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Accordiftg to  "the a u th o r‘of “Under 
th e  Sun,” Mr. P h il Robinson, the 
popular description of an elephant is 
“a sqnare animAl' w ith a  leg  a t each 
corner and a  ta il At both  ends.” The 
crowd also Hums u p  the  m orafcharacter 
of this T itan among mammals by saying 
it  is sagacious and docile. W hat the 
crowd calls docility in an elephant is, 
Mr. Robinson says, th e  very quality 
which in th e  veterAn soldier is known 
as discipline. To support his 'remark, 
he tells th e  story of the  standard-bear
ing  elephant of a  M ahratta  K ing who 
won a  victory for its royal m aster. The 
story condensed is •As follows :

T he hnge beast was carrying on its 
hack the royal ensign, the  rallying 
point of the  M ahratta  host. A t the be
ginning of the  engagem ent, the  ele
ph an t’s maliout, just as he ordered it 
to  halt, received his death  wound, and 
fell off its hack.

The obedient elephant stood its 
ground. The shock of ba ttle  closed 
around it and the  standard  it  carried. 
B u t the e lephant never moved a yard, 
refusing to advance or re tire  the stand
ard  en trusted  to  it.

T he M ahrattas s till seeing the flag 
flying in its place, would not believe 
th at the  day was going against them, 
and rallied again and again round their 
immovable standard  hearer.

Meanwhile the elephant stood there  
j cl j in the  very h eart of the  conflict, ttra in - 
1 J® ing its ears all the while to  catch above 

the  din of ba ttle  th e  sound of the  voice 
which would never speak again.

The wave of war soon passed on, 
leaving the field deserted. The M ahrat
tas swept by in victorious pursu it of 
the now rou ted  foe. B u t as a rock 
standing out from th e  ebbing flood, the 
elephant stood in  its  place, w ith the 
slain heaped round it, and the  standard 
still floating above its castled hack.

F o r th ree  days and nights it  remained 
‘wüere it had been told to  remain. 
N either bribe nor th rea t could move it. 
Tltey sen t to  a village a hundred mile3 
away, and fetched the  m ahout’s little  
son. T hen the  elephant, rem em bering 
how its dead m aster had  often in brief 
absence delegated authority  to  the 
child, confessed its allegiance.

W ith th e  shattered  b a ttle  harness 
clanging a t each stately  stride, it  swung 
slowly along the road behind the little  
boy.
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W hen  B ean  Were Thick.
Said Major J im : “B ’ars will leave 

when you make i t  too hot for ’em, sir. 
W hen Y was doin business for old Jedge 
Bmides, down in Madison Parish—

' plantation  lay rig h t on the  river —Mis
sissippi river, you know—m e night 
I  was sittin’ on my gallery smokin’, sir 
—everything jest os still as er dead 
m ule, sir. W ell, first th ing  I  knowed 
I  heerd a  kinder noise way up ’cross the 
river, and it sounded sorter low like a t 
first, and theu it kept gettin ’ louder and 
louder, twell I  conldent stand i t  no 
longer, sir. I  jest jum ps upon my feet 
and says: ’Old ooman, old ooman, a
hurricane’s cornin’ sure as you’re  horn.’ 
Bays she : ‘Major O .’—she always calls 
me Major O. when she wan’t  in a hu rry  
— ‘how in the name o’ sense can a  h u r
ricane he a cornin’ when there  ain’t  a 
eloud in  the sky?’ ‘W ell,’ says I , 
there’s th e  deuce to  pay somewhere.' 
Bo I  picks up my doublebarrel and I  
breaks out for the  levee, and when I  
gits there  I  lissen, and I  hears th a t 
roarin’ ‘cross the  river g ittin’ louder and 
louder, jest like a nigger funeral, when 
they begin to  blow th e  m ud out their 
kilers, sir. And I  looked where the 
moon was shinin’, and I  seen th a t whole 
river tu rn in ’ black, sir, and cornin’ 
closer and d o se r up to where I  was 
standin’. Skeared! I  reckon I. waa 
skeared. W hy, sir, my hair would a 
lifted a cotton hale. I  would a p u t up 
aud dusted, and I  did k inder inch hack 
er little, h u t I  dazzen run, sir, with 
Busan Ann a standin’ there  on th a t 
gallery. T here she stood, sir, and first 
she’d sing ‘O ld H undred ,’ and then 
■h e ’d  g it down on her marrow bones 
and moan out her little  prayer, and 
the  every  once in a while she’d holler 
oat, ‘Jim , w hat is tho m atter?’ as if I  
would’n t a given six quarts of D exter’s 
best jest to a half knowed what was the  
m atter. I f  yon'd a  seed me, sir, a 
standin’ there  havin’ one agur on top of 
another fasteFn you could count ’em, 
and the cold sweat runnin’ out the holes 
in my hoots, you’d a  knowed, sir, how 
happy I  was, sir, when I  seed som ethin' 
black riz up  out th a t river and shuck 
hisself. I  jes t up  and hollered to 
Busan Ann not to  be carryin’ on like a 
moonjack and m akiu’ a darned  fool of 
horself; b u t I  had jest os well hollered 
a t a loggerhead tu rk le , for Susan Ann 
aud every nigger on th a t h ill had lit out 
for the canel >reak, sir. So I  jest Btood 
there  lonesome by myself, and I  jest 
poured it into them  h ’ars righ t and left 
w hen 'they topped th a t levee and shuok. 
themselves, tw ell broad daylight, Air.
I t  looked like the  whole world jvas full 
of Vara, sir. I  jest stood in my tracks 
and I  k illed th irty-eight of ’em, sir— 
the<bigge*t in tho drove, and when I  
■topped  shootin’ there  wasn’t  a  livin’ 
soul on th a t p lantation ’oept me and 
them  dead b’ars. Every nigger, sir, 
little  and big, and Susan Ann to  boot, 
Vast clean gone, sir. I  got some n igger 
dogs and  I  ketched the  old ooman 
down jodi Joe’s Bayou th e  n e x t day, h u t 

_  some «fr. them  niggers never did g it 
j  beck, sir, .«ever. did. Tfi*», T«*, h 'a rs 
181 • wfth*travel (when you
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THE ISLAND OF JATA*

‘Its  K nonnoua Volcano«»—The Valley 
D eath.

The following description of the Isl 
and of Java is by M. Reclus, a French 
geographer:
, The volcanoes of Java present a very 
majestic appearance on account of their 
isolation. This is especially the case 
with those on the eastern side. The 
volcanoes on the western side, being 
located upon an undulating plateau, 
lose in their appearance of height; hut 
on the east all the volcanic mountains 
rise from the plains like islands above 
the waves of the sea, and command the 
horizon far and wide with their enor 
mous cones. Many of the volcanoes, 
in the external details of their conforma
tion, present a regularity of outline 
which is due in great part to the mon
soon rains, the most destructive agents 
of the tropical regions. The riolent 
torrents which periodically pour down 
the mountain slopes carry along the 
unresisting accumulations of ashes and 
loose scoriae, and deposit them in long 
slopeqjiround the base of the mount
ains. By the passage of all this debris 
the sides of the mountain are cut at in
tervals by ravines or furrows, which 
gradually widen frdm the summit to the 
base, and obtain a depth of from 200 to 
660 feet. There are some volcanoes, 
such as the Soombing, in which the»e 
ravines assume so perfect a regularity 
tha t the whole mountain, with its equi
distant furrows and intermediate walls, 
resembles a gigantic edifice based upon 
enormous buttresses, like the nave of a 
gothic cathedral.

Formerly the beauty of island and 
the fury of its volcanoes were the cause 
of its being altogether dedicated tc 
Siva, the god of destruction; and in 
the very craters of the burning mount
ains the worshipers of Terror and 
Death were in the habit of building 
their temples. In  many spots the ruins 
o f these sanctuaries are discovered in 
the midst of trees and thickets, which 
the Arab conquerors have left to grow 
in the formidable cavities of the vol 
canoes. Semiroo, the loftiest peak in 
the island, was the sacred mountain 
par excellence; the Soombing, which 
rises in the center of the island, was the 
“nail which fastens Java to the earth 
Some faithful followers of Siva, who 
inhabit a sandy plain, over four milea 
wide, which was ouce the crater of the 
Teugger volsano, still proceed every 
year to solemnly pour rice on the sum 
mit of an eruptive cone into the roaring 
mouth of the monster.

Enormous eruptions of sulphurous 
mud and water are characteristic of 
the volcanoes of the island, chiefly of 
the western side. These are supposed 
to be the waters of the sea or lakes, 
which, having become buried in the 
earth, are afterward ejected to the 
surface, mingled with rocks which they 
have dissolved or reduced to a pasty 
state. The most remarkable instance 
of these liquid eruptions is Papanday- 
ang, one of the most active volcanoes in 
Java. In  1792 this mountain burst, 
th o . summit was converted into dust 
and disappeared, and tho debris, 
spreading far and wide, buried forty 
villages. Since this epoch a copious 
rivulet gushes out in the very month of 
the crater at a height of 7,710 feet and 
pours into the plain. Black and muddy 
water constantly ascends from many 
funnel-shaped cavities on the volcano ; 
thick, muddy masses issue slowly from 
small craters and spread in circular 
slopes over the little mound surround
ing each ; while jets of steam dart ont 
of innumerable fissures with a shrill 
noise, making the ground tremble with 
the shock. The uproar caused by 
these various noises is heard far away 
on the plains, and has given to the 
volcano its name of Papandayang, or 
“Forge.” Several volcanoes in Java 
Lave given vent to large quantities of 
mud mingled with organic matter in 
such considerable proportions tha t they 
have l>een utilized as fuel.

Carbonic acid gas is also frequently 
discharged in enormous quantities from 
the volcanoes on the island. This fluid, 
being mncli heavier than the air, does 
not ascend, hut accumulates in weighty 
masses around the outlet. Plants 
which are bathed in this mephitic air 
rapidly wither, and all animated beings 
die from asphyxia unless their heads 
rise above the deadly atmosphere. 
Pakereman, or “The Valley of Death,” 
is a small crater on the island, the 
amp itheater of which, after the heavy 
tr, pical rains, is entirely filled with 
carbonic ac.'d gas. No plant grows in 
that vast cavity. According to the 
statements of Loudon the ground is 
strewn with the skeletons of animals. 
At one time there might have been 
seen in it 1 he remains «of human beings 
who had been dooiaed to perish from 
the asphyxia in the pciaçaed air. There 
is no spring of carbonic -acid in Europe 
wh.ch can be compared to th a t of Java,

Respectable Itàfes.
A mail'who was looking through a 

second-hand store in B ĵpoklvn, with a 
view of finding a bedstead to suit him, 
finally examined one, ahd asked : j -, ' f 

’Are you sure there are-mo bugs ih 
this?" ‘ , •

“Bugs ! Vhy dot pedstead was oudt 
of my own family] We got it vhen my 
brudder Moses was here, und now he- 
has gone away I  sell it for half-price:” 

“Say, I  believe it has had bugs in it.” 
POmpossidle, my frendt. My wife 

▼has so. neat .dot if she knew of such 
tings inf derihoüsê she go grazy.” ’ ■

"And TU be hanged iff herè' isn’t 
proof !” exclaimed the customer, as he 
pointed to an unimpeachable evidence. 

“Vhell ! vhell!”
The customer was going ont with a 

heart-broken look 4 1  his face, when the 
other detAined him, and said :

Dot’s'1 all right after alL Ef you 
way dot pedstead you know you have 
bugs from «'respectable family ! Moses 
vhes heAd*e)Crk in Rochester, und you 

I  Vhas'tore twenty-seven yean in 
Street New».

A Big Join«
A broad-shouldered man was walk 
g along Cha.ham street. He looked 
i< lie was in great pain.
“ Wfiat’s the matter?” asked a friend. 
“Oil, I ’m in terrible agony! Got a 
fi. as big as a water-melon on my calf, 
.’ii hardly walk. So long!” and the 
i-oprietor of Job’s comforter moved 
r. Ai.d as he did so another 'gentle- 

nan came along and shook hands with 
: s friend.

“I’ve got the biggest joke of the
son o n ----- . There he goes up the
et. He was telling me how he was 

g tened by a dog this morning, 
e t’s have some fun !”
The new arrival was “in for it.”
“You walk up behind him, grab him 

fiy the leg and bark like a dog. His 
uerves are all unstrung, and we’ll have 
a big joke on him to see him jump."

“I ’ll do it ,” said the other, “and you 
walk on the other side and see me scare 
iiim to death.”

The two parted to cariy out the pro- 
ramme. The latest arrival proceeded 

after their mutual friend. Just as he 
got close up behind him he grabbed 
'•ira by the boil and playfully barked. 
“Bow, wow, wow,” just as naturally as 
a dog-show.

The broad-shouldered man went up 
in the air, while his face looked as if he 
had suddenly swallowed a tree full of 
persimmons, When he came down he 
recited the alphabet backwards and 
then pointed his toe thirteen distinct 
times at his playful friend, slammed 
him up against a telegraph pole, mashed 
his hat over his eyes and then walked 
away looking as if he’d like to put the 
leg with the water-melon boil on over 
his shoulder and carry it home.

After the “dog” had pulled himself 
out of his hat he hunted up and down 
Chatham street for the man who h«d 
put the job up on him, but he couldn’t 
find him, for he was looking over the 
cornice of a neighboring house and was 
bursting with grins.—New York World.

She Hade a Slight Mistake.
She was a thin, narrow,'dark-visaged 

woman with “specs” on, and she car
ried a package of tracklets and leaflets 
which she scattered broadcast among 
the sinners in the horse car on which 
she rode. When only one or two of 
the pamphlets were left a  man got in. 
He was on his way to the depot, a 
countryman going home, evidently. He 
had a big watermelon which he dis
posed of tenderly on the seat next to 
him, and a glass flask with a rubber cork 
stuck boldly out of his coat pocket.

Heugh !” he panted, as he stuffed 
his fare into the box. “Hotter tha-Ti 
harvestin’ up here ain’t it?”

Everybodly looked cold disapproval 
at him, as good, polite Christian people 
do when spoken to in a street car ; all 
but the woman with the “tracks.” She 
bad fished oue out and extended it to 
him.

“Thankee,” he said, receiving it in a 
brown paw, “comic almanac, hey?”

“No, sir,” said the woman, firmly, in a 
high falsetto voice. “I t ’s to save your 
immortal soul. Touch not, taste not 
handle not the wine,” and she pointed 
with a crooked fore finger to the glass 
flask protruding from his breast pocket.

“Oh, I  see,” said the man smiling 
goo 1-lmmorodly on his sour-visaged 
vis-a vis; “hut this bottle ain’t for me, 
ma'am.”

Woe unto him that giveth his neigh
bor drink,” quoted the woman fiercely.

“He ain’t  eggsactly my neighbor, 
eyether,” said the man. “You see, it’s 
the new baby, aud wife calculates to 
fetch im up by hand, and this bottle’s 
for him, bless his pootsy tootsy. Here’s 
the riggin’ of it,” and diving into 
another pocket he fished out some india- 
rubber tubing, etc.

The woman didn’t  wait to finish her 
dissertation on temperance, hut got out 
without asking the driver to stop.—Ex
change.

The Mew York Crank.
[Cor. Cincinnati Enquirer.]

New York is the  g reatest city in  the  
world for cranks. They thrive here. 
In  P aris they  are snnbhed, except 
when they w rite for th e  papers, when 
they are  glorified ; in London they are 
suspected by th e  police; in Ireland 
they are  sho t; in St: P etersburg  they 
are  buried  in Siberia, and in Boston 
they become Concord philosophers 
early  in life, and devote them 
selves to study un til they become too 
cultured for earth , w hen they die—or 
come to New York. T he cranks who 
are restrained in o ther cities of the world 
flock here by common impulse. The 
police do no t in te rfere  w ith th e ir 
schemes, the  public encouraze3 them, 
and the newspapers trea t them  as legiti
m ate sensations. Only one thing is 
x>8itively known of th e  average New 

’ fo rk  crank, and th a t is th a t he eventu
ally  dies a violent death . T he com
monplace cranks are not of so much 
importance as m en who just border 
upon crankiness, or who have manias oi 
sufficient originality to  en title  them  to 
distinction.

H u m s  t n o a i e ,  a o t o m m ,

[W. W. Story’s “Recollections. ”]
His personal appearance was remarkable, 
think no one could come into his pres

ence without being impressed by i t  His 
broad, massive forehead was crowned with 
a dark mass of richly curling, fine, and al
most turbulent hair, through which he 
constantly passed his hand, and beneath 
his overhanging brow were dark, deeply- 
sunken, and somewhat weary eyes of 
serious intent and expression, framed in 
dark circles. His nose was rather large, 
his upper lip short; and his under lip, pro
jecting somewhat beyond, he constantly 
thrust out as if to grasp and hold it firm; 
while a strong jaw closed and locked up, 
as it were, the whole face with a purpose 
and power. His cheeks were gaunt 
and hollow, as if worn by study. 
Indeed, the whole face was that of 

thinker and student, which long 
hours of labor by day and night 
had made haggard. There was serious
ness, gravity, and a certain pathos of char
acter and sadness of experience in its re
pose. In its lighter moods it was illumin
ated by genial gleams of humor and summer 
lightning of feeling, and in moments of 
excitement it glowed and radiated with in
ward fire like a forge when the bellows arc 
in blast. His frame was large, well knit, 
and nervous. His ordinary gait in walking, 
as I remember him, was inclined to oc 
slouching, as of a person engaged in intro
verted thought; and in sitting he was 
sunken and overweighted, as it were, into 
himself. When speaking in publie he was 
full of action and nervous gesticulation. 
He swayed backward and forward, advanc
ing and retreating, emphasized by coming 
sharply down on his heels, now bending 
down and now lifting himself to his full 
and commanding height, and enforcing his 
utterances with a sharp, impulsive, up- 
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Latin Explained.
. ^'.iParis Beacon.]

* "Iftp&j.'i^.q^ar,” said Deacon Jones, as 
lie"turned his paper, “did you see this 
obituatymeticejnf-Elder Smith’s death?”

T Jglaja£èdb'ôèfc it  a minute, but didn’t 
examine :it .minutely,” said the deacon’s 
wifp.; *‘What is there about it that strikes 
you?”

Vfhy do they put this Latin or Choctaw 
in an obituary notice?”

“I didn’t see anything of that kind. 
What is it, my dear?”

“Why it closes with ‘Reuuiescat in 
pace.’ Nov, what in Sam Hill does that 
mean?”

‘ Pshaw! that’s easy, old man. It means 
that he required his cat to pace.”

“Oh! so it does, so it does,” said the 
old man. “How easily one can be mis
taken! I thought ‘Bequiescat in pace’ 
was the brand«! the liquor that killed


