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THE AFFAIR AT COULTER'S NOTCH.

BY AMBROSE BIERCE,

“Do you think, Colonel, that your brave
Coulter would like to put one of his guns
in hete T the General asked.

fle was apparently not altogether
serious; it certainly did not seem a place
where any artillerist,however brave,would
“like” to put & gun. The Colonel thought
that possibly his division commander
meant good humoredly to intimate that
Captain Coulter's courage had been too
highly extolled in a recemnt conversation
between them

“General,” he replied, warmly, “*Coulter
would like to put & gun anywhere within
reach of those people'-with a motion of
his hand in the direction of the enemy.

“ah!h'oulyl.)w' * said the General.

serious, then!

n‘.l‘h - 2 i noteh
" was a on, a N
in the erost of m'h was 0 o
and hll]tun.tm;n kl(“.'it'h.
m i.m n COolIrse
by a sinuous ascent through a thin wt,
ran t away toward the enemy. For
& mile to the left and & mile to the right

the though occupimd by a line of
infantry lving close behind the sharp
crost and appearing as if held in place by
atmospheric pressure, was inaccessible o
artillery. There was no @ but the
bottom of the noteh, and that was barely
wide enough for the romdbed. From the
Confederate side this point was com-
manded hy an entire battery posted on a
slightly lower elevation beyond a creck
and a mile away. All the ns but one
were masked by the trees of an orchard
that one—it seemed a bit of impudence- -
was directly in front of a rather grandiose
build-llr. the planter's dwelling. The gun
e e enough in its exposure: the rifles
of that day would not carry a mile with-
out such an elevation as made the fire, in
a mili wense, harmless: it might il.lll

there but could not dislodge.
Coulter's Notch—it came to be called so—
was not, that pleasant summerafternoon,
'y pl.u"us where one would *like to put a

Three or four dead horses lay there
sprawling in the road, three or four dead
men in a trim row at one side of it and a
little bhack down the hill. All but one
were cavalrymen belonging to the Federal
advance. One was a quartermaster: the
General commanding the division and the
Colonel commanding the brigande, with
their staflfs and escorts, had ridden into
the Noteh to have a look at the encmy's

ns—which had straightw obscured

ves in towering clouds of smoke.
It was hardly profitable to be curious
about guns which had the trick of the
cuttlefish, and the season of observation
was brief. At its cenclusion—a short
remove backward from where it began
occurred the conversation already partly
I'Upi‘lrtnd. It is the onl D|llll‘l'l.“ the Gen-
mm.ﬂ‘i“‘“"‘- thoughtfully, *‘to get ot

The Colonel looked at him gravely.
“There is room for but one gun,General
against six.”

“*1'hat is true—for only one at o time,"
said the Commander with something like,
yet not altogether like o smile. *But
then, your brave Coulter! -a whole bat-

in himself.”
tone of irony was now unmistakable.
It angered the Colonel, but he did not
know what to say. The spirit of military
subordination is not favorable to retort,
nor evon deprecation. At this moment a
young offilcer of artillery came riding
slowly up the road attended by his bugler.
It was Captain Coulter. He could not
have been more than twenty-three years of
. He was of mcdinm height, but very
slendoer and lithe, sitting his horse with
something of the air of a civilian, In fuce
he was of o type singularly unlike the
men about hum; thin, high-nosed, gray-
eyed,with a slight blonde moustache, and
long., rather strageling hair of the same
or. » was an apparent negligence
in s attire. His cap was worn with the
visor a trifle askew ; his coat was buttoned
only at the asword belt, showing o consid-
erable expanse of white shirt, tolerably
clean for that stage of the campaign.
But the negligence was all in his dress
and bearing: in his face was a look of in-
tense imerest in his surroundings. His
gray eyes, which seemed occasionally to
strike right and left across the landscape,
like search-lights, were for the most part
fixed upon the sky beyond the Noteh;
until he should arrive at the summit of
the road there was nothing else in that
direction to ses.  As he came opposite his
division and brigade commanders at the
roadside he saluted mechanically and
was about to pass on. Moved by a sud-
den impulse the Colonel signed to him to
halt.
“Captain Coulter,” he said, “the enemy
has o battery of six pieces over there on
the next ridge. If 1 rightly understand
the General he direets that you bring up o
gun and engage them."”

There was a blank silence ; the General
looked stolidly at a distant regiment
swarming slowly up the hill through

1 unde swih, like a torn and drag-
gled cloud of blue sinake ; the Captain ap-
peared not to have observed him. Pres-
ently he spoke, slowly and with apparent

“()r; the next ridge did you say, sir?
Are the guns near the honse ?
“An, yvou have been over this road be-
re. l)ilnivcl.b' at the house.” . *
And it is—necessary — to engage them ?
The order is imperative 7

]

His voice was husky and broken. He
was visibly paler. he Colonel was
aston and mortifled. He stole a

In that im-
mobile face was no sign ; it was as hard
as bronge. A moment later he rode
silently away, followed by his stafl and
escort. The i:olmwl. humiliated and in-
dignant, was about to order Captain Coul-
ter in armrest, when the latter spoke a few
in a low tone to his gubler, saluted
and rode straight forward into the Noteh,
where, shortly, at the summit of the road
his fleld glass at his eyes, he showed
against the sky, he and his horse, shar ply
fined and motionless as an equestrian
. The bugler had dashed down the
in ntl;o ite direction ?l headlong
8 ppeared around o corner.
his was heard singing in
the eedars, and in an incredibly short time

* with its caisson, each drawn
by 1"-:'}- and manned its

1

tain I.t.oul"llef'- gun blew its challengi
cloud six answering clouds rolled upwar

among the l.rae-mnpirmt tlu:ﬂ ll’ltli
tion house, a deep mu e re roares
back like a broken echo, and t?‘wlmfnﬂh

1 cannoniers fought
hopeless battle in an atimmosphere of
living iron whose thoughts were lightnings
whose were deati.
willi to see the efforts which he
not aid and the slaugnter which he
I not stay, the colonel had ascended
ridge at a point a quarter of a mile to
the left, whenee the noteh, itself invisible
but pushing up successive masses of
smoke, scemed the ecarter of a voleano in
thundering eruption. With s glass he
watched enemy's guns., noting _as he
could the effects of Conlter's tflre —if Coul-
ter still lived to direet it. He saw that the
federal gunners, Iﬂunring the enemy’s
pieces, whose position could be deter-
mined by their smoke only, gave their
whole attention to the one wlich main-
tained its place in the open—the lawn in
front of the house, with which it was ae-
curately in line. Owver aml about that
piece the shells exploded at inter-
vals of a few seconds. Some exploded in
tle se, as conld be seen by thin ascen-
sions of smoke from the breached roof.
Figurea of prostrate men and horses were
plainly visable.

“If our fellows are doing such good
work with a single gun,” said the general
to an aide who m|;rvluul to be nearest,
“they must be suffering like the devil
from six. Go down and present the com-
mander of that picee with iny congratula-
tions on the aceuracy of his fire.”

Turning to the adjutant general he
maid: *“1hd you ohserve Coulter's damned
reluctance to ol ey orders T

*Yeou, sir, 1 did,”

“Well, say nothing about it, please, 1
don't think the general will eare to make
any accusations. He will probably have
enough to do in explaining his own con-
nection with this uncommon way of
nmunins the rear guard of a retreating
eneimny.

“Colonel,” said the adjutant general, **1
don’t know that I ought to say nnrlllinr.
but there is something wrong in all this.
Do you hbappen to know that Captain
Coulter is from the south ™

“No, was he, indeed ?™

“1 heard last summer that the division
which the general then commanded was
in the vicinity of Coulter's home--camped
there for weeks and——"

“Listen !” said the colonel, interrapting
::lt:lr ,an upward gesture, “Do you hear

o

“That"” was the silence of the federal
. The stafl, the orderlies, the lines of
nfantry behind the erest—all had *heard™

and were looking curiously in the direction
of the crater, whenee no smoke now ns-
cended, except desultory cloudlets from
the enemy’s shells. Then came the blare
of a n I{u. a faint rattle of wheels: n
minute “lnk-r the sharp reports recom-
menced with double activity. The demol-
ished gun had been replaced with a sound
one,

“Yes," said the adjutant-general, re-
summing his narrative, *“the general made
the acquaintance of Coulter's family.
There was trouble—1 don't know the
exact nature of it —something about Coul-
ter's wife., She is o red hot secessionist,
as they all are, except Coulter himself,
bt she is a good wife and high bred lady.
There was a complaint to army head-
quarters.  The general was transferred to
this division. It is odd that Coulter's bat-
:('r{‘ D:!ll'llllll afterward have been assigned
o it.

The colonel had risen from the rock
upon which they had been sitting. His
eyes were blazing with a generous indig-
nation.

s See here, Morrison,” said he, looking
his gossiping stail oflicer straight in the
fuce, *did you got that story from a gen-
tleman or a liar?"

*1 don’t want to say how 1 got it, col-
onel, unless it is necessary’ —he was
blushing a trifle—*but I'll stake my life
upon its teath in the main,”

The colonel turned towarnd a small knot
of officers some distance away:  ** Licu-
tenant Williams ! ™ he shoutedd.

One of the oflicers detached Inmself
fromm the group, amnd coming forward,
saluted, saying: * Pardon me, Colonel, |1
thought you had been informed. Willinms
is dead down there by the gun. What
can | do, =ir?*

Lieatenant Williams was the aid who
hadd had the pleasure of conveying to the
officer in charge of the gun his brigade
commander's congratulations.,

“Go said the colonel; ** and direet the
withdrawal of the gun instantly. Hold!
1I'll go myself.”

He strode down the declivity toward the
rear of the Noteh at a break-neck pace,
over rocks amnd through brambles, fol-
lowed by his little retinue in tumualtuons
disorder. At the foot of the declivity they
mounted their waiting animals amnd took
to the road at a lively trot around a bend
and into the Noteh, The spectacle which
they encountered there was appalling.

Within that detile, barely broad enough
for o single gun, were piled the wreeks of
no fewer than four -they had noted the
silencing of only the last one disabled.
The debrsis lay on both sides of the road;
the men had lllull:lfl‘ll to keep an open
way between, throngh which the the tifih
piece was ncw firing. The men ? —they
Jooked like demons of the Pit!  All were
hatless, all stripped to the waist, their
recking skins black with blotehes of pow-
der and spattered with gouts of blood.
They worked like madmen, with rammer
and cartridge, leverand lanyard. They ses
their swollen shoulders and bleedin
hands against the wheels at eoach recol
and heaved the heavy gun back to its
place. There were no coammands ; in that
awful environment of whooping shot, ex-

Mloding shells and shrieking fragments of
ron and Hlying splinters :5 wood, none
could have been heard. Oflicers, if offi-
cers there were, were indistinguishable
all worked together—each while he lasted
—governed by the eye. When the in
was sponged it was loaded, when loaded
niuuu‘ and fired. There was no clashing:
the duty of the instant was obvious,
When one fell another, looking a tritle
cleaner, seemed to rise from the earth in
the dead man's tracks to fall in his
turn.

With the ruined guns lay the ruined
men —alongside the wreckage, under it
and atop of it; and back down the road—
o fhnnlly procession ! —crept on  hands
and knees such of the wounded as were
able to move. The colonel
passionately sent his cavaleade to the
right about--had to ride over those who
were entirely dead in order not to erush
those who were partly alive. Into that
hell he tranqguilly ht'lirl
alongside the gun, and in the obscurity
of the last discharge tapped upon the
cheek the man holding the rammer—who
straightway fell, thinking himself killed.

===

he had com-

A filend seven times uned sprang out
of the smwoke to take his place, but paused

iis way, rade up |

" procession of
longer streamed into that deflle of death
- also l.:'ad ceanod :

firing. His
army been for hours and the
held his mnl‘:i‘on - lﬂ.'lﬁhllop.
t:ullenrotlul? fire, at that strange
moment had silenced his own. *I was

i Tt e S L g S
1 colonel, . ng
forward to the crest to see what bhad really

hnrpel e

n hour later his le was in bivouae
on the enemy’s ground and its idlers were
examining, with something of awe, as the
faithful inspeet a saint’s relies, a seore of
straddling dead horses and three disabled

s, all spiked. len men had

wen carricd away; their cerushed and
broken Iuudies would have given too great
satistaction,

Naturally, the colonel established him-
self and his military family in the planta-
tion house. It was somewhat shattered,
but it was better than the open air. The
furniture  was greatly deranged and
broken, The walls and ceilings were
knocked away here and there, and there
was a lingering odor of powder smoke
everywhere, T beds, the slosets of
women's clothing, the cupboards were not
badly damaged. ‘l‘he new tenants for a
night made themselves comfortable, and
the practical efTfacement Coulter's
battery supplied them with an interesting
topic,

uring supper that evening an order
of the mnﬂwslmWQﬂ himself into lll:g
dining-room and asked permission to
speak to the colonel.

“What is it, Barbour 7" aaid that officer,
pleasantly, having overheard the request.

“Colonel, there is something wrong in
the cellar; 1 don*t know what—somebody
there. I was down there prumaging
about.*

“I will go down and see," said a stafl
officer, rising.

“*sSo will 1,” the colonel saidj; *“‘les the
others remain,  Lead on, orderly.”

They took a candle from the table and
descended the eellar stairs, the orderly in
visible trepidition. The candle made but
a feeble light, but presently, as they nd-
vanced, its narrow circle of illumination
revealed a buman fligure seated on the

round against the blank stone wall which
they were skirting, its knees elevated, its
head bowed sharply forward. The face,
which should have been seen in profile,
was invisible, for the man was bent so far
forward that his long hair concealed it;
and, strange to relate, the beard, of a much
darker hue, fell in a great tangled
mass and they lay along the ground at his
feet.  They involuntarily paused; then
the colonel, taking the candle from the
orderly’s shaking hand, approached the
man and attentively considered him. The
long dark rd was the hair of a woman
—dlead. The dead woman elasped in her
arms o dead babe. Both were elasped in

the arms of the man, pre inst his
breast inst his lips. T! was
blood in the hair of the woman; there

wias blood in the hair of the man. A yard
away lay an infant's foot. It was near an
irregular depression in the beaten earth
which formed the cellar's floor—a fresh
exeavation with a convex bit of iron, hav-
ing jagged edges, visible in one of the
sides. ,The colonel held the light as high
as he could. The floor of the room above
was broken through, the splinters point-
ing at all nn‘zlt-u downward. “This case-
ment is not homb-proof,” said the colonel
gravely; it did not oceur to him that his
nuuilm ng up of the case had any levity
on it.

They stood about the group awhile in si-
lence ; the stafl oflicer was tﬂl nking of his
unfinished supper, the orderly of what
might possibly be in one of the casks on
the other side of the cellar. Suddenly the
man whom they had thought dead raised
his head and gased tranquilly into their
faces,. His complexion was coal ack ;
the cheeks were apparently tattooced in
irregular lines from the eyes downward,
The lips, too, were white, like those of
stage ne . here was blood upon his
forehead.

The stafl officer drew back a pace, the
orderly two paces.

“What are you doing here, my man 7"
sgaid the Colonel, unmoved,

“This house iu-luugl to me, sir," was
the reply, civilly delivered.

“Toyou? Whothen are—were these 7"

“My wife and child. Colonel, 1 am
Captain Coulter.*

George Law's Glass of Champagne.

New York letter to Pittsburg Post ! *Give
me a bottle,” said George Law at the re-
splendent Stokes bar.

A bottle meant a quart of champagne,
of course, and the bartender glanced in-
quiringly around sor Law’s companion in
the proposed flzz. But he was alone.
The cork was popped out, and one glass
set forth. Law coolly gripped the bottle,
filled the glass, and then kept on pouring.
The liguid foamed and sparkled over the
brim and on the bar, and thence to the
floor, until the (‘ntiﬂ' quart was ne.,
Then Law drank the single glass of cham-
pagne that he had secured out of a bottle
and dreank it placidly. Perhaps the wine
gained an extra flavor because the two
gills or so cost, through the purchaser's
erratic method, 3.  The witnesses of the
queer episode said not a word that he
could have heard, nor did they stare at
him, and he departed as iml_n-rturlu-llly ey
}Imugh he had merely quatfeed a glass of
LS L]

Warm Spring Livery Stable.

The Finest Turnouts in Anncomda. New and
Handsome

LANDAUS. BUGGIES AND CARRIAGES.

FINE NEW HEARSK.

Our SADDLE HORSES for Ladies and Gents
aro the Finest in the new State,

CHAS. W. FRENCH, Proprietor.
First strect, West of Main, Anaconda, Mont.

THE ARCADE SALOON
The ;‘:::r‘:u:; Tr.:nporter:lmwmoa

Liquors and Cigars
To be found In the oity constantly on hand.

An Elegant Free Lunch

Rerved l\oth_m,r and Night,

GEORGE W. AVERIL
SURGEON DENTIST,

Butte, Montana.

Finest Parlors  and Iuni:nl Demal OMees in
Montana. Does all the latest and best lines in
| maodern dentistry.  Poree ain crowns on roots,
gold caps, gold bridgework, gold and aluminum
plates done in the highest style of the art.  All

Teeth Extracted Absolutely Without
Pain when Desired.

Parlors and Offices over Boyce's Stors.

CHOICE GROCERIES.

HAY, GRAIN

Produce of all Kinds.
FIRST BT. ANACONDA, MONT.

W.C. HEYNES,
LIVERY AND FEED STABLES.

Transieat Stock Carefully Cared for.

First-Class Turnouts and Mod-
erate Charges.

First street, Fast of Maln, Anaconda, Montana,

“J. J. JACOBS,

OF BUTTE,
Has established a branch office in Anaconda of

MONTANA LT)TTERY !

STATE
Where also may be had the Mexican and Louisi-
ana State Lottery Tickets.

Office: Room 1, Pacific Lodging House, Main-st.

Montans Siate Lotte Iraws in Mublic at
Butte, Saturday Dee, 2ist. Secure liekets at
once, A. B, JACORS, Manager.

THE

MONTANA,

Anaconda, Montana.
OPENED JULY 1, 1B89.

One of the hamndsomnest and most elegantly ap-
pointed hotels in the United Stiades.  Thoroughly
fireproof, and provided with elevators, electrie
bells, fire alarms, running water, baths, steam
heat, open fire places amnd all modern conven-
fencies, Rooms en suite and single, Culsine and
service stricily firstclass.  Hates from

$3.50 per Day Upwards.

according to size amd charncter of rooms
vecupisd.

DEL. HARBAUGH, Manager,

MINERS, ATTENTION!

EXTRA !

DRS. LIEBIG & CO.

Permanently located in

BUTTE CITY

At Southeast Corner of Main and Broadway.
Private Entrance at 8 Broadway.

LIEBIG WORLD DISPENSARY
AND INTERNATIONAL

Medical and Surgical Institute.

Kausas City San Francisco, Cal
i Montana.

Dr. Liebig & Co. are regular graduates in med-
feine and surgery and special practitioners au-
thorized by the states of Missouri, California and
MONTANA, totreat all Chronie, Nervous and Pri-
vate diseases, (whether eaused by lnwrmh-m-r.
Excess, or  Contagion), Seminal cakne
(night losses), Sexual Debility, (doss of sex

WOWET), Nervous  Debility, (loss  of nerve
oree), Discases of the blood, (Syphilis, Gonorr-
hoea, Gleet and Stricture) Cured,  Curable enses
uaranteed with life membership,  Charges low,
[housands of cases cu All medicines are es-
waoelally [Iﬂ%llm‘(l for each individual casa, at La-
mn;tur;'. No injurious or potsonous compounds
usand,

No time lost from business, Patients at a dis-
tance treated by letter amd expess, Medicine
sent everywhere free gaze or breakage.

In diseases of the Blood, Brain, Heart and
Nervous system, as well as Liver kmn:‘y. aml
Gravel Compliints, Rheumatism, Paralysis and
ull other Chronic diseases.,

Write for illustrated gng‘n on Deformities,
Club feet, Carviature of the Spine, Pil Tumors,

tis, Inha iun“ Elec-

Mo,
BUITE CITY,

Cancer, Catarrh, Bronchi lat

tricity, Magnetism, Paralysis, Epilepsy, Kidne,
Bladder, .yl-: Ear, Skin ‘,lrld.l‘llﬂtlﬂl. xlml.yl a.l.l‘ su.{:
gical Operations.

Diseases of Women a Specialty. Beparate par-
lors for lml{b.muenu.

The only linble Medieal and Surgical Insti-
tute making a Specialty of 'rivate Disenses.

All blood diseases suce ity treated. Ryph-
flitis Poison removed from the system without
mercury. New Restorative Treatment for Loss
of Vital Power. Persons unable to visit us may
be trented ot home by correspondence.  All com-
munieations confident ial. edicines or Instru-
ments sent h|)' mail or express securely packed.
One personal interyiew preferred.  Call and con-
sult us, or send history of your case. and we will
send in plain wrapper our Book Free exl;l-l.lnlng
why thousamds canbot be cured of Private,
Special and Nervous Diseases, Seminad 'Weak-
ness, Spermatorrhoen. Impotency. Syphilis, Gon-

orrhea. Gleel, Varicocele, ete., ete,
Dr. Liebig & Co. are the only Qualified or re-
sponsible on since the

woialists left in
new medical law,
OMee hours from ® to 5 and? to  p. m.; or by
nppﬂlntmﬂl‘ in obscure and urgent cases.,
CONSULTATION FREE.

EF=Newton Bros. are agents for sale of Dr.
Liebig’s lnvigorator in Butte City. Montanas.

. @ [ETTeoeEEiEEEE v eoune [FRASER & CHALMERS

—CHICRGO—

MINING MACHINERY

And Machinery for the Systematic Reduction of Ores by Amalgamasion,
Concentration, Smelting and Leaching, Builders of the Homestake, Gran-
ite Mountain, Drum Lummon, Anaconda, Blue Bird, Lezington and Bi-
Metalic Companies’ Reduction Works.

HOISTING ENGINES
Geared and Direct Acting,

Prospecting and Development Hoisws. Bauilders of

IMPROVED AIR COMPRESSORS,

—AND—

- Wire Tramways -

True Vanning Machines and Embrey Concentrator. Electrie Light Plants.
Agents for Rand Rock Drills and Compressors, Otis Elevators, Knowles®
Pumps, Root Blowers, Kingsland & Douglas Saw Mills. Pennsylvania
Diamond Drill and Mfg. Co. Baragwanath Heaters.

SHAY PATENT LOCOMOTIVES,

United States Electric Light Co. New Haven Machine Tools. Masoa
Reducing Valves.

L. C. TRENT,

GENERAL WESTERN MANAGER.

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAR.

Sole Western Agents for

Tyler Wire Works Double Crimped Mining Cloth.

E. C. FREYSCHLAG & CO. |

Burt & Packard and Laird, Schober & Mitchell’s
FINE SHOES AND SLIPPERS.

CLOSING OUT SALE

R —

CLOTHING

—AND—

FURNISHING GOODS.

RD,SCHOBER & MITCHELL.

aud Furnishin
usively, we wi
ng at Actual Cost until every garment is
See ‘our

Desirin
Goods and
continue our sale of Clot

to close out our entire stock of Clothin(iz
andle nothinﬁ.but Boots and Shoes exc
1

sold. If you need a suit, a pair of pants, or an overcoat.
prices before you buy and save money.

E.C. FREYSCHLEG & CO.,
Next Door to Bank, - - - -

Anaconda, Mon

UM B E R,
SASH,
DOORS.

The Estes & Connell

LUMBER CO.

If you wam

the best News-

paper in the State

of Montana, subscribe for

The Standard.

Its rates are ten dollars
& year, three dol-
lars a quarter, or

37 a month.

Largest and Best Assortment of Lumber Im
Deer Lodge County.

LATH, SHINGLES, WINDOWS AND MOULD-
INGS ALWAYS IN STOCK.

ALL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED.

fMce near Front street, east of Whe
tﬁmmmn&)nlunm

WOOD AND COAL ALWAYS IN STOOE.




