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Y E A R  O F  G R O W T H  F O R  L E W IS T O W N

A s h o rt tim e ago  th e  official a n 
noun cem en t w as m ade th a t  th e  G rea t 
N o rth ern  had  decided to  proceed w ith  
th e  con stru c tio n  o f its  long p ro jec ted  
b ran c h  line  from  G rea t F alls  to  B il
lings, and  no new s m ore ch e e rin g  to 
L ew istow n h as  been h ea rd  d u ring  the  
year. T he  su rvey ing  p a r tie s  a re  now 
in  th e  field, and  th e  assu ran ce  is  giv
en  th a t  th e re  w ill no t be a  day ’s un 
n ec essa ry  delay  in  com m encing co n 
s tru c tio n  w ork w hen th e  su rv ey s  and 
o th e r  p re lim in arie s  a re  a rran g ed .

T o  be th e  cap ita l o f th e  g re a t In 
land  E m p ire  m eans a  g rea t deal now, 
b u t i t  w ill m ean  in fin ite ly  m ore w hen 
th is  new  line  of ra ilro ad  is com pleted. 
I t  m ean s  th a t  a  v a s t a re a  of th e  finest 
w h ea t land  ly ing  o u t of doors w ill be 
b ro u g h t u n d e r cu ltiva tion , and  all th e  
sec tion  th ro u g h  w hich th e  line passes 
w ill be su sta in in g  fam ilies of fa rm ers  
and  ran c h e rs . O f course all of th e se  
people w ill no t be d irec t pa tro n s  of

th a t th e  road  en te red  upon th e  w in -, to tal, rea l e s ta te  foots up $3,360.495.
te r  season  w ell p rep a re d  for snow 
s to rm s  and  th e  accom pany ing  u n fa 
vorab le conditions. T h is  equ ipm ent 
has  a lready  been sev ere ly  te sted , and 
th e  re su lts  hav e  been m ost sa tis fa c 
to ry . Tile days w hen a  tra in  m igh t 
be lo s t in  th e  snow  ou t on the  ran g e  
a re  over, and  d u ring  th e  h ea v ies t 
s to rm s, th e  snow  plow s and  pow erful 
eng ines have  k ep t th e  road  open all 
th e  tim e, and  th e  tra in s , w ith  very  
few  exceptions, have  pulled in  on 
tim e.

It h as  ta k en  som e tim e for th e  people 
of th e  s ta te  a t  la rg e  to  rea lize  even 
p a rtia lly  th e  p a r t th a t  F erg u s  county 
is  des tined  to  p lay  in th e  fu tu re  of 
M ontana, b u t th e  b usiness  m en of 
L ew istow n a re  alive  to  it, and  are 
p rep a rin g  to  m ake th e  resou rces  and 
a t tra c tio n s  o f th is  section  b e tte r  
know n. M uch good w ork  h as  been 
done by th e  B usiness  M en's assoeia-

th e  L ew istow n m ark e ts , bu t in d i re c t ly . non , and  th e se  efforts a re  now beina

x he ac res  assessed  am oun t to  935,817, 
as com pared  w ith 871,209 fo r la s t year, 
u e a l e s ta te , o th e r th a n  tow n lots, is 
listed  a t  $1,651,379, and  im prove
m en ts  on th e  sam e $710,630, a  gain 
of nea rly  $200,000. C ity and town 
lo ts m ade a  to ta l of $391,288. and  the  
im provem ents on them  $607,180, a  
gain  of over $200,000.

P ersona l p roperty  is assesed  th is  
y ea r a t  $4,776,939, a  gain  of nea rly  
h a lf  a  m ililon over la s t year. Al
though th e  num ber of sheep  assessed  
w as som ew hat un d er th a t  o f 1904, 
tk e  valuation  w as h igher, and  th e  to 
ta l showed a  sm all in c rease  fo r th is  
year. A no ther encou rag ing  fea tu re  
show n by th e  a s se sso r 's  books is a  
fa lling  off in  m ortgages from  $238,125 
in  1904 to  $211,239. T h is  change Is 
not g rea t, bu t it  is very  significant.

Good D escrip tion .

“T h a t g irl h a s  m e w here  she w an ts

of m ost o f  th e  comity fa irs  w ere 
ta u g h t a  le sson  la st • ur th a t is being 
proflited by. T h e  f w ere held  in 
th e  d iffe ren t localit . w ithou t re 
gard  to  th o se  elsew . «nd th e  re 
su lt w as conflicting  , and poor 
a t tra c tio n s  In sev ere  ices. F ergus
coun ty  su ffered  mor. m th is, p e r
haps, th a n  o th e rs , a v ing to  th e
d is tan ce  from  th e  mam ine to  th is  
city , th e  h o rsem en  pr- d to  en te r  
th e ir  ra c e rs  a t  th e  p ... s n e a re s t | 
them , and  in  consequ- the races  ; 
h e re  la s t fa ll w e re  fa r  nv th e  d e -1 
sired  s tan d a rd . T h e  e \ hits w ere 
good and v a ried  in char r. bu t th e  I
n um ber of th em  w as sir, and the re
w as li ttle  to  show  w hat ;us is cap- j 
able of a s  a  g ra in  grow section.

W il l  W o r k  G re a t Change.

All th is  is to  b e  chany i next year. 
A m eeting  of th e  secre tarie s  of th e  ( 
county  fa ir  a sso c ia tio n s  ill be held ; 
a t  H elena  n ex t m onth , when the s ta te  
will be div ided  In to  th e  cast and w est 
d is tr ic ts . T he  d a te s  for the fa ir in 
each  d is tr ic t w ill th en  bo a rran g e d  
so th a t th e re  w ill be no conflict, and  
th e  a t tra c tio n s  w ill m ake the round 
of th e  c ircu it, so th a t  each county  
w ill g e t th e  benefit of the  best th e re  
is to  be o b ta ined  in  th e  way of race  
ho rses  and  special fea tu res . A lthough 
it will h e lp  all of them , the p lan  is 
one th a t  w ill re s u lt in special benefit 
to  F erg u s  county , and  overcom e th e  
fea tu re  of rem o teness , w hich has  
alw ays been a  draw back .

W il l  Com m ence W o rk  E a rly .
T he w ork  of p repa ra tion  w ill be 

com m enced ea rly , and , indeed, th e  
tru s te e s  a re  a lread y  lay ing  p lans for 
n ex t fall. It is proposed to  em ploy a 
co m peten t m an to  devo te  h is  en tire  
tim e for som e w eeks to  m ak ing  a  ca n 
vass of th e  coun ty  and  a rran g e  fo r a 
full and  com plete  lin e  of exh ib its  of 
fru its , vege tab les, g ra in s  etc., and  if 
th e  d a tes  fo r th e  fa ir  a re  favorable, 
to  sh ip  th is  e n t ir e  d isp lay  to  H elena 
im m ediate ly  on th e  close of th e  fa ir  
h e re  fo r exh ib ition  a t  th e  s ta te  fair.

W il l  O ffe r  Good Purses.
R ealiz ing  th a t  a  successfu l fa ir  ca n 

no t be held  h e re  w ith o u t good races, 
th e  tru s te e s  h av e  decided to  offer 
libera l purses, and  th e y  w ill ag g re 
gate  abo u t $2,500.

T he officers of th e  fa ir  associa tion  
a re  F, E. W righ t, p res id e n t; David 
H ilger, vice p re s id e n t; W. D. Sym m es, 
t i e a s u re r ;  O. W. Beiden, S ec re ta ry ; 
D. M. Crow ley, J am e s  W eaver, Sam uel 
P h illips, I.. W . E ld redge and  G eorge 
W . Cook, tru s te e s .

T he superv iso rs  a re ; David H ilger, 
lives tock ; R. vonTobel, ag ricu ltu re  
and  M rs. T. W. W arren , lad ies and 
you th s  dep a rtm en ts .

year’s Buildiiig Operations •• J City of Romes
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L ew istow n is  a c ity  of hom es, and  T h e re  b 
the hom es a re  ow ned by th e  people m l o rd e r 
liv ing  in  them  to a  la rg e r ex ten t. topresent»

scarcely  a  secret o r fra ter- un til every th ing  is p erfec tly  ad justed , 
of any stand ing  th a t is not John  P. H arnes is the p res id en t of the 
d by a lodge in Lew istow n, com pany; H. A. B enner m an ag er and

probably, than  alm ost any  o th e r  tow n and p rac tica lly  '•everybody belongs sec re ta ry , and G. A. S te in b erg  vice 
in th e  s ta te . It h as  been observed to  som eth ing". These ikings all go p res iden t. T he gen tlem en  co n s titu te  
th a t w henever th e  people of a  com- to  m ake life pleasant, to m ake th e  th e  com pany, and  a re  all specially  
r.tunity  a re  n ea rly  all hom e ow ners, c ity  an  a t tra c tiv e  one f-.r tin- home qualified for the  w ork  th a t falls u nder

I in th e ir d irection . I t is a m agnificent 
gion j en te rp rise , and  adds to  th e  p ro sperity  

the whole com m unity.
T h e  C a rn eg ie  L ib ra ry ,

The C arnegie lib rary , now in course 
erection , will be one of th e  m ost

m ore a tten tio n  is paid to  those  th ings 
th a t add to  the  a ttra c tiv e n e ss  of com-

si eker. and  as  m ight be . \ 

th e  m etropo lis  of a grea t region 
m unity  life  th a n  e lsew here . This is v. hose resou rces  a re  in p ro ce ss  o f de 
s tr ik in g ly  t ru e  of Lew istow n. Of v- lopm ent. Lew istow n is a  co m m erc ia l 
f irs t im portance  to  any  c ity  hav ing  n  li te r  of no sm all im portant e, l i 
ait am bition  to  grow and becom e a business men a re  p rog ressive , and th e

R e s id e n c e  o f  H o n .  G e o r g e  J .  W i e d e r . i a  n ,  L e w i s t o w n .  E r e c t e d  b y T u b b B r o s .

V ie w  o f M a in  S tre e t, L e w is to w n , L o c k in g  N o rth  F ro m  N e a r th e  S ite  of the  C a rn eg ie  L ib ra ry .
IS  A  T H R IV IN G  T O W N .

th ey  w ill, and  th e  com m ercial advance- aided  by a  new  o rgan ization , w hose 
m e n t of th e  c ity  as  a re su lt of the  rail m em bersh ip  is rep re sen ta tiv e  of the 
road  is  c e rta in  to  be rapid . I younger business and  p rofessional

A s p ro jec ted , a  b ranch  w ill be built m en of th e  city  and  county. Its  tnis- 
from  th e  m ain  line to th is  city , th is  s:on is to  “boost for F erg u s ,” and  evi- 
u n d e rtak in g  heilig com parative ly  sm all den tly  it is going to  fulfill it. Al
in  ex ten t, as  it, will involve le ss  t* 'aa  though in th e  fled but a  sh o rt tim e, 
20 m iles of tra ck . , it h as  s ta r te d  a cam paign th a t will

T he  G rea t N o rth ern  also  in tends  to  h tin g  th e  In land E m pire to  the  atten - 
build  a  b ranch  line in to  K endall in or- f>on ° f  thousands. C om m ittees a re  
d e r  to  rea p  th e  benefit of th e  la rg e  IIOW a t w ork p rep a rin g  copy for a  
to n n a g e  w ating  fo r it  th e re , and  it pam phlet soon to  be issued  dea ling  in 
w ill be seen  th a t tile  w hole schem e is a  b rie f w ay w ith  th e  ag ricu ltu ra l, 
one th a t  deeply in te re s ts  and  affec ts  H o c k  grow ing and  m ining  industries .

th is  c ity  and  its  fu tu re .

S til a n o th e r  announcem en t tha t has 
aroused  m uch local in te re s t is th a t 
of th e  M ilw aukee’s plan to  build on 
to  th e  co a st a t  once, c ro ss ing  M ontana 
on its  w ay. W hile  n o th in g  definate 
h a s  been given out as  to  the route, 
th e re  a re  m any  who believe th a t it 
w ill ta p  F ergus  county , th.e p resen t 
an d  p ro spective  tonnage being  a  m ag
n e t to  d raw  it  th ith e r . W h e th e r th is  
w ill prove th e  case  o r not, it is c e r 
ta in  th a t th e  m ost n ecessary , th e

and show ing the o ppo rtun ities  for the 
safe and p rofitab le investm en t of cap- 
iia l, in la rg e  o r sm all am ounts, in 
th e se  d irec tions. T he o rgan iza tion  is 
know n ns the  F ergus  C ounty  Commer- 
cia Club, and  th e  officers a re  W. J. 
Edgecom be, p res id e n t; H alsey  R. W a t
son, vice p res id e n t; E. W. M ettler, 
s ec re ta ry ; C harles M. Kelly, tre a su re r .

T hese developm ents ind ica te  the 
so rt o f field offered to  investo rs and 
hom e seek e rs  in th is  section, and 

I show  th a t th e  w ide aw ake c itizens  of

me. She d raw s m e out, and  alw ays 
sees r igh t th rough  m e. And w hen 
sh e ’s had  enough of m e, she sh u ts  m e 
up in a  h u rry .”

“ Say, w hat a re  you—a te lescope?” 
— C leveland Leader.

c e n te r  th a t w ill a t t r a c t  d e s ira b le  re s i
d en ts  is the  school, and th a t  is a  fea 
tu re  to  w hich L ew istow n can  c e r ta in 
ly “poin t w ith  p ride". An excep tion 
a lly  g ifted  corps of te ach e rs , under 
com peten t d irec tion , m akes ou r pub-; 
lie school sy stem  a model one. The

big s to re s  e a rn  prac tica lly  every 
th ing  th a t can  b.- bought in any city  
ol the land . Tin total of the business 
done a t th is  supply poin t for the g rea t 
Inland E m pire is enorm ous, and is 
co nstan tly  grow ing as its  own pnpuln- 
l on inc reases  and as the su rround ing

sp lend is ce n tra l school build ing  would tow ns and villages build up.

N E X T  Y E A R ’S F A IR .

To w n  o f M oore is G ro w ing  R a p id ly  

and H a s  a B rig h t F u tu re

T he tow n of Moore, located  18 m iles 
w es t of Lew istow n, on the  M ontana I ously supported  
R ailroad , has gone ahead  by leaps and 
bounds th is  year, and its  am bitious 
citizens a re  confident, th a t its  grow th  

I w ill con tinue fo r m any years. T he

do c re d it to  any  tow n in th e  s ta te , 
w hile th e  h igh  school build ing  is the 
finest of th e  kind In M ontana. Yet 
b e tte r  th a n  all, th e  in s tru c tio n  given 
in th e se  schools is in keeping  w ith 
th e  physica l su rround ings, and the 
w ork done is thorough. In the tru e s t 
sense  it is education .

A  C o m m e r c i a l  C e n t e r .

T he churches, an o th e r  im portan t 
fac to r is th e  developm ent of com m unal 
life, a re  well rep resen ted  and goner- 

T h is w as s trik ing  
ago, 
i  of

T he present population o 
is upw ards of 3,000, and  Hi 
lion of th e  county  over 10,i 
nu ll a rc  constan tly  comini 
m iner being a l i r a c t id  by til

Lewis- 
popula 

k New 
in, tile 
wonder-

Tru s te e s  A rra n g e  to M ake  it  O ne of ' c e n te r  of th e  rich  Rock c reek  bench 
T h e  H ig h e s t M e r it .  j region, it  does a  la rg e  trade , and  is

T he re  is every  reason  to  believe , a lready  a  sh ipp ing  po in t o f consider- 
tlia t the  fa ir  to  be held  here  n ex t fail j ab le  im portance. A com m ercial club 
w ill be th e  finest eve r w itnessed  in j h as  ju s t  been form ed the re , and  the 
th is  county . T he  tru s te e s  have  al- business  m en a re  w ork ing  to g e th er 
ready  decided th a t  n e ith e r  effort n o r j harm oniously  to  build up th e ir  town, 
expense shall be spared  to  b rin g  abou t M oore boasts  of tw o banks, a  new s 
th is  re su lt and  th e  outlook is  v ery  i paper, a  fine church , a  g ra in  e levato r 
b righ t. T he m a nagem en ts  of m ost ! and  m any  su b stan tia l s tru c tu re s .

lui show ing m ade of la te  in the m ill
ing d is tr ic ts , the ag ricu ltu ris t to  se 
cu re  a farm  in th is  section  so favored j jo in ing  lb 
by all tile na tu ra l conditions for his 
vocation, and the business m an to  se 
cu re  an in teres t in the  bright fu tu re  
tiia t is daw ning for th is  beautifu l city 
ol bornes.

Y ears B u i l d i n g  C p e r a t i o n s .

Tin- past year lias been an  ac tiv e  
t-ne in the way of building opera tions  
in Lewistow 
of tile imp!

beautifu l bu ild ings in th e  city . T he 
line s i t e  for th is  s tru c tu re , opposite  
th cou rt house, w as bought by sub 
scrip tion . and p resen ted  to  th e  lib rary  
com m ittee , and th e  e n tire  sum  given 
iij Mr. C arnegie, $10,000, is going iu- 
ii the building. Tttlib Bros., th e  con- 
I fac to rs, say  the lib ra ry  w ill be com- 
ph led about A pril 1. Tito rec en t 
I -avy sto rm s have delayed  o pera tions  
som ew hat. hut good p rogress h as  been 
m ade since ihe co rn e r stone  w as laid.

M c D o n a l d  &  C h a r t e r s  B lo c k .

McDonald He C h a rte rs  a re  pu ttin g  
iij ,i fine tw o sto ry  business block ad-

ly  illu s tra ted  only a  few day 
w hen a t  public m eetings ihe  s 
$8,000 w as subscribed  to  lift tin- en tire  
ind eb ted n ess  of the  F irs t M ethodist 
church , a  s tru c tu re  th a t is the  pride 
of all m em bers of th a t denom ination , 
and  one of th e  b e s t exam ples of 
chu rch  a rc h ite c tu re  to  be found in the 
s ta te . T he P resb y te rian s , Catholics,
M ethodists and  B ap tis ts  all have  co n -! Ju d ith  Basin M illing p lant, th e  11- 
g rega tions  here , and w ith the excep- brar.v and the M cDonald A- C harte rs  
tion  of th e  B ap tists , who organized  business block: $65,000 fot residencies 
b u t a  few w eeks ago, all have  excel-  ̂ end $5 ,nun for im provem ents and a l

l-first N ational Bank corner. 
They will expend at le as t $15,000 on 
ihe building, which is to  be of stone, 
with a front of O m aha p ressed  brick . 
G eorge W ells lias the co n tra c t for 
tl.is building.

R e s id e n c e s  C o m p le t e d .

Tile residences begun and  com 
pleted w ithin th is  y ea r num ber 40, 

lu 1904. the  am ount j a,l(l w hile none of th e se  a re  m ansions, 
men is  in th e  way of they  a re  all m odern and a ttra c tiv e , 

business s tru c tu re s  and residences 1)«- Among them  a re  th re e  n e a t co ttages  
gun and com pleted  w as $145,000. T h is  j <»> the  hill, built by J. H. C h a rte rs  a 
yea r the to tal foots up $155,000, of j very handsom e res idence  bu ilt by L. 

w hich $85,1)00 is rep resen ted  by the

lent churches.

m ost im p o rtan t and  th e  m ost desired  ;
; Lew istow n a re  alive to  th e  advan-

ta g es  of th e  In land Em pire.
line  is a  ce rta in ty , and th a t the  G reat 
N o rth ern  will loose no tim e in o p en in g ' W h a t  A ssessors  F igures  Show, 

up th e  fe rtile  coun try  w hich exc ited  j T he figures on th is  yea r 's  assess- 
th e  adm ira tio n  of Vice P res id en t Louts m en t ro lls give a h in t as to the  de- 
AV. H ill on h is  recen t au tom obile  tr ip  velopm ent th a t h a s  tak en  place in one 
from  A rm ington to  G arneilh  j sh o rt year. T he gain  in th e  to tal as-

T he M ontana R ailroad , ex tend ing  s.essed v aua tion  of all p roperty  in th e  
from  Lom bard  to  L ew istow n. h as  m ad ■ ' county  over 1904 is close upon a mil- 
a  fine reco rd  during  th e  past year. Mion dollars, and  th e  to ta l s tan d s  at 
A  la rg e  sum  of m oney w as expended considerab ly  o v er $8 .000 .000 , a lthough 
du rin g  th e  sum m er in  im prov ing  th e  t lie ra ilw ay  assessm en t w as allowed 
loadbed  and  bridges, etc., ail along to s tan d  th e  sam e as la s t yea r by the 
th e  rou te , and  severa l new  eng ines  s ta te  board  of equa lization , w hich has 
w ere  added to  th e  ro lling  stock , so ju risd ic tio n  over th is  item . Of th e

Che Land of Che Uloolies...
Prosperous Tlockmasters♦♦♦

T aken  all in all, th e  sheep  industry  
in F ergus coun ty  during  th e  past year, 
lias flourished as  neve r before. O ther 
y ea rs  have seen  a  g rea te r n um ber of 
th e  “ woolies" in  th e  county, b u t it

tins gi VI

and

Decrease in th e  Sheep.
W hile n o t all the sheep  and lam bs 

sold th is  y ea r left th e  county , m ost 
of them  did, and it is e s tim ated  tha t 
th e re  a re  now abou t 15 p er ce n t few er 

m ay well be doubted  If th e  re tu rn s  I sheep  in F ergus than  in 1904, when 
from  all sou rces hav e  ev e r equa led ; th e  n um ber w as 633,904. T he wool 
those  of 1905. ! <ÜP nex t season  is expected  to  show  ; buyer# e ith e r  those  o p era tin g  in the

C o m m issioner W h ite ’s E s tim ates . J a co rrespond ing  ta iling  off. s ta te  or from  th e  east, lias m ade hi
Th i p re lim in ary  e s tim ates  of S heep  j is  a G re a t In d u s try . ap p e aran ce  h e re  so far. W hile it k

C om m issioner B. C. W hite, w hich a re  ; T he flgures given show w h at an im- ; 
sub jec t, o f course, to  revision  w hen I po r â n (; p a r t th e  sheep  in d u stry  plays 
th e  com plete  re tu rn s  a re  In, show  th a t | in F e rg u s  coun ty . T he g re a te r  p a rt

received  during  th is  season 

them  p lenty  of cap ita l to 
th e ir  opera tions until next 
they  a re  no t inclined to sacrifice any 
th in g  in o rd er to  get ready cash 
Tit is condition  of affa irs  appears  to 
!)•■ well understood, as not a single

t. ra tions  in residences and business 
s tru c tu re s .

T he most im p o rtan t of th e se  im- 
p -ovem enls is easily  ih e  Ju d ith  Basin 
M illing plant. The old plant having  
proved inadequate to  meet, th e  grow 
ing I......Is ot' lit - com pany, it w as de-
eiileil to put in an en tire ly  new  one, 
end Tnbb Bros., the con trac to rs , com 
m enced work ea rly  in the  spring . The 
fiist stone of tin- foundation  was laid i igh ter.

I by co n trac to r John Lattx April 1. and
the stint of $ 5 , i i i m i  was expended on the ________
inundation  alon Today nm  ground H e a d  o f  M u s i c a l  F a m i l y  Asked to  De-

C. W ilson at a  cost of abou t $1,000; 
a  co ttag e  by M ayor J e s se  P ink ley  
costing  about $2,000; tw o handsom e 
res idences  on Main s tre e t by W illiam  
.1. Abel, co sting  about $5,000, and a t 
tra c tiv e  hom es built by G eorge W ells. 
Mr. McCiilInm. M arion L each and  
o thers.

A ltogether, the  building opera tio n s  
litis yea r have been v ry sa tis fa c to ry  
both in ex ten t and  ch a ra c te r . Tine 
lim its of residence portions o f the 
c ity  a re  g radua lly  being  ex tended  in 
all d irections, and b e t te r  than  all, the 
outlook for next yea r w as never

S H O W S  W H E R E  H E  S T A N D S .

occupied by one of the most per- 
fi ctly  equipped m illing p lan ts  to  be 
found anyw here, having  a capacity  
Mm barre ls  of flour every  day.

I jo in ing  tile mill il th e  new eb-va 
w ith a capacity  of 7n.<i0(i bushels, 
w as connected with th e  mill by a si 
»pout, 5 inches in d iam ete r. only I 
w eek, and now the cleanen grain

f i n e  H i s  E x a c t  S t a t u s .

Tit e re  is a m an liv ing  a t  W a terbu ry , 
t th e  head  of a  la rg e  fam- 
.'cry m em ber of w hich is 

on som e kind of inusi- 
u .  says H a rp e r 's  W eekly, 
n who w as v is itin g  a t  the 
W ate rb u ry  m an re fe rred  
rem ark in g  th a t it m ust

of Conn., wito i
Ad- J ily, n ea rly  e
or. a p erfo rm er

it. '•al in s truine;
. el A Boston!«
ast bouse of the

is to  th is  fact.

T h e  B a nk o f Ferg u s  C o unty , C o rn e r M a in  S tre e t and  T h ir d  A venue.

4,450,000 pounds of wool w as m a rk e t
ed la s t sum m er. T he av e rage  p rice 
received  w as 22V6 cen ts  p e r pound, 
w hich m ade th e  sum  rea lized  from  th is  
source $901,250. In 1904, th e  wool sold 
am ounted  to  4,758,916 pounds,, b u t It 
b rough t an  av e rag e  o f only 19.23 cen ts , 
sc th a t th e  to tal received  fo r wool 
w as only $853,272.64. D uring  th e  p res 
e n t year, th e  num ber of sheep  and 
lam bs to  d riven  ou t of F ergus  coun
ty  w as 150,000, th e  average  
p rice received  for all being  $2.87 
p e r head , am oun ting  to  $430,500. L ast 
y ea r 179,920 sheep w ere sold a t  an  
av e rage  p rice of $1.80 p er head , or 
$323,856. T he am ount received  fo r 
pelts  th is  y ea r w as abou t $20,000, as 
com pared  w ith  $10,626.60 fo r th e  year 
before. T he to tal am oun t b rough t in to  
th e  county  th is  yea r th rough  th e  sheep  
in d u stry  w as th e re fo re  $1,351,750, as  
com pared  w ith  $1,187,555.24 fo r la s t  
year. T he num ber of lam bs held  over 
by grow ers is no t included in th e se  
e s tim a te s , a lthough  th e  num ber of 
th e se  w as sm alle r th is  y ea r th a n  la st.

Sheep and Lam b s  H ig h .

T he  rea son  fo r th is  w as th a t  sheep  
and  lam bs brough t a  m uch h ig h e r p rice  
th is  y ea r th a n  for m any y ea rs  p a s t— 
in fac t, it m ay be doubted  if m ore  fa 
vorab le cond itions have  eve r p rev a il
ed  in th s  county , so fa r  as  th e  sheep  
m en a re  concerned . E a rly  in th e  se a 
son th e  lam bs sold a t  $2.50 p e r  head , 
as a g a in s t $1.80 la s t  season. L a te r  on 
they  advanced  to  as  h igh  a s  $2.50, 
w hile  m ost of th e  sheep  w en t a t  o ver 
$3, som e b ring ing  as  h igh  as  $4.

of th e  $1,351,750 b rough t in through  
it w as  d is tr ib u ted  by th e  wool grow 
e rs  in  w ages and for supplies, etc., 
and  th is  industry  lias the re fo re  con- 
tr ib u ted  g rea tly  to the genera l pros-j 
pc.rity th a t  has p revailed  in th is  sec- > 
tion  o f M ontana during  th e  past. year.

I s  t h e  B a n n e r  C o u n t y .

F erg u s  w as long th e  b an n e r sheep 
cc-unty of the  sta te , and it is qu ite  like- ( 
ly  th a t  it w ill re ta in  th a t position  next | 
year, for .heavy as th e  sa les  of sheep 
and lam bs have  been here , they  tave 
p robably  been quite as heavy  in  o the r 
sections. Not i few of the largo o u t
fits re ta in e d  all their lam bs th is  year. 1 
B ut even  thou h the  sheep  in som e j 
o th e r  county  mid s ligh tly  ouinurn- ; 
her th o se  in Fergus, th e  fac t still re-1 
m a ins  th a t  F er- i- wool is th e  best pro 
duced in  thés B'-, and it is qui e safe | 
to  say  th a t t. < oth. r  coun ty  rea lized  t 
so h igh  an  aw rage p rice  for ts  c l ip ' 
a s  w as paid for th e  F ergus  product. 
T h is  is not du-.- alone to  th e  experience 
c t  th e  floekm asters. T he county  is 
espec ia lly  adapted fo r successfu l wool 
gt owin'-', all the cond itions m ak ing  
fo r an  <. lien t quality .

Out ook f o r  N e x t  S e a s o n .

W hi 
done 
n ex t
this. i have ta k en  p lace in Fer- 

nty. Tlie g row ers  h e re  a re  
iifident th a t p rices in 1906 will 
ah as  they  w ere la s t sum m er, 

.1 not e n te r ta in  any  proposi

t i o n  P l a n t  o f  t h e  J u d i ' h  B a s i n  M i l l i n g  C o m p a n y ,  L e w i s t o w n . E e r e c t e d  b y  t  ebb B r o s .

expected  tha t th e  1906 clip  will be : ."ppc-d right into th e  top of th e  mill be a  source of g rea t p le asu re  to  th e
som ew hat sm alle r th a n  it w as th is  fm ni tit» e levato r. The g rind ing  of fam ily, bu t to  th is  ob serv a tio n  th e
year, th e  ind ica tions a re  th a t it w il l1 w heat com m enced tHis w eek, am i th e  j fa th e r  m ade no reply ,
lie of tiie sam e high q ua lity  an d  will j whole plant appears  to  be w orkin
com m and top price

gus
q u i '

be
and
tion

w h a te v e r tit
.me co n trac tin g  h as  been  I quo ta tion - m ay be. O w ing to  the  ri 
rious p a r ts  of th e  s ta te  fo r j c e n t heavy  storm , fe e lin g  w as neees- 
n 's  clip, no tra n sa c tio n s  of j a ry  fo r a tim e all o v e r  th e  coun t

hu t th e  losses have  been  sm all, and  a 
the  sheep  a re  rep o rted  to  lie in  th e  u  
b e s t possible condition . U n d e r th e se  m i. 
cond itions, tin wool g ro w ers  have  I to 
te a so n  to  look fo rw ard  to  a n o th e r !  p: 

h sell a t  a  le ss price. T he m oney v ery  p rosperous season . 1st

“ R eally ," con tinued  th e  B ostonian , 

,-fectlv W hile th e  exact co st of th e  ! “>» ‘s remarkable. Y our youngest son 
u p rovem ents is not known as yet, it >s a  co rn e tis t, bo th  you r d au g h te rs  

estim ated  that th e  mill and elevator. are pianists your w ife is  a  v io lin is t 
and all 'it m achinery , together with|and.. I.understand, the o th e rs  a re  also  

u n> at residence erec ted  on the mill m usic ians. Now, w h a t a re  you, th e  
fa th e r of such  a m usica l co m b ina tion?”

- tids. rep resen t not less th an  $tjd, " l,”  rep lied  th e  old m an, sa rcas tica i- 
Four expert mill m en, in add ition  ly, “I am  a pess im ist.” 

the ch ief in charge , have  been ern-j ~
• veil s tead ilv  fo r som e m onths in- **•* u* y °ur subscrip tion  and  g e t  

• one o f  th e  prem ium s offe red  fo r  re-
lling the p la in t, and w ill rem ain  n ew a | of subscriptions.

\


