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WILL ORGANIZE

NATION BY

UNITS TO AID IN WAR

Y,
Pr I t Men and Women Start
ement Whereby Every-
one May Help.

TO EXTEND COMMUNITY IDEA

Works Out With Great Success In
New York—Plans to Co-ordinate
and Direct on Nonmilitary
Side Patriotic Efforts of
All Citlzens.

By DAYTON STODDART.

New York.—Prominent men and
women here have started a movement
whereby every man, woman nnd child
in the United States may aid their gov-
ernment to win the world war,

It has been under way but a short
time, yet assistance of great value was
given to both the Liberty loan and

“ Red Cross campalgns; the next goal

&et is such co-operation with “Hoover
of Belgium” as to make waste in the
kitchen and on the table a problem of
the past,

The new organization is called the
Patriotic Service league, It was con-
ceived by Prof. Ellery C. Stowell, ex-
pert on international affairs and mem-
ber of the Columblia university faculty.
The league’s purpose is to weld the
nation together, with the community
idea extended to include the whole
people.

“Impossible,” you may remark. “It
can’t be done, Community spirit is
very fine for a small place or for a
section where folks of similar inter-
ests and tastes live. But it wouldn't
work out in a big place. Not a bit.”

“Works” in New vork,

But it he~ worked out in New York
and that in a section where live both
reformers of the purely theoretical
type and insurgent workingmen in a
board strip running across New York
city, the political designation of
which is the Nineteenth congressional
district. It includes the homes of some
ghest and the poorest families
of tLW¥ietropolis,

In New York, of all places, the com-
munity idea of nationalism has worked
out, and very successfully, tc As
the terms ‘“community spirit” may
seem rather indefinite to some, the ex-
act significance of what Mr. Stowell
means when he uses the term may
best be set forth by himself.

Several months ago, when the ne-
cessity of rousing the country to the
fact that every resource of the United
States should be available for war,
Mr. Stowell thought of the old town
meetings in New England.

“If,” he asked himself, “this plan
worked to weld together a town or
village, why could not the same prin-
ciple be applied to the entire nation?”

Intensive thought on the question
confirmed his idea that it could. He
selected the congressional district as
the best geographical division for a
unit of the league.

He chose the Nineteenth congression-
al district to try out his plans. He
h 1 as coworkers dther members of
the Columbia university faculty and
women who volunteered their serv-
ices.

Canvas House to House.. ,

Friends of those working directly
with Mg")well were obtained and a
commit®d yas made up with at least
one representative from each eléction
distriet. These, in turn, .canvassed
apartment houses and dwellings in
every one of the 115 districts,

The surprising part about the be-
ginning of the movement was that the
rloneers found no hostility, only wel-
come, in the houses they visited, This
in spite of the fact that although
they may have lived for years adja-
cent to a family, neither-had spoken.
It was a means never before offered
for everybody in the district getting
to know almost everybody else.

When the district hac beeu can-
vassed, a meeting was called. Tem-
porary officers of the small unit of the
league were chosen. All it was neces-
sary to do tc become a member of
the league was to pay 50 cents initia-
tion fee, This is the only contribution
paid to the league prcper; other con-
tributions depend solely on the ex-
penses and aims of the organization
in each congressional district or in
each election district.

Suppose that your own meeting, aft-
er it had been organized, decided that
it would be a mighty good plan to
adopt one or more orphans across the
sea. Such a plan was actually put in
operation in one of the precincts of
the Nineteenth congressional district.
Two French orphans were adopted, a
little boy and a little girl, and the
monthly cost of $§7 is being raised by
‘eaving a tin box out at every meet-
fng in which contributions may be
dropped.

In the Nineteenth district, one of the
first steps taken was the enrollment
of every woman by woman workers,

Every woman was asked what line
of work she was best fitted for and
the list was made up, election district
by election district, so that Mr. Stow-
ell, as chairman of the entire Nine-
teenth district, knew exactly how
many stenographers, cooks, clerical
workers, members of any calling, were
In his territory.

The actual good this does is that it
allows every chairman to know the
“home st h” of his district. He
can tell 3. er consulting his lists,
dust how many cooks, nurses and cther

workers are In his district. That,
however, is not the ohject so much as
the power of being in personal touch
with people. Mr. Stowell emphasized
this when he received a cull for cooks
to go with the Red Cross.

He sent out the notice to leaders
In the election districts and shortly
afterward they had obtained a score
or more of the men desired. One
district leader himself persuaded two
men to enlist. It is this “neighbor-
hood” touch, this knowing everybody
in the apartment house or city block
or county township where you live,
that makes the possibilities of the
plan so great, according to Mr. Stow-
ell.

Purposes of the League.

“We are organizing that we may
serve the government of the United
States," sald Mr. Stowell, “and assist
to the full in tins great fight for the
things which we have always carried
nearest our hearts—for democracy,
for the right of those who submit to
authority to have a voice in their own
governments, for the rights and lib-
erties of small natlons, for a universal
dominion of right by. such a concert
of free peoples as shall bring pence
and safety to all nations and make the
world itself at last free,

“The Patriotic Service league alms
to form in every congressional dis-
trict an organization to arouse, co-
ordinate and direct on the non-mili-
tary slde the patriotic efforts of all
citizens of both sexes and of every
age, so that an early and successful
termination of the war may result.

“There are other war organizations
In existence, but not on local geo-
graphle lines. For an organization
such as the Patriotic Service league,
which is formed upon geographie linos,
there is real need. Thesg socleties
with thelr partleular objects will find
contaet through this local unit of
neighbors with the individual men and
women in every household by whose
loyal service the natlon’s task will be
accomplished,  We are not competing,
we desire to co-operate.

“It is at this time obviously im-
possible to name all of the activities
in which the organization may be-
come engaged. But it is wise to state
some present specific duties.

Help Get Recruits.

“The government has called for
volunteers to fill the ranks of our ex-
Isting military forces. We should see
that those recruits are obtained, due
attention being paid to exemptions.

“Cases of need In the familles of
soldiers wlll occur. We should find
them and co-operate with the Red
Cross In ald.

“We must have a bureau of employ-
ment for those who have lost their

A~

Jobs and for those who must now seek
employment—wives and sisters,

“Preparing surgical dressings and
all the other activities of the military
end of the Red Cross will demand
time and effort. Let us all see we do
our share.

“We must make sure we do not have
such juvenile delinquency as has oc-
curred in England and in Germany.
The Boy Scouts, the Junior Navy
league and the Junior Police must use
part of the boy power of the commun-
ity. The farmers of the state need
22,000 laborers.

“Food will be scarce. We must find
how to use it to the full. And we
must make known to all the methods
of this conservation. Only by intelli-
gent efforts for ourselves shall we be
able effectively to stand back of those
younger than we who fight.

“Finally, the Patriot Service league,
realizing it is more difficult in a de-
mocracy than in an autocracy for the
government to initiate and to get
things done wlill bring home to every
citizen through speakers and litera-
ture the necessity and the opportunity
for universal service In this fight for
democracy.”

Prominent Men Enlist.

George W. Wickersham, former at-
torney general; Alton B. Parker, once
Democratic candidate f8r the presi-
deney; Oscar 8. Straus, former am-
bassador to Turkey—these are but a
few of the men who are working to
extend the Patrlotic Service league.

The league has now been organized
In the Seventeenth congressional dis-
trict, adjoining the Nineteenth, here,
and has been successfully inaugurated
in Boston.

“The plans for extenslon through-
out the country have been formulated,”
sald Mr. Stowell, “so that it may be
possible to marshal the combined force
of all loyal citizens behind the presi-
dent. The spread of the league will
save an immense amount of dupliea-
tlon. In each community the loyal of-
ficers will know their own people.
They will, for example, easily secure
cooks and attendants for departing
hospital units. They will find needed
mechanies. They will direet their ap-
peals for funds to all those who are
willlng to contribute. The Patrlotice
Service league furnishes the machinery
by which the wisdom of IHoover can
be brought with emphasis to every
kitchen in the land. The citizen
leaguers constitute the ‘third line of
defense.’”

Mr. Stowell sald that the term “citl-
zens" was used in its new accepted
meaning to include women in the full-
est sense. He pointed out that the
success of the project in the Nine-
teenth district was due, in great ex-
tent, to the energy of women, prom-
Inent among whom was Mrs. Nicholas
Murray Butler, wife of the president
of Columbla university.

Another of the women was Mrs.
James N. Taylor, who is devoting most
of her spare time to the league.

AMERICA CALLS AND THIS FAMILY RESPONDS

L every 1ty in e COultry were us puliole as wlae oL mrnest Mezey of Jersey City, N. J., there would be

no need of conseription or enlistment

advertisecments.

Those not old enough to be In the regular army or the National Guard belong to the Boy Scouts.

Mr. Mezey is a soldier and so are several of his seven son;.

HOW THEY

ACT WHEN A ZEPPELIN IS SIGHTED

—~

These children of a Sussex school are being instructed in the manner of behaving when a German Zeppelin
alr ralder 1Is suddenly signaled. At a given signal they lle face down on the ground,

SHE RUNS AN ELEVATOR

Washington.—This city with consid-
erable timidity has licensed its first
woman elevator operator. She con-
ducts an old-fashioned outfit worked
by a rope and located in the bullding
octupied by the Y. W. C. A, Sheis a
buxom Irish lass, well able to take
care of any persiflage from male pas-
sengers, Her name Is Margaret H.
Thompson,

CARTOON CAUSE OF TROUBLE

Nothing Funny About Charges Against
Scion of Celebrated Elephas
Family.

New York.—Formal charges against
a scion of the celebrated Elephas fam-
ily of Africa have been preferred by
Dr. Willlam T. Hornaday. The defend-
ant wasn't in court when the charge
was brought, being detained in the
Bronx,

The defendant's name was Cartoon,
but the complaints against him were
anything but funny. He was charged
with being nasty and not letting his
keepers enter his cage and acting in a
perfectly ungentlemanly fashion. Con-
sequently Doctor Hornaday, host at

‘neutralizes the

the Bronx zoo, asked the board of es-
timate for $1,400 with which to build
an adjoining cage, so that while the
keepers clean one cell the elephant can
be shunted into another.

IS LOCKED IN REFRIGERATOR

Facing Death in a Sound-Proof Box Is
Thrilling Experience of Kansas
Butcher.

Goodland, Kan.—E. W. Sullivan, the
butcher, has just had an experience
that gave him some idea of what it
means to be entombed with little or
no prospect of being rescued.

He entered his shop, locking the
door after him, and then entered the
big refrigerator. The door closed and
the snap lock shut him up in a tem-
perature of about 32 degrees. The big
fce box is stralght and sound-proof, so
that it was impossible to make enough
noise to attract persons puassing on
the street.

A large hook was used to make a
hole in the door, but without success,
and It was only when Sullivan dis-
covered a cleaver in one corner of the
refrigerator that hope was renewed. A
hole was cut in the door near the lock
and the butcher secured release after
an hour’s work,

FINDS CURE FOR GANGRENE

New York Doctor Announces Discov-
ery That Will Probably Save Lives
of Many Soldiers.

New York.—Dr. Carroll G. Bull of
the Rockefeller Institute for Medical
Research has announced a discovery
which will probably save the lives of
thousands of soldiers during the war.
It is a discovery of an antitoxin that
work of germs in
wounds where gangrene usually devel-
ops.

Doctor Bull has tried the experiment
out on guinea plgs with splendld re-
sults. He is the first American doctor
to make such a discovery.

GIRLS FORM CLUB TO
CHEER SOLDIER BOYS
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[ Cleveland, O. — The Young
¢ Women’s Liberty club has been
® organized here. Its object is ro
: cheer lonesome soldlers in camp
® or at the front. Each member
e writes to some soldier boy who
® hasn't any relatives or sweet-
: hearts. The membership is
: growing rapidly.
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There is a reaction in Norway
against encouraging the investment of
foreign capital in that country.

GIVEN FOR FARM WORK

This bronze badge, about two inches
in diameter, is given each city boy who
works for three weeks on a farm as a
member of the United States Boys'
Working reserve. The badge bears
the United States coat of arms.

Luminous Rifle Sights.

Rifle sights that can be used at night
are the subject of a United States pat-
ent recently granted Britunno Solaro
del Borgo of larls, France. These
sights consist of small chambers con-
taining radio-active material whose
glow can be seen by the marksman,
The chambers are provided with lenses
to protect their contents. These spe-
cial night sights are arranged on a
rifle in the usual manner—back sights
and fore sights—and the marksman
simple lines up the faint spots of light
with the taget. Two chambers or

lights are provided for the fore sights |

and two for the back sights.—Scien-
tific American.

Telescribe New Instrument.

The telescribe, an instrument which
records both sides of a conversation, 1s
sald to be Thomas Edison's latest in-
vention. The telescribe consists of a
dictating machine which has special
receiving appliances and a socket in
which the ordinary telephone receiver
Is placed. The message may be con-
firmed at any time by use of the dic-
tating machine.

Kitchen Convenience.

A convenient device in the form of
a good-sized depression in the center
or end of a kitchen sink does away
with the necessity of drawing and
emptying water for a separate pan. By
the addition of a double set of sieves

the dishes may be washed and drained | §

without being touched by the hands.

Regulating a Necessity.
“What do you think of ¢ensorship?"
“It's all right, if it doesn’t go so far

s to elilminate our supply of news and
give our enemies a chance to substi-
tute a spwious article.”
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HORSES, T00, LIVE IN THE TRENCHES

Horses used by a British force stabled in an old German trench.

| BROKEN TRACTOR DELAYS BIG GUN
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Photograph taken during a British advance, showing the barrel of a great
gun thu; Is delayed by the breaking down of its tractor, i -
V;
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