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IT WAS AtL ItGHT.

The war investigation commission,
which examined over 500 witnesses,
has found nothing whatever to condemn
h Presidenp t McKinley's management

of the war with Spain, conducted on
two hemispheres at once and prepared
for in a few weeks' time. "In no in-
rtce can it be proved," summarizes
thbe commission, "that we have omitted
,to, call any witness who has been
brought to our attention as having im-
portant facts to disclose. But had we
desired to 'whitewash' the administra-
tion we could have had 5.,000 witnesses
who could truthfully testify that the
conduct of the war was all right."

That is a complete vindication of

President McKinley, and his carping
critics, who had so much to say last
fall and summer about the cruelty to
the troops, the incompetency of the ad-
ministration and like rot, should
promptly make the amende honorable.
The truth is, as all fair-minded people
will admit, that no government under
the sun ever accomplished so much in

so short a time in a war with a foreign
power. The president needed no vin-
dication. The results furnished that.
T'he criticisms, however, were all from
democratic sources; from that party
which, after wildly clammoring for
war, is on record as having refused to
vote in congress the funds with which
to carry it on. But the republicans,
with the aid of a few patriotic demo-
crats, put the people of the United
States in the way of furnishing money
ir the national defense and their
prompt response, in subscribing for a
billt9n and a half of bonds, is one of
the wonders of the world.

No one with a spark of patriotism
in his bosom ever doubted how the war
investigation would end and now the
president, to further satisfy the people,
has ordered an inquiry to examine into
the charges touching the meat fur-
nished during the war. And somebody
will be punished if abuses existed.
There is no doubt of that; no friend or
official associate of the president will

be shielded if the army has been im-
posed upon.

MORE DEMOCRATIC DISGRACE.

The present democratic legislature,
not satisfied with disgracing Montana
by the most shameless bribery ever
practiced in electing a United States
senator, has heaped further 'infamy
upon our beloved commonwealth. The
democratic ways and means committee
of the house last week favorably report-
ed the bill to repeal the law prohibiting
gambling and by a vote of 85 to 82 the
bill was ordered printed. Thus this
state is put on record as favoring gam-
bling, notwithstanding that, two years
ago, public sentiment demanded the
passage of the law prohibiting that
crime. There was a minority report,
however, recommending that the bill be
indefinitely postponed and Represent-
atives Lindsay and Hedges, two of the
republicans who could not be corrupted
by a millionaire's gold in the senatorial
contest, made strong speeches against
the attempt to further blacken the good
name of Montana.

Thank God for that; it is some com-
fort to know that there are a few de-
cent men in the Montana legislature,
at least. And there will be a majority
of that character two years hence. This
democratic outfit, since it met six

weeks ago, has made every honest man
ashamed to admit that he lives in the
state. But the people will resent the
insults heaped upon them by the boodl-
era at the next election and this effort
to again leaglise gambling, which
even thi's demooartio legislature will
not dare to pass, will be charged up
udnast the party which is always in
dtatar of retrogression instead of pro-
gme me. penoeraoy and disgrace are
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fourth of March The canal bill has
passed the senate, giving President Mc-
Kinley the authority to go ahead and
build the great waterway; to purchase
such territory as may be necessary from
Costa Rica and Nicaragua and proceed
with the construction of this national
,enterprise at a cost of not to exceed
$115,000,000. The old Maritime Canal
company appears to be the bugaboo in
the way; it wants a subsidy of a few
millions for certain franchises which
expire next fall, and for surveys and
alleged material said to be worth only
a hundred thousand dollars or so.

The house cominittee has reported a
substitute for the senate bill ignoring
the Maritime company, and every effort
should be made by the administration's
supporters to push this bill through be-
fore congress adjourns. The president,
who has shown such wonderfpl ability
in conducting a foreign war, can be
trusted to inaugurate the work of build-
ing the Nicaraguan canal. It is a cry-
ing national necessity, especially since

the acquisition of our new territory in
the Pacific.' Every year that the build-ing of the canal is delayed is a year
fraught with danger to this nation.
Trust the president with the enterprise.
The people have the utmost confidence
in his ability and integrity and the

Maritime company will get justice athis hands.

It is now said that if the army re-organization bill is nqt passed, an extra

ieession of congress will be absolutely
necessary. A decision has been ren-
dered bb the attorney general to the

effect that as soon as the ratifications of
the peace treaty are exchanged the
volunteers can no longer be retained in
service. This is also true, the attorney,
general holds, of the additional regu-
lars who were enlisted for the war with

Spain. Consequently, without the de-sired legislation, the president will find
himself with an army reduced from

65,000 to 25,000 men. Neither the
volunteers nor the regplars would de-
sert the flag in time of need, however.

The patriotism of the people can be de-
pended upon to support the president,
whether congress ddes so or not.

It is not often that a man declines a
United States senatorship, but Moses
Thatcher of Utah had sense enough to
do it last week. He was formerly an
apostle of the Mormon church, has four
wives and when petitioned by thirty-
three members of the legislature-
enough to elect-to allow his name to
be used for the senatorship, promptly
declined. He gave as his reasons that
it would be unwise to deliberately in-
vite an increase of public apprehension
respecting conditions in Utah; that
"loyalty and devotion to the nation

can better be shown by respecting pub-
lic sentiment, even though prejudiced
by means of erroneous statements, than
by defying it."

A number of legislative deadlocks
for United States senator are still on
and will have to be broken inside of
two weeks if the states in question
wish to be represented by more than
one senator. The states in which the
legislatures are still balloting and no
nearer electing than they were on the'
day they started are California, Penn-
sylvania, Utah, Delaware and Nebras-
ka. If those states had a few copper
kings running for the United States
senate they would, in all probability,
have but little trouble in electing.

It is the western teoops in the Philip-
pines-just as it was the western, troops
at Santiago-who are doing the hard
fighting. And now, the west having
proved its valor to the world, it is pos-
sible to yet establish the fact that weet-
ern men are honest and capable of self-
government. Keep the boodle demo-
orats out of power in the west for a few
years and this section of the country
will be as desirable a place of resi-
dence as any portion of the Union.

The democratic papers which are
raising such a hue and cry about the
fighting in the Philippines should re-
member the history dof the United
States. It is only a little over thirty
years ago that a republican administra-
tion was compelled to whip the demo-
olrats into subjugation before they
would become good oitiens. Cas any.
tblng better be expected of the Pill-
pinesM
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much realized wealth, while in reserve
he has a sum which he cannot at pres-
ent~ompute, but which a shrewd man

last year estimated as being (already in
sight) $850,000,000.. We refer to his
Arizona copper property and since then
copper has advanced 40 per cent. And
that was the amount aotually blocked
out, while there was no sign' of exhaus-
tion in the marvelous depopit.

GENERAL STATE INEWS.
l_|Senator Mantle's bill, appropriating

$100,000 for the erection of a publicbuilding at Butte, passed the house last

week.
A colored convict at Deer Lodge

was killed Friday . while making a
murderous assault upon one of the
guards.

Mrs. Collins, wifd of P. M. Collins,chief clerk in the United States land
office at Helena, died at her home
Saturday,

Robert M. Brockman of Indiana hasbeen appointed a teacher in the Flat-
head Indian school, Montana, at $60
per month.

The secretary of war has ordered the
discharge of Robert H. Paxson of
Butte, now a member of the First Mon-
tana at Manila.

In the last "brush" between theAmericans and Filipinos on Wednesday
night, Lieut. Col. Wallace of Helena
was among the wounded, being shot
through the lung.

Mike Langhor, dealer in groceries
in Bozeman, made an assignment Fri-
day. Liabilities are Jestimated at
$8,500, with assets more than sufficient
to meet the indebtedness.

Lewistown lost two soldiers in the
recent battles with the insurgents at
Manila. Their names were Frederick
Hall and W. R.,Meyersick, both of
company I of the First Montana.

Governor Smith has appointed WalterS. Hartmp of Bozeman a member of
the local executive committee of the
state agricultural college to succeed
Walter Cooper, whose term expired
February 1.

Isadore Roth and Benj. Cornhauser,doing a whisky business in Livingston
under the firm name of Roth & Corn-
hauser, were adjudged bankrupts in the

United States court Friday. Liabilities
about $15,000.

The secretary of the interior has
affirmed the land office decision in the
case of James Lee, from Helena dis-
trict. Lee's application for repayment
of fees and commission on his home-
stead entry is rejected.

Tomorrow will occur the dedicatory
exercises of the new state university
buildings at Missoula. Hundreds of
invitations have been sent out over the
state to attend the exercises. The new
buildings have been accepted and are
now occupied.

The sundry civil appropriation bill
in congress carries with it an appropri-
ation of $129,700 for a public building
at Helena. Colonel Kessler of the
Montana regiment has cabled Governor
Smith that none of his command were
killed and only six were slightly
wounded.

Montana patents have been granted
as follows: James J. Eagan and A. E.
Hook, Bute, disappearing chair (two
patents); George A. Ennis and H. H.
Ross, Livingston, bicycle; John T.
Morrow, Great Falls, cleaner for com-
mutators; Bettie C. Williams, Doer
Lodge, portable bath cabinet.

A motion for a new trial in the Mike
Rolla murder case was argued before
Judge Henry in the district court at
Livingston last week and a new trial
was granted, whereupon the prisoner
was permitted to plead guilty to mur-
der in the second degree and was sent-
enced to imprisonment for life.

The Ross-Dier Mercantile company
of Big Timber has just let the contract
to Butte parties for the erection of a
two-story stone block, which will have
a 60-feet front and be 140 feet deep.
The contract price is $21,000 and aon
cording to the terms agreed upon the
building must be completed by June 1.

The business men of Anaconda re
cently contributed $1,000 for the pooe
fund and placed it in the hands of the
Elpworth League of the M. E. church to
dispense. This society has been doing
some grand noble work and the busi.
ness men knew that thdlr contribution
would be dispensed among the needy
by placing it with the Epworthians.

Hans Boe., a clerk in the Butte post.
office, was arrested Friday evening on
the charge of opening letters addressed
to other persons. He had been suspect.
ed for some time of dishonest practices
and was Thursday caught in the act o
opening a letter addressed to A'ssistanl
Postmaster Flavin. Letters addressed
to other persons were also found in hi.
possessions. He confessed the crime.

Senator Mantle has secured the adop.
tion of his amendment to the Indian
appropriation bill providing $2,000,000
for buying of the settlers on the North-
ern Oheyenne Indian reservation on
Tongue river and for fencing in the rea-
ervation and stocking it with cattle.
The lines have been adjusted usatisfao-
tortly tothe settlers and itis hoped
that this arrangement will put an end
to Indian troubles.
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usual routine business a number of pe-
titions were presepited Darcyes,Ingersoll Gad Stone. Maroyee' petition

was the ninth to be sent him by citi-zens and taxpayers of the proposed
county of Rosebud urging Sqgrpgation
from Custer. Ingereoll's petiti6n was

from tasyersecf Ouster cotuany prd-
resting against segregation. Stone'spetijion Urged the passage of Cooney't
i and r bill.

The judiciary committee is to becalled upon to decide a vexed question,
viz., whether or not the legislature has
the right to appropriate the $80,00O
now in the hands of the state treasurer,
alleged bribe money, for any purpose
whatever. The resolutions introduced

by Representative Bywater met with
general, almost unanimous, approval,
and it is hoped by all that the judiciary
committee will decide that. upon the
enactment of proper legislation this
fund can be placed at the disposal of
Montana's patriotic sons who are now

battling for their country and theirfag, seven thousand miles from home,
in a foreign land, against a treacherous
enemy. Under the resolutions it is
proposed to cable the money to Colonel
H. C. Kessler, commanding the regi-
ment, for the care of the sick and
wounded of the First Montana.

LATE NEWS IN BRIEF.

The treaty of peace was signed by
the president Friday afternoon.

The president and Mrs. McKinleyreceived congress as their guests last
Thursday night,

A deadly avalanche of snow swept
down Cheyenne canyon in Colorado
Sunday, killing ten persons.

New York City had a blaze Thurs-
day, the loss by which is estimated at
from $600,000 to $1,000,000.

Careful estimates place the Filipino
losses up to date at 2,000 killed, 3,500
wounded and 5,000 taken prisoners.

The president has sent this nomina-
tion to the senate: Horace A. Taylor,
of Wisconsin, to be assistant secretary
of the treasury.

The comptroller of the currency has
issued a call for reports of the condi-
tion of all national banks at the close
of business February 4.

The Atlantic coast was swept by a
fearful storm all day Sunday. Some
passenger ships are many days overdue
and have been given up for lost.
One of the cottages at the insane

asylum at Yankton, S. D., was de-
stroyed by fire Sunday morning and
seventeen female inmates were burned
to death.

An interesting fact in connection
with General Eagan's suspension from
the army has developed on inquiry at
the war department. Although Gen-
eral Eagan has been suspended without
rank or duty, he still remains commis-
sary general of the army, drawing the
pay of that office, and there is no way
in which he can be displaced until he is
retired.

The president has appointed a court
of inquiry to examine into the charges
touching the meat furnished the Ameri-
can army during the war with Spain
and other matters involved in the
charges made by Gereral Miles against
the administration of war affairs. The
court will consist of Major General
Wade, Colonel George W. Davis, Ninth
infantry, and Colonel Gilespie, corps of
engineers, now stationed in New York.

The r4port of the war investigating
commission declares that everything
possible was done by the war depart-
ment in the limited time it had at its
command. in making its preparations
for the war, and the report says the
conduct of the war not only worked out
successfully, but in such a way as to be
worthy of great commendation. The re-
port says that the evidence before the
commissionshows that Secretary Alger
exercised proper diligence and super-
vision and that his subordinates also
were efficient, experienced and faithful.
The commission is a unit in its report
and there is no minority report.

Billings Opera Ioase
Wednesday, Feb. 15.
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DAIOUS OF TEN DAY

Attention ~ Line of

given to Perfumes,

Physicians' Soaps,

Prescriptions .rshas

Day and Night of kinds.

.IEBER G , HOLMES & ALHO

fUILDERS SHOULD CONSULT I-TEIR OWN IN-
STEREST AND BUY

SLUMBER
1w. J. YOSMANS

Close Cutter on Every Class of Building Material.I Location-N. P. Right-of-Way, South Side, Billings, Montana.

A. L. Babcock Hardware o.
BILLINGS MONTANA.
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WAGONS,

IMPLEMENTS.
Savage, Winchester, Marlin Rifles,

Colts and Smith & Wesson Revolvers,

Ammunition and Sporting Goods.
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CYCLONE CAMERAS AND, PHOTO SUPPLIES.

1899 MODEL BICYCLES

Yellowstone Valley Mills CONNECTION

IN OUR NEW STORE
THE FINEST IN E•STERNuMO'NTrNH.

PAUJi MceCORMYllIC GO.
Wholesale and Retail G~roers

and Dealers in General JMerchandise.
Come and See Us in the New Wardwell Block,

Opposite Depot.
*iCrystal Springs Hard Coal Constantly on Hand0ll

-
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,: Billings and surrounding country
<• that we are headquarters for 4
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