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CARRYING ON.

The Montana Nonpartisan with this fsaue again takes up the burden
of carrying to the members and friends, and we hope the enemies, of the
leagne through thiz State the mesdage of the organizations. We have heen
forced to suspend for two weeks owing to regulations of the pulp and
paper department, which advimed the starting of no mew papers during
the period of the war and requested the curtmilment of those already in
axigt except. apparently, the big metropolitan press. Wa shall now
proceed to publish again and hope to make the Mofipartisan a permanent
feature. The members have expresssd their desire for this poblication in
no nncertain terms, Toth by petition and private correspondence, for
which we thank them. We shall continne to "carry on,'* doing our patt
a3 well ax we may in the great campaign which shall give to the people of
Montana control of the law.making machinery two yeats hence.

THE BILLINGS GAZETTE SAYS AMEN.

The RBillings (Gazetta in B recent editorial undertook to preach the
funeral sermon of the Nonpartisan league. It was quite eloquent and
satisfactory am » weep-fest and lacked only one thing ao far as we can
see, the corpae was absent without leave,

After reviewing the sitnation very carefully and hopefully, the Gazette
reaches the conclusion that '*Thera will be few tears shed over the prasing
of the leagne 23 a would-be political factor in Montana, to which pions hape
it says, Amen: guite sanctimoniousy. Brother, you are wrong sgain. Thera
haa been buckets, oceans, oodles of tears spilt over this, wesping snd wail-
ing and gnashing of teeth has bean something frightful, for yon state the
trouble correctly but draw the wrong inference. It is that very ‘'Pasming
of the league’ ' from a propaganda stage into a political entity in Montana
which is cansing such dismay in the high places of the Mighty. Those who
mistock their class prejudices for intellipence and fought the farmers'
movement with abuge, stander and misinformation, are slightly npset over
the result, thank you.

For the rest, the corpae is resting quite aaally and a thoroly good night
was reported this morning. Seventesen members in the legislature, three
senators and over 100 county officers, 25,000 members, and still they
come—1Im, some COTREe: 23y Amen again, brother, And in conclusion, we
don't know how the rest view it, but if we had assisted at the defeat of
one of the most intelligent women in Montana, if we had supported those
whe tarred and feathered citizens for their political opinions, if we had
attacked all who were opposed to copper, if we had striven to block the
spread of democracy smongst the mass of the people, we wonld at least
keap atill after the deed wans done, leat some amongst the gensrous mindsd
abused, remember it. Wonder the Gazette doesn’t tamble.

THE FIRST CONVENTION.

The gathering togethar of the state executive boards in convention at
Bt Paul December 3 is an affair of great moment to the leagme. A good
dsal of atmse has heen handed aronnd about the avtocratic mansgement
of the league and the gang press has never ceased to wonder where the
dues paid by the members go. They have persigtently said that A. O,
Townley was the recipient and that most of the money wasa spent on his
wife, In fact, being themeselvea corrupt and debaaed to the last degres,
having no ethics other than those of the jungle, which are summed up in
that delightful excuse for all manner of sknlduggecy, *'Get the mon,"'
they are absolutely incapable of comprehending the mind of 2 man whose
idesls of sacial progrese are such that ‘‘getting the mon'' for petsonal
plensure is popitively abhorrent. They could forgive Townley If ha were
only a dreamer, but what burts ia that he has made dreams come true, and
placed North Dakota on the map as a real commonwealth, also that 12
other statez are in the process of settling their various ‘‘old ganga' once
and for all. With §16 bi-annual dues, and a vast deal of horse sense, thiz
bas heen accomplished.

The convention will show HOW the monsy was spent, since every think-
ing person knows that carrying on an organization the size of the league
is WHERE it was spent. The examination of the books and acconnta
however, will asttle that thing up in proper shape. Froblems of future
organization metheds and modos, are also to be discussed, and the league
position made plain in relation to the vast social developments confront-
ing us. Altogether it will be an interesting and absorbing event.

WOMEN STILL WAITING.
_ The suffrage amendment atill waite to become part of the constitution.
A remarkable asituation indeed. Heye is 3 nation making a roar through-
out the civilized world of its devotion to demwocracy, pestering its world
neighbors with almoat uncivil iusistance, to kindly note that it is the head
and fromt of the legions of Deios, if not the very fountain head and
sonrce of government of the paople, by the people and for the people, and
still denying to its women what Russia, Germany, Britain, Australia, Can-
ada, Mexico, Finnland, Bcandinavia and a dozen other *'hackward’” na-
tions have slready granted them. -

Some say the Solid South is r ible for it, b tha T
women Will not tolerate admitting to equal suffrage rights their colored
sisters. Others, that senate and vongress realize that the sentiment of
the country is opposed as a whole to women participating in the businesa
of politice—out of chivalrons regard for their tender feelings we mnder-
gtand—whila still others maintain that even if the women had the ballot
they wonldn't know what to do with it, and thersfore should not he trust-
eod with poch a dangercus weapon any more than a three-year-old should
be given an automuatic firearm.

AR of which mouldy piffle has heen ghot to piecea so often and so long
ago outeide the confines of this paticn, that to disenss it wonld be to dig-
nify it- It seems to ud that the real reasom behind it all, is that ever since
the founding of political democracy—which at best is a mere shadow of
thie veal thing—a struggle has gone on between two groups, ohe %o exclude
&8 many as possible from the business of balloting, the other to include
the largest pomgible number, English folkmoot, wilangemote, parlisment,
French commune, states general, chamber: American county, stats as-
sembly and congress have each suffered from this sconrge. Always has
& small coterie sought to hold the machinery of government as & mere
weapon with which to hedge their property rights abont with impregnable
defenses. Always have they therefore inflicted as limited a suffrage
upon the rest of the nation as was humanly possible, and woman being
the last to smerge from the status of personal property and therefore the
lawyers would say, sufficiently protected by law, in that category, nat-
urally are the last to receive recognition as people.

Universa! suffrage, regardiess of sex, seems to the great property
owners like putting forth upon an uncharted sea, studded with anb-
merged rocks which seem to simply ache to wreck the ship of *'special
privilege,”” for, once admit ALL to the business of voting and a little
edueation of the masses would mean the end once and for all of the rule
of the few against the many. This is the source of opposition. That the
woman's movement itself is remt by the same govarrel does not matter,
woman should at once be plucked from the degrading status of mege
onlookers and enfranchised with all adulta, We hope the amendment will

CANTY,
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AMERICA'S CHOICE TODAY.

With the fall of the ancient governments which rested like an incubua
upon the peoplea of the central empires has come, not merely political
change, but revolution; and revolution which seems as yet to assnume no
final and ordered form, but to run from one finid change to another, until
thoughtful men are forced to ask themselves with what governments, and
of what sort, are we about to deal in the making of the covenants of
peace? Excesses accomplish nothing. Unhappy Russin has furnished
abundant proof of that Disorder immedigtely defeats itself. If ax-
cesses stould coour, if disorder should for s time raise its head, a sober
second thought will follow and a day of constructive action, if we help and
! do not hinder.~Preaident Wilaon, in his address to Congress. Novem-
| her 1L

—

THE WAR ENDS.

It i finished. TFurl the loody bunmers of battle, away with trumpet-
call and rolling drum, stri, off the ensanguined garments of world strife
and turn again to progres.. The sombre shadow of the Beast has obscured
the sun of day long enoagh. It is finished. Tenderly bury the un.num-
bered dead, bind up th: gaping wounds of those who live, asanage their
grief. Lat the marry grinding of the plow replace the rumble of the red-
tongued guns, let there be life where yesterday there was only death,
Away with it. It is finished.

8o it ghould be throughout the earth, 3o is the wish of all forward look-
ing folk, so it shall be if in the great tutsle mow t i, the progresst
forces of the world emerge trlumphant, Let up take heed tho, leat thome
dark forces who today are plotting the comtinuation of the war spirit and
all it entails, outwit ua. :

They seek to rivit the yoke more tightly upon the people of the world,
they would rob us of the fruits for which so great s price has heen paid,
they still think in terms of property rights, to the sxclusion of human
rights. Already a large group has discisimed their glowing promises mads
when they needed the co-operation of the working people. Belf-detarmina-
tion of nations, no annexations and no indemnities and the participation
of laboring folk in the peace councils ara already forgotten, and they are
busy with plana to rearrange tarritory and influence in such a manner that
in ten years hence we shall ses an outbreak almilar to that from which
we have just emerged. The progressive forces of the continent, amongst
which the league in one of the foremost, have a great task ahead, a task
which must be hrought to a succesaful comclusion, if all that has besn
gained in this bloody inferno be not lost forever.
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WHO LOST?

Don't think for a minute that it was the leagne. It must hove baen
someons olas, At any rate it was not the farmera. the
situstion as briefly as pousible, we find the leagne entered this cam-
paign two years ago. At that time we did not hold a single offics in
nothing to Jose, It is true, we falled to
for, but we did not LOSE. Te loss,
wa started. Are wa? If you will
BANG i the only one that bas the

is
in the state. Among these
or more leglslators and a supreme conrt judge.
pome connties every officer in the connty was slected by the league.
. this next twp years campaign with
a membership of over 26,000, aver 100 elscted officials, & well organ-
ized working force, & knowledge of the state and numerons other ad-
vantages, nons of which we had two years ago.

Attention Butte Minsr, Missoulian and Helena Indepsndent:

We may also Serve notice on your working force, such ss mobsters,
bar-flies, gunmen, stool pigeons and some small weskly papers and
traveling men—that

g
o
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‘WE HAVE JUBT BEGUN TO FIGHT.

When auyone ventnres the aspertion that the farmers are golng to
quit, it might be well to call to their attentfon that they have laft us
0o place to quit. When they took away onr right to be patriotic snd
loyal, thay took away everything else, not only a place to qunit, but
all desire to quit. No, the word *'QUIT'' iz not OURS. They are
the central powers in this battle, onrs is the position of the allles. We
may loss a battle, hut we will not loze the war.

In our work during the past two yeara we have had to contend with
many abnormal conditions which were tremendously in the favor of
the orposition and sgalnst us. The last two vears, crop conditions
were bad, then followed our entry into the war, and on top of this the
“'flo’* epidemic, ting a speaking campaign. This was fullowed
by & heavy snowstorm on election day over almost the entire state, pre-
vanting at least 10,000 league members and 5,000 sympathizers from
gotting to the polls, Thess members and sympathicers wounld have
inereased the vote of Jeannette Rankin to approximately 40,000, or
nearly 40 per cent of the emtire vote of the stats. Thia ia the actual
strength of the leagua gained In face of the most tremendons campsign
of misrepresentation ang prejudice, together with extreme sbmormal
conditions.

80 we have 5 wtart for the next two years of 100 slactad officlals,
95,000 seasoned troops, and a well organized working force, driving
toward complete state contrel in 1920, But, on the other hand, we do
not anticipate a drouth, war or pestilence, followed by & heavy mnow-
storm on election day. We shall also have the marked advantage of
it being presidential election year with a governor and full state ticket
to slect.

Teking this all into consideration, we never entered a campaign that
held sach promise for the farmers as does the next two years in the
state of Montana, The many letters cowing in to this office assuring
us of the determination of the memhbers tu {ollow op what they feel to
be a distinct advantage, runs our enthusizsiy np to near 100 per cont
prassure. Bo if you feel the same, and we believe you do, we can
easily go '‘over the top'’ in 1920. How many are ready to remew
your pledge ““WE'LL BTIOK''? Have your answer resdy when the
crgenizer calls,

With a pledge of unfailing loyalty to you and our cause, I am

£ Fraternally yours,
D. ¢. DORMAN, Btate Supt.
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The rosy promise of participation by the cemmen people in the pesce
councils, seems to have gune glimmering with no annexations and ne Indem-
nities and also, has anyone seen younmg Belf-determination wround anywhere?

The league being dead, rises to remark that the woret is yet to come for
the undertakers. There will be some haunting scenes nt Helens next session.

Censiernation reigna in the sanctums of the copper press, thoss ripe old
rellable retorts, seditionlst, disloyalist, and pro-German, have fallen from
their high estate, We understand thal an extra ssssion of the invisfble gov-
ernment is to be called to devise something cqually telling 1o take the place
of the dear departed.

The kaiser having been deposed and his varions ceusins, grand sumts and
“Uneles” twice removed having followed suit. what’s the matter with sug-
gesting a permanent vacation to some of our industrial kalsers.

MINNESOTA ON THE WAY.

A glorious victory b it shows
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Some
Things
To Ponder
0\;er

SEEK RETURN
10 PRE-WAR
LOND

The great wer has not yet driven
from the minda of the political trog-
lodytes who infest the legislative halla
the outworn s and aslogans of the
p:st.t tahey st;ll seek it.n raise & du;é
about things of minor importance a
to deliberately fgmore the repl wital
and shipen doubly important things
of today, They have discovered a new
bauhle, glittnunﬁ enough at that: it is
“reconstruction.” All the little men
who it in the editorial chalrs of great
daily and weekly papers, every little,
insignificant office hunter. has en-
larged upon the “preat period of Te-
construction just ahead of us,” hardly

for most of them are incapable of re-
eonstructing anything, Question any
of them, analyze the editorials and
articles and it ‘speedily becomes ap-
parcnk that for them reconstruction
means flopping back to pre-war con-
ditions, simply that and nothing more.
Reaction Not R it b

This i3 simply the cry of remction
and not of reconstruction. For in-
stance, under the terrible urge of the
great war there was forced, however
unwillingly. upon the ruling clasa of
this eountry the necessity of govern-
ment control of the railroads. Under
the direction of Mr, McAdoo theas
roads began to be welded into one sys-
tem. An effort was made to elimin-
ate as much as possible the duplica-
tion which was one of the evils of pri-
vate enterprize, n better aystem of
distributing ears enforved, rnd what
hurt the profiteers moat, labor-power

was contained in living human ereat.
urea and was not & mere senseless
commodity like pork, for inatance.
Wages were not Inereased, it in true,
and the eight-hour day wasz shot to
pleces. We mean that the money
wage, althe advanced szomewhat, did
not begin to equal the sharp rise in
the coat of living, hence the standard
of living fell. Hut at that it was bet-
ter than the conditions prevailing un-
der private control and ewnership, a
great deal better. 2

Now comes ancther advance in
tates, coupled with the reslgnation of
Mr. McAdoo and it begina to look as
il the junker control of conpresa .is
pretty nearly iron-elad. The advance
in rates will of course raise a hawl
from those who uze the roads, and it
is bringing jo{ to the “reconstruction.
ista™ becange it mesns that their hands
will be satrengthened in the battle
which is bound to come for the return
of the roads to private ownerghip,
There i one thing, however, which
atill atands in their way, the manage-
ment of the roads and their return to
old conditions is abaolutely imposaible
Irom the point of view of the exploit-
er until wages ahall have been forced
down,

They are planning to do this. The
labor mﬁ;ﬂi:nﬁons, fearfully weak-
ened by war, both by the drafting
of most of their best fighting men and
by the otter anbservﬁnm of many
leading figutes in the Federation teo
the dictates of capital, are in no shape

ingidious falsehood that labor has mo
business in politics which has heen
the great slogan of those controling
the federation, has resulted in the to-
ta]l proatration of ofganized labor, as
auch. Well mi]ght B grent reactionary
eastern journal rejcice that “We have
no dpoliliml laborites in this country,”
and that the American trades unionlst
votes ms m citizen and not am & work-
er; it ia all too true. Labor faces its
Armageddon at the hands of “recon-
atructioniata.”

Farmers also are in the swme boat,
altho they have & nolrticai
{organization, the Nonpartisan league,
officered and directe men whe
have no delusions and see the struggle
a8 it really i3, Tet the reactionaries
control, let them get hack the roads,

sucking tentacles deep in the hide of
the producer worse conditions will
develop than existed hefors the war.
Modern systems of et‘l.inﬁuthe world’s
work done depend absolutely upon

transportation, the farmer would get
b el

knowing of what they speak and write, th

was handled with some idea that it|jus:

to resist. The promulgation of the |1

let them onee more plant thelr blood-|all

ficiency of this nation and set it to
thinking. We have st last broken out
of the swaddling bands of colonial
thought and entered inte the first
phase of a real world naticn. Bome
reactionaries realize that too, but they
view it from exnetagthe eppoaits di-
rection to that of radicul. They
sge only the aggrandisement of them-
selven, they aee the Stars and Stripes
in the same place as the German im-
perialists would have had the German
eagle, domination of the warld; and
such & world. A world full of antag-
onism, of hatred. of fierce and half
suppressed rebellions, B08 B
world of which the center ia New York
and into whose treasuries flow con-
stant streams of gold from the rest
of mankind held in the thrall of low
wages and long hours. . Thay are in-
concelvably stupid, hideously greedy,
hotribly reactionary. The summum
monum of their existence is the ex-
traction of surplus values from the
hides of the producing mpases, their
dream of progress, a awelling pile of
wald- It in the work of the propres.
sive forees to hold this thing back, and
it is going to be 8 man’a task. Across
e water is being hammered into
shape, clean and pure, s democracy.
Let it never be written in the pages
of history that the ucing element
of America failed their co-workers in
the hour of their trial,

BRIT JUNKERS
KNOCK WILSON

(From Literary Digest.)

Frankly, there is no person of whom
we are so much afraid at this hour
a3 President Wilson, and wa say it
with & profound respect for his high
character and station. Indeed, it is

t beemuse we know the ind -
ence of hia mind and the purity of his
purpose that we are afraid of him.
President Wilaon is mn idealist, and
idealists are sometimes very danger-
ous people, The Americang, taken in
the mass, are n curfous compound of
sentimentality and realism. mthdr
renident's idealism is an Idol of the
L uter.I Land igﬂ ;}:lite untouched by

@ realism o ¢ Forum wor the
Tribe.
r{,ef- e cfomhider twudor three of the
articles of the president’s message.
Article IT runs: ‘F'.Abaolute freedomg:t
navigation upon the sems outside ter-
ritorial waters alike In peace and in
WAT, excepl as the sens may be closed .
in whole or in part by iutl;rnal:iu‘un!

t of int

action for the enf
The* limit of ter-

tional covenants,”
ritorlal walfrs ia three miles, which
was fixed in the time of emiling ves-
sols, or when ateam navigation was
in {ts infancy. In these days, when
zuns have been built to carry 70
talles, and can easily hit a mark at
15 miles, when steam and elactricity
have develaped all kinda of methods
of warfare, the three-mile limit would
be absurd. It woold be necessaATy to
return to the mare clausum for the
channel and our cossts. We cogld
never accept this.

President Wilson’s e and ad-
dress igmore the fmct that the peace.
new slowly emerging from the smoke
of the guns, iz not the president’s
pence, and has not been won by the ab-
stract doctrines of demoeracy or the

topian proponsitions of a I
nations, but by the blood and the
maney of England, France, and Italy,
poured out like water during four ter.
rible years. It is true that without
the American troops the entente allies
could mot. have turned the tide of war
toward the German frontier. But it
is equally true that without the four

re’ fighting by the French, Brit-
ish and Italian avmies the present mil-
itary situation could not have been
achievod. President Wileon would be
the first to admit this; He muat al-
ready have realized it. When it comes
to the application of abstraet prin-
ciples to conerete details we feel sore
that the Atherican president will per-
cleva that some of his propositions
or terms of peace can not porsibly be
accepled by the governments of the
iez without the prossest Injustice
and the gravest injury to their na-
tional interesta.”

There is much talk about the igno-
r:nt‘nusnan pensanta and their harsh

no coal, no ¥, no | 5
one of the thousand thinga he must
use, were it not for tmmg?arhtmn, or
would he be able to get

to the marketa of the world. The same
Ia true of all industry; who holds the
lines of communication in war, reaps
the victory, who holds them in peace,

.Iﬂmt Minnesota {8 coming to ita
genses at last, and that while we'may
have to endure m few more yemra of
political trick of “100 per cent Amer- |the special privilege disgrace, the end
icanism™ and a few other like slogans |ig in isght, and it will not be long
that sullied the Btars and Stripes and (until the people will have a volee in
makes the true American ashamed of [stztc governments — MESABA
hiz fetlowman. H{MINN,) ORE.

It is a glorious victory even if we
have failed to oust all of the political
bernacles who have stood for re-elec.
tion upon the debasing and disgusting

tes the rest of the world, The
reactionaries seek to fix 1]
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t of the ruling classes. RBe-
fore forming an opinion it is worth
while to ask why the peasants are
ignorant when these ruling classen
did the rul_lm to a'l lé]i;tle over m
¥ear apgn, raise ¢ peasants
88 beasts of burden only, fi can
hardly complain much if the sts
bite and kiek.

again upon the arteries of this system
if they can.
Forward, Not Backward.

We have advanced a little step in
world 2 very little atep 'tls
true. Let ve not go back, let us press
on. We have, thanks to the war, at
last jarred the unutterable self-sof-

If Colonel Rooseveli Iz so anxious
to denounce something, why not mt-
tract his attention to the profiteering
packera? The colone! seemas to find
it difficult to denounce aﬂaﬁdﬁng of

real importance — MIIL, LACS
(MINN.) NEWS.




