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ABOUT TIlE CYCLEIIS
The First MoI~rn Wheel at the Cen-

tennial Exposition.

ATTRACTED LITTLE NOTICE

A Writer in the American "Wheel-
man" Describes the Crude

Machines of That Time -
Gossip for the Cranks.

A writer in the American Wheelirtan's
Issue of Jan. narrates entertainingly
the early history of niuderi whieeiing
from which the following story is ex-
tracted:

The first modern bicycle which ap-
peared in the U'nited States, of which
we have any very authentic knowledge,
was shown at the Centennial exhibi-
tion. It was a 488-inch Arile, a wheel
how long out of date, and attracted but
casual attention, standing as it did
among the many other strange and in-
teresting things which were seen in
Philadelphia In 1876.

But very little was heard of bicycles
in this country until along in the early
part of 1678, when in the "Sunbeams,"
as they were called, of the New York
Sun, various references were made to
the "Spider- Wheeled Velocipedes,"
which had been seen in lBoston. and a
little later advertisements appeared in
s mne of the metropolitan dailies, giving
an account of the machine which was
then being imported by Cunningham &
c'o., of Poston.

The wheel of 1878 was somewhat die-
cimoilar to that which w"e ride to-day.
It had solid forks to both wheels, par-
allel or cone bearings %-Inich solid
tires and not a suspicion of a ball
about it anywhere. On each side of
the front forks were toe-rests held fast
against the side of the fork by silt!
rubber bands, but which could be open-
'- by the pressure of the foot suflicient-
Iy to rest one's toes on thenm when
coasting.

Other features were direct action
spokes, each one with a thread upon its
outer surface sat the point where it cin-
tered the rim, so that it might be se-
cured by a lock nut; a perfectly
e'traight and very short handle bar:
two steps on the backbone up which
(cue climbed like a mionikey u p a lamp
lost when mounting the wheel, and a
toller brake upon the back wheel ope-
rated by means of a cord or leather
thong, running through guide I ''ps ill
the back-bone to the ha ndle harit, w~hi, h
had to be wound up in order to appiy
the brake. The weight of the machine
was in 'the neighborhood of 65 pounds.
nevertheless it was the delight of every

machinist's heart. There was not a
tieechanic among the many huzndr'ed'
Mi ho stopped us in our early rides to
examine the strange vehicle but went
into ecstacies over It hecaus,' it wasa, as
they put it, so "absolutely perfc~ct."

In these early days the public had
.variotus names for our wheels. U~sual-
ly, however, they were known as "them
things," but the most unkindest cut '.f
all was when a very respectable gotn
tieman met us on our return from an
a~fternoon ride, and asked us in a most
moetter-of-fact way what particular
brand of soap we were advertising.

In those days we occasionally ran
across a species of game known as the
"road hog," an animal once quite plen-
tiful, but now, owing to the closeness
with which it has been hunted by tip'
71. 4, W. and similar organizations, al-
mnost extinct.

Very early In the history of wheeling
an important decision concerning blcv-
cbes w am given, for custom purposes, by
the secretary of the treasury, which
has. ever been of the very greatest as-
sista~nce to cyclists in securing and
maintaining their rights. When the
first wheels were brought into thi`
eountry, there was consideraile dll'ou'-
F'ion as to how they should hie taxed 1'a
(luty, whether as machines, toys, plca-
nre carriages, or what. The 'eor"it,,'
of the treasury decided promptly tht.
they should be Class~ed as plea'ozre . ,-
riages. The importance of this deci'ia
can hardly be over-estiniat-i. for it
gave the bicycle a foothold n itch ha-!
never been shaken, ao~l entitlid it t
F~qual rights and priv'ileges, a' well
imposing upon it equal duties, wlith
every other carriage or vehcle used on
the public roads.
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