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As local tran sp o rta tio n  fac ilitie s  reach  these va­
rious undeveloped fields, as th e  im m ense tra c ts  of 
land are  irrig a ted  th rough  governm ent aid, is it too 
m uch to pred ic t for B illings, th e  n a tu ra l com m ercial 
cen ter of th is  vast region, a  fu tu re  population  of 
50,000 souls? M any cities have grow n la rg e r w ith  
m uch few er possibilities.

A lready we have fourteen daily  passenger tra in s . 
T he B illings fre ig h t yard s of th e  N o rth ern  Pacific

and B urling ton  ra ilro ad s have the  la rgest trackage 
of any c ity  between St. Pau l and P ortland .

T here a re  b ranch lines to Red Lodge, to B ridger 
and to Cody, W yoming.

The B illings-G reat F a lls  b ranch  of the  B urling ­
ton rou te  has made final survey, and the  prospects 
for an extension of th e  B ridger b ranch  of th e  N orth ­
ern  Pacific ra ilw ay  to th e  Bear C reek coal fields and 
to the Cooke City m in ing  d is tric t a re  good.
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The w holesale business th a t  has grow n up in 
B illings w as an  inev itab le  re su lt of these  conditions. 
A lready one jobbing house pays about $50,000 in an ­
nual fre igh ts, w hile th e  o thers a re  han d lin g  goods in 
a lm ost equal am ounts. The sam e g rea t a rea  of con­
sum ers th a t has developed th e  w holesale trade  of 
B illings m akes th e  re ta il trad e  conditions equally 
effective, so th a t  all classes of products, in  increas­
ing  quan tities, a re  constan tly  passing  from  producer 
o r m e rch an t to consum er.

C orrespondingly  the  B illings m a rk e ts  are  open 
to  th e  p roducts of these ne ighboring  en terp rises.

N early 15,000,000 pounds of wool pass th rough  th e  im ­
m ense w arehouses of th e  two ra ilro ad s every year, 
m aking th is  city the  g rea te s t p rim ary  wool m a rk e t in 
the  world. Six thousand  head of ho rses w ere shipped 
from  here  du ring  th e  year 1904. C attle and sheep 
m arketed  here and a t Y ellowstone county po in ts last 
year aggregate  several hundred  thousand  head.

The la rge  stock y a rd s  of th e  N orthern  Pacific 
and B urling ton  are  often  crowded to th e ir  fu ll ca­
pacity by these heavy shipm ents, and no t in fre ­
quently  a re  they unable to fu rn ish  sufficient accom ­
m odations for all.

P O S T O F F I C E  S T A T I S T I C S .

T he postoffice a t B illings ran k s  h ig h e r in im ­
portance am ong the  postoffices in the  s ta te  th an  the 
popula tion  of th e  city  and th e  class of th e  office in ­
d icate. I t  is th e  headquarte rs  of eleven postal c lerks 
who a re  paid out of the  revenues of th e  office. It 
is th e  d is tr ib u tin g  office for tw en ty  fourth -class of­
fices located on s ta r  routes, and is th e  h eadquarte rs  
of one of the  best equipped and best m ain ta ined  ru ra l 
rou tes in  th e  service. T h is rou te  is tw enty-six  m iles 
long and delivers m ail daily  to over 600 p a trons liv ­
ing  on fa rm s in  the  Y ellowstone valley. Because it  
is located a t  an  im p o rtan t ju n c tio n  po in t and the 
te rm in a l of several postal rou tes the  B illings office 
hand les over 30,000 tr a n s i t  reg is te rs  annually . B utte, 
an  office in th e  first class and w ith  a splendid equip­
m ent, is  th e  only office in  th e  s ta te  h and ling  m ore 
t r a n s i t  reg is te rs  th a n  B illings.

The follow ing will ind icate  th e  am oun t of busi­
ness tran sac ted  in th e  postoffice a t  B illings du ring  
the  year ending D ecem ber 31, 1904:

Postal r e c e i p t s ......................................................$ 15,183.65
D om estic m oney o rders is su ed ........................ 88,696.03
Foreign m oney o rders is su e d .......................... 8,070.52
Fees on m oney o rd e rs .........................................  703.52
D om estic money o rders  p a id ............................  »6,966.58
Foreign  m oney o rders p a id ..............................  477.60

T otal volum e of m oney o rder b u s in e ss .$154,914.22

A rtic les received a t w indow  for r e g is t r a t io n . . .  4,449 

R egistered  artic les received for local d is tr ib u ­
tion  ...............................................................................  4,860

Special delivery  le tte rs  d isp a tc h e d ......................  325
Special delivery  le tte rs  received fo r local de­

livery  .........................................................................  536


