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INTERVIEW W

ITH THE CZAR

DR. LOUIS KLOPSCH GIVES AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF

HIS RECEPTION

BY NICHOLAS 1.

(Copyright 188 by Batcheller, Johnson &

Batcheller.)

A considerable number of Amerjcans
galled for Europe this spring in fafl ex-
pectation of seeing the czar crowned,
Most of these good people are to-day
experlencing =ore dlsappolnntment
They may doubtless see the sfreet

pageanta the brilliant parade of troops, |

the wonderful lllumination of the city

barders in three colors. They also dis-
tribute printed coples to thé people,
who rush from all quarters, tumbling
over one another In their haste, but
few are able to secure a whole one. Of
this proclamation we print a reduced
| fac simile,
| PREPARING FOR THE CEREMONY,
Early on Tuesday morning, the bells

of the Kremlin churches will begin

the eldest metropolitan sprink)

with holy water; then hsp turn.:’:om ;&me
imperial family with a speech of wel-
come, during which they remain stand-
Ing; he then offers to them the crucifix
to be kissed and sprinkles holy water
on their bowed heads,

The entrance of the co :

temple Is effected to the &zlsirllzm o

sic of the Hundredth Psalm, depieting |

the acts of a wise ruler's adm -
tlon. From this point the uo:rl:‘.lt::l?n
and the Empress Alexandra have every
maove mapped out for them before d,
First they proceed to the doorg ngar.uhe
altar, and after kneeling before them
kiss the loons. Then they kneel before
the shrines of the Christian martyrs,
Peter and Jonas, whose relles répose
in the cathedral, and ascend short
steps leading to the platform on which
the ancestral thrones are prepared for
them while the members of the impe-
rial family, the courtters and repre-

the, throne and proceeds to share. his

imr Nicholas I1. resumes his séat on

new honors with his consort. The
| scene becomes very Impressive herg,
| Bummoned by a gesture, Craritza Alex-
andra Theodorovna—but a short time
ago the English Protestant

| Alice, favorite granddaughter of Queen
| Victoria, advances and kneels before
her  husband. Nicholas lays aside
sceptre and orb, takes off his e¢rown,
| and nfter just touching the emp !

b |

both sides of the doors of the altar;
then Cgaritza Alexandra advances, fol-
lowed by her own and hardly less im-
posing retinue of gentiemen and ladles
in waiting. .

As the ezar stands before the open
doors, the eldest mctropolitan brings
out a preclous vessel containing the
holy chrism with which to dunoint the
sovereign., This vessel is made of jas-
par, mounted in gold, and Is known to

| head with this, replaces It—the cere-
mony signifying that henceforth he
tshares with her all his cares and dig-
(nitien. Another smaller crown, and an
| imperial mantle—the exact counter-
r part of the czar's—are then put on the
| czaritza, and her husband invests her
with the insignia of the order of Bt.
Andrew.
CONGRATULATIONBE AND THE
GIVING OF THANKS.

In mighty chorus the hymn “Long

Nivworas o Czar or awe tie Russias

THE CREST OF THE ROMANOFFS
AS NOBLE MEN OF RUSH A

Czaritza ALEx

ANDRATHEODOROVAA

by electric lights arranged In the shape
of garlands of flowers In their natural
colors; they may even getl a glimpse of
the czar and his consort as they make
their entry into Moscow or pass from
one bullding of the Kremlin Into an-
other, but of the coronation itself they

will see absolutely nothing, as any per- |

son acquainted with Russian customs
might have told them. No amount of
gold, however lavishly spent, can se-

cure a place for an outsider in the Ca- |

thedral of the Assumption, In which
the actual ceremony of the onation
takes place next Tuesday—and that,
for the decisive reason that the old
temple is s0 small that it hardly af-
fords room enough for the active par-

ticipants in the coronation, the repre- |

sentatives of the different classes and
peoples composing the Russian natlon,
and the visiting princes and the official
representatives of the other rulers of
nations,

Even those who have made the jour-
ney to Moscow must, therefore, rest
satisfled with the description of what
takes place in the cathedral on
26th; for this, happlly, one need not
walt for the reports of the 10 or 12 re
porters from the outside world that are
to be admitted, The dates and ever
thing, even to the minutest detalls of
the ceremony, have been settled in ad-

vance, and not the slightest deviation |

from the programme will be permitted.

The readers of this article have, In ef-

fect, a full and accurate report In ad-
vance.

HERALDE PROCLAIMING

COMING EVENTS,

Early in the morning on May 23, 24

THE

and 256, detachments of courtlers, clad
in coats of gold cloth, white plumes
waving from thelr broad-rimmed hats,
mounted on gold cloth covered steeds,

file out of the five gates of the Kremlin

wall. In parties of flve or six, they
gallop off in all 4i tions, stopping at
all the street crossings and market
places; the bugles ring out, the drums

sound and the populace hasten to the
spot. Then the court officials, parad-
ing as medleval heralds, read the an-
nouncement of the coming coronation
from a4 parchment written in old Sla-
vonle seript with elaborately decorated

the |

| come

their coronation carol, taken m‘: by the
40 timea 40" churches of "“white
walled” Moscow; this Is the slgnal for
the clergy to assemble In the Cathe-
| dral of the Assumptlon—a small antl-
quated structure, bullt in the fifteenth
century.

| Amid the incessant ringing of church
| bells, the court, the imperial family,
the visiting princes and foreign envoys,
agsemble In the large halls of the
Kremlin palace and follow the sover-
e¢ign to the doors, where the procession
le formed. The imperial couple march
under a dias of gold cloth, richly deco-

| rated with the imperial arms—the two-
| headed eagles—and finished with a
heavy bulllon fringe and gold tassels.
This Is held over their heads by court

| chamberlainsg and generals of the army.

raised and carpeted walk extends
from the doors of the palace through
the whole clreult that their majesties
have to travel. The large enclosure
within the walls of the Kremlin Is
black with the populace, and as soon
as he shows himself the tens of thou-
sands ol spectators and the brilllantly
uniformed soldiers shout a mighty wel-
to their ruler—a shout that
drowns the church bells and even the
canpnon that are fired continually dur-
ing the selemn, march.

THE PROCESSION STARTS.

i Firat in the procession are the court
chamberiaine, who carry the imperial
mantle on two gold cloth cushions and
the imperial regalla, The train of the
empress i carrled by five ladles In
waliting; she wears a white satin dress
covered with gorgeous hand embrold-
ery in silver and gold thread and her
head is adorned with the regulation
"kokoshink,” or diadem of velvet em-
broldersed In preclous stones,

The czgar—a young man of 28—Is
\ dressed in the uniform of a Russlan
| general and has the golden chaln of 8t
Andrew about his neck,

As the imperial couple enters the ea-

sentatives of the nobility,
places among them.s

take thelr
The throme plat-
form is in the very middle of the ea-
thedral, and rugs of the rarest kind,
mostly presents from  eastern  poten-
tates, cover the path from the throne to
the altar. On both sldes of this path ex-
tend the two long rows of priests.
Representatives of the lower classes of
the people—the merchants and the
peasants—are also present, These rep-
resentatives are stationed on the broad
elevation running along the three sides
of the cathedral, The ascent toward
the wall is8 very gradual, forming a
perfect amphitheater, The foremost
places are given to the sambagsadors,
special envoys and representatives of
foreign rulers. Fnvoys and deputles

who, however, according to their cus-
toms cannot enter the temple with
heads uncoversd—this being a strict re-

quirement In a consecrated Russian
church—have a special platform erect-
ed for thelr use outside, and here take
thelr place such tributary rulers as the
Ameer of Bukhara, the Khan of Khiva,
deputations of the peoples Inhabliting
the Turkestan, the Transcaspean lands
and the Transcaucausus, as well as the
envoys of Turkey, Persia, Corea, China
and the other Asiatle countriez. Ewven
80 great a personage as Ll Hung Chang
takes his place on that outsids plat-
form and sees nothing of the actual
coronation,

When everybody is in place the peal
of the church bells ceases and the ser-
vices begin. The eldest of the metro-
politans—a very old, white-haired
monk, wearing a golden mitre studded
with a great number of precious stones,
ascends, supported by assistants, the
steps leading up to the throne, The
czar and the czaritza rise to their feet
and remain standing while the old man
addresses a short speech to the. em-
peror, ending it with a request that he

| recite the creed aloud—so that all pres-

|thm!ral by its southern door, they are |

met by the metropolitans,
bishops and bishops, with the rest of
the clergy who are to oficiate at the
coronation, In all wellnigh 200 priests,
As the imperinl regalia are brought in,

The Cathedral of the As

ymption Wi

the arch- |

ent may hear and know that Nicholas
11, follows the teachings of his church
to the letter.

In answer to the metroapolitan solemn

query: “What ls your bellef?" Cgar
Nicholas stands up erect and recites
the creed of the Eastern Catholie

church in a volee distinctly heard in
the remotest recesses of the eathedral:
at the end of Wwhich the metropolitan

exclaims, addressing the czar: *'The
blessing of the Holy Ghost be upen
thee.”

THE CORONATION PROPER.
After the reading of the Gospel, the
czar tnkes off the ordinary chain of the
order of 8t, Andrew and calls on at-
tendant chamberiains for the imperial
mantle, “porphira,” and the diamond
chain of the order that goes with It
The porphiran Is brought farward by
the meiropolitans and put on the em-
peror's shoulders, It is made of, gold
cloth embroldered with the imperial
arms, 18 lined with snow-white ermine
and has clasps of large diamonds se
in the shape of griffins. f
The oldest metropolitan gives the
cgar his benediction: “In the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost!” He then puts both his
pale, dried-up hands crosswise on the
reverently bent head of the meonarch
and recites two extremely touching
prayers, in which he supplicates the
King of kinga to showsr his blessings
on the earthly ruler who prayfully
bends hls head befors Him
THE CZAR SELF-CROWNED,

The prayers ended, the metropolitan
takes the crown and presents it to thé
who himself places it upon . his
while the metropolitan pros
inces the benedietion. “This crown s
formed of a circle that fits on the head
and is thickly set with large diamonds
and precious stones of the purest
water; above these rise two gold ars,
‘t crosswise and surmountsd by &
diamonds that rests on an orb
ited here by a ruby of wonder=
r and purity and larger than &

czar,

plgeon’s egg. The two parts jolned by
the ruby symb e the eastern and
o f the Russian Empits.

Tl paris
wnt

nts the value of one
and  contains no less
1s Th the czar
having the celebhrated
t in and the orb

while the metro-
h, explaining

d= forth a speech

| Whole Imperial

| imperial couple.

Live the Czar and His Consort and the
Family"” arises from
the chorue; 101 guns are fired outside
while those present congratulate the
This is done by sim-

ply bowing the head thrice; no one

, moves from his place except the mem-

bers of the imperial family, and guests
of blood royal, who mount the throne
r)ilntmrm to present thelr congratuls-
tions,

After this they also return to their
places and remain standing; the sing-
ing of the choir ceases and silence per-
vades the sacred edifice. This is per-
haps the most Impressive moment of
the ceremony. Nicholas lays Jown the
sceptre and orb, but keeps the crown
on his head, to accentuate the fact

have belonged to the Roman Emperor
Augustus Caesar; {{ was sent as a pres-
ent to the Russian Grand Duke Viadis
mir Monomachus by one of the Greek
emperors, just before the close of the
tenth century. The metropolitan takes
in his hand a little stick, and tmmers-
ing it In the chrism, annoints Nichelas
II. by tracing a cross on the latter's
forehead, on his nostrils, his ears, his
bared breast and on both sides of his
hands—each time uttering the words,
“The seal of the giftt of thea Holy
Ghost,” while another metropolitan
wipes off each annointed spot with n
plece of tissue paper that is forthwith
burned on the altar, The annointment
of the different parts of the czar's body
I meant to be the token of the grace of
the Holy Ghost that is to strengthen all
the faculties of the czar, to enable him
to bear the enormous responsibilities
devolving on him as the autocratic rul-
er of 129,177,000 human beings belonging
to over 70 different tribes and nation-

alities,

As Nicholas ithdraws, taking his
stand to the t of the altar, before
the Image of the savior, the czaritza

proaches and is also annointed; but
has the slgn of the cross traced on
forehead alone. Immediately after
this both take communion; she, in the
form in which all the lay people take
it; but the czar takes It as do the
priest. He I8 led to the altar, where
he kneels thrice before the exposed
host, and then administers communion
te himself with his own hands—first
the body, and then the blood of Christ.
This ia the only time in his life when
the czar is allowed to do this; for it is
to be remembered that the czar holds
no ecclesiastical rank in the church
whatever, any more than does Queen
Victoria in the Church of Englan®

A solemn thanksglving Te Beum fol-
lows; then the royal pair leave the ca-
thedral, emerging from the northern
door and proceed along the elevated
walk outside, in plain view of the hun-
dreds of thousands who throng the
gote enclosure of the Kremlin, First,

ley proceed to the Cathedral of the
Archangel, and thence to the Cathe-
dral of the Announctation, where they
pray for a little while at the blers of
former Russian rulers, of the patri-
mrchs of the church, and at the shrines
of several saints reposing within those
walls.

Nicholas IT. and the Empress Alex-
andra return to the large Kremlin pal-
ace by the historle "Red Porch” on
which they stop. Here both the caar
and the czaritza, standing on the red
carpeted stalrs, and bend thelr heads
low before the people—those In front,
and on the right and on the left—amid
the unceasing “hurrahs” of the assem-
bled populace. And that the people are
sincere in this profuse expression of
their joy at the event I8 open to no
doubt in the minds of such as have
any knowledge of the masses of the
Russian people,

DR. KELOPSCH MEETS THE CZAR.

Having recelved, the day previous, a
communication from the minister of
the interior that the then caesarevitch,
now the Emperor Nicholas IL., desired
to meet the “commissloners” who were
visiting Russia on an errand of mercy
in connectlon with *“The Christlan Her-

ald;" steamsehip Leo, laden with bread-

In it were

i
in dltary fashion. At the pﬂn 1t-
Self® veritable host or servahts sur-
rouded us, relieving us of coats, hats
andgloves before we entered the din-
qu‘é?;m' ;rwwe a bwnt!l‘hn luneh w:s

en, ; after which we. n
m?ﬂ w?mrﬂcu to be d.ﬂi-&f; a
smiler palace, then occupied by the
cagarevitch, There again a small
arry of servants were In ntgn%nnce.
boying obsequiously. An tendant
ledus and our escorts to the second
stay, where we walted ahout half an
bhor'in a sumptuously furnished -
me - before being summonéd intd the
presnce of the caesarevitch, In the
mentime an elderly gentleman of gen-
tle emeanor, wearing a dazziing uni-
forn, engaged me In conversation,
the gurse of which he expressed great
dellmt that his Imperial highness was
to hyve an opportunity of testing his
knovedge of the sh language,
and e hoped that I would have the
goodres to note carefully whether he
used | correctly,

Whis this conversation was in pro-
press . door leading to a lbrary
openedand another military man an-
nouncei that his imperial highness de-
sired togee Dr. Talmage. The reverend
gentlem.n was not slow in acceding to
the reqest and soon ppeared
through the opening. After another
wait of 20 minutes Dr. Talmage
emerged md the military gentleman
appearing again, announced that the
caesarevitan would now see Mr, Klop-
sch. My hart was in a flutter, but I

togbey the summons.

The room vas finisfied in hard wood,
furnished af the fashlon of & well-
to-do gentlemin's Ubrary, and was evi-
dently the we's work room.
. ‘a leather lounge,
a mahogany d some minor ple-
ces. The windeys overlooked the Guilf
of Finland. The caesarevitch, as I en-
tered, stood at tie desk. He seemed to
:)ehl.holuthn;ym tnt&n five tee:. lilx
nches In height, lﬂl-?j'. ntel-
ligent, frank m&lqhnu. "He 'wore a
mustache and was just then indulging
a month’'s growth of full . At-
tired In a semi- miltary white duck
tunie, to which was aktached the rich-
ly jeweled decoration «f the Order of
Viadimir, he made an allogether pleas-
ing impression; but, his ‘face lacked
character and strength, largely due,
no doubt, to his youthfulness. There
was nothing striking or eommanding
in his sappearance, and nc¢ one would
have suspected him to be the son of
the tall, broad-shouldered, sad-visaged
emperor of all the Russhs, whose
throne he was S0 soon to oceupy. He
extended his hand and cordially
grasped mine, smiling pleasartly, as I
greeted him, and assured him that I
esteemed it an exalted privilege to be
thus honored. He replied that he deep-
ly appreciated the commendable spirit
of our visit to Russla, 'and he hoped
that he would receive a favorable im-
pression during our stay. Having had
an exceedingly enjoyable time, I could
truthfully respond that his hopes had
already been fully realized. We then
branched off to the very pleasant and
friendly relations that had always ob-
tained between Russian and the United
States, and he hoped that they would
long continue. I briefly related how the
Christlan people of America had been
stirred up by the reports of famine
from the affected provinces of Russia,
how they had sent nearly 360,000 to
The Christlan Herald in response to
appeals published in that paper, and
how that money had been expended in
the purchase of flour and other mate-
rlal. The caesarevitch—who by the
way was president of the Russian Na-
tional Rellef committee—was greatly

The Kremlin From the Outside.

that it is a czar who is prostrated be-
fore the Almighty; and, kneeling on the
platform, his face turned toward theé
altar, he recites aloud a prayer in
which, lke King Solomon of old, he
begs the Lord to invest him with wis-
dom so as to understand the will of
God and carry it ofit in his rule.

His prayer ended, Cgar Nicholas re-
sumes his seat on the throne (the sym-
bol of his terrestrial elevation abqve
all men) while the old metropolitan
kneels in turn, all the Russians in the
church doing likewise, and makes
a long and earnest supplication to God
to watch over the monarch and invest
him with all the qualities needful to a
righteous ruler of men This same
prayer 18 to be read in all the churches
of the realm on the same day, and in
nll Russian churches, including those
Intely established in New York, Chi-
cago, Scranton, Minneapolis, Alle-
ghany, Bridgeport and other American
cities.

Then the solemn Liturgy of the Rus-
sian church begins, the czar standing
with his crown taken off, in token of

his humility before the high pres-
enoe.
THE ANNOINTMENT OF NICHO-

LAS AND HI8 CONSORT.
Toward the end of the Liturgy, just
pefore the communion is administersd,

% the symbaol of |
| monies, the court marshals,

| ehamberlains,

two of the officiating bishops summon
the czar to the middie doors leading to
the altar. First unbuckling his sword
and handing it over to one of his cham-

| beriains, but retaining his long. trail-

ing mantle, the czar advances, p;‘t-red-
sllowed by the masters of cere-
. e the various

gentlemen in  walting
and other functionaries, dressed in uni-
forms of the utmost splendor.

The courtiers range

stuffs and other supplies for the rddief

and 1 were walted on, one delightful
day in July, 1882, by Count Bobrins-
koy, a warm personal friend of the
present czar, and a military attache of
the emperor. We were driven down
the Nevsky Prospect—the Broadway of
St. Petersburg—to the rallway station,
where a special train was in readiness
to take ps to Peterhof, the summer res-
idence of the imperial family.

We had received instructions as to
dress—full dress sult, white tie and
white gloves, the right hand ungloved
—and thus attired and full of delight-
ful anticipations, we were whirled
along through a charming couniry—
Count Bobrinskoy meanwhile making

American affairs as specially enlisted
his interest.

“You will
quite a retiring disposition.” sald he,
thanging the subject, “and should
there be a lull
please do not construe it as a hint that
the audience is ended. The cacsare-
vitch I8 greatly interested In your
country and its Institutions, and you
will ind him a good listaner; but he
mistrusts his knowledge of English

liberate when using that language.”
After about half an hour Peterhof
was reached. At the station a com-

themselves on | boxes, presented arms and sajuted
i

pany of soldiers In magnificent unl-
! form were drawn up to receive us, and
| half a domen gorgeous equipages, with
| drivers and footmen in scarlet Hvegry
| richly embroidersd with the llnI-\-r‘.ll
| poat-of-arms, were ready to convey us
| to the palace, where the party was ox-
| pected to lunch. Every hundred yards
or so  soldiers emerged from

¥
us

innumerable inquiries In regard to such |

! Interested and pleased, and begged me,
of the starving peasantry, Dr, Talmage | on my return, to assure the American

people of his unfelgned gratitude, Then
the conversation lagged somewhat, but
remembering the friendly hint which I
had received, I guickly revived it by
telling him that I had enjoyed the hon-
or of mesting the Queen of Greece, his
aunt, at Athens, and the mention of her
name affected him very pleasantly In-
deed. On my telling him that Dr. Tal-
mage had also met her, he said to me,
half inquiringly: “Dr. Talmage Is &
grent author—which 1 promptly af-
firmed, asking at the same fime the
privilege of sending him Dr. Talmage's
latest book. To this he replied; “I
shall be glad to receive it, and after I
read 1t 1 will send it te the Queen of
Greece.” Looking out of the window, I
remarked on the beauty of the location

' and on the great width of the sheet of

find the caesarevitch of |

in the conversation, |

water below.

“Yes,"” he explained, ‘t*hat (s the Gult
of Finland, and all vessels bound for
Petersburg pass this way. The Leo,

! with her cargo, passed here the other

somewhat, and is therefore a little de- |

You will write about your visit

day.
ussia when you return home?” he

to
added.

“Yes, Indeed,” I responded.

“1 shall be glad to have you send me
some clippings, in fact anything you
may write about Russia.”

Thanking him for honoring me with

this request, and for the delightful au-
dience w h 1 bad so thoroughly en-
joyed, 1 retired. a cerdlal grasp of the
hand having ended the interview.
Getting (1osr 10 (4 Hesard.
lcago Tribun
4 were granted In six
n Jealousy was the
most instances, but this is

jealousy of Chicago too far.
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