amended.

THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 
INDIAN AFFAIRA

The reportât the secretary of the Interior, 
with ita aooompanying documents, presents a 
full statement- of tbe varied operations of that 
department In respect to Indian affairs, noth-

___„__  . .  lug has occurred whioh has changed or seri-
returning to hie post from 8 t Lawrence pay iU(jly modjfled th* viawa to whioh I devoted

much space id  a former eommnnicatioa to cod-  
gress. I  renew the recommendations therein 
contained as to extending to the Indiane tbe 
provisions of law allotting land in eeveralty to 
sucb as deserve it, and making am pie provi­
sion for the education of Indian youth. Buch 
provision, th* eeoretary maintains, will 
prove unavailing unless it is broad 
snough to include all those who are able and 
«rilling to make use of it and should not solely 
relate to intellectual training but also to 
Inetruoiidn in suoh manual labor aud simple 
Industrial arts as can be made practically 
available.

ra ilroa d  g ra n ts
A m ong other important subjects which are 

included in tbe eeoretary’e report and which 
will doubtless furnish occasion for congres­
sional action may be mentioned^ the neglect 
of railroad oompaniee to which large grams of 
land were made by the acts of 1862 and 1864 
to take title thereto and their consequent 
inequitable exemption from local taxation. 
No survey of our material conditiou cau fail to 
suggest inquiries as to the moral and intel­
lectual progress of tho people. The census 
return discloses an alarming state of illiteracy 
iu certain portions of the country where the 
provision for schools is grossly inadequate. 
It ie a momentous question for the decision of 

*' * substantial aid

after making a search for tbe Jeannette along 
the ooast of Liberia, fell in with Chief Engineer 
Melville’« party, and returned by way of 
Europe. The other officers and crew of the 
Rodgers were brought from 8t. Lawg*aa bay 
by the whaling steamer North 8ua Mr. 
Cnarlee F. Putnam, who had been plaoed in 
charge of a depot of supplies at Cade Zerdaee, 
returning to hie post from 8 t Lawrence oay 
aorose in a blinding snow storm, wae carried 
out to sea and lost, notwithstanding all efforts 
to rescue him. It appears by the secretary's 
report that

THB AVAILABLE NATAL FORCE 
of the Uuited States consists of thirty-seven 
cruisers, fourteen single-turreted monitor, 
built during the rebellion, a large number of 
smoothbore guns and Parrot rifles and eighty- 
seven rifled oannon. The cruising vessels 
should be gradually replaced by iron or steel 
ships, the monitors by modern armored ves­
sels and the armament by high-power rifled 
guns. The reconstruction of onr navy, whioh 
wafi recommended iu my last message, was 
began by congress authorizing, in ita reoent 
aot, the conatrnotion of two large nuarmored 
«team vessels of the character recommended 
by the late navy advisory board, 
aud subject to the final approval 
of a new advisory board to bo organized aa 
provided bv that act. I call your attention to 
the recommendation of the secretary of the 
boad that authority be given to construct two 
more cruisers of smaller dimensions and one 
fleet dispatch vessel, and that appropriations 
be for high-power rifled cannon, for torpedo 
S erv ice  and for other harbor defenses. Pend­
ing consideration by congress of polioy here­
after to be adopted in conducting the eight 
large navy yards and their expensive estab­
lishments, the secretary advocated a redue-. whether 'immediate substantial aid

expenditure* there- | “ “| [ | 8b90^ ^ ded by the general government 
for supplementing tbe efforts of private beuefi

tion of the 
for to the lowest possible amounts, 
for the purpose of affording the offleera and 
seamon of the navy opportunities of exercise 
a n d  discipline in their profession under appro­
priate control and directions. The eeoretary 
a d v ise«  that the lighthouse service and coast 
s u rv e y  he transferred, a« now organized, from 
tbe treasury to the navy department; and he

I oence and State and Territorial legislation in 
behalf of education.

r a il r o a d  d is c r im in a t io n .
The regulation of internal commerce has 

already been the subject of your deliberations. 
One of the incidents of the extension 
of the railway system of the oonntry haa been

also suggests for tho reason which hai assigna . ïb8~-déptïou'of'auch measures by' the corpo- 
that a similar tiansler may wisely be made of | r4tione ,ybicb owll 0r control the roads as have

_

or storago Is scarcely sufficient to contain it 
] Jt is not apparent why it is desirablo to oou- 
I tinue thiä coinage now so enormously in excess 
‘ of publlo demand. As to the silver certificates, 
in addition to the grounds which «eemed Ust 
year to justify their retirement, may be nÄt-

embarassments for the future for the termina­
tion of hostilities on terms at once just to the 
victorious nation and générons to the a d v e r-  
•ary. This government has spared no efforts 
save suoh as might involve the complications 
which I have indicated. It Is greatly to be do-

and which are now in active circulation. 
reduction of taxation.

Yon cannot fail to note with interest the dis 
cussion by the secretary as to the nece3«lty of 
providing by legislation some mode of freeing 

, ,  ... , , . . . .  1 tbe treasurv of an excess of assets in the event
plored that Chili seems «solved to exact such j lhat •„ faili t0 reaoh an agreement for a
rigorous conditions of peace and indisposed to reduct|on 0f taxation. I heartily approve the 
eubmit to arbitration the terms of an amicable ; secretary’s recommendation of an immediate 
settlement No peace is likely to be lasting 1 and extensive reduotion iu the annual revenues

of the government. It will be remembered 
that I urged upon the action of congress at its 
last session the importance of relieving the in­
dustry and enterprise of the country from the 
pressure of unnecessary taxation. It 1« 
one of the truest maxime of political 
economy that all taxes are burdensome, 
however wisely and prudently imposed; aud 
though there has a-wave been among our peo­
ple wide differences of sentiment as t. tho best

that ia not sufficiently equitable aud just to 
oommand the approval of other nations 

THE PROPOSED XJACE CONGRESS.
About a year since invitations were extended 

the nations of this continent to send represen­
tatives to a peaoe c-ongreee lo assemble at 
Washington in November, 1882. The time of 
ineedne was fixed at a period then remotointbe 
hope, as the invi atiou itself declared, that in methods of raieiug the national revenues—and 
.he meantime the disturbances between South ! Indeed, ns to the principles ujx'ti which taxa- 
Atnerican republics would be adjusted. As|tioBebou!d befchsed—th6re baabeei<8iib«tan- 
that expectation eeetned unlikely to be realized, | 6al acoord in the t octrine t at c>,. • « w  '' ‘, , /  , . I ‘ ^  ought to be levied ae are neorr«!'!)- for a vw-ie
1 asked, in April last, for an expression of ! econoxnitsa.1 «..lzuinistratiou of th« govern 
opinion from the two bouses of congress aa to j ment Of late the public revenuoa have far 
the advisability of holding a convention at the ; exceeded that limit, aud unlee« checked by 
time appointed. This action was prompted in ’ appropriate legislation euch excess will cou-
__ _ v... _vi„v, i...i ' tiDue to increase from year to year. lo r  tho

fiscal year ended June 30, 1881, the
surplus revenue amounted to $1UU,0(J0,000. 
For the fiscal year ended on tho 30th of June 
last the surplus was more than $145,000,- 
000. The report of the secretary ehoxs what 
disposition has been made of these moneys.

part by doubts which mature reflection had 
suggested whether the diplomatic usage and 
traditions of the government did not make it 
fitting that tbe executive should consult tbe 
representatives of the people before pursuing 
a line of policy somewhat novel in its character 
and far-reaching In ita possible eoueequenoes. 
In view of the fact that no action was taken 
by congress in tbe premises, aud
no provision had been made for
the necessary expenses, I enbaequently de­
cided to postpone the convention and so 
notified the several governments whioh had 
been invited to attend. I am unwilling to dis­
miss this subject without assuring you of my 
support of any measures tho wisdom of con­
gress may devise for the promotion of poaoe on 
this oontenent and througout the world, and I 
trust that the time ia nigh when, with the uni­
versal assent of civilized people, all inter

They have not only answered the requirements 
of the sinking fund, but have afforded a large 
balance applicable to other reductions of the 
public debt; but 1 renew the expression of my 
conviction that auch rapid extinguishment of 
the national indebtedness as is now taking place 
is by no means cause for congratulation. It 
is a cause, ratner, for serious apprehonsion. 
If it continues it must epesdily be followed by 
one of the evil reeults so clearly eet forth iu 
the report of the secretary. Either the sur­
plus must lie idle in the treasury or the gov­
ernment will be foroed to buy at market rates 
its bonds not then redeemable, and which, un­
der such circumstances, cannot fail to oom­
mand enormous premium, or the swollen rev-

____  ____ . . .  enues will be devoted to extravagant expend-
national differences will ba determined with- j tture, which, as experience ha« taught,

is ever the bano of an overflowing treasury,out resort to arms by the beniguaut process of 
arbitration. Changes havo occurred in the 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 
of several foreign powers. Daring the past 
year new ministers from the Argentine Repub­
lic, Austro-Qungary, Brazil. Chili, China.
France, JapaD, Mexico, tbe Netherlands and 
Prussia have presented their credentials The 
mieeious of Denmark and of Venezuela at 
this capitol have b e e n  raised in grade. Switz­
erland has created a plenipotentiary mission 
to this government, and au embaesy f ro m  
Madagascar and a minister from Siam will 
shortly arrive. Our diplomatic intercourse 
haa been enlarged by the establishment of re­
lation« with the new kingdom o f  Servia, by tho

It waa made apparent in the course of the 
animated discussion whioh the question 
aroused at the last session of congress that tho 
polioy of diminution ot the revenuo by reduc­
ing taxation commanded the general approval 
of member« of both hou»es. I regret that be- 
oanseof that conflict as to best method in which 
that policy should be made operative, none of 
its benefits have been reaped. In fulfillment 
of what I deem my constitutional duty, but 
with little hope that 'I  can make valuable con­
tribution to this vexed question, 1 «hail pro­
ceed to intimate briefly my own views in rela­
tion to it  Upon the showiug of our financial 
oouiW'ion at the close of tbo last fiscal year. 1 
felt justified In reoorr.mending to oongress the 

ABOLITION OF INTERNAL REVENUES

RIVERS AM - HARBORS.
VIGOROUS COMMENT.

Tbe ground« ibatindnoed me to withhold my 
Signatare from the bill entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the construction, repair 
and preservation of the certain works on 
river« aud harbor«,” which became a law near 
the cloie of your last session, prompt me to 
express a hope that no similar measure will be 
deemed nooeasary during the present session 
of congress. Indeed, euoh a measure would 
now bo open to a serious objection In addition 
to that whioh was lately urged upon your 
attention I am informed by tho secretary of 
war that the greater portion of the sums appro­
priated for the various item« »peoifled in that 
act remains unexpended. Of tho new works 
whioh it authorized, expenses have been in­
curred upon two only, tor which the total ap­
propriation was $210,006. The present avail­
able balance is disclosed by tbo following 
table:
Amount of appropriation by act of

Aug. 2, 1882.................................$18,738.875
Amount of appropriation by act of

Jnne 19. 1862............................  10,000
Amount of appropriation for payment 

of J. B. Ead*...............................  304,000
Unexpended balance of former appro- _

priation........................................  4,738,263

Total........................................  «23,791,138
Less amount drawn from treasury be­

tween July 1, 1882, and .\ov. 30,
1882 ............................................ 6,056,194

Total... .........................  $17.734,944
It is apparent by this exhibit that eo far as 

concerns roost of the items to which the aot 
of August 2, 1882, relates/there can be no 
need of further appropriations until after the 
close of the present session. If, however, any 
action should be necessary in respect to partic­
ular objects, it will be advisab.e to provide 
for those objects by appropriate legislation. It 
is possiblo, for example, that a delay until the 
assembling of thu next congress to mako addi­
tional provision for the Mississippi river im­
provement might ba atlendeu with seriou 
consequences. If euch should appear to be 
tho ca«e, a just bill relating to that subject 
would oommand my approvJs. This lead« me 
to offer *• *-Mggo«tion. which A trust will com­
mend itself to the wisdom of congres«. Is it 
not advisable that grants of considerable earn« 
of money for diverse and independent noiietnee 
of internal improvement snouid be made 
the subjects of separate and distinct legislative 
enactments? It wilijjcarcely bo gainsaid, even 
by those who favor the most liberal expendi­
ture« for each purpose« as aro sought to 
be accomplished by what is contmouiy called 
the river and harbor bill, that tbe practice of 
grouping in such a bill appropriation« for a 
great diversity of objects widely separated, 
either in the nature or the locality with which 
they are oouoerned, or in noth, is one 
mnoh to be deprecated, unless ita inevitable 
tendeney ie to secure the success of the bill as 
a whole,though many of the items if separately 
considered could scarcely fail of rejection. 
By the adoption of th# course I have recom­
mended* every member of congress when 
opportunity should arise for giving his in­
fluence ana vote for meritorious appropri­
ations, would be enabled so to do without being 
ealled upon to sanctiou others undeserving his 

ah So also would the executive be af-

the cruising revenue vessels. The secretary 
forcibly depicts the internal connection and 
inter-dependence of the navr and the 

COMMERCIAL m a r in e ,
and invitee attention to the oontinned deca­
dence of tbe latter and the corresponding 
transfer of onr growing oommeroe to foreign 
bottoms. This snbjeot is one of the ntmosl 
importance to national welfare. Methods ol 
reviving American shipbuilding and of restor­
ing tbe United 8tateeüag in the ocean-carrying 
trade, should receive the immediate attention 
of oongress. We have meohamoal aki.l and
abundant material for the manufacture ol _________
modern iron steamships In fair competition I pression of polygamy in the Territories are re- 
with our commercial rivala. Our disadvantage I ported by the secretary of tne interior. It is 
in building ships is the greater cost of labot I DOt probable that any additional legislation in 
and sailing them, higher taxes and greater in-1 this regard will be deemed desirable until the 
tercet on capital.while the ocean highway« are I effect of the existing laws shall be more closely 
already monopolized by onr formidable ootn-1 observed and studied. I congratulatejyou that 
petitora, These obstacles should be the commissioners under whose supervision 
Some way bo overcome, and for our rapid I those laws have been out in operation are en- 
eommunioatiou with foreign land* we should I couraged to believe lhat the evil at which they 
no» continue to depend wholly on veseele buill I are aimed may be suppressed without resort 
in the yards of other countries and eailing I to suoh radical moasurea aa in some quarters 
under foreign flag- With no United States I have been thought Indispensable for enccesi.
steamers on the principal ocean lines, or for I The dose relation of the general government

tended to impair the advantages or healthful 
competition and make hurtful discriminations 
in the adjustment of freightage. These in­
equalities have been corrected in several of tho 
Slates bv appropriate legislation, the effect of 
which ie necessarily restricted to the limits or 
their own territory. Bo far as each mischiefs 
affect oommerce between tbe States or between 
anv of the States aud a foreign oountry they 
are subjects of rational oouoern, and congress 
can afford relief.

POLYGAMY.
The résulta whioh havo thus far attended the 

enforcement of recent statutes for the eup-

to tbe fortunes of an individual. 
It matten little to the people at large what 
competent person ia at the head of thia depart­
ment, or that bureau, if they feel assured that 
the removal of one and the aeceaeion of an­
other will not involve the retirement of honest 
and faithful subordinate* whose duties are 
purely administrative, and have no legitimate 
oonnection with the triumph of any political 
principles or the success of any political party 
or faetion. It is to thia latter olaas of officerr 
that the senate bill to whiob wo have already 
referred exclusively applies, while neither that 
bill nor any other prominent eobeme for im­
proving the civil service concerns tbe 
higher grade of officials who are
appointed bv the presideut, and oonfirmed by 
tbe senate. I feel bound to correct a prevalent 
misapprehension as to the frequency with 
which the present executive has displaced the 
incombent of an office and appointed another 
in bis stead. It ba9 been repeatedly alleged 
that he has, in thia particular, sigoaliy de­
parted from tbe oourse whioh has been pur­
sued under reoent administrations of the gov­
ernment The faots are as follows: The 
whole number of executive appointments dur­
ing the four years immediately preoeding Mr. 
Garfield’s accession to the presidency was 
2 ,6 9 6 .  Of this number, 24'4. or 9 per cent, 
involved the removal of previous incumbent«. 
The rates of removals to the whole number of 
appointments was much the same during each 
of those four years. Ia the first year, with 
790 appointments there were 74 removals, or 
9.3 per esnt; in the second, with 917Appoint­
ments, there were 83 removals, or 8.5 per 
eent; m the third, with 480 appointments, 
there were 48 removals, or 10 per cent; iu 
the fourth, with 429 appointments, there were 
47 removals, or 8.6 per cent; in the four 
month* of President Garfield’s administration 
there were 390 appointments and 89 
Btmovals, or 22.7 per cent, precisely 
the same number of removals 89 bas 
taken place iu the fourteen months which have 
since elapsed, but they constitute only 1% per 
cent of tho whole number of appointments, 
l te  within that period and less than 2-6 of 
tho entire list of officials, 3,479, exclusive of 
the army and naw, whioh is filled by presi­
dential appointment I declare my approval 
of such legislation as may be found necessary 
for supplanting tho existing provisions of law 
In relation to

POLITICAL ASSESSMENTS.
In Jnly last I authorized a publio announce­
ment that emploves of the government 
should regard themselves as at liberty to 
exercise their ploasure in making or re­
fusing to make politioal contributions and that 
their action iu that regard would m uo manner 
effect thei rofficial status. In thia announce­
ment I acted upon the view whiv.ii I had always 
maintained and still maintain, that a publie 
officer should be absolutely aa free aa any other 
citizen to give or withhold a contribution for 
the aid of the politics of his choice. It has, 
however, been urged, and doubtless not with­
out foundation, that by the solicitation of su­
periors such coutriuuaous have at tunes 
been obtaiued from pet sms whose only motive 
for giving has been fear of what might befall 
them if they refused. It goes without saying 
that suoh contributions are not voluntary. In 
my judgment their collection most be prohib­
ited by law. A bill which will effectually 
suppress them will receive my cordial ap­
proval. _

THE rKKSTDENCT.
NECESSITY OF LEGISLATION.

Among the questions which have been tbe 
topics of recent debate in the halls of congrese, 
none are of greater gravity than those relating 
to tbe ascertainment of the vote for presidential 
electors, and the intendment of tbe constitu­
tion in its provisions for devolving executive 
functions upon the vice president when the 
president suffers from inability to discharge 
the powers and duties of his office. I trust that 
no e'mbarra«ement may result from a failure 
to determine tbe«e questions before another 
national election.

great man, aa b e ’ap^Sffi^d IfMIö doing
his family marketing: ä

The next morning, after one of hie 
wonderful speeches in the senate cham­
ber. Mr. Webster might have been seen 
in tne old “Marsh Market” at an early 
hour, for he was no sluggard With him 
was a servant carrying a huge market 
basket, and he would go from stall to 
stall, often stopping to chat with a butch­
er, or a fishmonger, or a huckster, and 
delighting them with the knowledge he 
displayed about meats, fish and vegeta­
bles.

Selecting with care a snpplv of provi­
sions for two days, as the market was 
only held on Tuesdays, Thursdays aDd 
Saturdays, Mr. Webster would return to 
his house, next the Unitarian Church, 
and see that the meat was properly hung 
up and the vegetables put away.

On his way to the Capitol, or there (if 
his table is not already full), he would 
meet a friend and say —

“Come and dine with me to-day. I 
have a noble haunch of venison which I 
bought a fortnight since, and have keot 
hanging until it ia exactly fittobe eaten,” 
or, “ I nave received a fine salmon from 
the Kennebec; come to-day and help me 
eat it.”

Every-fipring he would join the Satur­
day parties of congressmen and officials 
who used to go down the Potomac on 
the old steamer Salem to the fishing- 
grounds and enjoy freshly caught shad, 
opened, nailed on oaken hoards, and 
cooked before large wood-fires.

On one of these occasions Mr. Web­
ster had obtained from Boston some 
rock cod, crackers and salt pork, and he 
made a chowder.

He bad a large kett’o, and having fried 
his scraps, he deposited the successive 
layers of fish, crackers and potatoes and 
«nions over and over again until there 
was no more room.

Then pouring in a half-gallon of milk, 
he rubbed his hands, exclaiming, “ Now 
for the fire. As Mrs. Macbeth said, ‘If 
‘tis to be done, when ‘tis done, then ‘tis 
well'twere done quickly.”

I quote from memory, but I shall never

any foreign ports, our faeililien for extending 
our commerce bj« greatly restricted, '.vhilo the 
nations which build the «bio« and carry ni ii:n 
and passengers obtain thereby conspicuous ad
vantages of increasing their trade.

THE POH3 OFFICES.
C H A FE R  POST.ro B.

The report of the postmaster general given 
evidence of the satisfactory condition of that | 
department, and contains many valuable data 
and accompanying suggestion« which cannot 
fail to be of interest, lh a  information which it I

lo the Territories preparing to be great Stines 
mav well engage yuur attention. It is there 
that Indian disturbances mainly occur and 
that polygamy has found room for its growth,
I cannot count that a careful survey ef Terri­
torial legislation would be of the highest 
utility. Life and property wouid beoome mere 
secure, the liability of outbreaks between In­
dians and whites would be lessened, the 
publio domain would be more se­
curely guarded and better progreaa be 
made' iu the instruction of the young. 
Alaska is still without any form of civil gov- 
.inmeut. If means were provided for the edu­
cation of its people aud for the protection of 
their lives aud property, tne immense re-

__   _ w At  <nwitn
affords that the receipts for the fiscal year ex __
coeded the expenditures must be very gratify-1 Bûnrces of the region wottiu invite^ permanent 
ing to congress and to the people of the conn-1 eettlement and open up a new field for in-
try. As matters which may fairly claim par­
ticular attention, I refer to his observations in 
reference to tbe advisability of changing the 
present basis for fixing salaries and allowances, 
of extending the money order system, and of 
enlarging the fonctions of postal establish­
ments so as to have under it« control the tele­
graph system of the country, though from 
this last and most important recommendation 
I mast withhold my concurrence. 
At tho last session or oongrese several bi 
were introduced into the house of representa­
tives for tbo reduction of letter postage to the 
rate of 2 cents per half onr.ee. I have given 
muoh study and reflection to this, subject und 
am thoroughly percuadod that such u reduc­
tion would bo for the best interest« of the pul- 
ha

dustry and cnterpriaa

AGRICULTURE.
WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT.

The report of the commissioner of agricul­
ture presents an account of the labors of that 
department during the past year, and includes 
information of much interest to the general 
publia Tbe condition of foreats in the country 
and the wasteful manner in whioh their destruc­
tion is taking plaoe gives caaee for serious ap­
prehension. Their notion In protecting the 
earth’s surfaoe, iu modifying the extremes 
of climate, and in regulating and sustaining tho 
flow of springs and streams is now 
well understood, and their irnportanoe in rela- 

i f  ha» been the policy of the government I tion tb6 growth aud prosperity of the coun- 
from the foundation to defray, a* far a 1 D00-1 try cannot be safely disregarded. They are 
sible, tne expenses of carrying the rustle by a disappearing before the destruction of
direct tax in the form of postage Ithasaeverl ^  lomtirr.«.*« rconirements of ourbeen claimed, however, that this service ought fires and the légitima.® rcqniremen s or our 
to be productive of a net revenue. I increasing population, and their total extiDC- 
As haa been stated already, the report of the I tion cannot be long delayed unless belter 
postmaster general «hows Lhat there is now a I methods-than now prevail shall be adopted tor 
very considerable surplus iu his department, I their ■ protection aud cultivation. Ihe at.eu- 
fiud that henceforth the receipts are likely to I tion 0f congress is invited to the necessity of 
increase in a much greater ratio than the nee- I aaditional legislation to secure the preserva-
easary expenditures. Unless »onto change is tion of the valuable forests still remaining on the
made in the existing laws, tho profits of the I public domain, especially the extensive West- 
postal service wtli, tu a very few years, «well I ern states aud Territories, where the necessity 
the revenues of the government many millions 1 for their preservation is greater than in less 
of dollar«. The time eeerns auspicious, there- I mountainous regions, and where the prevailing 
fore, for some reductions in tho rates I dryness of the climate reader» their restoration,
of postage. In what shall the | they are once destroyed,well nigh impossible.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA- 
DEPRIVATION OF SUFFRAGE.

I hope that however numerous and urgent 
may be the demands upon yonr attention, the 
interests of this District will not be forgotten. 
The denial to ita residente of the great right 
o* suffrage in all its relation to national, State 
and municipal action imposes on con­
gress the dnty of affording the beet 
administration which ita wisdom can devise. 
The report of the District commiseinnors indi­
cates certain measures whose adoption would 
seem to be very desirable. I instance in par­
ticular those which relate to arrears of taxes, 
to steam railroads and to assessments of real 
property.

PERORATION.
ORATIFYINO PROSPERITY.

The closing year has been replete with bless­
ings, for which we owe to the Giver of all good 
onr reverent acknowledgment. For the unin­
terrupted harmony of our foreign relations, 
for the decay of sectional animosities, for the 
exuberance of onr harveate. and the 
triumphs of onr mining and manufacturing 
Industries, for the prevalence of health 
and the coniorvation ot tuo publio credit, 
for the growth of the country in ail the ele­
ments of national greatness, for those and  
countless other blessings we should rejoice 
and be glad. I trust that nuder the inspira­
tion of this great prosperity our counsels m ay 
bo harmonious, and the d ic ta te «  of prudence, 
patriotism, justice a n d  e c o n o m y  m a y  to ad  to 
tho adoption of measure» in which congress 
and the executive m a y  h e a r t i ly  uuita

[S ig n e d ]  C h e s t e r  A  A r t h u r . 
W a s h in g t o n , D. C., Dec. 4.

JUX.ES VERNE OUTDONE.

reduction consist? A review of ttie legisla­
tion which has boeu had upon this subject 
during the last thirty years discloses that do­
mestic letters constitute the only class of mail 
matter which has never been favored by a sub­
stantial reduction of rates, i  am convinced 
that the burden of maintaining the service falls 
most unequally upon that class and that more 
than any other it is entitled to present relief. 
That such relief may bo extended without det­
riment to other publio interests will be dis­
covered upon reviewing the

RESULTS OF FORMER REDUCTIONS.
Immediately prior to the act of

’ they«

THE CIVIL SERVICE.
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE.

A communication which I made to congress 
in its first session, in Decembor last, contains 
a somewhat full statement of my sentiments in 
relation to tbe principles aud rules which 
ought to govern appoiniments to public serv­
ice. Referring to tbe various plans which 
heretofore had been subjected to dis­
cussion in the national legisla-
tures—plana whioh, In tho main, are

lations with the new Kingdom or her via, by tho ; aw..**!««.
creation of a mission ti. Siam, and by tbe res- i deept those npdn tobacco in us various o -, 
toration of a mission to Greece. The »hah of i a.nd upon distilled spirits ana ferment a 
Persia ha» expressed his gratification that a} liquor«, and except also the B̂ ec*a'J “'* . P 
charge d’affaires will shortly be sent to that! the manufacturera and dealers in such a c . 
oonntry, where tho rights of our oitizens have j I venture now to suggest that,unless it.»haU Us 
been hitherto courteously guarded by . ascertained that the probab.e expenditure 
the representatives of Great Britain, j the government for the coming year 
I renew my recommendation of such legisla- have been underestimated, internal tax , 
tion as will place the United States in harmony save those which relate to distilled 
with other powers with respect to the inter- i spirits, can be prudently abroga eel 
national role« for tbe prevention of collisions Suoh, accompanied by a simplification of he 
at sea. In conformity with your joint résolu- I machinery of collection, which would then b 

- - -aRt i have directed accomplishment, might reasonab.y be

approval 
- led tl
hia constitutional

prominent

forded thereby a full opportunity to exercise 
tonal prerogative of opposing 

whatever appropriations seemed to him op­

tion of tbe 3rd of August last, 
the secretary of state to address foreign gov­
ernments in respect to the proposed confer­
ence for considering the subject of 
the universal adoption of a com­
mon prime meridian, to be used in 
reckoning of longitude and the correction of 
time throughout the oivilized world. The re­
plies will in due time be laid before vou 
An agreement was reached at Paris in 1875, 
between tbe principal powers for the inter­
change of official publications, through the me­
dium of their respective foreign departments. 
The admirable system which his been builtup 
by tbe enterprise of the Smithsonian Institute, 
affords «practical basis for onr co-opperatiou 
in this scheme, and an arrangement ha« been 
effected by which that institution will per­
form the nooeasary labor under the direction 
of the department of state, A rea­
sonable compensation therefor should 
be provided for such services. A 
clause on the act making appropriations for 
the diplomatic and consular service contem­
plates the reorganization of both branches of 
»ach service on a salaried basis, leaving foes to 
iunre to the benefit of the treasury. I cor.
d.oiri 
tibtlp

pia.i

■ i a v o ;  -me.I a tuoJKCt a« litü -.y  •> c . o. 
■s in tho present system. The s-f-mUi. > 

will pix-BCfit t » yon at an early date a 
for suoh reorganization.

FINAKCTAL- 
CONDITION OF THE TREASURY.

A fail and iutoresting exhibit of the opera­
tions of the treasury department is offorod by 
tho report of tho secretary. It happen« that 
the ordinary revenue from all sources, for tho 
flsoal year ended June 30, 1882, were as fol­
lows:
From custom s..................................$220 ,410 .730  25
Front Internal revenue...............  146,497,505 4->
Frctn sales of public lands.......  4,753,140 67
From tax on circulation and d®- _ , _

porits of national backs........... 8,956,794 45
From repnyment of interest by ,

Pariflc Railroad companies.... 840,554 87 
From sinking fnnd for Pacifia

Railway companies................  796^71 42
From customs fees, fines, penal»

ties, etc................ T!7r..V..... 1,343,348 00
From fees, consular, letters pa­

tent and lands

expected to result in diminishing the cost of 
such collection by at least $2,5u0,000, and In 
the retirement from office or from 1,500 to 
2,000 persons. Tbe system of exc.sa duties 
has never commended itself to the favor of the 
American people, and has uever been resorted 
to except for supplying deficiencies in the 
treasury when bv reason of special exigencies 
the duties on imports have proved inadé­
quate to tho needs of the government 
The sentiment of tho oountry doubtless com­
mands that the present excise tax shall be 
abolished as soon as such course can safely be 
pursued. It seems to me, however, for vari­
ous reasons, that eo sweeping a measure as the 
total abolition of internal taxes would, for the 
present, be an unwise step. Two of these 
reasons are deserving of special mention.

Firgt—It is by no means clear that, even if 
the existing sys'tem of duties on imports is con­
tinued without a modification of those duiies, 
they alone will yield sufficient revenue forait 
the needs of the government. It ie estimated 
that $100,000,000 will be required for 
pensions during the coming year, and it may 
well be donbtod whether the maximum annual 
demand for that object has yet been reached,
Certainly this question would atone justi­
fy, in my judgment, tho retention for the 
present of the portion of internal revenue 
which is least objectionable to tbe people.

Second—A total abolition of tbe excise taxes 
would almost prove a serious if not an unsur- 
mouutable objection to a thorough teviston of 
tbe tariff and to any considerable reduction in 
import duties.

UNJUST TARIFF.
The present tariff system is in many _ re­

specte unjuet It makes unequal distribution» 
both of ita burdens and it« benefits. Tins faol 
was practioally recognized by a majority ol 
each houeo of congress in tbe passage of the 
aot .creating tbo tat -ff commission. The report 
of that commission will be placed Before you 
at the beginning of this session and will, 1 
trust, afford you such information as to the 
condition and prospects of tbe various oom- J under the command of Chief Engineer George

jectionable without imperiling the success of 
others whioh commended themselves to his 
judgment. It may be urged in opposition to 
these suggestions that tho number of works of 
internal improvement which are justly en­
titled to governmental aid is so great as to ren­
der impracticable

SEPARATE APPROPRIATION BILLS 
thsrefor, and even for such comparatively 
limited numbers as make disposition of large 
sums of money. This objection may be well 
founded, and whether it be or not, the advan­
tages likely to ensue for tho adoption 
of the oourse I have reoommended may per­
haps be more effectually attained bv 
another which I respectfully submit 
to oongress as an alternative proposition. 
It is provided by the constitutions of fourteen 
of our States that the executive may disap­
prove any item or items of a bill appropriating 
money, whereupon the part of the bill ap­
proved shall be law, and the part disapproved 
-hall fail to beoome a law, unless repassed, 
according to the provisions prescribed for the 
passage of bills over the veto of the exeoutiva 
The fltates wherein some such provision ae 
tho foregoing is a fundamental law are Ala­
bama, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebras­
ka, New Jersey, New York, Penn­
sylvania and West Virginia. I oommend 
to your careful consideration, the quostion 
whether on amendment of tho federal constitu­
tion, tn this particular indicated, would not 
afford the best remedy for what is often a grave 
embarrassment, both to the members of con­
gress and to the executive, and is sometimes a 
serious publio mischief.

T1IE NAVY.
BETTER FACILITIES REOOMENDED.

The report of the secretary of the navy etates 
the movements of various squadrons during 
the year, in home and foreign waters, where 
onr officers and seamen, with such ships as we 
possess, have continued to illus­
trate the high character and ex­
cellent discipline of the naval organixation. 
On the 21st of Deoember, 1881, information 
was reoeived that tho exploring eteamer Jean- 
nette had been orusbed and abandoned iu tbe 
Arctic ocean. The offioers and orew, after a 
journey over the ice, embarked in three boats 
for tho coast of Siberia. One of tbe parties,

S S  2“  I «I* “  ’S
tweeu 150 and 40U miles 1334 cents, over doubte whether any of them would af- 
400 mile* 25 cents. By the au, of 1845 the I ford adequate remedy for tho evils which 
postage upon a single letter conveyed any dis- I tbey aimed to eradicate. I declared, neverthe- 
tance ander 300 miles was fixed at 5 cents, I jeag ff these proposed measures should 
and for any greater distance at 10 cents, I prove acceptable to congress they would re- 
Bytho act of 1851 it was provided that a I ceive the support of the exeoutiva Since the 
single letter, if prepaid, should be carried any I suggestions were submitted for your considera- 
distance not exceeding 300 miles for 3 cent«, tion there has been no legislation upon 
and any greater distauco for 6 cents. It will I (bo subject to which they relate, but 
be noticed that both uf these reductions were 1 there has, meantime, been an increase 
of a radical character, and relatively quite as I [n the publio talk on that subject, 
important as that now proposed. In oach case I md the people of the country, apparently 
there ensued a temporary toss of revenue by I without distinction of party, have in various 
a sudden and large influx of business which I ways and upon frequent occasions given ex-
snbstantialiy paid that loss in throo years. I pression to  th e ir  earnest wish for prompt ana
Unless the experience of past legislation in this I definite action. In my judgment, eucn action 
country and elsewhere goes for naught, it may I should no longer be postponed. I might aud 
bo safely predicted that a stimulus of I that my own sense of its pressing importance 
60 per cent reduction in tho tax for carriage has been quickened by observation in a prac- 
wolnd at once increase the number of letters I tioal phase of the matter to which attention 
consigned to the mails The advantages of ! has been more than onoe oalled by my preao- 
secrecy would lead to a very general enbstitu- cessor. The civil list now comprises about 
tion of sealed packets for postal cards and I 100,000 persona, far the .
open circulars, and in divers other ways the must, under the terms of the congtitnuon, 
volume of first-claas matter would bo enor- be seleoted by the i
mousiy augmented. Such increase amounted I directly or through his rat?on of the
in England, in tho first vear after thj adoption In the early years of °„in,
of penny postage, to more than 125 per oeut j government, the personal direotion i ,
As a result of a careful estimate the details of I monte in the civil eervioe may not ha e c 
which cannot here be eot out, 1 have beoome an irksome task for t t ® “ ecutJ,ve* buî.dred 
convinced that the deficiency for the first year I that the burden has inoreased fully a h“u r 
after the proposed reduotion would not exceed I fold, it has became greater than ;̂ e 
7  per cent of the expenditures, or $3,000,-1 bear, and it necessarily ^ts time a
0J0 while the deficiency after the reductioiH attention from the proper discharge of other 
of 1845 waa more than 14 per eent, and duties no lee* delicate and responsible. and 
after that of 1851 was 27 per cent. Auother which, in the very nature of things, oaunot be 
interesting comparison is afforded by statistics delegated to other bauds.

How nn  O reg o n ian  T rav e led  A ro u n d  
th e  W o rld  in  Less T h an  E ig h ty  Days 
From tho Portland Standard.

Rufus Mallory, wlio returned a fev 
days since from a trip around the world 
was last evening interviewed by a Stand 
ard reporter, to whom he furnished the 
following synopsis of his voyage: He 
left Portland May 31, and sailed from 
San Francisco on the steamer Oceanic 
June 6, arriving at Yokohama on the 
5th. Spent a few days there and visit­

ed Tokia, the capital of the Japanese 
Empire. From Yokohama he went to 
Shanghai. From Shanghai he went by 
way of Hong Kong to Singapore, to visit 
which place was the object of his 
visit. Finding that he would make 
the trip home more quickly by going 
ahead than bv turning back, he took 
passage on a French steamer front .Sing­
apore to Naples. The steamer called at 
Colombo, where “ balmy breezes blow 
softly o’er Ceylon’s isle,” and then at 
Aden, in Arabia, then at Suez, and 
through tbe Suez canal to Tort Said, and 
across the Mediterranean to Naples. He 
passed Israailia the day the battle was 
fought near by, but did not take a hand. 
He had intended to cross Egypt and 
have a look at the Pyramids and Sphinx, 
but Arabi Pasha had all the rolling stock 
of the railroad corraied, eo he went 
straight to Naples, arriving there August
1.3. . . t T V.During the time spent in Italy he as­
cended Vesuvius, visited Pompeii and 
Cerculaneum and stayed Beveral days at 
Rome. From the Eternal City he went 
to Pisa, as everybody knows, to see the 
oaning tower and after viewing the 
end scape from the top of it wenttoVenus 
and stood upon the Bridge of -Sighs and 
had a sail in a gondola, and then passed 
on to Florence and thence to Milan and 
over the Alps by the pass of St. Gothard, 
preferring tnat route to going through 
the tunnel. He next visited Mentz and 
thence to Paris and on to London. 
Spent ten days in this immense city and 
saw as much of it as was possible in that 
time. From London to Liverpool and 
thence home in an everyday trip. The 
steamer Alaska, on which he took a pas­
sage from Liverpool to New York, was 
no evervday affair, however, as her rate 
of speed was from 425 to 43o miles per
dav. , -

From reading Jules Verne one is led

forget his joyous expression of counte­
nance and the merry twinkle of his deep 
get, burning black eyeB. The chowder 
was a success.

“Tlxe Old Times”  in  the South.
In various parts of Louisiana I found 

many people who lived on some of the 
great plantations before the war, 
and heard tb ir accounts of tho peculiar 
life of the inhabitants of some of these 
rich, retired regions in the interior of 
the etate. The planters had considera­
ble wealth, for that time, and they and 
their families lived a life of “elegant, 
refined leisure,” with little business or 
care except pleasure and happiness. All 
supplies for the plantations came from 
New Orleans merchants. Once a year

ties and balls 
The young people had a good education; 
many of them were sent to northern 
schools, bat the south had good schools 
and colleges in those days. I  do not 
doubt that it seemed to the people liv­
ing it a pare' and innocent life, happy 
and wholesome, and so natural and 
stable that it was likely to go on forever.

“ We did not know it was wrong,” said 
an accomplished woman to me, one day 
“No one had ever told us it was all 
wrong, or that we were going on gavly 
toward an awful destruction. We 
knew no world but our own. We 
thought we were very happy, and we 
meant to be good. IVe were much 
attached to our people,—the negroes, I 
mean,—and they were happy, too, then. 
We heard sometimes ot low miserable 
wretches that abused their negroes, and 
how we despised them!”

“ Would you rather have It all back, 
that old time and that beautiful life, if 
you could?” I asked.

“Oh, no, I think it is just like one of 
the great changes, revolutions, thac we 
read about in history. It all had to be,
I  should think, and so it must be there 
is a Providence in it; it must bo for the 
best, in some way.”

After a pause, bIio went en: I dis­
posed of the w >• in that way, you see, 
and'then I cou d be reconciled to it. We 
had our losses, too. My only brother,— 
there is his portrait,” and she pointed 
to a life-size likeness of a handsome, 
bovish-looking young fellow in an officer’s 
uniform,—“be died in prison, at Elmira, 
New Yoric. We were up there after­
ward, but we could not find his grave. 
Excuse me,” she said, as her voice broke 
a little. “ I did not blame anvbodv about 
the war; did not hate anybody for it. I 
thought I understood the war—well, in a 
wav. You know, perhaps, what I mean. 
It was too large, too awful a thing to 
hate anybody for.”
' “Now,” said she, “you were on ih# 
other side, and I am talking to yctu al­
most as if you were on ours, or as if the 
war were away back in history.” I - 
bowed, and she immediately resumed: 
“But what happened after tiie war— 
gonio of it—I could not understand. I 
did not know where to put it, or how to 
classify it. It seemed tike somethin» 
which could not be, and yet was. Did 
vou—did the North—wish us”—and 6lie 
became pale with agitation—“did the 
North wish us to regard black men as we 
regard white men—as our companions 
and friends?”

“No, my dear madame; I assure you 
we never wished that.”

She looked at me keenly, with a 
troubled expression on her face, and 
e x c l a i m e d ,  “But let us not talk of that.

This lady is the wife of a merchant in 
one of tbe'smaller towns on Bayou Teche. 
The plantation which was iter home be­
fore the war is but four m i l e s  »wav. \V e 
rode out ,and looked over it. ft had

interesting
furnished mo by — « - .
The act of 1845 was passed in the face of the

api___
furnished mo uy the postoffico depurtmeoh

fact that there existed & deficiency of more 
than $30,000. That of 1851 waa enoouragod 
by the alight eurplua of $132,000. The 
exoeae of revenue In the next fieoal 
vefr is likely to be $3,500,000. 
If congress should approve these suggestions

meroial, agricultural, mining, manufacturing 
and other interests of me oonntra, 
and contain Buob euggeatioas for etatJh- 
tory revision as will praotioally aid 
your action upon this important subject
rpEs* »

W. Melville, reached the land, and falling in 
with natives was saved. Another under Lient 
Commander De Long landed in a barren re­
gion near the mouth of the Lena river. After 

j «ix week« had elapsed all bat two

ifeet intercep ta the republio of Libari* by From proceeds o< «aie*'of' flore rn-
faaU agi» at that

The revenue from customs for the fiecai yeat1 Qf lbe uamber had' diod from fatigue 
3.638 990 97 I ending June 30, 1879, amounted to $

’ 000.000. It has iu tbo three succeeding..--.. iruui IUO|WI„  IU „„„ ------  —
814,956 85 J reaoh ed, AnW $180,000,000, then $198,- j command of * Lient Chinn, but a ions and

not a few who have given study aud reflection 
to thie matter, the nation has _ out­
grown the provisions whioh the constitution 
established for filling the minor offices in the 
publio servioe. But whatever may be thought 
of the wisdom or expediency of changing the 
fundamental law iu this regard, it is oertain 
that muon relief may be afforded not only to

a Ä Ä Ä Ä  I
suit by increasing the charge for carrying mer- | congress, by ffiaoroet legisUUon.^ *“®y « f“ “ 
chandise, which is now

I g n a ’SSBCTfisaa-ass
rates would equal the expenditures after * I fr0mp̂ 8BÜBa o ï  pkbsonal importunity 
lapse of three or fonr years. I ^  from tbe jftbor 0f examining conflicting

n F P A lîT M E X  I  O F JU S T IC E . I claims aud pretension of candidates. I

enlarged ^ T p T r t m e ^ M a s d c e  ^ Ä Ä S l c t i “ ^  M n  for the’eor- The report of tbe department of jnstloe reotion of eTil8 whlch iubere in the present
brings anew to your notice the necessity of en- I 0f appointment and I aaoure you o!
larging the present system of federal juris-*! my hearty co-operation in any measures which 
prudence so as to effectually answer the re- «re likely to eondnoe to that end. As to the 
qniremoA. of the ever increasing litigation $ theroverrn
which it is called npon to deal with. ^  ^  t0 be generally agreed that
The attorney general renews the suggestions I wbatgTer tbeir extent or character thti. oue 
of his predecessor that in the interests of thould ba definite and the other stable and that 

tion than tbe existing laws | neither should be regulated by z^aijustice better provis
afford, should be made in oartaia judicial dia-1 is tbe of fo r* fidelity

o suppose that it iB a great feat to go 
round the world in eighty days, but the 
time spent by Mr. Mallory in actual 
travel was less than that and he is 
confident that he can make the trip m 
seventy days. < < i

Daniel W ebster’s Marketing.
Few of the men of this generation 

know what it is to “market.” On their 
way to business they step into the cor­
n e r  butcher-shop, leave an order and 
rush for the passing street car. I t was 
not that touch-and-go style that our 
father’s did their marketing.

A man at tbe head of a family was ex­
pected to know how to select good roast- 
mg-pieces, juicy less of ^mutton, succu­
lent steaks, tender chickens and the 
freshest of fish. He did not let his 
butcher select for him. Usually he car­
ried a large market-basket, which he 
filled with me at and vegetables, and then 
lugged it home. It was in this way that 
Daniel Webster did his marketing, 
though a servant carried the basket.

The Washington correspondent of the 
B o sto n  Journal gives, in the following 
sketch, a pen-and-ink portrait of the

Northern-looking frame hom-e, with nar­
row verandas.—a mistake in that climate. 
He and his wife received us cordially, 
hut, I thought, with a little 
embarrassment As we drove away 
from the house, the South­
ern lady—my hostess in the village-
said, “I wished you to see the place. I do 
not like to come here, because that young 
man and his wife arc sorry for me, I 
think. It was awkward, at first, and 
one day the young woman cried, and 
said she felt as if I ought to be the 1» ly 
ot the house. But I laughed at her, aud 
told her not to feel so, as 1 did not grudge 
her the place.” ,

The two families go to the same church, 
and both the women are interested in 
regard to the morals of the young ne­
groes around them. I thought this a 
good instance of a practical kind of re­
construction.—December Atlantic.

Frigid Fancies.
It ought to be a cold day when sum­

mer gets left.
Fritz’s erratic dog: Fritz has named 

bis dog Non Sequitur, because it does 
not follow.

There is a fight over quinine in the 
market and it is naturally a bitter one.

When a clock is accused of being be­
hind time there is something wrong on 
the face of it.

“What are crowds?” The science of 
love says the third party is a large 
crowd.

What’s Boyle’s Law?” Diligent 
junior—” Never trump your partner s 
ace.”

“Is it a fact,” asked one Austin young 
lady of another Austmyoung lady, “that 
yon have consented to marry young 
Spooney, and are going to be niar’1,e„ 
right off?” “Yes. we are engaged. 
“ Why, he has not got any money, ùe is 
ugly, and he is dying with 
H e won’t live two months. That ? 
very reason I m arry him. JBacK ta s 
becoming to me that I ought to bate 
been a widow years and years ago. 
Texas Si bines. _______

Ex-Gov. Horatio Seymour ts now en- 
joving better health than for several 
years past. He will spend this winter at 
the old family homestead in Utica, 
occupied by his brother, the Hon. John 
K. Seymour, ____

Wendell Philips has recently made to 
the Boston Puhlic Library a gift of 1,308
bound volumes and $4,682 pamphlets.
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