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Dnotber Pure Food Discussion

Fortunate Circumstance

Since the agitation of the pure food question,
thie public has been educated to the methods of
those who prepare much of the foodstuffs of the
nution. While it is required that the bottle or
can containing any article of food shall be em-
blazoned with information as to the contents, the
law does not require the method of preparation
shall be made known. 1In a general way, for
example, it is common knowledge that eonditions
are better than they used to be. Tn this day of
slose prices and leen competition, men not only
adopt labor-saving methods but, if we are to be-
liove the statements of some, absolutely cut ont
the labor by leaving the work to chemical agents.

An article has just come to light bearing on the
wethods of some canneries, in which it is alleged
that, in instances at least, peaches ave first stewed
in lye and then canned—the eaustic soda bath
lnsinig for the purpose of removing vhe skins, and
hence saving the cost of peeling them.

We reprint Lhe statement withoot connment, for
what it 15 wortl:

“The pure food agitation which ha< been prin-
cipally over the question of benzoute of soda has
aow taken a pew turn and renewed interest will
doubtless be arvoused over this question.

“It is said that in most of the canneries of the
country peaches are stewed in red-hot caustie soda
to eal away the skins and thereby save the cost
of lenife-peeling, the difference in cost amounting
to a cent and a half or two cents per can.

“In the process of this lye stewing almost all
the flaver of the peach disappears and doubtless a
little caunstic sodw is left on each piece of fruit
45 a memente of its trip through the cannery.

“Caustic soda strong enough to eat away the
sicin of an unripe peach must be anything but
soothing to the inner man or child. The full sig-
nificance of this 15 best understood in connection
with the fact that caustic soda is used in making
many kinds of =oup: in fact, it is the dirt-eating
part of soap.

“1¢ s said that the great majority of the can-
aeries use the lye provess in place of the kuife
peeling method.  Attempts have been made for
some time to get the department of agriculture to
male a ruling on this question which would com-
pel the canners who use this methed to say so on
che labels of their goods. It looks now as if the
question will be passed up Lo congress for a speeific
law eovering this phasze of the pure food agitation.

“The use of canstic soda 15 impossible with vipe
fruit beeause it discolors a rvipe peach so that 1t
will ot pass wuster with the users of high-grade
canned fruits,  In consequence this process is pos-
sible only with unripe froit. and green fruit s
purposely gatheved for canning.

“Owing to the absence of any marks on the
cung o indieate the nse of caustic soda, the only
way the costomer ean tell if he has purchased o
Iye-process can of froit is by taste. Open a cian
of peaches, wash away the syrup from a piece of
the fruil,  Then taste it. If it is void of flavor,
wondy and pulpy, and has a soapy appearance, it
is undoubtedly the lye-peeled variety.”
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Let’s Forget ’Em

Zeleya insists that he is still president of Nica-
ragua and that Le only provisionally turned over
the government of his country to Judge Madriz.
It. will be remembered that one Castro thought
some such a dhing and after he had waited wntil
hes thought the clouds had rolled by attempted to
return to the scene of his iriumphs only to run up
aguinst the restraining will of the powers.

Senor Zelaya will probably be all right so long
as he lives the life of a wealthy but retired gentle-
man in Mexico, but the chances are that if he

attempts to start something he will receive a bump- |

ing that will make the experienee of Castro appear
as mild as swinging in a hammock at a Sunday
achool pienie.

With Zelaya safely out of the country and with
Madriz showing a disposition to come to termns
with the Estrada faction, it would look as though
the Nicaraguan should now be dropped by the
press and public and e should be allowed to join,

astro and Dr. Cook in the limbo of the forgotien.
WO o oW

While there might have been some sort of satis-
faction had Zelaya, vecent dietator of Nicaragua,
fallen into the hands of the soldiers of Estrada it
is, after all, a fortunate thing that the seamen of
the United States were not called upon to make
zood the bluff of Secretary Knox, to seize and hold
to an accountability for the death of Cannon and
Girove the former president of the Central Amer-
iean republie,

It is probable that a decidedly good edeet was
had upon the people of Nicaragua through the
foreible message sent by the seeretary of state to
the Niearagnan charge d’affaives, and doubiless
this was as far as Secretary Knox ever expected
the matter to go, but one cannot but wonder what
would have happened if things had so shaped
themeelves that it was necessary to malke good, and
Zelaya had been eaptured by an American force
either upon Nicaraguan soil or upon the high seas.

There is no question of the fact that the position
of this government. as defined by the state depart-
ment, was entirelv untenable. There is not a
nation on earth that would tamely snbmit to an
attempt to put info foree a doctrine that one gov-
ernment could individoally hold responsible for
his ofticial acts the ruler of another. To admit of
such a thing would mean that independence had
been rendered an impossibilicy.

Had Zelaya been a private citizen of Nicavagua,
and had he committed a crime in Nicaragua for
which he might have been called to nceount. or
having been arrested had been exonerated, how
monstrous would be the doctrine that some other
nation might seize his person and try him! Suop-
pose, for instance, that John Smith =hould he
attacked by a Mexican in Billings. and that in the
melee Smith should kill the man frem the south.
Now, suppose that Smith should attempt to go
to Hawaii and the Mexiean government should
station a gunboat off our coast and should seize
the Billings man and should try him for a kill-
ing which oceurred in the United States, How
long would it be before an American fleet would
be thundering at the ports of Mexico?

It was doubtless a splendid bluff that Secvetary
Knox worked upon Zelaya, for undoubtedly it had
not a little to do with the resignation of that
gentleman, but for all that it was Tortunate that
the Central Amerienn got *“cold feet” and failed

! to eall the bluff.

Prevention, not Palliation

While the movement inaugurated by the Red
Cross, amd backed by the miners’ organization
and the state of Illinois for the alleviation of the

| distress incident to the horrible disaster at Cherry
| Is most meritorious and worthy of every encouy-

agement, still sight should not be lost of the fact
that in the usual rin of such incidents these dis-
asters conld have been avoided and the need for
relief measures could have been guavded against.

It is o notoricus fact that the loss of life in
Ameriean coal mines is infinitely greater than is
the ease in Europe. The percentage of accidents
in the collieries of the old world has been greatly

! lessened us years have gone by, while in this coun-
| - . C
try the opposite is the case,

Stutes have enacted
legislation looking toward the safeguarding of life
and limb nnderground, but experience has shown

| that this legislation is totally inadequate.

There is not a shadow of a doubt that had there
been u well-equipped bureau of mines under the
control of the federal government in operation at
the time, the Cherey horror could not have oc-
curred.  The power of the federal government
ciployed to find out how the visks of life and
limb incident to employment underground could
be minimized would have found out how to avert
such a horror, while the power of a governmental
bureau, backed up by adequate logislation and a
sufficiency of funds, could have seen that the pro-

| tective measures were put into effect,

The efforts being made in the present congress
for the creation of a bureau of mines should e
crowned with success. It does not matter whether
such a bureau is attached to the department
of commerce and labor or the department of the
interior, just so the bureau is ereated and it i«

adequately supported by legislation which will for-
ever render uunecessary appeals to the public to

The “Never Again™ club will meet January 1. succor the widows and orphans of men who o
. 1
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i down into the |

wowels of the earth there to dic

amidst fire, smoke and deadly gases.

t stopped—roads,

ReprimandsRoad
For Not Paying
Twenty Cents

ASHINGTON, D. C, Dec. 29—In

a decision by the interstate com-

merece commission handed down
today Involving a claim of 20 per cent
In an overcharge on freight made
against the Aberdeen & Ashboro rail-
way company and other lines, rall-
roads generally are geverely repri-
manded for their delay in adjusting
claims where thers has been a pal-
pable overcharge.

The railway had admitted the over-
charge but did not settle with the
shipper until the latter had exhausted
ordinary inethods of collection and
fnally had flled a formal complaint
with the commission.

If carriers persist in this delay, the
commiasion intimates it may be under
the necessity of calling the attention
of congress to the matter,

Commissloner Harlan, in writing
the report of the commission, says:

“From shippers in all parts of the
eountry and from local traffie asao-
ciations which are making earnest
attempta to secure settlements from
the ecarriers, many complaints have
been received in the last year from
the inattention of earriers to plain
overcharge claims and of their delay
in adjusting them. And a survey of
the eomplaints has led ng to the con-
clusion that this practice, or rather
lack of practice, among carriers is
open to severe criticism.

“A gubatantial portion of the time!

and labor of this commlssion is given
to secure through informal corre-
spondence the settlement of claims of
this charaeter, and it is a burden from
which we ought to be relieved by ear-

riers. On the other hand, from the
shippers’ point of wview, nothing in
connection with transportation Is

more vexing and irritating than the
labor and delay Incldent to the fol-
lowing up of an overcharge claim and
securing its repayment.”

The commission expresses the opin-
fon that an ordinary claim of this
character should be adjusted and paid
hy the carriers within 30 days and
in specia]l™®ewes that no more than
60 days shounld be required for settle-
ment and adda that it “will expect
the ¢ordial eooperation of all earriers
in our request that the elaims depart-
ment be 8o orzanized as to give
prompt results.”

In ancther cage, declded today, orig-
inating in Chicago, the complainant
had dled before his elalms had been
adjusted and the commission ordered
the Chieago-Great Western railroad
to pay the amount of his elaim to his
ratate,
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Graft a Part of Cost
Of all Public
Works

ROY, N. Y., Dee. 28—"The age of

patriotism has vielded to the age

of commercialism. Uppermost in
the human mind today is not the stars
and stripes, but the dollar mark”

Such was the declaration of Su-
preme Court Justice Wesley 0, How-
ard in an opinion handed down today
reducing the compensation of mem-
hers of a commission appointed to
appraise damages to property result-
ing from the econstruction of the
Ashokan reservoir in Ulster county,
which is to furnish & water supply
for New York eity.

“While the commission [urnishes
the avenue for the reckless escape of
meany dollars, there are other chan-
nels of leakage and waste fully as
appailing,” sald Justice Howard.

i
“It iz generally to he regrected that

no publie enterprise can be projected
and consummated without this appall-
inz loss ealled ‘graft.!! Graft is nn-
recessi wastefulness that charae-
terizges the construction of every pub-
lie venture. At least 40 per cent
appropriated for publie purposes s
lost in gzraft. All things could be
possible it the frightful leak could be
canals, libraries,
asyluma and hospitals,

“Graft {8 as much of an element to
he reckoned with in computing the
eost of a publie structure as is cement
o lumber. It has come to be a mat-
wer of eourse—this rakeoff-—at leaat
recognized Ly all who make estimates
of cost in snch easces, A public atruc-
ture Lbuilt honestly would be a freak.”

Fhriat

Planning Message o
Interstate Commerce
And Corporations

ASHINGTON, Dec. 28 —Fresident
Taft discussed with members of
his eabinet today the final de-

tails of the special message he will
send to congress next week dealing
with propozed amendments to the in-
terstate commerce and Sherman anti-
trust laws. Mr. Taft began work on
the document today.

At one time it was thought the
president might in this, the first of his
series of speclal messuges to congress,
deal only with the interstate com-
merce act, leaving his proposed dis-
cussion of the anti-trust law to some
future date. He has decided, however,
that as the two subjects are so clogely
related, he will adhere to his original
intention of making his recommenda-
tions for changes in the two acts in
ong communication,

In this message he will also sub-
mit his recommendations for the fed-
eral licenging of corporations, The
proposed license will be a voluntary
one, to be taken advantags of by such
corporiations as decree to place them-
gelves under federal jurisdietion.

ANAGUA, Dec. 20.—The Nicaragua
congress met in extraordinary
session today and appointed a

commissioner to consider the message
of Minister General Baca, who has
asked the government to grant him
power to exact war contributions at
his own discretion.

President Madriz appointed an in-
vestigating committes of five, which is
charged with the responsibility of ex-
amining the accounts of the Zelaya
administration. The finance minister
is made chairman of the committes,
whose duties include working out a
new system of finance, revision of va-
rious conecessions of the government
and determination of the legality of
the recent aet of the president in re-
voking grants of aleohol, tobacco and
other monopolies.

The governments of Honduras and
Costa Rica today made formal ac-
knowledgement of the presidency of
Madriz, expressing confidence in the
stability of his administration and re-
newed the protestations of friendship
for the republic of Niearagua.

Zelaya, who since his arrival in
Mexieo has announced himself as the
| head of the Nicaraguan government, is
|techinleally coirrect. He surrendered
his otfice for the rest of his term, but
was permitted to retain the title of
president that ha might enjoy the im-
munity that the office provides, When
this arrangement was made Zelava
had in mind rumors that the United
State government would hold him in-
dividually responsible for the deaths
of the Americans—Groee and Cannon.

Thers was a lively debate in con-
gress befere the commission to con-
jsidcl' the message of Minister General
Daca was appoinied. Deputy Gomesz,
|2 notorious Zelayist, was hooted in a
1 Speech in which he opposed authoriza-
Ition of further war taxes. Deputy
Matus, replying, declared that on oe-
| cagions of iwo previous forced loans
certain intimates of Zelaya had not
been assessed, and he suggested that
| they should now be made to pay their
| proportion of the expenses of the war.
| This covert reference to an earlier
spealker was made with shouts of ap-

!orv “Gomez did not pay; we can soak
 him now for a million!"

Congress promoted Generals To-
ledo, Castrlllo and Calos Allegria to
(the rank of generals of divisions.
| Minister General Baca has invited
{ Rear Admiral Kimball to land the
| United States marines on an island
| in Corinto harbor, where the men will
| have an opportunity to exerclse and
L where sanitary arrangements  will
L meet reguirements,
| The father of Joaquin Passos, Ze-
! laya's brother-in-law, who was ar-
rested and iz now in prison on a

proval and enouraged n member to:

FRIDAY MORNING, DECEMBER, 31, 1909

has made representations to the revoe-
lutionary army in Nicaragua with the
establishment of peace as the osten-
sible object in view, General Bstrada
has declined to suspend hostilities and
is determined to push his army on to-
ward Managna.

A cable dispatch from Estrada, dated
Bluefields, Dec. 29, received tonight by
! Dr. Castrillo, representative of the
provisional government in Nicaragua,
indicales the attitude of the revolu-
tionists toward the proposition made
by the new president. Its text fol-
lows:

“Madriz has asked me to suspend
hostilities, but our military operations
cannot he suspended hecause we
know Madriz 1s making conscriptions
of troops from the interior and is fo-
menting a division between the eastern
|-and weatern gections of the republic,

“You know that this procedure can
omly result in more hloodshed and the
foundation of anarchy in our father-
land.

(Signed) YESTRADA

| Madriz Not Recognized.

| WASHINGTON, Dec. 20.—As the
I state department has had muoch diffi-
(enlty in obtaining from Vice Consul
| Caldera at Managua details of recent
|

CHAMP CLARK 1S
MUCH TROUBLED

Deelares That Present High Prices
Are  Now Here to
Hiay.

Madriz Government Asks Power to
Exact War Funds From the People
Will Also Invesligate Accounts of Zelaya Administra

tion---Estrada Declares That Madriz Is Play-
ing the Revolutionary Faction False

§

important developments in the Nica-
raguan capital, it has been decided
to send Consul ‘Olivaréz, now on leave
in Washington, to Managua, to take
charge of the consulate there.

The department is inclined to at-
tribute Mr, Caldera's unsatisfactory
messages to the fact he is over-eco-
nomical in spending money for cable-
grams, the toll on whieh is 25 cents
a'word. A dispatch was received from
Managuga today that it was currently
reponted thers that before he left
Managua, Zelaya distributed 10,000
rifles among his followers, Military
activity at Managua and on the west
coast, it is said, continues.

Another message says that Madriz
has lssued an order creating a tri-
bunal to investigatp the alleged frauds
of the Zelaya administration.

Commenting today upon the fact
that Admiral Kimball had visited Ma-
driz at Managua in full uniform and
accompanied by his alde, Assistant
Secretary Wilson =ald the wvigit was
entirely without the knowledge of the
state department and could not have
any signifieance. Stories that this
vigit might he regarded as a prelim-
inary step to the recognition of Ma-
driz as president of Managua, are
declared groundless.

WOMAN MURDERED
BY NEGRO THIEF

Head Beaten to Pulp and Body was
Thrown Into the Platte
River.

DRIFT TOWARD CITIES

At Present Kate @ Twenty Years!
Unfited States Will Cease To Bel
Importing Natlon—Sixty Per [.'enl!

| of Populution in the Towns.

i

WASHINGTON, Dec. 25.—"The |
present high priees for farm products |
have eome to stay; the rural popula-
tion Is playing out; the present cen-
3us if il elasses the unincorporated
villages as towns will show between |
60 and 65 per cent of the populatlon!
as living in towns,” declured Repre-|
| sentative Champ Clark of Missouri, |
minority leader in the house, today,

“At the present rate, in 20 years the
United States will cease to he an tm- |
porting nation for azrieultural m'od-l
ners, excepl as to cottan,

“One of the principal eans

of the

WAS SEEKING POLICE

Plucky Woman Drove O Marnwder
and, Seeking Proteetion, Met Depth
—Negro Returns and Robs Wouse—
Lynehing Probable If Caunght.

DENVER, Colo., Dec, 28.—The body
of Mrs. Belle Rupp, the wife of a rail-
road employe, was found this morning
in tha Platte river. Her head had been
smaghed in by blows from a heavy
piece of slag, wielded, it Is believed,
by a negro who last night attempted
to force his way into her house. The
entire police foroe of the clty 18 look-
ing for the negro and threats of lynch-
ing are being made.

1ast mgnt, while ner nusband was
absgent, a nigrn tried to fores his way
into the house, She fired through the

| door twice at him and he ran away.

jcharge of misappropriation of publle | high pelces of farm products is the
| Funds, has made inquiries as to terms | worg movement of people toward the
(on which his son would be liberated, | towns and elties. While a few people
{to which the anthorities have replied ||y towns and cities have gardens an
that it would be necessary to Iurnish | cuige chickens, and oeeaslonally pios
bail in cagh to the amount of $1.000- . R

LM in gold. I population are non-produeers of any

thing to eat, but are consumers onl

| practically the entire town and city |

Operations to Continue.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 —Doubting
the sineerity of President Madriz, who

BIDDING FOR THE
NEW MONTANA CLIP

| Demand for Al Classes of Wool Con-

| tinmes Unusually Brisk On the
Roston Market.
BOSTON, Mass, Dec. 28.—The de-

mand for all elasses of wool on the
local market continues unusually brisk
for this season of the year. Inquiry
iruns through all grades and comes
from hoth clothing and combing cus-
tomers.  Quarterblood fleeces are in
particular demand, both eastern and
| territory. Values hold steady in spite
‘of the short supply. Bidding for the
|new ¢lip iz in full swing In the West,
I?s:]f’(‘ia]]y in Utah, Wyoming and
teastern Montana. Scoured values:
Texas—Fine, 12 months,
| fine, 6 to 8 months, 68 T0c;
i 60e; fall, free, H06@52c.
| California—Northern, 685070¢; mid-
dle country, B3f65c; fall,
s2e;
| Oregon—Eastern Noo 1, staple, 75d
T8e: eastern clothing, 70@72c; valley,

fine Ffall,

No. 1, AT6@58¢, ;
Territory — Fine, staple, T7@080c;
fine, medium staple, 70@72¢; fine

ing, G6@68c; half blood, 35@T6e;
three-elghths blood, 68/ T0c, quarter
blocd, 676 68c,

Pulled—Extra, 726 75¢; fine A, 686
T0e; A supers, 606
e
RAILROAD CHANGES NAME.

(8peecial to The Gazette.)

MILES CITY, Dec. 28.—At a meet-
ing of the stockholders of the Mon-
tana, Wyoming & BSouthern rallway,
the projected line along Tonguse river
| between Miles City and Sheridan, held
| recently, It was voted to change the
name to the Yellowstone, Montana &
Wyoming line. The first name has
| been adopted by a small line running
from Wyoming into Carbon ecounty in

this state. The directora of the
Tongue river line are H. H. Walsh,
1. M. Holbrook, John 8. Field, s,

 Hobinson and Maleolm Moncreiffe, all
tof Sheridan. Wyo., except Mr. Fields,
who Is a Chicago man.

T3@76e; |

free, HOG '

clothing, 104 72e; fine, medium eloth- |

“Last year, for the firat time, Arge
tine heat ud in exporting corn
Argentine and Brazil are now fizhting |
o tuke the frozen meat trade from |
s

Atk |

e i
COMMISSIONER STITH DEAD. |
(8pecial to The Gazette.) |
MILES CITY, Dee 27 —Commis-|
sloner J. W, Stith of this connty and|
4 prominent merchant of Terry, dled
at the hospital here this afternoon
from a relapse succeeding ‘an apera-
tion for paralysis of the intestines, |

Telling her children she was going to
summon the police, Mrs. Rupp left
the house and was not seen again
cuntil her mutilated body was found in
the river, T

According to the children, the negro
ireturned some time after Mrs, Rupp
{left and took §12 and everything else
of value he counld find in the house.
it is believed this was done afier he

ihad siain the mother.

R e A L S
KILLED BY EXPLOSION.

CENTRALIA, 111, Dec. 28.—Four
shot firers were killed in a dust ex-
plosion cauged by a "windy" shot in
mine No. 5, two miles south of here
today. The explosion happened 200
feat from the cage landing at the 700-
foot level,

The track was torn away and the
warkings ‘hadly damaged.

BILL

right price
Things are moving

fore.
very soon and you

or a farm. We are

Opposite Court House
|

COMETO

E HAVE a bargain for vou at the
the past ten days than in six months he-
This means an advance in values

lay. Let us sell you some town lots
acre tracts, a home, business building

real estate for everybody all the time,

adding value to your property and would
like to have your business.

NORT“ REAL ESTATE
INVESTMENT

INGS

and on easy terms.
again, more sales in

cannot afford to de-

tuying and selling

Come in.

COMPANY

Billings, Montana




