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'Seventh Annual Session of the
National Pederation.

'LIVE QUESTIONS TREATED

President Gompers Annual Address—A

Larsa Incraasa in  Mambership.

Strikes Hava Baen for Higher
Wages and Lees Hours,

ville, Tenn., Dee. 14.--The Nae
Federation of Labor began s
th annual session in this city
th an attendance of more tham
tes  from  different states.
r I nt Gompers presided. After tha
meeting  had been called to ordes
| Wihilam Almison of the loeal typo=
| zraphical unicn delivered an address of
teome,  President Gompers responded
and read annual address. He sald:
“With two exceptions all onr affillated
ienal uniong report a large }ncmsn
al uniona and in mem
is an Increase of about SI.M-'
members in the orzanizations afiliated.
~ | It has been the constant alm to orgaf=
ize our fellow workers engaged in un-
skilled labor. With the Invention of
new machinery and the application of
new forces the division and subdivision
of labor, many workers who have beens
employed at skilled trades find them-
' selves with thelr occupation gone and
... which they have devoted a long term
| of years to acquire, Thus the artisan of
yesterday Is the unskilled laborer of to-
lay. It ia a source of gratification to
report that within the past year a very
large number of federated labor unions
for unskilled workers had been organ-
ized and from them a much larges
number of trade unions.
“There have been quite & number of
| estrikes within the past yvear, but the
| change in the causes which have pro=
duced them are worthy of ngte. The
strikes of this year, with few excep=
tions, have been for higher wages,
shorter hours and recognition of saions,
CApplause), Our organizations report
with gratifying unanimity the very
large number of successes pecured, the
wivantages gained and the growth and
extension of the power of organization
| enjoyed. The movement to reduce the
hours of labor is always cne which
commands the first attention of or=
ganized labor. We hald that no condi=-
tion is satisfactory nor solution eim=
plete which. falls to eliminate the curss
wnd the degrading influence of non-en=
ployment and so long as this evil shall
be with us, our best efforts will be eon-
centrated to the reduti®i™of the hours
of labor of all, until the desired end tl
attalned.
“The estahlishment of a postal savs
ings bank system, algo a postal tele-
graph. long since demanded DY orgap-
ized labor, seems no nearer dccomplish-
ment than at any previous time. 1t is
submitted whether It would not be bet-
| ter to modify our position in so far as
to impose no objection to the passaga
of a law providing for compulsory &rbi-
tration In disputes of organized em-
ployes of mailroads and railroad compa=
nies and of giving award by sdch law-
ful arbitrators., but we should hesitate
to give our indorsement to any legisia-
tion, state or national, empowsring the
compulsory enforcement of awari and
the enforcement of & conlract to la-
bor.
“There should be no eguivocation as
to our position on any question, muoeh
less one of such importance as immi-
gration,
“Reeently one of the branches of the
federal courts declded by & majority
vote that the boyeott is lllegal. The
suggestion is made that upon any letter
or circular lasued upon soch & matter
of this character after stating the name
of the firm and the grievances com-
plained of, the words '"We have béem
enjoined by the courts from boyeotting
this firm," could be added.
“We not only demand the right of
trial hy jury for any offense charged,™
Mr. tGiompers says. “but aiso that wa
as workors and citizéns shall not ba
restrained in the exercise of our law=
ful and natural rights. Courts cannot
tesue injunctions  restraining persons
from committing erimes and should not
when there is another complete remedyl
at lew
“It is but just that the workers Inglst
upon being regarded as equals befora
the law and that in their activity to
prevent an infringement  upon  thefe
tights, and their hopes and struggles to
maintain their manhood, extra jodicial
procesdings should not lie against theny
#% is now the ¢ by the use, or, mora
| properiy stated, abuse of the powers of
| the courts in the issuance of writs of
injuncti s
i O th
| PETS says

r massacre, Mr. Gom-
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n humanity, cry ouagt
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great a wrong be inflict«
of our people.”
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