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1t is well for the complexion of
o 60th Congress that the order
dishonorably discharging the bat-
alion of the 25th Infantry was
:ibheld until after the election.
True to the spirit of the moss-
democracy the Independwnt
ys lot bygones be bygones. It
the same old story in the same

pld way.

In patronizing the various firms
or the necessities of life we urge
.+ readers to look over the adver.
sssments that appear in these col-
mns. It is a good barometer as
o the appreciation of your patron-
ge and the progress of enterprise
onducted by our people.

Evidently President Roosevelt
s not believe in the Book of
Books, wherein it teaches that it
better that ninety and nine
uilty escape than that one that
innocent shall be  pun-
hed; but on the contrary ninety
od nine innocent shall be pun-
hed rather than one whom is
uilty shall escape.

There has been quite a little sentl-
eot expressed by some few of our
rogressive cltizens regarding the
Jorming of a Business Protectlive As-
sclation, having for ite object the
romotlon of business enterprises by
ur people. The movement is a
jplendld one, and has the active and
nitinted support of THE PLAIN-
R After certain mattersof a
ublic nature, which we are busily
aged In at the time, are settled,
shall do our utmost to assist in
ng such on organization on foot,
which we shall asked for the united
ipport of that part of our citizen-

Ip which le desirous of accomplish-
something for the material ad-
ncement of our race,

rable  Discharge of the

Twenty-fifilh  Infantry
The sole topic of discussion for the
it few days, especially among the
lembers of the Colored Race, bas
i what has universally been
tmed the harsh action of President
0osevelt; in dishonorably discharg-
£ from the United States Army
impanies B, ¢ and D,— a whole Bat-
on of the famous 25th Infantry
iction has been so contrary to
A has been the President's arti-
“ toward a struggling race, that
l{:re heen overwhelmed In the
Wises, and view with alarm the
ible results to follow fn 1ts wake.
bile we have not at hand the min-
details of the Brownsville trouble
€t think of no exigency that
"l bring down upon the head of
€-fourths of the men of this Pat.
lon, who are entirely innocent of
' extreme ang humiliating dis-

e,

’::i:i;r have spent the best years
i ves, thelr ambition almost
:‘:;—tu retire after their thirty
g service with only a few
! ore of service, entirely inno-
"85 well as the black heroes who
Jna:m heights of Elcaney and
Iuda.:“ who have been awarded
® that heroes wear, for gal-

lant services rendered their country |

by Congress, though innocent they
may be, must suffer this galling pen-
alty.

We do not condone the crime which
wae committed at Brownsville by
some of the soldiers, nor de we con-
demn the men who refused to turn in-
formers on their comrades, more eape-
clally so when they apprehended the
stake, and most certainly the rope
would be their portion. But why not
discipline the probable gullty one,—
and that would be very liberal,—but
when it comes to putting the ban on
those who were at the barracks in
their bunks, or at home with their
wives, absent on leave, etc., we cer-
tainly think it an injustice, and we
hope the President will see the injus
tice meted out to the innocent, and
recind this order. Petitions are be-
Ing sent in from all over this land,
askine that this be done. The liberal
white journals of the country discuss
the matter in this veln, and the Negro
press for ouce is unanimous In the
belief that an Injustice has been
done. We are loath to believe that
Presldent Roosevelt will not do the
right thing in the matter, and wil
yet, in some manner, right the appar-
ent wrong which has been put in
vogue.

Opinions of Other Exchanges

This summary action of the
President will hardly commend
him to the sober judgment and
approval of his just and conscien-
tious eountrymen, or justiiy him
according to the rules of military
ethics. There was, undoubtedly,
in this large number of enlisted
men and officers, some who knew
who the real perpetrators of the
crime were, and others who did

not know them; and to dismiss|.

these men in disgrace, and forever
debar them from re-enlistment in
the Army and Navy, or employl
ment in any civil capacity under
the United States Government,
simply because they would not de-
liver up one of their comrades to
be burned alive by scoundrels, is
shameful in the extreme. If this
is military discipline, then we say,
to hell with military discipline!
The colored soldiers did right to
have nothing to do with it. We
commend them for it. Had fthey
known and told who the guilty
ones were, and they had been de-
livered up to the Brownsville civil
authorities, there would have been
a lynching bee the next night, and
the United States would have been
the last to afford them military
protection, As it is, they will not
be disarmed, de-uniformed and
then turped over to the Browns-
ville authorities, We pity them!
—Excerpt Bee, Wash,, D C.

The President has issued orders
dishonorably discharging the men
of the Battalion of the Twenty-fifth
Infantry, stationed in Texas. This
was done because the men refused
to disclose the identity of the men
who were in the shooting scrape at
Brownsville. In this matter grave
injustice has been done the inno-
cent men of the Battalion who
would not perjure themselves to be
retained in the Service. One sig-
nificant fact about the matter was
the publishing of the orders the
morning after the Election, —Ma-
vannah Tribune.

—

On the Move

The gentry who reside in the
tenderloin district are up in &rms
at this time on account of the
city officials having the temerity
to put a higher tax on their lives
of leisure and shame. Some of
them actually reb2l and say that
it is entirely wrong to tax any
higher the man that works, even
if he does live with a “siren’’ in
that locality; but that is no news
to tell Chief Flannery, and with
commendable zeal the campaign
against this vicious citizenship
will be waged until they _shall
find AHelena not a very desirable
place for their voeation of leisure
and they will truly be on the

move.

Upon the recommendation of
Brig-Gen. E. A. Darlington, In-
spector (eneral of the Army,
Prosident Roosevelt has ordered
the dishonorable discharge of
every man of Companies B, C, and
D of the 25th Infantry, for alleged
complicity in the Brownville fracas
of August 13, in which one white
man was killed, and several injured.
It is not alleged that all the men of
this battalion were concerned in
the fracas, but it is alleged that
they refused to give such informa-
tion whatever concerning the affair
as would lead to the apprehension
of the alleged guilty parties.

This action of the President is
considered extraordinary by army
men and civilians. It is carrying
into the Federal Government the
demand of the Southern white
devils that innocent and law-abid-
ing black men shall help the legal
authorities spy out and deiiver
practically to the mob black men
alleged to have committed one sort

of crime. The principle involved
is not only vicious and contrary to
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the columns of The Broad Ax
several weeks ago, which was
doubted by the loud-mouthed so-
called Negro leaders of the Repub-
lican Party in this city, that Presi-
dent Roosevelt, who has long since
proven himself a traitor to the Ne-
gro race and has gone back on
every pledge that he has made to
it, in the way of reducing South-
ern representation in Congress, on
account of the exclusion of the
Colored voters in those rebellious
states, would dishonorably dis-
charge companies B, C and D of
the 25th United States Colored
Infantry, who saved his life at El
Carney, assisting him to win his
great victory, and making it possi-
ble for him to become President of
the United States, unless they re-
vealed the names of its members,
who participated in the shooting
affray at Fort Brown, Tex., August
13th, in which one white man was
killed, and another wounded, and
it is the first time in the history of
this country, and possibly in the
world in which its Chiefl Executive

the spirit of our Constitution, but

\

Officer has resorted to such damna-

e

as ordeved by the Presiden
JSused to give the names o
August 13.
standing of soldiers for
rades, even 1f tis a Fin
Bul it does seem that if
punished for vefusing to
should be a litl ¢ more equ
system all along the line.
the violation of the law,

prafters when it may nol

who are guilty of the Brounst /
here is something hevoic in this

that may nol safely be cou

DONT §T0P WIH T SOLDIER

The discharge of the Twenty-fifth Infantry,

4, may be a necessary pro-

ceeding in Avmy discipline.\ The troops have re-
of ﬁo.w of thetr number

ville, Texas, viots of

thetr friends and com-
d of heroism or loyalty
nienanced in the Army.
these Negro troops are
answer gquestions, there
itable application of the

There should be some

expeditious way to make others tell the truth about

The vefuge of “'constitu-

tronal vights'" should not be allowed to protect rich

be invoked to secure ime-

munily for troops who have violated Army disci-
pline.—Kansas Cily Times.

is an outrage upon the rights of
citizens who are entitled in civil
life to trial by jury, and in military
life to trial by court-martial.

Any black man in any part of
the United States who offers to en-
list in the United States Army to
fill the places of those innocent,
but dishonorably discharged men
should be liated and spurned by all
the members of the Army in the
25th Infantry, and by the Afro-
American people at large; and any
member of the 2s5th Infantry
whose term expires should not
re-enlist in the service, which has
so little regard for him that it gives
him no promotion in the Army,
however meritorious his service,
and no protection in his civilian
rights when a mob of hoodlums in
& Southern town seeks to do him
bodily injury and he retaliates, as
he should, and as all Afro- Ameri-
cans should, under like circum-
stances. 1f we cannot have &
change of policy in the War De-
partment toward Afro-American
troops in all directions, The Age
earnestly advises the members of
the three remaining black regi-
ments not to re-enlist when their
term expires, and that Afro-Ameri-
cans everywhere refuse to enter

the Army unless conscripted to d01
so. If we cannot get justice in|
the Army, we are not compelled to
enter it—New York Age.

ble tactics, in order to wreak ven-
greance on innocent soldiers!

An order has been promulgated
by President Roosevelt, while at
the same time no effort has been
put forth by him, nor by anyone
else connected with the War De-
partment, to bring to the bars of
justice the white gentleman who
insulted the uniform of the United
States, and at the same time knock-
g down with his revolver the two
Colored soldiers wearing it, on the
streets of Brownville, without the
slightest provocation.—Broad Ax,

It is so unlike our ideal Roose-
velt that we can hardly believe the
fact that our President has dis-
charged with disgrace three com-
paaies of the famous Twenty-fifth
Regiment of Negro soldiers for a
crime for which only one or two
men were guilty, if any were. It
seems that the white people of
Brownville, Texas, where these sol-
diers were quarterc‘(’, got into some
trouble with the soldiers, which re
sulted in a conflict and shooting.
One white man was killed and
anothe: wounded. The citizens of

groes for resisting or fighting with
white men, demanded that the offi
cers turn over the soldiers engaged
in the trouble to the civil officers
for trial.  This the soldiers refused
to do on the ground that they did
not know who the guilty parties

As it was exclusively stated in

were, The matter was finally taken

Texas, who generally lynch Ne-|

up by the government and a de-
mand made on the companies in-
volved to reveal thenames of the
parties to the troubles. Fearing
they would be lynched, the soldiers
defied the demands of their supe-
rior officers, and stuck together,
mum. As a result, the President,
the Commander-in-Chief of the
Army, ordered the Companies dis-
honerably discharged.

To a civilian who knows noth-
ing of the rigid discipline of the
Army this act of the President
looks like a piece of pure preju-
dice and Negro hatred, and a cow-
ardly catering to the proud, un
bridled passion of the bloodthirsty
element of the white South; but
Army rules and discipline are not
matters of mercy and sympathy,
and our judgment in such matters
may vot always be just. We could
never understand why a man
should be shot to death for run-
ning when he is frighened in bat-
tle, but it is said the rules of the
Army requite it. The same Presi-
dent who issues this terrible order,
in the same breath issues an order
asking that a prominent white
colonel of the Army be punished
severely for using offensive lan-
guage about Negro soldiers at
Fort Sheridan, and the whole bus.
iness may be a part of the great
play of Uncle Sam's Army. The
President, in our opinion, did very
wrong, and played into the hands
of the worst element of the South
when he disgraced the men who
saved the flag for a people who
tried to shoot it full of holes. If
the soldiers did wrong they should
have been punished, but the wit-
nesses upon whose testimony they
were punished should have been

consideration.

We next went to Congressman
Curtis and made the same request,
which was granted, and the mes-
sage reached the President befor”
his departure for . Panama.—To -
peka Plaindealer.

In discharging in disgrace from
the United States Army an entire
battalion of the 25th Infantry
(colored) because the Company as
a whole would not divulge the
names of those soldiers guilty of
committing the riotous acts at
Brownsville, Texas, some months
ago, President Roosevelt evidently
thinks he is doing the right thing.
When a erime has been committed
the guilty one or ones] should be
punished. Itis the duty of the
innocent ones to inform against
the guilty ones even, though said
guilty ones be comrades and
friends, or even blood relations.
If those troopers really knew the
guilty ones it would have been the
act of good wmoldiers to have
handed them over to the law, but
of the battalion not perhaps to
exceed fifty knew anything of the
actual participants in the riot,
while the remainder of the soldiers
were probably in their bunks and
asleep, and yet they are to suffer
the same as the guilty ones because,
forsooth, they did not inform
against someone of whom they
knew nothing. But a few days
ago and the world denounced the
Atlanta rioters for the wilful kil-
ling of harmless and innocent Ne-
groes hecause half a dozen crim-
inal Negroes had attempted out-
rages, and yet in & milder form
President Roosevelt is doing ex.
actly what the Atlanta rioters did,
sacrificing the innocent for the
acts of the criminals.

freer from race hatred and preju-
dice than were the Texas wit
nesses.—Conscrvator.

We are surprised to learn that
President Roosevelt has approved
the order for discharging one bat-

rights as men in protecting one of
their comrades against the inva-
sion of a few Texas rebels, where
they were stationed. Some of
these Negro men have been in the
service nearly thirty years, and
had fought at San Juan Hill, sav-|
ing Roosevelt’s life, and prevent-
ing his Rough Riders from being
entirely wiped out. We think this
is one of the unkindests cuts of
all, and President Roosevelt has
lowered his dignity se a soldier,
and a statesman in the estimation
of thousands of loyal American
citizens. We cannot understand
his attitute on the Negro question
at this time. It seems that since
his trip South he has joined hands
with the Southern rebels to con-

It is rather remarkable that the
President waited until the last
vote had been cast before giving
{out this bit of information, for
had it been made public a day be-
fore the election, 80 per cent. of

talion of the 25th Infantry, Bt8- |the Negro votes would have been
tioned at Fort Reno, because ® snatched from the Republican
few of the soldiers asserted their Party, and in many of the states &

different tale would have been told
on the various tally sheets at the
polls.

The above are excerpts from Edito-
rials of The Seattle Republican.

N0 BALR HERE

(OLONEL PITCHERS DENIES
Savs Colored Soldiers ave Heroes

Havana, Nov. 13.—Lieut..Col.
William L.. Pitchers' attention was
called tonight to an article in an

tinue the outrages on the Negro.
It was not right nor just to dismise
all these soldiers for the action ol
two or three, and we hope Con-
gress will take this matter up, re-
storing them to their rights.
Governor Hoch, when asked by
the manager of The Topeka Plain-

American  newspaper declaring
that President Roosevelt had di-
!rccter! that immediate report be
| required from him as to whether
he had been correctly quoted ss
denouncing Negro troops while at
Fort Sheridan last year. In reply
Colone! Pitchera said that he had
II]P'VP!' Pnll‘f‘ainﬁ‘l nl]‘l never &x-

dealer to telegraph President

Roosevelt, asking that he recall ' pressed such sentiments. He ex-
the order discharging the soldiers,’ plained that he had served with
said, “I did not know it, and will colored troops in the ]).ml_. and had
give the matter my mos! earcful seen them do heroie fighting.
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Furnishings,

unk, but clean fresh goods

dequived at other stoves if you will come foonr!
| partment for your Furniture

This Depariment is not filled with old

(R HOME CONPLET

For Half the Money

\Second Hand De-
Carpets, Stoves and House

that have been used slightly

and are practically as good as new.

Flethur P, Curtin,

Reliable Housefurnisher, Grand Street.




