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THE AFFAIR AT COULTER'S NOTCH.
BY AMBRUnOK BIK('IC.

D*Do ou think, Colo*Inl, that your rlave
Cauo or would like to put aoe of his guns

lm ift?" She General asked.
Swas a pparently not altogether

s•r•i-tm it sertainly did toot seem a place
where any artilleristhowever hravewould

Mke" to put a gun. The Colonel thought
tbat possibly his division coummnder
asmat good humoredly to inimate that
Captain Coulter's conurage hadl ben too
hibhy extolled In a reoat oonveration
tw them.

"General," he replied , warmly, Coulter
would ike to put a gun anywhere within
reolk ot those people"-with a motion of
bis haud I the direction of the enemy.

"It is the only place." aid the General.
He was Aerious then I

-a mese mt a thibn h rtm,
E! 4 h= t away towar aed lb uvr . For

a me b the left and amil to the rigiht
-hetigh n eapld by a line of

i lem behind the sharp
ere and rie as If held La place by

er..edtd , was I e.oanrelhlr; to
artile. Tbere was o bu eat the
boNoe d e the notebd thd was barely
wide i b t h fe ridhed. l•rm the
Confedere skid is point was cnm-
anmded air an enatla battry posted on a

lower elevation bt'aad a creek
ad Il away. All the las but one

were maked by the trees of an orchard;
that es-It seemed a bit of ismpudence- -
was diretly Isa tfrnt of a rather grandIkse
ballaul theplanter's dwelling. Te sun

Swa. dsean in is .•posure: the ril~s
Sh dy woukl not arry a mtle with

at e an elevation as made the lire In
a mMlity sense, harmless: it mthtL kill
Ire and there bhut could not di e.
Coealterls otob--lt cain to be called so-
was met, that pleasant sunmer afternoon.
a place where one would "like to peaut aU- -l. .. . . . ..

Threse or fose dead bames lay therre
eprewlhg lan th road, three or four dead
m-es l a triis row at osne ide of it and a
Iltte tLek down the kill. All but orne

were a~alr ea rkigiag to the Federal
vea. e wars a quasrternmuteer; the

Gememl aomoanding thedivisons and the
Colonel comrmandingl the r e, with
their stars and e•eol, had ridden Int-o
the NHteh to bave a look at the eswny's
gt w- whclh had amstealhtwar obscured

teswves in towering elauda of smtoke.
It was hardly profitable to be curlnmu_
about auns which had the trick of the
,tt• b, and sthea season of otmwrvatkui
was • At its eenclulion--a hort
emove backwardi tfrn where it began-
oeuered the convermat•km altu poatl

reporl. "It I the only place," tGnl-
eal repeated, thoughmtfuly, "to get at

Tbe Colonw-I looked at him agravely.
"Thereo I room fur but one gutt(mGeler•l --
are against sls."

"Thiat is tre-a-for only one at a tins.,"
sid the (osuastandr with musnthilg like.,
et not altogetqher like a smile. "But

t he1-, yner hrave (Aultertl-a whole bat-t FIn himself." - -,
Tilaness of itrony was now snsuimtakable.

It a geaed th. C(olonel, but be did not
know what to say. The spirit of nailitary
sea•rdination is not favorable to retort,
nor eevr deprecation. At this mntnelnt a
yoeaun olloor of artillery ca~ne rkliui
slowly up the road attended by his bugler.
It was Captain Coaltelr. He could Inot
have been more thian twenty-three years of
are. He was of ndlieln Iheight, 1but ve*r
sleador and lite. sitting his horse, with
something of thm air of a civiliasl. In fIru

e was of a typru singularly unlike the
mene about hbun thin, high-nosed, gray-
eyed.witt a slight blonde ousatachL. asnd
•ign. rather stragcliln hair of the sa•nte

color. There was an apparent negligence
il has attli. His tap wa. worn with telw
visor a trifle askew ; hi cott was huxtlate•tle
only at the award belt, showing a consikl-
eratle epwmare of white shirt, to)lerably
clean for that stage of tie camlpaigns.
lea the nsegiIgerm , was all in his drwls
and bear ing; inn lis face was a lk1k of in-
tense inNeret its his slnrrlulnmdilgs. Hii
rnsr eyes, which seemnld oce.untiotmally teo

strike right and left acru the landscape.
like search-lights, were for the mist part
faed upon tau sky beyond the Notch
untlil he should arrive at thie alnlsnnit o
the road there was nothing else in that
direction to see. As he ca(me opposite hIs
division and brigade omnunanders at the
roadsde e sa luted Snechanically aSid
was about to pass on. Moved by a sud-
den Imptlse te Colossl signed to hitm to
hlat.

"('udaln C~oulter." he .akl. "'tle enemy
uas a batte of six pl -ee. over there on

the next rd. If I rightly utlerstand
the General directs that you bring up a
gun and Mogaege thene."

Ther was a tlank silencee; the General
looked stol idly at a distant re1ilment
swarming slowly up the hill through
ru underUrowthll. lke a tuor and drag-

ed cloud of blue anuake; the (aptain ap-
peared not to have observed hIim. Prns-
ently he spoke, slowly and with apparent

"On the next ridkge dki you suay. sir?
AM the gluu near the bhone ?

"A ou bhave been over this roadl be-
to,. Dir•l at the hounse."

"And it la--npeaery-to engage then ?
The order is imperative ?"

HIs voice was husky and broken. He
was visibly paler. The Colonel was

.a.sbhed and mortified. He stole a
glane at the Commander. In that mn-
imie lea ee was no silgn t was as hard
as brms. A maoment later he rode

isaUtly away followed by his staff and
emeort. The solonel. humiliated and in-
dignant. was about to order Captain Coul-
ter In arat when the latter spolke a few
words In a low tone to his ludler, saluted
and rode straight forward Into the Notch.
w•i. bshortly. at the summit of the road
his nid glass at his eye• be showed

Slsky, he and his horse. sha plySand mosioules as an eue+•rlan
osa . Tihe bugler had dashed dow.s the
en.d In ele rst direction ate headlong

a ehd l pared around a corner.
lC mele was heard singing in
Iand - - asn incredibly short time

its eamion, eahob drawn
Sesand eta'ned by It

up the rade n a
Sor proader eover

Mald was mrie wMI Ed to Ste fatal
r s------Mhe urMws. A er

StheLi pa's aim, mo r~ e agile
memints of the muIn lMa lr, aM d
almost tter l he troo alon the wr
had semed to hear the rtUSe ofote wtteels

" gAret wrhi cloud sprng forward down
the detivitr. and with a sharp shock
wsl trnsed up the wlte of the forest

ke a storm the affair at Coulter's

t :2 not iteds I to rlate ti detail the
prnms aed ineklents of that lhastly

ontet--a eontest without vici-aituden
Its alternatitks only different dereps ol
despair. Alnmost at the instant whun Cap-
tals Coulter'. gun blew its chalkenminn
elotl six answering clouds rolled upward
from amnong the trees ahout the planta-
tion nouse, a deep multiple report roared
back like a broken weho, and tiealceforthl
to tbe end the Federal cannoniers foughtl
their hopeless hattle in an atinoimspere of
lTing iron whime tboslihts were liltllings

ad wbome deeds were iueath,.
W:WIli•gto - the efforts which be

could not Oild Nd t luatl d which he
could not ~a. the ,colue had anded
the uklge at a point a quarter of a mile to
the left, whence the notch. Itself ilavisihle
but plebling up srucessive mau• s of
smoke, seenled the carrer of as vlcano in
thunderlang ruption. Witlh hia lass he
watched the oneny'as guns. neting as he
could the elrcts ol (:oultr's tire -t (:oul-
tee still lived to direct it. He saw that tie
federal gunners. i sncung the enemy's
piee, whome positn could he dter
mined ba their smoke only, gave their
wlhale attention to the oe whah nmain-
talued Its place ln the open-the lawn in
front t the house, with wlhich it was mc-
curately In line. Over andml abut that
hardy piece the shell eploded at inter-
vals of a few seconds. kolene explkded in
tLe house, as could be seen hr thin scen-
slons of smoke frm the er•ached root.
ligure of proostrte nen and horuse were
plainl visuible.

'"If our fellows are doing mareh good
work with a mingle un." said the general
to an ak who hapned to he nearest.
"Mry mnust he suffering like the devil
fromn ix. Go down and preeset the tco•-
mnatder of that piece with anyr congratula-
tiUns on the accuracy of his fire."
Turnlnl to the adjutant general he

said: "'l)d you olterve Colliter's daLunedl
•rlctanrwe to olhry orders ?"

. oe., ir, I did. ' ...
"Well, may nothing about it. please. I

don't think the g•neral will carn to Iaske'
any acuusations. He will probably have
enough to do in explaining hisl own conm-
nectkHI with this unconmmon way of
amnringa the rear guard of a retreating

""olonel," maid the adjutant general. "I
don't know that I nught to may anytlrin,
but there is something wrong in all this.
Do you happen to know that Captain
Coulter is tren the south Y?
"No. was he. indeed ?"
"I heard last summer that the division

which use general then elnunsasaded was
in the vicinity of Coulter's bome--eamped
there for weeks and-"

"Listen !" said the colonel interrupting
with an upward gesture, "Do you hear
that?"

"That" was the silence of the federal
gun. The staff, the orderlies, the liles of
infantry behind thecrest-all had "heard"
and were looking curiously in the direction
of the crater, whence no stuoke now as-
cended, e•cept desultory cloudicts from
the e e s shell.. Thien camen the blare
o , a faint rattle of wheels: a
mnute ater the sharpp reports recon-
menced with double activity. The denal-
ished gun hadl been replaced with a uound
Olte.

"Yoe." said the adJutant-general, re-
omaning his sanrrative. "'the eneral made
the acquaintance of (ounIter' fanily~.
There was troueble--I don't know the
exact nature of it--owns.thing tabout Coasl
ter's wife. Nhe is a reel hot secesuionist,
as they all are. except Coulter himself,
haut she is a goxl wife and high brued lady.
There was a complaint to army head-
quarters. The geleral was transferred to
Itis division. It is ckd that Coulter's hat-

te should afterward have beern assigned

The colonel had risen from the rcrk
upon whk*h they had heen sittilng. His
eyes were biasing with a gemerxus inditg-
Ination.

'See here, Morrison," said he. looking
lis gossiping staff oflcter straight in the

face, "dkl you get that story from a gien-
thlltan or a liar ?"

"I1 don't want to say how I pot it. col-
onel, unless it is ntessary' -Ihe was
bltuslaing a trille-"hut I'll stake any life
to ma its trutth inl tthe nutian."
04The colonel turned toward a snall knot

o ofters sonic distamclt, away: "Likt-
tenanllt i•llialms!" Ie' shouted.

()Ie of tle olUeers detachIed alnnumelf
fron thie grupi and cownning forward
,aleted. sayluig: " Parkd•m niw, ('olhnel. I
tlhought yo lul a l lena iniforuld. Williatns
is d.eanl downl there by the gut.. What
cai I do, m•ir? "

Limtlenlanlt Williamsu was the ski wino
had land thie pieasure of etnvcyirng to the
oithler in charg. of the unll hlis rigauk'
couanl itnatuler's (e•lngntulationiin.

" Go." maid thle , o io
tl n, " anld dlirnut tlne

witldlrawal of the giun inastantly. Hold!
I'll go anryself."

He st•awn dowin the declivity toward tie
rear of the Notch at a brenak-neck -ace.
over rocks anl throngh branbhles, fo-
l.owel by lis little retilnue in tunulnltumnUS
dinnrlhr. At tin. fuxt of tialt' declivity tiney
nonuantarl their waiting naniamals and tooi-
to the road at a lively trot arolund a t•lnd
anld into thle Notich. The slpectacle which
therencountered there war appalling.

WVitiin, that dtefle. bIarely hiboail enough
for a single gun, were pikdl the wrecks of
no fewer than four--tley bali noted the
silencing of only the last one disabld.
The debris lay on both sides of the road
tlhe nlen lual nualgel to keep ian ,.pel
way between, through T which te the flfth
p ,iee was new f .ring. The men ?-they
looked like dlemons of the Pit! All were
hatless, all stripped to the waler t their
reeking skins black with blotches of pow
der and spattered with gout of blood.
Thewy worked like nuadm•es, with ramnmer
and cartrkleo. lever&amli lanyard. They set
theIlr swolen shoulders and abl•ting
handls against the wheels at each rcoil
and heaved the heavy gun back to its
place. There were no cnammntands in that
awful envirlonment of whooping asiot, ez-
plidxing shells and strieking fragments of
iron aid flying splinters ci wood, none
could have been heard. OBiers, if ofl-
eers there were were ladistinlgushable
all worked together--eah while he lasted
-governed by the eye. When the ans
was oned it was laded, when loaed
aimed and fired. There was no clashinl
the duty of the instant was obvious.
Whent one fell another looking a trifle
cleaner, seemed to rise the earth in
the dead man's tracks to fall in his
turn.

With the ruined guns la the ruined
men-alongykle the wreckage, under it
and top of it; sand hack down the road-
a ihastly procesuaion!-crept on hands
and knees such of the wounded as were
able to nove. The coalontl -- he had lcnu-
passionately sent his cavalkade to the
right about--had to ride over those who
were entirely dead in lorder not to crush
thoua who were partly alive. Into that

lltwit he tranquilly held his way. rode up
alongsskle the uln, and in the obscurity
of the last dircharge tapped upon the
cheek the man holding the rammer-who
straightway fell, thinking himself killed.
A fiend seven times damned sprang out
of the smoke to take his place, but paused

sad enpanded, huem-U* like mm-
hi bl brow. Tbe solefl mame an

rear. The B d bewed I. ekelM ab o
diensce. It was Capt•in Caslter.

inamultaaemeasM with th eolnaoa arm rst.
lng *atelle fet u pon the whale Ield
ofuon. The paracemiaat animllres no

longer streamed Into that deilJe a death;
the eem also bad deamed Srlln. Him
anny b" d n geon for houme asd the
comsnaner of bir resr uard who had
hekl bhim poition perilous loWn In hope
to oilene the Fdl flrs, at that 6range
moment had silenced his own. "I war
not aware of the hreadth of mr autboritr."
thought the colonel, facetl o ul rkiliig
forward the crest to m ee wat bad really

i hour later him briade was in bivouea
on tie rnenly's Ianmo n and itas klerr were
examininag, with aonethlinf of awe, a. the
faithful iarlwect a saint's relku , a whrer of
traddling hlead ilarue anmd three dllabledl
uuli. all spiked. The fallen mmen lad

•rw*al cerritd t awny; tlheir crus•hed and
IrUokln hl.kin would havo iveu too freat
amtihitati.ii.
Natrllyr the eodlone estatrbllbd bIlm-
,lf andl bis mUiitay family l the planta-

tion house. It was somewhat shattered,
hut it was better than the open air. The
firliture was greatly aged and
hbrke..,. The walls and cili•g were
knocked away here and there, and there
was a linkering odor of powder smoke
everywlhre. The beds. tse mols of
wonen's clothing the cupboards were not
haly dalmagedl. The new tsemul for a
tight made themsmelves aomslortable and
the practical effacemuen a Couher's
hattery mupplied them with an Interesting

DuriOg supper that eveninag an orderly
of the escort showed himself lnto the
dinig-rwxn and asked peramlson to
speak to the colonel.

"What is It. Harbour?" said that offeer,
pleasantly, having overheardl the request.

"Colonel, there Is somnething wrong In
the cellar; I don't know whatomebo
there. I was down there runadging
about."

wI ill down and see," said a stagoleer, riskn.
"NoS will I," the colonel said; "let the

others remnain. IA'al on. orderly."
They took a candle from the table and

d(~lsUked the cellar stairs, the orderly in
visible trepklitlon. The candle made but
a feeble light. but presently, as they ad-
vanced, its narrow circle of Illumination
revealed a hunlman figure meated on the
ground against the blank stone wall which
they were skirting. its knees elevated, its
beadl bowed sbply forward. The face,
which should have been seen in profile,
was invisible, for the man was bent so far
forward that his long hair concealed it;
and. strange to relate, the beard of a much
darker hue. fell in a reast tanlled
mass and they lay along the ground at his
feet. They Involuntarily paused; then
the colonel, taking the candle from the
orderly's shaking hand, appreached the
man and attentively considered him. The
long dark beard was the hair of a woman
-dead. The dead woman elaspsd in her
arms a dead babe. Both were clasped in
the arm of the me as pren, ssed against his
breast, aainst his lips. Tere was
blood in tis hair of the woman; there
was blood in the hair of the man. A yard
away lay an infant's foot. It was near an
Irregular depression in the beaten earth
whklh formed the c(llar's floor-- fresh
excavation with a convex bit of Iron hay-
in` ja,1ed edges, visible in one o4 the
sies. .The colonel held the light as high
as he could. The floor of the room above
was broken through, the splinter, point-
ing at all angle, downward. "This case-
ment is not bomb-proo," said the colonel
gravely; It did not occur to hbin that his
muulming up of the case had any levity
on it.

They stood about the group awhile in si-
lenee; the star olficer was thinklng of his
unflnished supper, the orderly of what
mliight pornihly he in one of the casks on
the other side of the cellar. Suddenly the
man whoen they bad thought dead wrlaed
hisn head and ased tranquilly into their
faces. Hi. comnplexion was coal black;
the cheeks were apparently tattooed in
irregular lines froun the eyes downward.
The lips, too, were white, like those of a
tage eg Ther wa blood upon his

The statff ofcer drew back a pace, the
orderly two ilees.

"What are you doing here. my man ?"
saidtl the Colonel. unmoved.

"This house It"lotgs to nc. sir," was
the reply, civillr delivered.

"To you ? Who then are-were these?"
"My wife and child. Colonel, I am

Captain (oulter."
aorge Law's *UIs of Campeage.

New York letter to Pittahurg Post: "Give
1nci a hottle." said George Law at the re-

splendent Stokes bar.
A bottle meant a quart of champagne.

of course, and the bartender glanced in-
quiringly around nor Law's cosHpanion in
tie proposed flu. But he was alone.
The cork was popped out, and one glass
set forth. Law coolly gripped the bottle,
filled the glass, and then kept on pouring.
The liquid foamed and sparkled over the
brimn and on the hba and thence to the
floor., until the entire quart was cone.
Theen law drank the single glass of chian-
piune that he had secured out of a bottle
anal drank it placidly. Perhapsl the wine
gainrld an extra flavor because the two
gills or so cost, thlrouph the plurchamer's
erratic Inettsal, $4. The witnem.st of the
queer episode said not a worl that he
couki have heard, nor did they stare at
him, and he d.ipmrt(al as iuerturbedlly as•
though he uhad merely quateled a glass of
beer.
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SHAY PATENT LOCOMOTIVES,

United S•ate EKlectri Light Co. New maves Machine Tools. Mamas
Reducing Valves.

-0 -

L. C. TRENT, SALT LAKE CITY, ITI.
GaaxnU . Wstm wx MA N*AG.

-0-

Sole Western Agent. for

Tyler Wire Works Double Crimped Mining Cloth.

E. C. FREYSCHLAG & CO.
LEADING SHOE DEALERS.

Bart & Packard and Laird, Schober & Mitchell's
FINE SHOES AND SLIPPERS.

CLOSING OUT SALE

CLOTHINGb -U
SFURNISHING GOODS.

CHOUERn? MITCa..

Desiring to close out our entire stock of Clothing aud Furnishing
Goods and handle nothing but Boots and Shoes exclusively, we will
continue our sale of Clothing at Actual Cost until every garment is
sold. If you need a suit, a pair of pants, or an overcoat. See our
prices before you buy and save money.

H. C. PRBYSCH L-[G & CO..
Next Door to Bank. - - - - Anaconda, Mona

If you wam
te best News-
paper in the State
of Montai'a, subscribe for

The Standard.

Its rates are ten dollars
a year, three d.I-
tars a quarter, or
$3 a month.

LVJ 9yr E B Ro
SAS H.

DOORS.

The Estes &Connell ,
LUMBER CO.

Largut sad Mt LAertimt of Lumer
Deer Ledge Cuuty.

LATH. SEINGLERB WINDOWS AND MOUI•
INGO ALWAYS IN WTOCK.

ILL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED.

OE od a~m po Ajw -rmas sIamm

Wooer A" co" L3 C WI. iL n &a


