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ATEN MEUHT OF HORROR

Scores of People Blown Into Atoms By Mys-
terious Explosions,

HEA

The Dark

t and Saddest Page In the History of This Common-

wealth—While Surrounding a Fire Near the Montana Cen-
tral lepot Many People Were Mowed Down Without a
Second's Warning—More Than Forty Dead Bodies Re-
covered—>Scenes Never Before Equalled In This Part of the
World for Heartrending Affliction—Cruel Dezds of Death—

It Came Like the Crack of Doom---Hundreds of
Hearts -Hospitals Filled With Wounded and Dying

Saddened
-The

Streets Crowded With Heartbroken Survivors.

BriTe, Jan 15~The most terrible
ecalamity in the Listory of Montana o=
curred this evening in this eity, filling
bundreds of homes with woe and placing
the entire city in mourning, The extent
of the awful catasirophe cannot be told to-
night and the full fores of the horror will
not be realized for many days.

At miduigit, to-night, with the owful
tragedy of two hiours ago, appearing like
a horrible dream. men aund women,
parents and children, husbands, relatives
and friends are running from one under-
taking room to another, and from one
hospital to another, in the drend fear of
finding some loved one who is missing.

With the fearful list of dead, the chief
horror is that comparatively few have
been identified and many bodies are so
mutilated that they will never be recog-
nized.

Some boedies are undoubtedly econ-
sumed ia the (lames, for at this bour the
sickening smell of burning flesh arises
from the ruins.

CALLED TO DEATH.

It was at 9:55 o’clock that the quiet eity
was slightly stirred by an alarm of fire
which ealled the city fire department to a
little fire near the warehouses between
the eity proper and South Butte, not far
from the Montana Central depat, The
fire did not promise to be an extensive
one., Probably 200 people had gathered
there to watch the fire when the fire deo-
partment arrived and proeeeded at once
to the work of extinguishing the fire.

LIKE THE CRACK OF DOOM.
It was 10:08 o'clock, suddenly a deafen-

ing explosion oceurred, which made every | i
building within five milea tremble and | *™"

which shook the eity of Butto to its foun-
dations,

From Walkervillo to South Butte and
from Meaderville to Rocker a frighted
people rushed from their houses, from
stores, from salaons, from hotels, to see a
voleano of fire extending hundreds of feet
into the air.

Except to those near hy there was no
further horror, save the dread conjecture
of what had exploded, how many might
be injured in that fearful second of time
and how many killed.

Windows all over Butte were shatterod.
Many plate glass fronts on Main street
and Broadway were demnlished and elear
up on the Anaconda nill even the windows
of the otfice were broken. DPeople several
blocks away from the explosion were
thrown to the ground,

THE AWFUT. HORROR.

If the explosion caused a dread and
terror to the peoplo miles away an.! safe
in their homes, who shall deseribe the
endless horrors of the scene ot the explo.
sion? How many indeed are theredeft
to tell the awful tale?

It is believed that in the first explosion,
which was the heaviest, only the flremen
were killed. Spectators of the fight with
the fire were thrown to the grouad and
temporarily stunned, but it is not be-
lieved many, if any citizens, were killed
in the first explosion.
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most equal in volume to the first, height-
ened the terror all over the city and
sproad death and desolation at the disas-
trous scene.

SCORES KILLED.

In this explosion scores of citizons were
killed and injured. Parts of bodies wero
huried seores of feet away.

One man near the Northern Pacifie
waler tank was almost siruek by the leg
and thigh of a human being, driven by
tho force of dynamite from the fearful
soone,

HEARTRENDING.

Tlrere were still heroes left to bLielp pull

| the shricking wounded and groaning dy-
| ing to

a distance. But the peonle up
town hesitated. There had been two ex-
plosions and there might Yo more. There
were rumors of car loads of powder in
the vicinity besides that stored in the
warehouses,

Five minutes later a third explosion did
come, but it was a mild one, and it is be-
lieved that very few, if any, were injured
in this.

BUTTE'S MOST AWFUL HOUR.

It had all oceurred in 15 minutes, the
maost horrible quarter of an hour in Butte's
history,

The horrible aspeet of the scene, after
the explosions, was beyond deseription.
Words eould give no idea of it. It pre-
sented more the appearance of a fleld of
battle than anything else.

The dead were strewn everywhere and
the cries and groans of the injured and
dying presented a scone altogether un-
earthly. .

Blood and brains were
Hero

spatiered all

werea legs and arms
scattered around, and there
were pieces of flesh and entrails. It was

sickening.
SICKENING.

Between the Northern Pacifle and the
Great Northern depots, a space of about
300 feet, the ground was literally covered
with parts of human bodies and with the
dead and injured. The scene was one of
utter and absolute destruction. The
houses in the vielnity were as thoroughly
wrecked as if a eyclone had passed
through them.

STACKS OF DEAD BODIES.

One of the rescuing corps gathered 27
dead bodies in one pile. Eizht were in
another. Two and three in other piles,

The rescuers pulled some of the bodies
out still quivering, remnants of human
beings still groaning, while legs and arms
had been torn off. Shapoeless trunks
quivered and died in the arms of the live
ing. =

One man says he picked up a head with
part of a shoulder attached to it just
thrown at his feet and bs fancied there
was a dying gasp. As long as he lives he
will never forget the frosen horror in the
eyes of the bodyiess head, made lurid by
the fearful flame.

DEATH'S PITILESS FURY.

The fire was spreading. Butte's fire
department was practically annibilated*
['lie hose cart was a wreck and the hook
ladder truck was turned on its side.
I'tie fear of more explosions kept prudent
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THE CALL TO DEATH.
Hox 72 *ant ths Fata: Suommons to Many
n Brave Man.

Bax 72 was the fatal call to the firemen,
the last call of death to most of them
Tho firemen found the flames coming out
through the sidewalls of either the Ken-
yon-Connell or the Butte Hardware com-
pany’s warehouses. There is some doubt

as to which building the fire started in, as |

they were both very close together, and
hoth are in ruins.

The firomen hesitated for o moment be-
fore going to work on the fire on account
of a remark dropped by a bystander that
there was powder in the building, but
they were assured a moment later that
there was no powder in the vieinity, and
the unfortunate boys then rushed to their
death.

The hose wagon erew consisted of Chief
Cameron, Assistant Chiel Sloane, Sam
Ash, Ed Sloane, Dave Moses, Dave Magee
and Jack Flanuery.

Magee was the driver, and remained
with the wagon about 40 yards away,
while Flannery was at the hydrant. The
hook and Iad ler was manned by George
Fifer and Pete Nalan of the regular paid
department, and William Orr, cue of the
volunteers.

DOOM.

Chief Cameron directed the attack an
the building and while some of the firemen
hauled a line of hose along, the others
started in to tear off the iron covering of
the building so that they ecould get at the
flames,

Just as they had suceceded in tearing
off a part of the covering and secured an
enirance the flrst explosion came. A
blinding sheet of flames forced the roof
from its fastenings and shot 100 feet
into the air, followed by a second
of dealdly silence, and then camo
the awful roar, carrying with it annihila-
tion to those who closely surrounded the
death trap and destruction on every hand,

The brave firemen, who had fearlessly
rushed in where they had reason to suse
pect thers was overwhelming danger,
were blown in all directions and buried
under the burning ruins.

HEROES MEET DEATH.

The hook and ladder truck, and Fifer
and Nolan ware blown 50 feet into the air
and torn into fragments. The horses
were both kiiled instantly. Orr, who had
jumped off the truck a moment before
the explosion, had a part of his jaw torn
away by aflying missile,and was knocked
senseless.

ALL BUT DAVE MOSES.

Of the firemen who were close up to
the building Dave Moses 12 the only one
who is thought to have escaped. The
others must have met instant and hors
rible death, and their bodies had not
been recovered at midnight. The hose
wagon was shattered and Dave Magee
was thrown almost directly under one of
the horses, which fact no doubt saved his
life, Both his legs wers broken and he
was badly ecut and bruised. Flannery
was at the hydrant some distance away
and escaped with a fow bruisea from
being knocked down by the concussion.

Ed Ogden, a volunteer flreman, was
just elimbing on to the hose wagon when
the erash came and was thrown to the
ground, sustaining a bad sealp wound,

Tom Durns, another volunteer, was be-
tween the wagon and the burning build-
ing, and his body was fllled with flying
picces of fron, while his fare was badly
powder burned. He was taken to the
Sisters’ hospital and his condition is
BETrious.

“Shorty” Carmichael, another volun-
teer, was close to the building and had a
VeTY Narrow escape.

Aftor the third explosion the Quariz
street brigade went to the seene and went
bravely to work, almost in the face of
death, for it was understood at that time
that there were three other cars of powder
close to the burning buildings whieh
seemed certain to explode,

TOLD BY AN EYE WITNESS,

J. R, Dution, an electrician, was one of
the eye witnesses to the first explosion.
He escaped with a broken arm, however,
and walked to Murray & Freund's hosgital,
where he was seen by n STANDARD reporter
He said: *'I was riding down on a street
car alung by the Garrison house, when I
saw the fire and saw a policeman turning
in the alarm. I got off

there. When tue department
they went to work on the west side of
the building, where the flre was the
flercest. Some one shouted that there
wss powder in the building, but it was de-
nied and the filremen kept at work,

“I stepped back a little way for fear
there mizhit be danger, and that is why 1
am alive. The firemen started in

they had just got an opening when the ex-
plesion eame.

“The sight was simply awful,
men were thrown in

Tho fire-
all direetions, and

the air was fllled with shricks and sereams |

which could be heard even in the rerit
roar. The next instant [ was knocked
down and was scnseless for several min-
utes.”’
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| rapidity with which they were brought in.
| INDESCRIBABLE AGONY,

Some of the late pauents received
waited with quiet and pitiful resignation
for their turn at the doctor’s hanids to
come, while the groans and moans of tho
others made the scone one of indeserib-
able agony.

BUTTE'S NOBLE WOMEXN.

The ladies of Butte were prompt with
their assistance and there was quickly o
large corps of lady assistanis at all of the
liospitals. Their only thoughts were to
tiinister to the wants of the mangled
| forms lying all arounid them and their
| nttentions were gratefully received.

SOME OF THE INJURED.

Murray & Freund’s bospital was
quickly fllled with torn and suffering
huraanity,

l McHale, n Montana Central brakeman,
died just after reachin: the hospital.

Joe Lavie had his abdomen torn out and
cannot live.

Oflicer John Steinborn had his lett log

ear. He will probably recover.

Henry Tiggerman had o bone sucking
through his chest and internal injuries
which will probably be fatal.

The names of seven or eight othor mon,
all badly hure, eould not bo learned.

There were 16 men in the Sisters' hos-
pital at miduight, One died just after
reaching the hospital.

0110 Floto, while assisting in earrying
off the dead and wounded, saw a flying
objeet passing by and upon investigation
found it to be a human head.

WILLED BY THE CONCUSSION.

Many of the killed contained no marks
or bruises, having been killed by the ter-
rifle concussion. Many wers seriously
injured by flying bricks, stones and
other debris, at a distance of several
blocks from the explosion,

THE AWFUL FORCE.

The concussion was felt for miles, and
many of the largest buildings, like the
Owsley block, the Lewisohn building and
othiers, rocked like eradles.

WOULD MAKE THE HEART BLEFED.

A woinan, whose name was nol aseers
tained, was so affected by the shock that
she gave premature birth to a child in
the street,

IMPOSSIBLE !

It was reported by some of the rescuing
corps that several human ghouls, while
pretending to assist in the work, went
through the elothin ine
jured and robbed them,

AS TO THE CAUSE,

Major 4. E. Dawson denies the states
ment that there was powder in any earon
the Great Northern tracks. A person who
witnessed the entire fire says the first ex-
plosion was from the Kenyon-Connell
Mercantile company’s buililing, the sec-
ond was a car of powder and the thirl was
from the Butte Hardware company's
warehouse, Major Dawson savs no powe.
der was on the tracks and has not been
for a long time.

WRECKED.

All the warehouses in that vicinily were
burned together with six wood racks. The
Great Northern [reigin depot
plete wreck. The passenger depot es-
capod with its windows being shattered.
Lvery window in the coaches and sleep-
ers of No. 23 was smashed.

Conductor Sankey was in the freight
office and was slightly injured.

THE WORK OF THE FIRE.

At 2:30 o'elock the fire bad about
burned itself out. The buildings de-
stroyed are the Butte Hardware ecom-
pany’s warehouse, the old abandoned
Schlitz Brewery building, the Kenyon-
Connell ecompany’s warehouse, the old
eleetrie light plant, the old Miller & Chap-
man warchouse, now cccupicd as a flour
and feed warchouse, and the warehouse of
the Parchen-D’"Acheul Drug eompanvy.
T'heoy were all burned to the ground and
thie financial loss is treme but at
this time it cannot be estin

of the dead and
!

s a come=

NARROW ESCAPES,

Alderman Charles Sehatzlein  and
Gearge Lapp had a remarkably narrow
escape. After the first explosion they
heroically started to  sea  whether
there wers any flremen ot the noze
zle, as it could not at onece be

told that the ecatastrophe was so frighi-

ful. They had neacly reached the point
for whieh they aimed when the second
explosion came. A hack saved their
lives, The horses were killed and the
| back shattered, but Mr. Schatzlein es.
caped with somo bad cuts on the hoead

nd Mr, Lapp escaped with a few bruises.

very button on Lapp's overcoat was
blown off and his clothes were torn, Mr,
Schatziein was taken home and his

wounds sewed up. He is not danger.

ously hurt.

LOANE's I' 50
| The Bloane finuly suffers perhaps the
worst of all. Jotn Sloane has both his
| lezs broken and both his sons were
| killed.
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they found a number of lin.bs and other
portions of human bodies. In
of a Northern Dacifie passenger coach an
arm was dangling, baving been to:n from
its socket, Pieces of skulls and brains
were lying about everyvwheors and were
goathered togother in a basket.
HIS THEEE COMPANIONS KILLED.

James Cassidy was standing with thres
others watehing the flre when the first
explosion occurred. His three compan=
ions were killed, but he eseaped without
injury, although the cancussion tore his
elothing to shredas.

LEVDEN'S ¥ARROW DALL

Chief of Police Loyden reached tha
scene right after tho first explosion. He
was in the act of wrapping his fur over-
coat aboit a dying man, whom he had just
pulled from the wreck, when the second
explosion came,
to strike him and burnel lus secalp and
most of the hair from his head. His in-
Juries are not considered dangerous.

Mavor Dugan and City Marshal Me-
Nicholls dul loyal service in directing the
work of rescuo and the marshal remained
at the {ire all night.

Dave Mugee, the driver of the hose
wagon, had a miraculous escape from in-
stant and horrible death, and strange to
relate his only injurios are a pair of badly
bruised legs, which 1t was at first thought
were broken,

His brother, William A. Magee, was
standing within 10 feet of him when the
acecident obecurred and the top of
his head was blown off and his
body badly mangled. Dave Mageo was
seen at his home on lower Arizona street
acouple of hours after the disaster, of
which he gave a graphic account.

WIIERE THE FIRE STARTED.

He says that the lire started in tho
Kenyou-Connell hardwaro warchonse and
that the first explosion took place in that
building and did great damage.
Nonwe of the firemen were Lurt by i, and
they attackod the butiding with renewed

a window

no

| vigor to be met au instant later by the

second explosion with us terribly fatal
results,  Mr. s the following
version of the appalling catastrophe:
DAVE MAGEE' S AWFLUL STORY.

“Aftor reacvhing the fire wa laid 1,000
feet of hose and Flannery sitayed at the
bydeant, 1deove up to the building with
the hose and then drove back from it
about 200 feat and stopped. A moment
later the first explosion occurred 1 the
buiding and the fames burst through tho
roofl, but no oue was hurt by this explo-
sion, Tho boys then wont back to the
building again, thinking that the danger
was all over.

“Jack Sloano eame over to the wagon
and got an axe, and started in to cut an
to the Building. My brother

Mageo g

apening

William got in the back of the wagon and |

advised me to drive [arther away for fear

of another explosion.

*1 told him there was nodanger and got
down to blanket thoe horses. 1 usually
get off on the side nearest ihe fire, but

this time the horses wore betwe
the fire, and it
for me that sueh was the ease.
“Just as 1 pulled the blankets
the wud spread one of

n me and

is exceodingly fortunate

down

fram seat them

out to throw it over the horse, the second |

explosion came. [ did not see anyihing
and only remember hearing the awlul
roar and being koocked down. When |
recovered o moment later I
found the partly top
of mo with the tongue across my breast,

wagon on

| and the ofl horse was lying right on top of

The blankeis had eaught fire; pieces
U arouwld me and

e,
of wood were burning o
1 was momenta ! and bewil-
dered. [ struggled to get loose, but was
unable to free myself.

tly echolg

BY THE sRIDE OF DEATH.

“People were sereaming all around me
and erying for belp and 1 could hardiy
heard.

make my voice After a
while & man came along  and
I begged him for God's sake to
help me  out. With his assistance
I manasged to get out from under the

that was pinniong me down and
to my feet. 1 limped aluong,
but was getting along slowly when a
couple of men came along and earried me
into the Garrison house and from there |
was brought home.

“The last [ saw of Jack Sloane ho was
pounding away at the door, and wh 1

weight

! saw Cameron last ho was taking the kinks

out of the  hose ween
the burming building.”
“All of the other bovs wer e elose behind
all killed.
Moses couid

the wagon and

Sloane and they wero certainly
1t is impossible that
have escaped,”™
Williarm Mages's body was found close
to the demolishicd hose wagon.
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covery is doubtful.
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WITH THE DEAD.

The Awfal Sight Wiinewed at the Un-
dartak ng Honees,

Never in all history was thers o rmore
horrible sight than the undertaking es-
tablishments presented at 4 o'cloek this
All are crowded with herribly
Hera is
1l in its

a heap of human shreds so frig
aspeet that the horrible sight is covered
with a shroud, Ower there is a bhalf head,
the ghastly top blown off, and a n nted
trunk below 1t. Hers is an armless and
legless trunk with the face disfigured bee
yond all possibulity of recognition.

Every corpse s disfigured and the com-

plete roll of death will not be
known for days, and may
never be known for in Butte's

population thera is so large a portion that
knows no home and that always runs to a
scene of excitement that some will never
be missed. Undoubtedly some perished
in the flames.

SOME OF THE DEAD.

There are 12 dead at the Butte Under-
taking rooms. Three are identified.

These are:

Mike MEADE.

WiLL SaiTH, eclared.

Gronrce WiLtox.

At the Montana Undertaking rooms
there are 10 dead, Thos identifled are

JACK Sroaxe, fireman.

GEORGE FIFER, fireman.

WiLniam MAGEE.

doux F. CHarres, s brother of County
Commissioner Dave Charles, balisved to
be identified beyond doubt.

Another body bas  receipt in n pocket
signed Foster.

At Sherman's undertaking rooms there
are 19 dead. Those identifled are;

CHARLES GUTTENRURG, an employe of
the Buite Hardware company. His folks
line in Osage, lowa.

C. E. TRaceEY, who worked for Elvers &
Mayo.

. W. ExcrLisH,

Frep KREMBACK, » policaman.

JaMEs ()'LEARY, o boy.

ALBERT GODDARD.
® body at Sherman’s numberad 15,
has a watch, chain and papers woich may
lead to identitication,

Another baly n
to be that of GuogGe GALBRALTIL.

No. 10 has in its pocket o uote book
whieh makes it possible that the body is
that of J. J. ExricaTr.

Now 11 has a watch ehain, two pocket
kn vos, keys and letters which wy lead
to identification.

No Eia believed to be the body of M-
Havw, a brakeman on the Montanas Coen-
tral.

No. %is believed to bo the body of Pro-
FEssOR R N,

Another body Is believed to be that of
Coxsaaya Banryvia.

1 be total of bodies at th
taking establishmonts is 41.
more dead than tihis.

AT LEAST FIFTY EILLED.

The total is Likely to be 52,
ronch more,

Among those undoubtedly
whose remans cannot be recoguized is
Fire Marshal Cameron, All thal has been
found of him is the cap of the heroic and
noble chief, a cap whieh when
fliled with blood, His remamns
unrecognizcable in one of the
ing ecstablishments and may
pletely anmibilated.

THE DEAD FIREMEN.

What is left of the fire department fur
nishes the following lhist of paid fireinen
killed

A. D, Cameroy, chief,

JACK SLOANE, assistant chief.

Davin MosEs.

GEORGE FIFER.

PETER MARLAND,

ED BLOANE.

A number of volu nteor firemen are also
believed to have been killed.

Dave Moses' bady s not identified, but
a boot attached to an unrecognizable
body s thoughit to be lus., Dave wasa
brother of Mrs. Abe Heyman.

OTHER VICTIMS,

Another man thought to be dead is Joo
B. Miuller. Miller was a you ng lawyer and
cameo here from Salmon City, ldabo, and
was sto pping at the Hotel Buite, He was
|_'\'u[unh}‘ atiracted to the scene oy the
fire, He has been here about & week eon
law conneciod with mining.
Miller was about 28 or I vears of age and
one armed. lewas married and has &
family living at Salmon Uity,
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MEASUAR=S Ox RELIEF.

Gensrous Hatie Wil Do Mer Best to
Heip the Afllicted

Measures for relief bave already beef

inaugnrated. No relief can reijeve the
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