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A n A n o m a lo u s State o f  A fla irs—Son:«
C urious F acts .

[Scientific American.]
I t  was John Stuart Mill, wo beliefe, 

Who established the principle that pub­
lic confidence could.neither bo stemmed 
uor directed by statute, and, perhaps, 
there has rarely boon so apt an illustra­
tion of this as is to be had in the experi­
ence of the original sewing-machine com­
panies. Tho original sowing-machine 
patents expired, as is well known, in 
1870, and long before that time prepara­
tions were afoot to take advantage of 
the principle, now become common prop­
erty. Capitalists invested their money 
freely, great factories were erected, and 
doubtless many had already figured out 
their prospective profits for the year 
when the time to begin the work of m an­
ufacturing was at hand and the great 
struggle began.

There is reason to believe that the orig­
inal patentees were not a little fright­
ened at the prospect. Indeed, in cer­
tain quarters “stampede” would more 
Accurately describe the condition of af­
fairs when the market became “flooded” 
with'sewing-machines, and prices fell to 
A point at which there was little or no 
profit, with a  premonition that there­
after sewing-machines were to be given 
away.

This state of affairs had not, however, 
long continued before the original com­
panies discovered that they were selling 
about as many machines as before their 
patents expired, and that, better still, 
there was a numerous class that did uot 
want the new makes on itny condition; 
whereat they plucked up their courage.

The fact is, these companies had for 
years been striving to turn out a finished, 
efficient and <1 unable sewing-machine. 
They would seem to have dealt fairly 
with their patrons, whose confidence 
subsequent events proved they pos­
sessed. These patrons became accus­
tomed to the mechanism of a certain 
kind of sewing-machine, and they would 
have no other. Furthermore they un­
consciously acted as agents for their 
favorite machine among their friends 
and acquaintances. All this and more 
the old companies learned, and, like 
sensible men, they no louger tried to 
sell for a dollar what had cost them 100 
cents.

Do what they would, the new com­
panies, though, no doubt, in some cases 
turning out an excellent machine, could 
not get a foothold iu the market, and 
ope by one became bankrupt or went out 
of the business. The fact is, this sew­
ing-machine business is phenomenal, and 
has characteristics which, there is rea­
son to believe, do not obtain elsewhere. 
As the wandering tribes of equatorial 
Africa take with them their own idols, 
nor can be persuaded to worship other 
gods, though shown to be more potent, 
so those who have adopted a certain type 
of sewing-machine cannot, it seems, be 
easily weaned from their choice.

So too, in the matter of ornamentation; 
the type of machine being once decided 
Upon, the purchaser is credited with a 
disposition to put up with nothing less 
than all the other exterior arrangements 
for convenience, and it is stated upon 
good authority, that a certain class of 
machines being once fitted with a move­
able top and three drawers, no patron­
ess, however poor, will thereafter, what­
ever the extra cost, be contended with­
out them.

A psychological fact, possibly new, 
which has come to light in this sewing- 
machine business is that a woman will 
rather pay $50 for a machine in monthly 
installments of $5 than $25 outright, al­
though able to do so.

The curious process of reasoning by 
which the feminine mind is led to re­
gard the lapse of time as a cheapener 
and a hundred per cent, interest as of 
no consequence, have not yet, we be­
lie vo, bcon discovered.

Seriously, the principal original or 
parent companies are yearly increasing 
their sales and realizing a fair profit 
without any patent rights save those 
pertaining to certain recent improve­
ments. Nine of the newer companies 
have got out of the business since" 1877, 
and of the forty remaining not a few 
exist in little else but the name; the 
field being monopolized by the old es­
tablished ones or those which, long be­
fore the expiration of the sewing-ma- 
ehine patents, had secured the confi­
dence of a large and growing constit­
uency.

The machines are best classed by the 
kind of stitch produced. Four-fifth of 
all the macliiucs now made use the lock­
stitch; according to the last census 
there are in the United States to-day 100 
sewing-machine establishments, with an 
invested capital of $12,301,830, employ­
ing 8,283 persons, to whom are annually 
paid in wages $4,030,099. The value of 
materials used is figured at $4,829,105, 
and the value of the products at $13,- 
803,188. Sixteen states monopolize 
these manufactures, though nearly half 
of the invested capital and one-half the 
value of the products are centered in 
New Jersey and Connecticut.

T h e  N ew  F o e  SIznal.
[St. Louis Globe-Democrat.]

The fog-signal apparatus is now con­
structed in such a manner that in calm 
weather its sound may be heard twenty 
miles. This power is gained by means 
of two slotted* cylinders, one fixed and 
the other revolving in it. The slots, as 
they pass one another, stop or cut off 
the passage of compressed air or steam 
and thus cause a series of vibrations, 
and consequently a musical note, the 
pitch of which depends upon the speed 
of the revolving cylinder. In order to 
vary the note, it is only necessary to 
control this velocity. The doublc-noto 
horn is formed with a casing within 
which is a fixed a slotted cylinder 
and a revolving cylinder moving 
upon a spindle. The slots are formed in 
each cylinder at opposite inclined angles, 
so tha t the motive fluid impinging 
against a number of inclined planes 
causes the inner cylinder to revolve with 
rapidity, carrying with it two disks, a t­
tached to the common spindle, and upon 
their peripheries are pressed levers, un­
der the action of small pistons operated 

' by diaphragms, to the outer surface of 
which compressed air is admitted. 
When the high note is required, one 
brake is put on; for the low note, both 
brakes. ________________

A Sea Cook*« T ra in !  ns*
[The Century.]

A sea cook is a peculiar character, re­
quiring a special training. He must 
know now to prepare a sea hash out of 
sa)t-horse flavored with onions, incrusted 
with the variegated browns of polished 
mahogany, and savory enough to create 
an appetite in a stomach that the toss­
ing waves have rendered as sensitive as 
the needle of a compass. He must un­
derstand how to make eatable bread, 
and take his duff out of the kettle on 
8nnday as light as cotton and as deli­
cate as sponge cake. Besides this, he 
must know how to economize in the use 
of water and provisions, and, more diffi­
cult yet, he must contrive to keep the 
qrew satisfied with the mess he cooks 
for them, while, a t the same time, he 
look's out sharply for the interests of his 
employer and the captain. He must 
also be proof against the worst weather, 
and unaeviatingly punctual to the hours 
of meals. I t goes without saying that 
i t  is not an easy thing to find such a 

. paragon in the galley; but when he is 
there, he is, next to the captain, by far 
the (host important character on board.

THE SEWINQ-WACH1NE BUSINESS.

T h e  G if t!  a t  L o u a  DrAuM i.
[“Manhattan'* in Chicago Journal.]

The most sightly and satisfactory 
things to study at Long Branch are the 
girls They are constantly presenting 
new and curious aspects of femininity! 

j Just now they are engaged in a fight 
for and tfgainst the bang. Shall or shall 
not the forehead be exposed to view? 
The curtain of hair is ordered up by a 
mandate of fashion, but obedience is by 
no means general. Girls with low 
brows are willing to denude them, be­
cause they know that the effect will lie 
pretty in itself,' besides nonplussing the 
possessors of liigh foreheads, who are 
bound to look ocld in exposing an expan- 
sivo portion of cranium so long kept 
covered. The common result is a kind 
of compromise cropping of front locks, 
and a frizzy arrangement like that 
shown by Mrs. Langtry during her last 
tour here.

The increase of apparent intellectuality 
is astonishing, but I am forced to write 
that there is a corresponding loss of 
prettiness. Tho change is improving to 
only a small minority. Lawn tennis ii 
played in the most picturesque manner 
possible to art. The girls wear costumes 
for this game that are doubtless dis­
tracting to impressionable observers. 
Very jaunty jockey caps; Jersey waists 
that are pliant to every move of joint or 
muscle underneath; scarfs that encircle 
shifting outlines, skirts that are short 
and scant, stockings that are bright in a 
brief sectional view, and canvas shoes 
matching the dress in color, that make 
a show of utility in their rubber 
soles—all these components of 
tho tennis toilets are highly ap­
proved »by tho admiring eye of 
man, when the game is pitched on tho 
lawn of a big hotel, and the adjacent 
veranda holds a crowd of critical spec­
tators, it is a stretch of credulity to sup­
pose that the girls arc other than con­
scious performers; and the success which 
most of them achieve in an affectation 
of indifference to the staring, of com­
plete absorption in the exercise, and of 
unstudiedness in graceful posing, is re­
markable proof of die American trait of 
cool self-possession.

The expenditure for dress is extrava­
gant or not, according as the indulgers 
can not or can well afford it. Hard 
times have not appreciably lessened t ho 
display of costly clothes. A few of the 
wearers in former years have disap­
peared, but their places are taken by 
fresh dressers. Ou the whole there is 
no deterioration.

ROYAL samm

m

POWDER
Absolutely Pure.

This powder never varies. Apnarvel of purity 
strength and wholes mi neness." More economi­
cal than the ordinary kinds, and caunotbesold 
In compétition with the multitude oi low test, 
short weight, alum or pbospntc ,.,>wders. Sold 
only in caus. R o y a l  IIakino Powder Co.. 106 
Wall street. N. Y

flOSIEPlIi;

Thoreau: The youth gets together his 
materials to build a bridge to tiie moon, 
or, perchance, a palace or temple on the 
earth; at length the middle-aged man 
concludes to build a woodshed with : 
them.

The feeble grow 
strong when ilos- 
letter’s Stomach 
Ult'ers is used to 
promote assimila­
tion of the food 
and enrich the 
blood. Indigestion 
the chief obstacle 
to an acquisition 
o1 strength by the 
weak,is an ailment 
which infallibly 
succumbs to the 
uct’on of thi«p<-er- 
less corrective.

Loss of flesh and 
appetite, fuilure to 
sleep, and groWirg 
evidence of prema­
ture decay, are 
.speedily counter­
acted by the great 

rigoranl, whit h braces up the physic 1 euer- 
1 gus and forlil: s the constitution against disease 
: For sale by all druggists and deale s generally.

;B o  Y o u  K n ow
THAT

; L0  R I LL  ARD’ S C L I M A X
Pl.UC TOBACCO

I with Red Tin Tag: Rose Leaf line Cut Chew- 
ing: Navy Cuppings and Black Brown and 
Yellow SXl’I I i re the best and cheapest, 
quality considered.

STOMACH

C. E.

F U R N IT U R E ,  C R O C K E R Y
A N D  H O U S E  F U R N I S H I N G  G O O D S .

Window Shades, Oil Cloths, M attresses.
DEALER IN

HFiaoaos axxd. Org-aons-
U n d e r t a k in g  P r o m p t ly  A t te n d e d  to .

M e t a l l i c  C a s k e ts  a  S p e c ia lty .  

M O N T A N A  A V E N U E ,  B I L L I N G S ,  M .  T .

LIVERY, FEED I  SALE STABLE,
C. E. WESTBROOK, Propnetor.

Horses and Mules Bought and Sold. Freight Forwarded to all 

Points on Short Notice. Packing Outfits F urnished. 

Saddle H orses, Fine Turnouts.

E V E R Y T I m t f ö  P Z B S T - C L A S S .  

South Tw enty-Seventh St., BILLINGS, MONTANA.

a

JOHN 1 .  K I N G
Has the Largest and Most Complete Stock of

Agricultural Implements
in Eastern Montana, including the following first-class goods, 

which will be sold at Bed Rock Prices:

Iram Fram e Binder, w ith  Bundle Cairier, 

Enclosed G ear M ow er, T h e  Standard Hollingw orth Rake, 

T h e  O ld  Reliab le S ch ü ttle r W agons, B uggies and Buckboards.

T h e  G ilp in  S u lky  Plow, and a Fu ll L in e  o f John D eere’s Plows. 

T h e  Superior Visible S tee l Barbed W ire ,

L ad d ’s Tobacco Sheep D ip.

All Goods Guaranteed to Give Satisfaction.

First National Bank Block, - Billings, M. T.

E . B . C A M P .
C . D . C A M P .

“THE «EKFSlBfiSfS
wjwxrl» of moil bttilii.nl wrivirs c f  America end f  urope. boenone• 

what the may xim « sitn t. .W> mcniMv. Jn ty  *4 r e r  year. bend

H.H

W h o le s a le  a n d  E e t a i l

HEADQUARTERS HOTEL,

C A M P B E O S.,
W holesale and Eetail Dealers in

Shelf anil Heavy Hardware !
Mowers a n 1 F  eapers,

4ND

R ailw ay Eating House.

AH T ra in s  S top  a t  th is  H ote l for M e a ls .

Guests will find that 'the Accomodations are First-Class in 
Every Particular.

F. L. GREENE,! p  .
M. S. GREENE, j 1 roPlietors-

Belknap’s Block, Billings, M. T.

1 1  *  B

i m M  1%
Ü U U a B B

Of 2^irxd.s.

M cAdow <fc C ovely,

S U C C E S S O R S  T O  P. W . M c A D O W ,

W holesale Dealers In

35

ssfR
«fi

S Ik i-XS:

9» MOf»
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W a g o n s ,  B u g g ie s ,  Carriages and ^ ucrboards. 
Sulky and Walking Plows, Harrows and Cultivators.

GET OTTIES FP.ICE3 OüsT “STsTTEZEl

Building Hardware and Agricultural Implements
A  S P E C I A L T Y .

Our Goods.—Loam Our IPrices.
Manufacturers o f  Tin, C o n n er  and  S h e e t - I ro n  W are .  -  BILLINGS.

IL E S ,
FOR

H ard w are  and Fanning Im plem ents

WHOLESALE and  retail  headquarters for

F

o
>Ph hd
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W - gw r.

ehI T  m 2A Q
tel

A om
d

* o
CJ

Toilet Articles, Stationery , Toys, 
and Fancy Goods.

C LA R K ’
Still Maintains its Lead

For The Be i t

And L ow est Prices*

H . CLARK  & CO.,

Wholesale and Retail Grocers.

AND

GENERAL MERCHANDISE,

California Underwear and Blankets.

Mills Leak & Co.’s Celebrated Gloves and Mittens,

California Overalls and Duck Goods, lined and unlined.

We have also a large and well selected stock of

Liquors and Cigars !

A Large and Complete line of

Crockery, Lamps, Chandeliers
AND GLASSW ARE.

FLOUR BY THE SACK

“ F A R G O  B E S T ”  a n d  “ G A L L A T I N  X X X '

At the lowest figures it can be procured in this market.

M c A D O W  &  C O V E L \ ,

BILLINGS AND COULSON. MONTANA.

B U C K E Y E  P â O V ÿ E R S  A N D  BENDERS.

Plows, H arro w s and  H ay Rakes.
HE AD Q.U ASTERS FOR BARBED WIRE. 

We Mean Business, and you w ill Save 
Money by Buying of

BABCOCK & MILES, - Montana Avenue.

S O  SFIEc o 3D  - A ." 5 r

Well Bari

Can cosily be made using the OLD RELIABLE

" VI CTOB

i d r  n r\ \a n
o n \mn Machinery

We mean it and are prepared to demonstrate the fact. The WELL- 
MERITED SUCCESS which has crowned our eflorts during the past 
15 years, and with EXCELSIOR for our MOTTO, we are MON ARC H of 
ALL in every country in the world. Our Machinery is operated by 
either Man, Horse or Steam and works very rapidly. They range in sizes

From 3 inches to 41 Feet in Diameter
and will bore ami drill to ANY REQUIRED DEPTH. They will bore 
successfully and satisfactorily in all kinds of Earth, Soft Sand and Lin 
stone. Bituminous Stone Coal, Slate, Hard Pan Gravel, Lava, Boulders, 
Serpentine and Conglomerate Rock, and guaranteed to make the very 
best of Wells in Quick-sand. They are light-running, simple in con­
struction, easily operated, durable and acknowledged as the oest and 
most practical Machine extant. They are endorsed by some ot the 
highest State Officials. They are also used extensively in

Prospecting for Coal, Gold, Silver, Coal Oil and all Kinds of Minerals.
And for sinking Artesian Wells anti Coal Shafts, etc. thevare^unequaMed. 
We also furnish Engines, Boilers, Wind Mills, Hydraulic Kams 
Powers, Brick Machines, Mining Tools, Portable Forges, Rock Drills and 
Machinery of all kinks. # . j
Good Active Agents w anted  in  Every  Country in  the W orld

Aid™» Victor Well A irier and Machine Go.,
«  " «  —  ..............^ M is i> o u g i’ u - • •  * •

The Royal Route
Is '‘he Only R oute from  
M i n n e a p o l i s  and  St. 

P au l runn ing  Dining 
C a r s  a n d  luxurious 

Smoking Room  Sleep­

ing Cars to  Chicago.

T. W. TEASÛALE
Cen’l Pat*. Agt St, Paul

1. H. HILAND,
Gen'l T a«c Managtr, S t P **

/
V-çf-iT

' rUai Jo.
Si O T.

-ifc.uo C U iO Y '& .f

»WBISOnV̂ -Xv.
Beloit* '̂
CHICAGO
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