
NTERVIEW 1WITH THE 1CZAR
R. LOUIS KLOPSCH q•VES Af INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF

HIS RECEPTION BY NICHOLAS II.
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by electric lights arranged in the shapeof garlands of flowers in their naturalcolors; they may even get a glimpse of

the esar and his consort as they maketheir entry into Moscow or pass from

-se buildlng of the Kremlin into an-other, but of the coronation itself they
will see absolutely nothing, as any per-
son acquainted with Russian customs

might have told them. No amount of
gold, however lavishly spent, can se-
euro a place for an outsider in the Ca-
thedral of the Assumption, in which
the actual ceremony of the coronation

lakes place next Tuesday-and that,for the decisive reason that the old
temple is so small that it hardly af-

fords room enough for the active par-
ticipants in the coronation, the repre-
sentatives of the different classes and
peoples composing the Russlan nation,
nad the visiting princes and the ofimal

representatives of the" other rulers of
cations.

Even those who have made the jour-ney to Moscow must, therefore, rest
atisfied with the description of what

takes place in the cathedral on the
Nth; for this, happily, one need not

wailt for the reports of the 10 or 12 re-I
porters from the outside world that are
to be admitted. The dates and every-

thlag, even to the minutest details of
the oeremony, have been settled in ad-r•sse• and not the slightest deviation
grom the programme will be permitted.
hoe readers of this article have, in ef-

reet, a full and accurate report in ad-

HERALDS PROCLAIMING THE
. COMING EVENTS.

Early in the morning on May 3U, N4•ad 25. detachments of courtiers, cladin coats of gold cloth, white plumes
waving from their broad-rimmed hate,

mounted on gold cloth covered steeds,

le out of the five gates of the Kremlinwall. In parties of five or six, they
gallop off in all directions, stopping at

all the street crossings and marketplaces; the bugles rink out. the drums
sound and the populace hasten to the
spot. Then the court officials, parad-

Ing as medieval heralds, read the an-nouncement of the coming coronation
from a parchment written in old Sla-
v•nlc script with elaborately decorated
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their coronation carol, taken up by the
"40 times 40" churches of "white
walled" Moscow; this is the signal for
the clergy to assemble in the Cathe-
dral of the Assumption-a sball anti-
quated structure, built in the fifteenth
century.

Amid the Incessant rlnging et church
bells, the court, the imperial family.
the visiting princes and foreign envoys,
assemble in the large halls of the
Xremlln palace and follow the sover-
eign to the doors, where the proceesion
is formed. The imperial couple march
under a dias of gold cloth, richly deco-
rated with the Imperial arms-the two-
headed eagles-and finished with a
heavy bullion fringe and gold tassels.
This Ie held over their heads by court
chamberlains and generals of the army.
A raised and carpeted walk extends
from the doors of the palace through
the whole circuit that their majesties
have to travel. The large enclosure
within the walls of the Kremlin Is
black with the populace, and as soon
as he shows himself the tens of thou-
sands of spectators and the brilliantly
uniformed soldiers shout a mighty wel-
come to their ruler--a shout that
drowns the church bells and even the
cannon that are fired continually dur-
ing the solemn,march.

THE PROCESSION STARTS.
First in' the procession are the court

chamberlains, who carry the imperial
mantle on two gold cloth cushions and
the Imperial regalia. The train of the
emptess is carried by five ladles In
waiting; she wears a white satin dress
covered with gorgeous hand embrold-
ery In silver and gold thread and her
head is adorned with the regulation
"kokoshink," or diadem of velvet em-
broldered in precious stones.

The caar-a young man of 2$-Is
dressed in the uniform of a Russian
general and has the golden chain of St.
Andrew about his neck.

As the imperial couple enters the ca-
thedral by its southern door, they are
met by the metropolitans, the arch-
bishops and bishops, with the rest of
the clergy who are to officiate at the
coronation, In all wellnigh 200 priests.
As the imperial regalia are brought in,
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asetatives of the nobility, take tetir
places among them.. The throne plat-
form is in the very middle of the eq-
thedral, and rugs of the rarest kind,
mostly presents from eastern poten-
tates. cover the path from the throne to
the altar. On both sides of this path ex-
tend the two long rows of priests.
Representatives of the lower olesy 'of
the people-the merchants and the
peasants-are also present. These rep-
resentatives are stationed on the broad
elevation running along the three sides
of the cathedral. The ascent toward
the wall is very gradual, forming a
perfect amphitheater. The foremost
places are given to the embnhe•adrs,
special envoys and representatives of
foreign rulers. Envoys and deputies
who, however, according to their cas-
toms cannot enter the temple with
heads uncovered-this being a strict re-
quirement in a consecrated Russian
church-have a special platform erect-
ed for their use outside, and here take
their place such tributary rulers ad the
Ameer of Bukhara, the Khan of Khiva,
deputations of the peoples inhabiting
the Turkestan, the Transcaspean lands
and the Transcaucausus, as well as the
envoys of Turkey, Persia, Cores. China
and the other Asiatic countries. Even
so great a personage as LI Hung Cheag
takes his place on that outside plat-
form and sees nothing of the astial
coronation.

When everybody is In place the peal
of the church bells ceases and the eas-
vices begin. The eldest of the mnetro-
politans-a very old, whit-l
monk, wearing a golden mitre stud-ed
with a great number of precious stone,
ascends, supported by assistants, (h
steps leading up to the throne. t
csar and the esaritsa rise to theirt
and remain standing while the old pan
addresses a short speech to the em*
peror, ending it with a request that be
recite the creed aloud-so that all pres-
ent may hear and know that Nlchokls
II. follows the teachings of his church
to the letter.

In answer to the metropolitan solem
-

a
query: "What is your belief?" C'ar
Nicholas stands up erect and reoltes
the creed of the Eastern Cathollo
church in a voice distinctly hea l M
the remotest req•sses of the eath e *;
at the end of *tilo the metropoltas,
exclaims, addressing the csar: "?til
blessing of the Holy Ghost be Walp-
thee."

THE CORONATION PROPER.
After the reading of the Gospel, the

czar takes off the ordinary chain of the.
order of St. Andrew and calls on at-
tendant chamberlains for the imperial
mantle, "porphlra," and the diamond
chain of the order that goes with it.
The porphira is brought leeward by
the metropolitans and put on thb em-
peror's shoulders. It is mpade oraeld
cloth embroidered with the I
arms, is lined with snow-white e
and has clasps of large diamonds
in the shape of gri~ans.

The oldest metropolitan gives
csar his benediction: "In the nmK'ii
the Father and of the Bon and oft
Holy Ghost!" He then puts both.
pale, dried-up hands crosswise
reverently bent head of the
and recites two extremely
prayers, in which he suppi the.
king of kings to shower his lblealS
on the earthly ruler who prayal
bends his head before Him.

THE CZAR SELF-CROWNEDth
The prayers ended, the metropol

takes the crown and presents it to
esar, who himself places it upqe.~b$
head. while the metropolitan POW
nounces the benediction. This crown
formed of a circle that fits on the
and is thickly set with large dliq
and preclous stones of the ' ,
water: above these rise two gI d
set crosswise and surmounted MW ,
cross of diamonds that rests onr an eb
represented here by a ruby of
ful color and purity and larg•ftthanE'
pigeon's egg. The two parts Jotl.e4
the ruby symbolize the eastet'
western parts of the Russian
The crown represents the value of'i~
million dollars and contains no .eM
than .561 diamonds. Then the czar
takes the sceptre having the celebrated
Odloff diamond set in it, and the Omb
surmounted by the cross, the symbol i
the Empire of RIussia. while the mess
piolitan holds forth a speech, explaining
F:gnificance of the regalia.

t'ltOWNlN~ t lil4 CONSORT.
This terminates the coronation- ot the
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Live the Cast and His Consort ant the
Whole Imperial Family" arses from
the chorus; 101 guns are fired outside
while those preuent congratulate
Imperial couple. This is done by sib
ply bowing the head thrlee; en one
moves from his place except the mess.
bers of the imperial family, sad guests
of blood royal. who mount the throne
platform to present their oongratul-
tlons.

After this they also return to their
places and remain standlng; the sing-
ing of the choir ceases and silenoe per-
vades the sacred ediace. This is per-
hape the most impressive moment of
the ceremony. Nichols lays Jdown .t
sceptre and orb. but keeps the crown
on his bead. to acentuate the aot
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Having receved, the day previous, a
mmaton from the minester ofhe Interior that the then aoetrevlteh,

ow the Emperr Nicholas l. desired
Smeet the "comAltsehaers" ho wowreIlettng Rusls pon an enr of mercya conneton with the tChristan Her-

1" steamship leo, ladena with bread-

stue sad other spglpes for the rdst
oe the starvian peassatry. Dr. Talmase
Lad I were wsited on, one delghtful

o i s July. It, by Count Bobries-
hey. a warm persoal frtresd of the
preest ear. sad a mltatu attree o
thed euo We we etre down

the 3t sst t D t roadway of
t .e th ei rway statlou,
where " ei•eal trsi was so readiness
to Jhe to Peterhot. the summer re-
idease th Lper Ia family.

We hal reave iastruetioss as to
dra•e-tel dress sit, white tie and
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* twhe using that language."
, Afte shet 1 an hour Peterhot

was gsemed. At the station a com-
Ked sotodie In agailcent uni-
weg draws up to receive us. and

halt a dsesa gorgeous equipages, with
drivers sad footmen ia scarlet Ivry
ricbly imbroldered with the imnperial
es-t-t-arms. were ready to convey us

to the palace, where the party was ex-
peolte to leach. Every hundred yards
or so soldiers emerged from sentry
borsn, peeated arms and saluted us
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Weeped alams m lag pleqn gah Irted him, atd easuretd t I
steramed It ms estd pe L to be
thus honored. 5i that deep.
ly aprecnlate4 tsma te epiriL

preselon during our st. Navbag had
ha .cesediagly joy tie. I ee ldtWthfully repod that this hope had
already been fully realmed. Wt-te
branched off to the verytleast ad
frdeadly relations that ase l b.
tamie between Rusea sm UeII
tates, and he hoped that they We

ear continue I briardy related h*the
'hrtsttan people of Auhtabs had bben
Strred up by the reports of tae
rom the affected provisose. f tm
bow they had seat Meary UU* to
Mhe Christian Herald' I respapsr' It

lppeals published in that pmpedf 'sad
now that mosey had betes epededto
he purchase of flour aid other mate-
ale. The aesearawttoh-who by the
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on my return. to aseure the
people of his uatlign•e grztited,•
the oaoveesation lgged somewhat, be,
remembering the ieadly hipt wlilch
had reodived.I quiskig revtved t hq
telling him that I had enjoyed the hoar
or of meeting the anteo Of Gr bee,
aunt, It Athens.d te ntm• n M
name affected him very pleadan in-
deed. On my telling him that Pr. Ta.
maeg had also met her, he said to no,
halt Lnquiringly: "Dr. nto
great author-whih I prq -
iramed, asking t the same

privilege of seam htimn Dr.
latest book. To this he • :
shall be glad to reeslve 1i. an ter I
read it I will send It to the 1wo
Greece." Looktng out of the wt .,
r~parked on the beauty of the Idoton

id on the great width of the ilset *
water below.

S"Yes," he explained. 'that is thi Quit
of Finland. and all veDe 1tp d for

etersburg pass this way. ITi Le4
*ith her eargo, pased here the ote
day. You will write about tour visit
to Russia when you return' abss?" he
added.

"Yes, Indeed," I responded.
"I shall be glad to have you eand •e

some clipplns. in faoot anything you
may write about Rusrls."

Thanklng him for boUorin ms with
this request. and for thdo eig ul au-
dience which I had us tlO enl-lllt e-
joyed. I retired, a cerdial ges of the
hand having ended the Interview.

(Getlnt c ieet t"e tb. sim.

From the Chicgo Tribune.
Fifty divorces were granted into si

hours in Boston. Jealousy was the
cause In most instances, itut this is
carryinr ktelousy of Chicago too tar.


