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ri.K Kock, Ark., Dec. 13.—About 8 a. 
Llay the two-story brick livery stable 
led bv Gillis, corner Scott and Elm 
|i. was discovered in flames ami in a few 

despite the efforts of the fire depart- 
lowing to the inflammable character of 
biilents, was wholly destroyed. The 
[communicated to the cotton compress 
|ing it which was also destroyed. The 

of Gillis were asleep in the second 
land the only safe avenue of escape 
1 cut off when they were aroused, Mr. 
land wife dropped their children out of 
low to the ground below on Scott street, 
fife was suffocated by the smoke and 
[back she was burned to death. Gillis 
I from the window and was picked up 
unconscious condition from injuries 

■the head. It is thought he inhaled the 
I and is fatally injured. Both children 
merely injured. About ten horses and 

|l carriages and buggies were destroyed.
one hundred bales of cotton burned 

|coiupress. Loss, $10,000 on stable and 
Compress injured to the extent ot 
Ten thousand dollars insurance on 

|rned cotton. A fireman named Brown, 
Urqueliarl Hose Company, was 

lously hurt from falling down the outer 
lay ol the Odd Fellows’ building to es- 
lie falling ruins.
limits, Dec. 14.—Rev. George White, 

of Calvary Episcopal Church, was 
In this morning with paralysis while 
|sing a Sunday school class. He was 
eil to bis residence oil a Utter. His 

lion is extremely critical. He is S2 
pld and universally respected,

msros, Dec. 13.—The prisoners are on 
f ay here and are expected to reaeli the 

to-morrow. Ouray leaves in the 
lig for the eamp of Jack and Colurow 
Inge for certain Indians to accompany 
Immission to Washington. Secretary 
listo be congratulated on the success 

I policy.
I Khancisco, Dec. 18.—The testimony 
matter of the opposition of John H.

I to the allowance of the Executor’s ac- 
lin the estate of W.S. O’Brien, deceased,
I that oil July 19th, 1878, James G. Fair 
ased of the estate 07,14:1 shares of stock, 
ling of California, Consolidated Vir- 
lYeilow Jacket and Opliir, for $629,012, 
Image market value of the same being 
I,Util. The great difference in the sell- 
|d market value is accounted for by the 

on the ground that so large.an 
lit of stock could not have hem sold at 
] rates at public sale, and any attemp’ to 
vould have smashed the market. T'lit 

I value of the stock of the 1’, ici tie Mill 
Company, Pacific-Wood, Lumber 

flume Company, Cheiokee Company, 
|itrobe Tunnel, also purchased by Fair, 

lie ascertained, as these stocks are 
I almost exclusively by Flood, Mackey 
iir, and not sold in open market, 
Fair bought them id’ the estate below 

te set by the Appraisers.
Dux, O., Dec. 14.—The jury to-day 

Gustave Ober guilty of murder in llie 
egree. John Wliatlmmigh, ot Pliila- 

was tlie murdered man, and the 
was committeed by Ober and George 

I, in June la£l, near Alliance, Ohio.
■ was tried first., and was found guilty 

Irdei in the first degree.

II'sta, Mo., Dec. 14.—Another petition 
j for an investigation of the charges that 
Iction returns have been tampared with. 
Int from Portland yesterday to the Gov- 
fiuU Council. The list of names em- 

many of the most prominent and 
flushed citizens of Portland, including 

Lot M. Merrill, Sydney Perhaiu and 
“ Washburne jr.

I Louis, Dec. 14.—The Republican's 
from Houston, Texas, says that the 

lie Grand Lodge of that State yesterday 
fed the action of Waxaliatchie Lodge in 
Jug the Rev. W. G. Yeal, a well known 
er of the gospel, lor attempting to se­
lls. E. G. Griffin, of Waxaliatchie, the 
M a brother Mason. This decision 
plly expels Veal from the Masonic Ur-

reported* here that. the U. S. Circuit 
|at Topeka, Kansas, yesterday set aside 
je of the Kunsas Pacific Railway to Jay 
> and refused to order another sale.

f'ltiNOTO.v, Dee. 13.—In the suit of Mrs.
’ • Oliver against Simon Cameron for 

|es lor breach of promise of marriage, 
lm  granted the motion of plaintilf that 
ppeal from the verdict in favor of the 
lam be heard without requiring lip) to 
|records of the case set down for the 
ry term. Counsel for dufaudant inti 
that there was some unseen influenci 

I secured the payment of tlie plaintilf’s

[House committee on Indian Affairs had 
meeting this morning and reviewed 

wde Indian question, especially as to 
lliall be done with the Utes in Colorado. 
Vuate joint resolution, iutioduced by 
|f Colorado, was amended in several 
nit particulars and finally adopted by 

[niniitte for report to tlie House with 
Herniation for its passage in tile follow­
e d  terms :
Iced, That, the Secretary of the Bite 
mid lie is hereby authorized and ein- 

ßd through a commission of five poisons 
»pointed by the President, or by direct 
tiou as lie may deem hqst, to enter 
n agreement with such of the Ute In­
in Colorado as have not, by acts of 
ly against the United States or other- 
forfeited their rights under existing 

for the extinguishment of their title 
inch of their reservation in said State

as may he deemed necessary i n the judgement 
of said committee or of the Secretary of the 
Interior for their removal and settlement in 
some rtlier suitable place in the State of Col­
orado, provided that said commission or Sec­
retary of the Interior in any agreement made 
\\ ith said tribe of Ute Indians for the cession 
of any part of their reservation in Colorado, 
shall obtain, before said cession shall be 
the consent of said Ute tribe of Indians as 
provided in section sixteen of the treaty made 
at Washington on the second of March, 1868, 
between the government of the United States 
and said Ute tribe of Indians ; and provided, 
that, no agreement made with said tribe of 
Indians shall he valid unless agreed to by 
three-fourtlis ot the adult male Indians, who 
have not forfeited their treaty rights as afore­
said^ occupying or interested in the same; 
provided Congress shall confirm said cession, 
and tlie Secretary of the Interior shall report 
his proceedings under this resolution to Con- 
gtoss for its consideration and approval. The 
expense of such negotiation is to he paid by 
the United States, for which purpose $10,000 
or as much thereof as may.be necessary is 
hereby appropriated.

7 he committee instructed the chairman to 
report favorably lho resolution of Représen­
tât ives Scales and Bedford.

The special committee of the National 
Board of Trade had a conference with tlie 
executive committee of the National Board 
ot Health and expressed themselves in entire 
accord with the Board of Health on the mat­
ter of quarantine. They were also gratified 
to know that tlie systems of quarantine pro­
posed by the Board of Ilealt.h would cause 
slight if any Interference with the commercial 
interests of the country.

N ew Orleans, Dec. 1.7.—Congressman 
Harris received a dispatch saying the full 
returns of the recent State election show a 
Democratic majority of over 30,001). 'flic 
Democrats have elected 81 members of the 
Senate and 70 members et the House, while 
tlie Republicans have only 5 Senators and 17 
members of the House. The official returns 
are certain to give tlie Democrats over 80 
majority in the Legislature on joint ballot.

Senator Kellogg, in commenting on this 
news, says : -‘If any evidence was needed to 
convince impartial judges that frauds of a 
gross character were perpetrated ami intimi­
dation resorted to in country parishes to 
prevent negroes from voting, the returns 
furnish it, and the result tells its own story.”

Chicago, Dec. 17.—The Journal's Wash­
ington correspondent regards it certain that 
the Republican National Convention will he 
held at Chicago, as there seems little organ­
ized opposition among the members of the 
national committee. Tlie prominent candi­
dates for tlie chairmanship arc Don Cameron, 
W. E. Chandler, W. 1’. Frye, and ex-Cou- 
gressinan Piatt, with the chances largely in 
favor of Cameron.

The talk among Maine politicians here is, 
that if Gov. Garcelon attempts to carry out his 
■revolutionary system tlie Republican mem­
bers of tlie Legislature will refuse to recog­
nize such action as constitutional, and they 
will meet and proceed to organize a Legisla 
turc and recognizing such Republicans as may 
he denied their certificates by the Governor.

The military officers are predicting that the 
Ute Indian chiefs who participated in the 
massacre-at the White River Agency, Colo­
rado, will not be given up, and consequently 
an Indian war with the Utes is an absolute 
certainty.

New Yobk, Dec. 17.—The Tribune in an 
editorial in reference lo a letter on the Indian 
problem, asks how we expect tlie Utes to re­
main at peace when the only answer to their ! 
cries for bread, or to their demand for a j 
chance at life, has been an official declaration 
of the Secretary of tlie Interior that they have 
“ no just cause for complaint.”

P a r is , Dec. 13.—The Tem})s asserts that 
the Ministry will avail themselves of the 
retirement of LeRoÿer from the Ministry of 
Justice lo reconstitute a Cabinet to their own 
notion. In tlie reorganization Waddington 
will only retain tlie Foreign Portfolio. The 
choice for Premier lies between Leon Say, 
Minister of FI nance, and DoFreycinct, Min­
ister of Public Works. If DeFreycinet ac­
cepts the leadership lie will have complete 
freedom of aciion in choosing his colleagues, 
and when the Cabinet is formed lie will, with 
them, determine upon tlie programme.

London, Dec. 11.—General Roberts tele­
graphed from Cabul, under date of the 13th 
hist., that the enemy have been defeated on 
all sides, but that notwithstanding their heavy 
losses, parties of Afghans still remain in tlie 
neighborhood. General Roberts announced 
his intention to attack on the 14th inst. unless 
these parties disperse. The total English loss 
during three days’ fighting is 43 killed, in­
cluding 0 officers," and 76 wounded, of whom 
10 are officers.

Several large land agitation meetings were 
held in tlie West of Ireland to-day. The 
meeting at Balliua was presided over by a 
Catholic clergyman. A corps of policemen 
surrounded the place of meeting. Among 
the speakers were several Catholic clergymen. 
Government reportera were present taking 
notes of the speeches. Browne, in his address, 
stated some of the causes of distress ill Ire­
land to be competition, American produce 
and bad seasons at home. All of the speakers 
advocated the peasant proprietary system, a 
resolution in favor of which was adopted.

Another meeting was held at Carrick-on- 
Slmnnon. Darin, Daly, Killen and Brennan, 
the recently released prisoners, were present.

The grand jury at Carrick-on-Shannon have 
returned a true bill against Brennan.

Boston, Dec. 15.—Dispatches from Augus­
ta, Maine, assert that a count lias been made 
by I he Governor and Council of the election 
return, which will result in delivering certifi­
cates to-morrow to a sufficient number of 
Democrats to give that party a majority in 
both branches of the Legislature. The dis­
patches assert that there is great feeling 
among the Republicans owing to this condi­
tion of affairs.

The Adeertiser’s special from Augusta says 
that a Republican majority In both branches 
ot the Legislature has been counted out. 
The Republican members have been counted 
down from 90 to 58, and the Democrats 
counted up from 61 lo 78. It is claimed that 
this was done on technicalities and informali­
ties of Ilie returns. The Senate under the 
count, will have, a Democratic majority of 
nin e, there being under the count 20 Demo­
cratic Sei atom und II Republicans. The 
Govci nor and Council count oat three Sena­
tors-from Cumberland, one each from York, 
Lincoln and Washington, and two from An­
droscoggin. The Democrats will have a 
majority large enough in the House to give a 
quorum if none of the Republicans should 
appear and take their seats. They have

thrown out tlie Republican Representatives 
froni Fortland, Bath, Saco, Rockland and 
Lewiston, and other towns enough to make 
vacancies in fourteen Representative districts.

Portland, Me., Dec. 15— A special to the 
Argus (Dem ) says that the Council have not 
completed the canvass, a few districts remain 
unsettled. It is expected that the result will 
be reached hv Wednesday. Democratic re­
turns as well as Republican have been thrown 
out. It is thought I hat. the House will he 77 
fusion and 62 Republicans with 12 vacancies, 
and the Senate 16 fusion and 12 Republicans.

Washington, Dec. 15.—Senator Sanders 
has received a letter from an ex-Goveruor of 
Oregon saying that they want a quarter of a 
million of colored people in Oregon, and will 
oil'er every inducement for immigrants of that 
class, as they prefer them to the Chinese. 
Sanders is urged to use his influence to en­
courage an exodus of Southern negroes to 
that State.

Washington, Dec. 15.—The District Su­
preme Court, at the general term took up to­
day the case of the lottery agent against 
Postmaster-General Key, in"which the com­
plainant seeks an injunction to resirain the 
enforcement of tlie recent order of the Post- 
office Department forbidding the delivery to 
him of mail matter, postal orders and regis­
tered letters. Counsel for the respondent 
filed a demurrer setting forth that no affirma­
tive allegation asking for relief had been 
made as in equity liiere should have been;
I hat no private letters have been withheld; 
that respondent is improperly sued as a citi­
zen of Tennessee ; that tlie Postmaster-Gen­
eral has the rightful custody of the mails, and 
that the letters said to have been withheld 
are letters pertaining to lottery business.

There was some discussion as to whether 
the argument should proceed on tlie demurrer 
or on tlie hill. Chief Justice Carter said lie 
hail no doubt that the demurrer should be 
heard first in the -natural order of argument. 
Judge Ray then proceeded with his argument 
upon the demurier, maintaining that the 
President alone was resposihle for the official 
action of bis executive officers, and that tlie 
proceedings should he against him and not 
against the head of the Department. That 
the hill could not, properly he brought against 
the Postmaster-General as a ei .izen of Ten­
nessee ; that the Court had no jurisdiction 
and no power Io issue tlie injunction prayed 
for, and t hat l he Poatu.asl er-Genei al. under 
the statutes establishing tlie registered let ter 
system, had full power to take the course lie 
liad.

Senator Carpenter, in behalf of the com­
plainant, argued that the Postmaster-General 
represented the President only in the exercise 
of discret ionary executive power ; the present 
case is one in which the President could not 
act. This Court, Senator Carpenter said, is 
called upon lo say whether Congress can 
authorize tlie Postmaster-General to try per­
sons for sending improper matter by mail, to 
cut him olffiom  the benefits of the postal 
service if he (the P. M.-General) considers 
him guilty, and then to tell the condemned 
individual that he has no right to come into 
a com t of equity and have justice done him. 
The argument will he continued to-morrow.

Washington, Dee. 15.—The following 
telegram was received by Secretary Schurz 
this afternoon :

Los 1’inos, Dec. 15.—Ouray has left for 
the bands of White River Utes to assist in 
bringing in the Indians demanded. It is now 
as certain that the Indians will he surrendered 
as that any arrangement can he relied upon 
with the Indians. The Indians left for Den­
ver yesterday. (Signed) Hatch,

Commissioner.
Washington, Dec. 15.—To-night in con­

versation with a Tribune correspondent re­
specting tlie anli-polygamy law and hills on 
that, subject introduced in tlie House to-day 
by Willis, Delegate Cannon, of Utah, said lie 
does not believe that those laws can ever be 
made effective. He declares that the desire 
to disfranchise tlie Mormons is born of hope 
among impecunious people in Utoli that they 
will he able lo control the offices and disburse 
the taxes of Utah if the scheme of disfran­
chisement is carried out. Cannon denies 
that lie lias recently been married to a fifth 
wife. He says also that it would he contrary 
to all precedents for the House of Represen­
tatives to take any action toward expelling 
him. If lie lias offended against the laws lie 
is to be tried by tlie laws and not by Con­
gress.

St. Pall , Dee. 15.—There has been a 
severe storm in the Red River country for 
two days. The thermometer is falling very 
low. Reports from different points indicate 
from t wenty-five to forty degrees below zero.
A Breekenridge special to t he Pioneer Press 
says: “ Two children named Olman were 
frozen to death. Two men are missing, it is 
supposed they were lost in the storm aud 
frozen.

New York, Dec. 15.—Joseph and Mary 
Volkmer, who have been on trial for the past 
week for attempting to poison Clias. E. Blair, 
a merchant of Chatham four corners, were 
eonvicled this afternoon of administering 
poison to him with intent lo kill. Joseph 
was sentenced lo the State's prison for twelve 
years, and Mary lo the penitentiary for the 
same period.

Washington, Dec. 15.—It seems to be 
quite certain that tlie President has made up 
liis mind to nominate John Morton as Col­
lector of Internal Revenue at Sau Francisco, 
for one of his private secretaries to-day solici­
ted a member of the Senate to support tlie 
nomination if sent in. This request was ae- 
eonqiaiiied witti a very distinct intimation 
that it may daily be expected. It need hardly 
he said that this soit of lobbying lias intensi­
fied the determination of tlie California dele­
gation lo spare no effort to defeat the nomina­
tion if it he sent in.

Tlie Colorado delegation in Congress after 
full consultion have decided not to risk a long 
postponement of filial action on the Ute ques- j 
lion by opposing tlie adoption by tlie House 
of the Indian Committee amendments to the 
tlie Senate joint resolutions, but will let it go 
through that body speedily, with a view lo 
obtaining good tenus through the instrumen­
tality of a Committoe of Conference. In this 
way they hope to secure tlie enactment of

that submitted this afternoon by Butler, of 
South Carolina, which proposes that the re­
peal of the legal tender pow-er of greenbacks 
shall date from January 1st, 1885, instead of 
going into effect immediately. The appre­
hended danger of unsettling business by de­
preciating the value of greenbacks would it is 
argued be averted by thus giving time to pre­
pare tor the change.

Washington, Dec. 15__The members of
the National Republican Committee have 
nearly all arrived, except those from the more 
distant sections, and who will probably be 
represented by proxies selected from members 
of Congress. Many of tlie Western delegates 
seem to think that the next convention will 
he held in Chicago, and June 18th has been 
mentioned as the probable date on which the 
conventi in will he held.

CiNf .nnati, Dec. 15.—Johnathan Whitta­
ker on trial at Batavia, Clermont county, O., 
for tlie murder of his father, Col. J. H. Whit­
taker, in May last, pleaded guilty of murder 
in tlie first degree, and was sentenced to the 
penitentiary for life.

Col. W. U. Cook, a noted counterfeiter, 
was killed this morning at his house near 
Nicltolasrille, Ky. He had escaped from a 
number of U. 8. Deputy Marshals who un­
dertook to capture him last Friday, and tlie 
U. S. Marshals sunounded his house this 
morning and demanded Ins surrender. It is 
said lie opened the door with a pistol in Ins 
hand, when lie was immediately shot through 
the heart. He was Colonel of a Kentucky 
regiment in ilie Union army during the war.

St. Lotis, Dec. 16.—Eugene Ficliof, secre. 
tary lo Carlotta Potti, gave his deposition to. 
day in the libel case of Patti vs. the Post- 
Dispateh. His testimony was in substance 
like that of tlie other parties examined yes- 
teiday--an emphatic denial that Patti was 
intoxicated at Leavenworth, or that she is at 
any time an intemperate woman. She drinks, 
he says, a little claret at dinner, but not near 
as much as lier physician, Prof. Lobe, of 
Paris, advised her to take. She does not like 
spirits of any kind, and detests strong drink 
and malt liquors. Patti was Lo be examined 
lo-day, but it is alleged that last evening when 
a Deputy Sheriff went to serve a subpoena on 
lier she locked herself in her room and re­
fused to be seen, and that she and tlie princi­
pal members of the troupe started on a late 
train for Topeka, Kansas, where she is to sing 
to-night.Tlie party is enroule to Australia via 
Sau Francisco, aud tlie probabilities are this 
will be the last of the libel suit.

Washington, Dee. 16.—Don Cameron 
did not go to Philadelphia to meet General 
Grant, and this fact bus caused some comment 
to-day to the effect that it signifies that lie is 
not in the Grant boom. The true reason, 
however, of liis remaining in Washington is 
his candidacy for tlie Chairmanship of the 
National Republican Uommittae, which lie is 
actively promoting with an almost if not com­
pletely assured prospect of success. The 
present outlook also indicates that Chicago 
will be promptly selected as the place of 
meeting for the National Convention, and the 
Second Wednesday in Jane as the lime. The 
Grant men are understood, however, to favor 
an earlier meeting, about the 26lli of May.

In eomiectton with this topic, it is some­
what noticeable that notwithstanding tlie 
groat amount of talk a few weeks ago 
about the intention of the Southern mem­
bers to introduce a hill to make Grant Cap­
tain-General, no such measure lias yet been 
presented to either house. The National Re­
publican to-day suggests that it lias been 
found superflous because the people intend 
next year to make Grant Commauder-iu- 
Chief.

Next Monday being meeting day in tlie Su­
preme Court, Senator Edmunds will move 
the case made up by General Butler and Con­
gressman Chittenden, who are of the opinion 
that the court will refuse to advance it, aud 
will even perhaps ultimately dismiss it on tlie 
ground that it is not a genuine hut only a 
manufactured case, hut these apprehensions 
are not generally entertained. Chittenden is 
confident it will be advanced. He does not 
believe Congress will legislate ou tlie subject, 
aud remarks that most of the members are 
glad that the matter is pending iu the Su­
preme Court, because it gives them an excuse 
to let it aloue.

It is reported on good authority that tlie old 
bill to organize the Territory of Okloliama, 
which was yesterday introduced by Senator 
Vest, tlie leal purpose of which is to opeu up 
the ludiau Territory to settlement, will be 
supported this session by a combination of 
Western and Eastern interests, including the 
Jay Gould railroad combination, so powerful 
as to make its enactment practically certain.

Richmond, Va., Dec. 16.—Tlie General 
Assembly to-day voted for a United Slates 
Senator to succeed Senator Withers. The 
vote was taken in both houses in separate 
rooms. In the House the nominees were 
Withers, General Mabone and General Wick­
ham, resulting: Mahone, 56; Withers, 40; 
Wickham, 2. In the Senate the only nomi- 
inees were Withers and Mahone, and the vote 
resulted : Mahone, 23 ; Withers, 13. The joint 
vote was as follows: Number of votes cast 
138; necessary to a choice, 50, ofwnieh Ma- 
hone received 79, Withers, 53. The two 
houses will meet in joint session to-morrow, 
when a formal ballot will be taken and Gen­
eral Mahone declared elected United States 
Senator.

New Y oke, Dec. 16.—The Sun sounds the 
alarm that the Republicans are preparing lo 
elect their Presidential nominee by controll­
ing tlie Legislatures of certain Northern States. 
The States particularly spoken of in addition 
two New York, are Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Ohio, Colorado, Nevada, California and Ore­
gon. Now Jersey and Oregon have Dem- 

•atic Governors, hut the Republicans liav

papers that tlie Ponca chiefs surrendered their 
hands before they visited the Indian Terri­
tory, hut afterwards broke faith with tlie 
government and refused to go into the Terri­
tory to look for a new home, and finally ran 
away from instead of being deserted by 
the officers in charge, as represented by 
them. It also shows that their removal was 
afterwards pressed by order of the present 
Secretary of the Interior, but that no force or 
severe treatment was employed, as stated by 
disaffected members of the tribe.

Denver, Dec. 16.—A stage driven by Ja3. 
Dwyer was overturned by a sharp wind in 
Boulder Caion this morning, aud fell down 
an embankment 70 feel. Dwyer received in­
juries which resulted in death to-night. No 
other person was seriously hurt.

The printers here struck for an advance of 
5 oents per 1,000, and the demand was grant­
ed, tlie price now paid being 45 cents.

Washington, Dec. 16.—The House com­
mittee oil Mississippi levees, to-day agreed to 
report to the House the resolution authorizing 
and directing a committee to make the trip 
down the Mississippi about the 10th of No­
vember 1880, for the purpose of gaining more 
accurate information in regard to subjects 
within the purview of the committee’s juris­
diction.

Tlie House committee on foreign affairs 
lo-day look up tlie two resolutions referred to 
them expressing sympathy for the Irish peo­
ple, and referred them to sub-committees for 
consideration and report.

The House committee on ways and means 
to-day designated January 27, 29 and 31, fora 
hearing upon the motion of the revision of the 
tariff upon sugars.

Tlio House committee on appropriations, 
after a session of several hours, agreed upon 
the consular and diplomatic appropriation 
bill as proposed by tlie sub-committee, witti 
the exception of an item of 8,500 dollais for 
the Mexican claims commission, which was 
stricken out.

Tlie bill introduced in the Senate to-day by 
Davis, of W. Va., to relieve the treasurer of 
the United States from the amount now 
charged to him and deposited with the several 
Slates, refers to an amount, of $28.101,044, 
that now appears on all quarterly statements 
of tlie treasury as part of unavailable balance 
for which he is nominally responsible, al­
though the money is not within his control. 
The act of June passed at the instance of 
Henry Clay, provided that all money in the 
treasury on the 1st of January, ’37, except 
$500,000 should be deposited with several 
states in proportion lo their respective repre­
sentation in Congress on conditions for its 
repay me ut to tlie government whenever need­
ed and called for by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Iu compliance with this law these 
installments of the treasury surplus were 
deposited with twenty-six States then consti­
tuting the Union.

The House committee on naval affairs in­
structed the chairman to report favorably on 
Representative Conger’s bill to authorize and 
equip an expedition to the Arctic regions.

The House committee on judiciary held a 
busy session this morning with a full attend­
ance of members. The resolution of Governor 
Young, of Ohio, relative to tlie pay ot court 
otiicers here, rose to an animated discussion 
and a substitute not materially differing, was 
adopted and ordered to be reported to the 
House. It reads as follows:

Resolved, by the House Representatives, 
the Senate concurring, that ajoint committee 
of three Senalora and five Representatives he 
appointed to investigate tlie present system of 
salaries, fees and emoluments allowed to offi­
cers of seveial courts of tlie United States to 
ascertain whether any, and if any what abuses 
now exist, have existed or may take place 
thereunder, and to report by hill or other­
wise.

F O R E IG N .
Calcutta, Dec. 14.—General Roberts tel­

egraphs a confirmation of tlie report of Gen­
eral McPherson's partial failure in his attempt 
on Friday to capture the ridge above Bala 
Pessar, at Calm]. On Saturday moruing Gen­
eral Baker attacked lue Afghan post with two 
and one-lialf regiments of infantry, two regi­
ments of cavalry aud eight guns, and succeed­
ed in capturing the hills anil driving the 
Afghans from all tlieir positions.

A letter dated at Candahar on the 1st inst. 
and published at Bombay, says that General 
Stewart has been instructed to send a messen­
ger to Ayoub Khan, the Afghan commander 
at Perat, requiring him to hold Perat in the 
name of the British Government, and threat­
ening the advancement thither of the British 
force in case of his failure to do so.

Madrid, Dec. 14.—The Senate yesterday 
continued the discussion of the bill for tlie 
abolition of slavery in Cuba. Senors Ruiz 
and Gomez spoke iu opposition to the bill. 
The ministerial journals to-day announce 
that the cabinet council determined to take 
no steps regarding tlie members of the minor­
ity absenting themselves from the Chambers. 
They also state that Sefior Canovas del Cas­
tillo has had an interview with General 
Martinez Compos and Senor Quesida, both of 
whom condemn tlie attitude of the minority.

West Winchester, Ont., Dec. 14.—The 
bodies of John Brown and liis daughter Ad- 
die, for whose murder Clark Brown, a son of 
the former, was recently hanged, has been ex­
humed for further examination. It is ru­
mored that Mrs. Brown, wife and mother of 
tlie murdered persons, will be arrested in con­
sequence of this examination.

London,  Dec. 14.—Paris newspapers print 
a Vienna telegram which asserts that Russia 
has proposed io the powers a collective step 
at Constantinople to accelerate the surrender 
of Gusinje to Montenegro.

Cktxlnjk. Dec. 14.—Mutklitar Pasha, who 
lias at present only ten battaiiious, lias asked 
for reinforcements, and trveuty baltallions 
have started to liis relief.

Paris. Dee. 14.—The Temps says : No
modification of the ministry will be made 
until after the adjournment of the Chambers. 
A committee of the Chamber of Deputies ou 
the resolution lo suspend the operation of the 
law declaring that judges shall lie irremovable

ocr
the power to alter the method of choosing j 
electors throughout the North.

The Republican journals are of course 
furious over what they call the Maine out­
rage. The Star, however, says tlie Demo­
cratic Governor and Council only did their 
sworn duty, and in the next breath taunts 
the Republicans with having set tlie example 
In the Southern States. The IFoWd says that 
Governor Garcelon and liis advisers have .......... .......
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V ienna, Dec. 14.—Germany, at the re­
quest of Austria, has instructed the command­
ers of German ships in Peruvian waters to 
protect the Austrian Consulate if they are 
imperilled on account of the war between 
Chila, Peru and Bolivia.

London, Dec. 15.—Last Saturday on the 
porch of the Limerick county club house, an 
excited tenant with a cudgel felled to the 
floor Lord Fermoy, who resides in the county 
of Limerick. Lord Fermoy remained senseless 
for a time. Tlie assailant was Immediately 
seized and taken to prison.

London, Dec. 15.—It is reported that two 
English travellers have been captured by 
Greek brigands in Epirus who demand £4000 
pounds for their ransom.

A letter from Vera Sassulitch, which was 
contained in the Revolution, a paper smug­
gled from Switzerland into Russia, explains 
that her attempt to kill Trepoff was made 
under orders from tlie Revolutionary commit­
tee, and not, as was urged by the defence at 
her trial, from personal indignation at cruel- 
»ies to political prispners. Several persons, 
including two women, drew lots as to who 
should kill Trepoll', and the work fell lo Vera 
Sassulitch.

Davitt, Daly and Killen left Garrick, on 
the Shannon, to-day for Dublin. They were 
accompanied to the railway station by a large 
crowd and bands were playing Irish aira. 
The Attorney General arrived al Carrick, on 
tlie Shannon, last night, and was escorted to 
liis lodging by twenty armed policemen 
Thomas Brennan left Garrick on Shannon, 
to-day for Dublin.

London, Dec. 15— The Viceroy of India 
telegraphs lo-day that General Roberts reports 
liis force is near Calcutta in the Sliipkar can­
tonment. Tlie los3 on the British side in 
fighting yesterday was nineteen men killed, 
including two officers, and eiglity-eiglit 
wounded, including three officers.

London, Dec. 15.—The Central News an­
nounces that the Indian government has asked 
for a reinforcement of 5,000 men to be sent 
out forthwith.

A St. Petersburg correspondent learns from 
good sources that the ouly general internal 
measure at present proposed is the establish­
ment of a police force in every village.

St. Petersburg, Dec. 15.—Several diplo­
matic appointments have been officially an­
nounced including Subouroff, ambassador at 
Berlin.

Madrid , Dec. 15.—Most of the statements 
published in reference to recent events here 
are officially declared to be either exaggerat­
ed or incorrect. Ouly six generals of the 
army resigned, and none of them actually 
held commands, hut only occupied adminis­
trative posts.

Vienna , Dec. 15.—A Russian circular to 
tlie powers urging collective action at Con­
stantinople that will settlé tlie Gusinje aflair, 
has been answered by Austria, Hungary and 
Germany, who declare themselves unable to 
comply with the request on the ground that 
such a step would create new difficulties.

Ragusa, Dec. 15.—The Torte lias issued a 
proclamation to the Albanians reminding 
them that the cession of Guzinje and Plava 
to Montenegro was stipulated by the treaty 
of Berliu, and that the resistance contem­
plated bv a part of the inhabitants of those 
places would only result in useless bloodshed. 
The Porte appeals to the Albanians to relin­
quish all ideas of resistance.

Calcutta, Dec. 16.—General Roberts 
telegraphs from Cabul that one mountain 
guu was lost during Sunday’s engagement. 
General Roberts estimates the number of the 
enemy at 30,000. “Their tiring,” lie says, 
“was severe.” He is confident of his ability 
to restore British authority iu Afghanistan, 
but says reinforcements are necessary to ena­
ble him to act vigorously.

London, Dec. 16.—A correspondent of the 
Times at Cabul telegraphed on the 15lh inst.: 
The troops are iu excellent spirits and ready 
for any work. The British loss in the various 
all'aiis of the past week was 42 killed, includ­
ing 0 officers, and 76 wounded, including 9 
officers.

The military contributor to the Times 
writes: The temporary success of Jan over 
General Massey, coupled with tlie evacuation 
of the position won at such cost on the 13th 
inst., has evidently given rise to tlie impetus 
which it will need all our strength lo over­
come. The Shinpur cantonments, which lie 
two miles north of Cabul, are intrenched and 
they contain several months supplies. The 
troops are in good health, though it is humil­
iating to feel that at this moment the Afghans 
have the upper hand ; that our army of occu­
pation is besieged ; that tlie city of Cabul has 
passed from our hands, and its governorship 
lias been transferred to Mahomed Jan. Yet 
there is no cause for alarm. There is many 
a man inside that iutrenchment who has 
faced heavier odds than there is at present 
against him, and though it may be unpleasant 
to learn that the Afghans lmte us with the 
same undying haired they manifested in ’42, 
there is no reason to feel any apprehension of 
a repetition of tlie disgrace which overtook 
us then.

London, Dec. 16.—An explosion e£ blast­
ing material in Willieiasgluck salt mine, at 
SchwabischaP, Wurtemberg* killed twelve 
miners and injured eight, of whom two only 
are expected to recover. The disaster was 
increased by the miners in the panic endeav­
oring to open tlie doors outward instead of 
inward, preventing aid from reaching them 
before they liad fallen unconscious from the 
eflècts ot the flames.

H a lifa x , Dec. 16.—Captain Swimm, or 
tlie schooner Laura Bruce, reports that when 
near a supposed uninhabited island, off Xara- 
guana, West Indies, a small vessel, sehoone 
rigged, was seen at the only place of anchor­
age at the island. Tlie Laura Bruce people 
backed to get out of lier way, but the straugei 
seemed desirous of being drawn ou and fol­
lowed in every direction. At first the stron­
ger was only under jib and foresail, but as the 
Laura Bruce showed a desire to get away, her 

j main sail was also hoisted and it became evi­
dent Lite stranger meant, to overhaul them if 
possible, hut after a cliaso of fifty miles the 
pirate looking craft drew away and no more 
was seen of her. She evidently was on a 
piratical expedition.

London, Dec. 16— 'The Times in an edito­
rial says : “The news from Afghanistan indi­
cates beyond doubt that the crisis lias been 
reached in our military operations in that 
hountry more important than any through 
which we have yet passed since the com­
mencement of the invasion last year. Happily 
the position we occupy, and the resources at 
our disposal, appear to render us better able 
to meet this emergency than any which have 
yet preceded it. But our strength is being 
tested more severely than hitherto.
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