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DEFENDING THE THEATER.

Manager Maguire's Reply to a Hutte
Pastor.
To the Editer of the Standard:
Clown—What is the opinion of Pythagoras con-
cerning wild fowls”
Malvolio—That the soul of our Grandam might
y inhabit a bird.
Clown — 'What thinkest thou of his opinion
Malvolio—1 think nobly of the soul, and Do way
and noway approve of his opinion,
SHAKESPEARE.

While I think nobly of the church, and
noway approve of the opinion of the *'City
Pastor,” who last Sunday evening per-
petrated slanders against the theater at
large, actors in general, and the intelli-
gont citizens of this community, (for itis
the intelligent men and women of all
grades of society who are regular theater
goers), These slanders can not beal-
lowed 1o pass without at least a few re-
marks from one whose life bas been
chiefly spent in the atmosphere of the
play house, The reverend gentleman, if
reported correctly, states that “the stage
vitiates life and character, and that regu-
lar theater goers are low and immoral in
tone.”  As it 18 now nearing the sunset of
the nineteenth century, its seems Imrdllv
credible that any man, lay or clerical,
could have the effrontry to stand up be-
fore any audience and stultify himself
and his calling by hurling such an insult
at nine-tenths of the people of this city,
as well as at the followers of a profession
wwhose morality as a rule” [ venture to
say will stand comparison with his that
reviles them. °

The theater has had its attacks from
reverend, rabid sensationalists before to-
day, and inasmuch as there are “tricks in
all trades but ours, the reverend gentle-
man, because of his insignificance prob-
ably, beats his little tom-tom of slander
to attract attention. [ propose to give
him briefly a little of that attention he
clamors for, j

For the gentleman’s better information
1 can assure him that every legitimate
theater is a fountain of good, a gateway
to knowledge, “a perenial spring of intel-
lectual delights.” It is the shrine sacred
to all the sages and poets, who enriched
with “*nectared sweets,” not only the lan-

» of this land, but the languages of
all other lands. It has fostered every art
which adorns civilization, musie, paint-
ing, poetry, sculpture, architecture, ora-
tory—all that tends to make this life beau-
tiful bave been subservient to the drama-
tic art. It has in its provinee kept pace
step by step, with the highest forms o
civilization and existed before Christian-
ity was born. It is the highest type of in-
tellectual enjoyment, it extends over all
the provinces of history, imagination and
faney, expanded g0 as to embrace com-
edy, tragedy and fanciful literature,
It represents  all  degrees  of  hu-
man condition anm all the
caprices of human invention
to express all the perceptible details of
actual truth, and all the philosophic
grandeur of neral reflection. Even
the church availed itsell  of the stage 1o
make more impressive upon  a semi-har-
barous people before the printing press
had accomplished 115 mission, by intro-
ducing dramatic performances of the
sacred mysteries, so that their impress on
a primitive people would be so much the
greater by seeing in action those sublime
teachings that words so poorly conveyel
to obtuse minds,

To this day the stage has so progressed
that in waching buimanity it is scarcely
second to the ]Nll‘li‘q and inmumeasurably
i it mission of doing good, beyond any
pulpit or platform filled by intol
prejudice, bigotry  and all uncharitable-
ness, Charles Lamb says  of the theater:
1 have scen a gifted actor diffuse a glow
ol sentitnent which has made the pulse of
a erowded theater beat like that  of one
man, when he has come in aid of the pul-
pit, doing good to the moral heart of the
peaple.” With reference to the statement
that managers of theaters hire people to
sit in various parts  of  the  awli-
enee  and  applawd  vigorously  the
ohjectionable parts, 1 have no
hesitaney in proonouncing this o diee falwi-
cation and [ ehallenge the gentleman to
give his authority, or rather where dad e
see it not surely in any respectable thea-
ter. After all, the gentleman himself,

e,

like other striking examples trotted out
on oceasions for exhibition, and like
Topsy, delighted o saying, “Golly, how
wicked 'se been.” Perbaps e was giving
his experience in the days of his wordli-
ness when he fregquented so-called  thea-
ters like Owney Geoghan's of the Bowery
the Cremorne of San Francisco, or lllll‘fl
kindred  establishments elsewhere,  But
even in those institutions 1 doubt if he !
saw what he elaims in his statement, The |
reverend gentleman, presumably to ime- |
press his hearers with his eraditiongives |
the authority of Plato, Tacitus, Roussean |
Payne and Patrick Buekley (where does
Buckley come i with this  company 1,
What has contemporary deama in Vlatos® |
time tc do with the present day . What |
constituted the code of morals in Greeece |
500 years B, C. 7 lntellectually, however, |
Greece was in the zenith of its fame, it
was the epoch of letters as distinetive as
is the age of Elizabeth in English litera-
ture, both of which derived their in- |
spiration  from  the fostering protection |
of the stage of those days,
Lauripides, Sophocles, Aristophanes,
Esclivius, all vied in the sublimity and
gramear of their compositions.  Their
most devoted adnirers were Soceates and |
Mato, The latter carly in life was him- |
self o poct and  dreamatist, whose  poetic |
and sentinental trainiog laid the founda-

In Greees, |

tion for the rich superstructure of his phi- |

losophy.  Where does the historian Taci- |
tus condemmn the theater, except you al- |
ludde: to the ceremonianl orgies conneeted |
i pagan Bome with the feasts of Bacehas, |
Pan and other disreputable divinities of |
paganisin, whose characters won't bear |
too close serutiny - Tacitus himsell being |
vonsidered by some of las cotemporaries l
o lwrary prig., During the time of Taci- |
s, however, there flourished a0 theater |
i Boae, where was an actor samed |
Roscius, to whose tuition  posterity  owes
the sublime orations of Cicero, and which |
to=tday are read in our schools as models
of cloguence,  And now the satirizing,
k-
Is

sontimental, irreverent  literary blace

guard, Jean dacgues Rousseau,
called into  court o bwar teste- |
mony. | will accept Roussean if any |

credence can be  placed upon the state- |
ment of the biggest scamp that was ever |
nursed upon the lap of dissipation, wlose |
own confessions are ina literal transla- |
tion unfit for the pursual of any modest |
man or virtious  worian, \\lln. howoever, |
it must be granted, lived in an age when |
France was rotton to the core socially |
with an extravagant and profligate court, |
corruption secthing in chureh and  state,
Who can blame the theater then, which is
after all *the very age and body of time,™

It was tainted with a plague by which the |
whole land was infested and  which was |

only purified by the dreadfal conseguences |

of the French revolution. It must  be

remembered that Rousseau also flagel- |
lated hypoerisy, anud cant as none other |
sinee his time, and sinee he has been | L ]

brought forwurd in thas  matter against
plays and players, wherever he has ex-
pressed a sentiment against them, be hias

teachings of the churches. 1 do not ac-
cuse Payne of 'mi';'ﬂ(-‘ff‘in“ the thea-
ter; in fact this is rst time | have
heard him quoted in this connection.
the raverend gentleman will aceept Payne
as an authority on Biblieal matters 1 will
accept him in matters theatrical; but if
Payne is rejected on Seriptural nds
as a false teacher, I claim the privilege of
rejecting him also, as it is a logical con-
clusion.

s Falsus in uno, falsus in omnibus."

The Buckley referred to—at least this
particular Buckley-I'm unacquainted
with. I knew a 1 many clever boys of
the saime name in the *ould dart,” and if
informed of the particular parish he
adorned previous to his emigration 1
might be enabled to trace him.

Now | would ask the reveremd gentle-
man considering his evident dire experi-
ence and his familiarity with Payne,
Roussean, ete., why he dares, in the face
of statistics and the records of the daily
papers concerning his own ¢« alling, bramd
actors as imomoral 7 True, there are black
sheep in every flock, and the theatre may
have in its r.m a stray sheep of logwood
hue, but why should the theater amd the
profession at large be painted ebony for
one or two ntrugm:-ru. One might as well
say the church at large is infested and
the pulpits filled with wolves in sheeps’
clothing, because we read of some cleri-
cal fraud almost every day making an
excursion to Canada with his friend’s
wife and the Sunday school fundds as
agreeable adjunets to  his trip. It would
be the acme of absurdity to abuse the
church, or blame the good, holy and pious
men who are to be found in gll places
doing His work, following in 1‘lin foot-
steps, whose lives are devoted to
the welfare, spiritual and temporal of
poor erring  humanity,  because you
can  find  throughout the  peniten-
tiaries of the lamd  ex-preachers  of
of the gospel who have been found guilty
of playing every stop in the gamut of
erime. 1 don't know of any actors grac-
ing those abodes, but if any there be it is
not for robhing the widows and orphans.

“So, on the score of morality, 1 don't
think we ought to be vain on either side,”
There is, reverend siv, a very large man-
tle, a property of the dramatic fraternity,
and whatever their little shortcomings or
fuibles, 1 believe its folds are ample
enough to cover the entire guild and pos-
sibly a clipping off the tail might be
spared which could in all graciousness be
bestowed on you., This garment is called
Charity. Pray you, sir, cultivate it, and
instead of misspending your time over
Tacitus, Plato, Payne and Patrick Buck-
ley, devote more attention to studying,
#ay, for instance, the “Sermon on the
Mount.”

Why does the reverend gentleman stig-
matize “*She Stoops 1o Conguer,” “East
Lynne,"” and “Money" as being  immoral
plays? Wherein does their Tmluumlit,\'
exist?  Is it heeause they hold the mirror
up to natwre?  Is it because it shows  and
teaches in East Lynne there is retribution
sure to follow wrong-tdoing even in this
life?  Is it becanse in “*Money” the mask
of sham-friendships and the hollowness
of certain states of society is torn in
shreds and people held up for what they
are, and not what they seem®”  Is it he-
cause the stage holds up what is vile or
base in our natures, in its - manifold  lid-
cousness so as o carn our  disgust and
elaborates in its most attractive forms all
the virtues and all our better attributes so
that by the contrast of that which is bad
and that whieh is good the former is made
more revolting, the latter more alluring 19
the mind  of the spectator who leaves
the theater in innumerable  instances
duly impressed with the lesson imparted
to him, and, in a measare, a better man
for its reception,

The theater has had its chief support,
and has to-day, from all the brightest
minds in every land, The greatest preach-
ers in the land are foremost in their ad-
miration of the drama, and it was my
great pleasure recently to read an account
of an eloguent detense of the stage by the
Rev, Dr. Barrows, as an  mstitution al-
most illimitable inits power to do good
when properly direeted,

And now, in closing, I would draw the
attention of the reverend  gentleman to
these lines from Shakespoeare:

“STherefore they thomght o good yon hear o play

And frsime your simd to mivth wind werciment

“'I|I|'II|1I-.'|_I'.-.:4| thousand  huvems,  and lengthens
e’

dJonx Macvire, Actor,
Butte, May 13, 1890,

Try one of those Prince Cuban cigars.
Peckover has them.

EVANS OPERA HOUSE
Monday and Tuesday, May 19, 20

specind Engagement of the Famons il
Most Gifted Comedion Living,

MR. NAT C.

GOODWIN

Aided by H s Company of Players,

Monday Evening, May 19,

Will be presented his Gireatost Success,

+ R GOLD MIN€E, +

Tuesday Evening, Farewell Performance

THE NOMINEE.

A New American Polit leo-Society Comeds
Followed by Gooaw in's Groeat Specialty,

Lend Me Five Shillings.

Sents on sale ot Playter's Drag Store, Satur-
day, May 17,

EVANSOPERA HOUSE

TWO NIGHTS.
[(hursday and Friday, May 15,10

“I'WOULDN'T MiSS IT FOR NINE DOLLARS

he Comedians,

HALLEN & HART

Uneler the Management of Harry Rine,
I the Great Faree Comaedy Suceess

LATER ON. -

devoted whole chapters excoriating the | The Mexican Serenade. Sparkling Muste

backs of the hypoerites who then dis-

graced the church in assuming “the livery |

of heaven in which to serve the devil,”

And now enters Payne
read, being a Christian, I draw the line at
Payne.
had opinions on Chestianity which are
widely at varance with the orthodox

| Topical Sougs.,
Payne, | did not | " :

I have heard, however, that he |

"

Brilliant Marchies,
Exquisite Costiimaes,

Beautiful Dances,

Pretty Gilrls,

e Entrancing Gavolte
AND

THE GREAT COMPANY.

Bewls on sade ot Phister's Drog Store, Satug
day, May 10

FAIRCHILD, CORNISH & COMPANY,

Knowles Addition No. 1
Knowles Addition No. 2

 Eddy Addition,

SOLE AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF

1 Cehi;él A&&?ﬁon,
' Union Addition,

Daly Addition, |

Homevale Addition

¢————TO THE CITY OF—————

* MISSOULA +

Knowles Addition No. 1. -This is every foot inside

roperty, selling to-day 300 per cent. above what it

rought six months ago. Houses going up all over

the adaition ; a very few lots 50x130 feet left for
from $350 to $700 each.

Knowles Addition No. 2.—One-half mile to one mile
from the business center of Missoula; selling
rapidly; lots 50x130 feet from $100 to $250 per lot.

Daly Addition--Within 1!4 miles from center of busi-
ness; beautifully located; lots $75 to $100. Block
of 32 lots for $1,600. A SNAP.

Water mains and strect cars on the above prop-
erty this season.

Eddy Addition—Three-quarters of a mile from business
center; 328 lots (40 acres) in the addition. We will
sell this whole property (328 lots) in one body at
rates that will enable the purchaser to more than
double his money in six months.

Central Addition—Beautiful Location for homes: ‘lots
range from $50 to $80.

Homevale and Union—These additions are great
favorites with the public.

A very few blocks (24 lots) left which we can sell
at from $1,000 to $1,500 per block ; within 14 miles
from business center.

FAIRCHILD, CORNISH & CO.,

Roberts Block, Missoula.

. F. KIRBY.

SUCCESSOR TO BUTTE HARDWARE CO., ANACONDA, MON1

- ——

Dealer in all Kinds of Hardware, Tinware,
Glass and Queensware. Agent for

Jackson's Liquid Stove Polish, Hubbard Door
Bolt, Etruscon Coffee Pot.

MAIN ST., s &s » ANACONDA.

J. LALLY,

HOUSE»°SIGN
PRINTER.

116 Lower Main St., Butte.

Hardwood Finisher and Paper Hanger.

peater o YALL PAPER, VARNISHES »° PAINTS. | ™" WoRK rx“ Tk ru e, A"

J. L. HANMILTON,

Wholesale and retail dealer in

Staple and Fancy Groceries and Provisions

Good goods and low prices.

#SPECIRL EKTTENTION TO FAMILY TREDBE#*

Main Street, Anaconda, - - - - -

-  Opposite Opera House.

B. F. Mahan. George Linsley.

MAHAN & LINSLEY,
Real Estate and Mining Stock Brokers

OFFICE, COR. FIRST »* MAIN STS.
ANRCONDR, -~ =~ =~ =~ - BMONT.

Higgins
Western

MONTANA LUMBER
AND PRODUCE COMPANY

Bank
MISSOULA, MONT

il

—DEALERS IN—

Lumber, Lath, Shingles, Doors, Windows, and Mouldings

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN FLOUR.

Exchange Drawn on the
Principal Cities of
the United States
and Europe.
Interest Paid on Time Deposits.
Anaconda Livery Stable

D. G, BROWNELL, PROPRIETOR

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in

BAIN &

Buggies, Saddles and Horses
for Hire. :

Also proprietor of Passenger, e and Ex
press line, Con on made with
tralns.
OMcee and Stable First street, Anaconda,

Harness.

petition,

Company.

MITCHELL

of Peters’ and Morley Bros.’ Concord Harness.

#@™Call and look through our stock,

Hay, Grain, Feed, and Hard and Soft Coal.
We carry in Stock a Full Line of

Agents Continental Oil

STUDEBAKER and

o - Standard Buggies and Carriages— Do

And a full line of Road Carts of best makes. Garden City, Clipper and Chilled Plows, A full line
Smith, Worthingtor. & Co.'s Carriage, Buggy and Track
Saddles, Whips, Robes and Dusters, and everything pertaining to this.

It is complete in all the different lines, and we defy com-

J. T. CARROLL, Manager.

WAGONS§E

From QUAﬁTZ GEARS to light SPRING WAGONS. Also CLARK, PERRY,
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