MY LADY'S WATCH.

Prem e Lowisville Cowrier-Journal.
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THE DUNGEON STRAW.

He had passed his first ten years in
prison without doing anything, settling
himself and fitting himself to the habita
of the place. Then, as there were yet 20
years of prison life before him, he said
one fine morning that it was shameful to
lead so idle a life, and that he must create
for himself some occupation worthy, not
of a freeman, since he was a prisoner, but
worthy simply of a man.

He devoted a year to reflection,to weigh-
ing the different ideas which presented
themselves, to seeking a deflnite aim for
his existence. To educate a spider? An
old story, too well known. To copy Pel-
lico, indeed! A pure bit of plagiarism.
To count with his fingers the rough places
on the wall? A ridiculous amusement,
useless and without appreciable results.

“I must,” said he, *find something at
the same time novel, useful, and defying.
I must invent a task which shall occupy
my time, which shall be productive of
some goowd, and which shall have the
value of a pit.” Another year was
employed in this search, and at last suce-
cess crowned his efforts.

It was a veritable dungeon, that in
whichethe soner lived, which the sun
entered but for one short half-hour daily,
and then by a single ray which was a
mere thread of light. The bed on which
the unhappy man stretched his aching

bs was a pile of wot straw.”

“The very thing," he cried with energy.
“Now 1 shall defy my jailers and cheat
the courts.”

First he counted the separate straws
that made up his bundle. There were
1,307 straws. A meager bundle!

Then he made an experiment to flhe
out how long it would take to dry a single
straw. Threefjuarters of an hour. It
would require for them all —for the 1,307
straws—a total of 980 hours 1156 minuteat
with a half-hour of sunshine a day, 1,9%1

Calculating that the sun would
shine at least one day out of the three, it
would require 16 years, 1 month, 1 week,
and 6 %, That was within six months
of the time of his sentence.
work at once.

Every day that the sun shone the prison-
er «d a straw and put it in the sun-
shine, busying himsclf thus whenever
there was sun. For the rest of the time
he kept warm under his clothes the swraw
he had been able to dry.

Thus ten years sodd,

t on only a thini of the
’ he had stuffed in the bosom of his
blouse the other two-thirds, which, one by
one, he had dried.

He set to

The prisoner
damp straw,

Fifteen rs passed. Happiness un-
epeakable! Only 12 damp straws re-
maimed.

Eighty-four days more, and the prisoner
scarcely could contain himself. roud of
his work, victor over circumstances, he
cried with the voice of an avenger, with a
mocking, rebellious laugh:

“Ah! ah! You condemned me to the
wet straw of a dungeon. 'Well, weep with
r‘r-! 1 sleep on dry straw.®
. las! A cruel destiny was watching for
ts

l’,

One night while the prisoner dreamed
of the Imrpituw in store for him in his
wild joy he threw out his hands in speoch-
less exultation, upset the water-jug, and
the water ran trickling down his breast.

All of the straws were wel.,

What to do now ? To begin again the
toil of Sisyphus? To pass fifteen years
more putting straws to dry in the slender

1

%h, the discouragement of it! You, the
ortunate ones of the world, who give up
a pleasure if lwu-uty.—llw- SLOPS Are neces-
sary for its acquisition, dare you cast at
him the first stone 7

But you say he had only a year and a
half more in prison.

And do you count as nothing wounded
pride, fallen hope? Think! This man
would bave worked fifteen years to sleep
on a bundle of dry straw, and should he
consent to quit his rriwn with wet straws
clinging to his hniir ? Never! One is either
worthy or unworthy.

Etxl{t days and nights he wrl[h«l in
agony, wrestling with despair, striving for
a foothold in the ruin which overwhelmed

m.

He finishad by losing his hold, and by
acknowledging deteat. He had lost the
battle. -

One ew.-ninkg he fell on his knees, de-
spairi ken.

p:O (;‘«.‘v:l " he eried in his tears, “*pardon
me that | have lost courage to-day. I have
suffered for thirty years. 1 have felt my
limbs waste, my skin mortify, and mf
eyes w dim, and my bhair and teeth fail
me, have resisted hunger, thirst, cold
and solitude. 1 had a hope which sustained

efforts. 1 had an aim in mylife, Now
it is impossible to satisfy my hope. Now

the aim is gone forever. Pardon me that
1 desert my post, that I quit the fleld of
battle, that 1 flee like a cowaad. I can
bear It no longer.” Then, in a sudden
access of indignation, he cried:

“No, no, at mn& times no! It shall
not be said that 1 have lost my life for
ncn.h.l:f. I will not desert. 1am nota
coward. No, 1 will not sleep for a minuse
more the damp straw of the dungeon.

0,
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shall not defeat A
eoknd doe prisciier diod diving the nigh,
b ike Ca
He died of an hnl-nl:rl‘n“diguunn. He
bad eaten all his straw.—From the French
of Jean Richepin.
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made. He was blindf and made to

lay his head on the k. The execu-
r, from a vial, les fall a drep of

ter on Gonella’s neck. Then, amid shouts

of laughter, the ter., silont now, was

bidden torise and thank the duke for his

obum_ But Gonella never moved ;

L Y killed by his master's jest.

Mr. Blaine's Old Ceachman.
From the New York Tribune.

For several years Mr. Blaine bhad a col-
ored coachman in Augusisa who was one
of the features in the town. He lives in
Augusta yet, and his name is **Fred”
Brown. *“Fred" ean neither read nor
write, but he always looked aftor the fam-
ily's mail, and was never knoewn to make
& mistake in distributi it. He was very
proud of this accomplishment, and al-
ways delivered letters with a great flour-
ish. He was a politician from head to
foot, and in lmkinf of the republican
party would say “*we' and *us.” He was
so much devoted to the discwssion of poli-
tics in those days that when he was miss-
ing from his regular duties he could gen-
erally be foumd leaning over the side
fence, expounding good republican doce-
trines with much eloquence. Perhaps his
interest in politics unfitted him for the la-
bor a coachman, or perhaps bhe de-
served to hold office, but at any rate Mr.
Blaine secured a new coachman.

“Fred,"” however, was so devoted to Mr.
Blaine that he continued to make himself
a feature of Mr. Blaine's house and
grounds. After he secured his place as
night watchman at the state house, across
the street from Mr. Blaine's home, he
?mm the hours in the n borhood of

aylight in watering the wns of the

and in looking after the shrubbery.
It was the greatest pleasure of his life to
be allowed to do something for Mr. Blaine
or one of his family. He 1 an exceed-
ingly high estimation of his own import-
ance, too. On election days he was abroad
bright and early, dressed in his best, and
from the opening to the closing of the
rnlls he could be seen driving voters in a
wuggy from their homes to the polling
I)Im-u- when the men were lame or ill or
n any way unable to walk. here was
such a solemn earnestness about **Fred's"
manner at such times that he seemed to
be carrying the burden of the election on
his shoulders,

An illustration of “Fred's" sublime con-
fidence in Mr. Blaine is found in the way
in which he became a night watchman in
the state house. Some his friends ad-
vised him to obtain signatures to a pe-
tition. He had the petition drawn up and
went to Mr. Blaine for the first signature.
Mr. Blaine aflixed his name to the paper
and “Fred” went away. Several days
afterward one of his friends asked him
how his petition was getting along. **Ohb,"
said “Fred,” cheerfully, *it's all right.
The whole thing's fixed. 1've got the
place and it*s safe in my pocket here,
He pulled out his petition with an un-
usual show of dignity and showed it. There
was Mr. Blaine's name, but no other.
“Fred” had not looked for another, nor
hivd he presented s petition. He had
gone around with the paper securely but-
toned in his pocket, serenely confldent
that he was the night watchman if ever
man was a night watchman. When he
was urged to get more names he was
grieved and astonished. But he got the
names, and he got the place.
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An Election Demonstration.

From the New York Siar.

Apropos to the recent demonstration at
Gen, Mahone's house John S, Wise tells
the following story: ** The night after the
election between Gen. Lee and myself the
democrats came up to my house and
buried me with the honors of war. They
had a band and played the *Dead Marceh®
and perhaps *T'he Rogue's March," They
hadd torches and waved handkerchiefs,
and groaned, and sung for about two
hours, Of course there was no violence,
for, while the city of Richmond always
gave me a very blauck eye politically, it is
an orderly city, and 1 believe 1 had as
many personal friends in the democratic
party as any man in the city. 1 listened
to the racket and watched them from my
bed, rather amused at their temfoolery,
and went to sleep before they left. Next
day 1 went shooting. Instead of moping
around with a sick stomach and headache
after one of those cyclones 1 would dress
up and walk down-town, smiling and hap-
py, or go shooting. train returned
about 10 p. m. I had no idea 1 would be
honored two nights in succession. The
cab containing "'f dog and myself made
o great noise on the street and 1 did not
hear very well. We pulled up suddenly
at the front of my house. [ threw open
the door, jumped out upon the carri
block with n gun in my hand, and lo
and behold! I was in the midst of about
150 men and boys who were singing ‘Hang
John Wise on a sour apple tree.” It was
like a man and a bear meeting at a turn
in the road. Before 1 quite took in the
situation the crowd was gone. 1t melted
like snow. Evidt-ntlf they thought 1 had
come for business. If they had waited a
little longer maybe [ would have left. As
it was their music was cut short as pie-
crust. hey had reached about the sylla-
ble ap of the apple tree when 1 turned up
so suddenly, and that ended it.”
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Facifying s Youngster.
From the Torouto Grip.

Small boy: *“Say, dad, 1 wish you
would give me a bicycle.” Old man:
“Can't afford it, my son. Rent too high,
coal too dear. Besides, I don't want you
to break your neck.” *“Well, then, a tri-
eycle.” *“*Can’t do it. But I'll tell you
B ot o . & Siae long Apin¥

an you an o
The youngster is pacified. e

CHRISTMAS HINTS
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at high prices.
next ten days.

MONTANA'S
Popular Price House.

Our Entire Stock of Ladies’,
Misses’ and Children’s Wraps
Now on the Market at
One-Fourth Off.

This includes new wraps
now coming in. We have
the most elegant
FALL AND WINTER

STYLES SHOWN.

Buy wraps this week and

SAVE MONEY.

No better opportunity
ever offered to get wraps at
a saving of

25 PER CENT.

Ladies’ dress goods this
week at 10 cents off.

We are pushing every
line of goods—offering su-
perior inducements to buy-
ers.

Our great stock of hosiery
and underwear is being sold
at

REDUCED PRICES.

Men's goods, including
fine and medium dress suits,
overcoats, etc., all marked
down.

Boys' every-day pants at
25 cents per pair.

Boys' school suits at $1.50
each.

“Boss of the Road” over-
alls at 50 cents.

Hats, caps, gloves, etc.,
at lower prices here than
can be found elsewhere.

CARPETS.

See our 50-cent tapestries,
our 25, 35 and 50 cent in-
grains.

Oilcloths and Linoleums
in great variety of patterns.
WALL PAPER.

An immense stock to be
unloaded at

REDUCED PRICES.

Sece our lineof ladies’ and
misses’ wool hosiery at 25
cents per pair.

Seventy new colorings in
36-inch Henrietta cloths at
20 cents per yard. This
week 10 per cent off, thus
reducing them to 18 cents.

1@ per cent off on plushes
and silks this week.

See our immense stock of
ladies’ and misses’ aprons
this week.

New muslin underwear
just in.

New
week.

Crowding blankets and
quilts. Buy perfect goods
at low prices this weeck.

HOLIDAY TRADE.

We are getting ready for
theholiday trade. Wehave
several carloads of choice
novelties tomake room for.

Hence our low prices—
to make room.

Respectfully,

J. R. Boyce, Jr., & Co.

tea gowns this

Corner Main and Broadway, Butte, Moat.

Looking and planning for Holiday Gifts
is the work of the present.

invite the preliminary vie-
and wish to impress you

that we have no old

styles, noshop-worn goods to force on you
Our stock is all new, and

large additions will be made to it in the

J. MERRILL & CO.

Opposite Bank.

J. J. JACOBS,

OF BUTTE,
Has established & branch office in Anaconda of

MONTANA Lué'lerRY ]

STATE
be had the Mexican and Loulsi-

Where also
ana Lottery Tickets.

Ofice: Room 1, Pacific Ledging House, Main-st.

MONTANA.

One of the handsomest and most elegantly ap-
pointed hoteis in the United Btates. Thoroughly
fireproof, and provided with elevators, electrie
bells, fire alarms, running water, baths, stesin
heat, open tire places and all modern conven-
fencies. Hooms en suite and single. Culsine and
service strietly first-class. Hates from

$3.50 per Day Upwards.

according to size and character of rooms
occupied,

DEL. HARBAUGH. Manager.

MINERS, ATTENTION!

EXTRA!

DRS. LIEBIG & CO.

\ Permanently located in

BUTTE CITY

At Southeast Corner of Main and Broadway.
Private Entrance at 8 Broadway.

LIEBIGC WORLDDISPENSARY
AND INTERNATIONAL

Medical and Surgical Institute.

San Francisco, Cal

Kansas City
4 Montans.

Mo,
and BUFTE cI1TY,

Dr. Liebig & Co, are regular graduates in med-
feine and surgery and special practitioners aa-
thorized by the states of Missouri, California and
MONTANA, totreat all Chronie, Nervous and Pri-
vate diseases, (whether caused by lm&rmlm-e.
Excess, or  Contagion), Seminal ek
(night losses), Bexual Debility, (loss of sex

MWOWET) Nervous Ihah'llilr, (loss nerve
oree), Diseases of the blood, (Syphilis, Gonorr-
heea, Gleet and Stricture) Cured.  Curable cases
¥mmmuml with life membership, Charges low,
housands of cases cured. Al medicines nre es-
woelally prepared for esch individual casas, at La-
mn‘tory. 0 injurious or poisonous compounds
used,

No time lost from business, Patients at a dis-
t!llll"l' ln-auwl'l I-y' lu-ure-r amd ﬂ.].u?l. “Med.ld.ne
sent everywhere free from gaze or breakage,

In diseases of the Blood, Brain, Heart and
Nervous system, as well ns Liver ’Cidn:z and
Gravel Complaints, Rheumatism, Paralysis and
all other Chronie diseases,

(“I“l'ﬂr‘;-t tu;r Hl::lmtﬁt . uu}_t ‘lnefornlncl.
ub » Curvature e ne, Tumors,
"‘lon Elec-

{ricity: Mimetisin, Parntysis’ l!::ueps Kidney
-y, s, y 5
Bladder, Kye. Ear, Skin aad Blood, and’ all Sur:
gical Operations,

Disenses of Women a Specialty. Separate par-
lors for patients,

The only lable M

edical and Surgical Insti-
tute making a Specialty of Private Diseases.

All Blomd diseases successfully treated. Bm
flitis Poison_removed from the system wi
mercury. New Restorative Treatment for Loss
of Vital Power. Persons unable to visit us may
be treated at home by correspondence.  All com-
munications confidential. edicines or Instru-
menls sent mail or cxpress secure
One pers interview preferred.  Call and con-
sult us, or send history of your case. and we will
send in plain wrapper our

Free exg:.‘lnln‘
why thousands cannot be cured of wvﬂa.

Specinl amnd Nervous  Diseases, Seminal -
ness. Spermatorrhoea. lmpmem;{i.urphml. Gon-
orrhea. Gleet, Varicocele, ete, ',

Dr. Liebig & Co, are the MMm or re-
sponsible ialists left in since the
new med law, otnd i »y

OfMce hours from . . ; or
appointment in obscure »

CONSULTATION E.
lm‘lm Bros. are agents for sale of Dr.
's Invigerator in Butte City. M
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FRASER & CHALMERS
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MINING MACHINERY |

And Machinery for the Systematic Reduction of Ores by Amalgamation, l

Concentration,
fte Mountain, Drum Lummon, Anaconda, Blue Bird, Lexington and Bi
Metalic Companies’ Reduction Works.

HOISTING ENGINES |
Geared and Direct Acting,

Prospecting and Development Holsw. Builders of

IMPROVED AIR COMPRESSORS,

- Wire Tramways -
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True Vanning Machines and Embrey Concentrator. Electric Light Plants. B
Agents for Rand Rock Drills and Compressors, Otis Elevators, Knowles' A
Pumps, Root Blowers, Kingsland & Douglas Saw Mills. Pennsylvania
Diamond Drill and Mfg. Co. Baragwanath Heaters.
y

SHAY PATENT LOCOMOTIVES,

United States

L. C. TRENT,

GENERAL WESTERN MANAGER.

Tyler Wire Works Double Crimped Mining Cloth.

Electrie Light Co. New Haven Machine Tools. Mason
Reducing Valves.

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH.

—_—

L4 Sole Western Agents for

-

E. C. FREYSCHLAG & CO.

LEADING SHOE DEALERS.

Burt &

=—%

Packard and Laird, Schober & Mitchell’s :

FINE SHOES AND SLIPPERS. I

Desirin
Goods and

to close out our entire stock of Clothin
andle nothin

CLOSING OUT SALE

—OF—

CLOTHING

—AND—

FURNISHING GOODS.

% ¢

aud Furnishin
but Boots and Shoes exclusively, we wi

continue our sale of Clothing at Actual Cost until every garment is

sold.

If you need a suit, a pair of pants, or an overcoat.

See our

prices before you buy and save money.

E.C. FREYSCHLEG & CO.,
Next Door to Bank,

Anaconda, Mont.

UMBER, A
SASH,

oty DoRne.
o sroniane, swicrive e |'The Estes & Connell

The Standard.

Its rates arve ten dollars
a year, three dol-

lars a gquarter, or

$r a menth.

LUMBER CO.

Largest and Best Assortment of Lumber In
Deer Lodge County.

LATH, SHINGLES, WINDOWS AND MOULD-
INGS ALWAYS IN STOCK.

ALL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED.

T — " ‘
mw”%-ﬂdﬂo -~
WOOD AND COAL ALWAYS IN STOCK.




