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Hot Resolutions
From Some Locals

GENERAL STRIKE OF FARMERS
AIWOCATED AND CONFISCA-
TION OF SPECULATOR LANDS
FOE SOLDIERS, THEIR IDEA.

(From Army and Navy News)

The most important gathering of
western agricultutists in the history
of Alberta will be the coming ronven-
tion of the United Farmers of Al-
berta at Edmonton on Janumry 2i, 22
23 and 24 next, when such topics as
the tariff and settlemont of soldiers
on the tand will be taken np. The
tariff question is a burning one with
the farmers of the west who are uni-
formly aggsinst high tariff between
Canada and the United States, eapec-
ially with regard to duty on agri-
eultural implements.

The local U. ¥. A. branch at Arden.
eode, Alta., is submitting a resolution
demanding the election of a delogation
to proceed te Ottawa in conjunction
with other farmer associations in the
western provinces, “to protest against
any increase in the tariff”. The pro-
posal iz expected to receive almost
unanimous support from the conven-
tion though other locals are demand-
ing that it be amended to include a
demand for the redwction of present
daties. -

RETURNED SOLDIERS

Lakeside of Lacombe, Alla., ia pre-
senting a resolution demanding that
the convention o on record as urg-
ing the government to make every
effort to locate returned soldiers in
their own home amd neighborhood,
also that the government purchase
outright all available lands held wva-
cant by speculators, railroads or other
corporations snd use them for locat-
ing returned veterans. This is aimed
chiefly at the Canadian Pacific Rail
way and the Hudson's Bay compmg.
two corporations which are the hold-
ers of big Isnd grants in the west-
arn proviness.

A GENERAL STRIKE

A an iliustration of the sentiment

of the farmera apainat tariff on farm

hinery, the L local of Zet-
land, Alta., ia proposing thal the con-
vention place itself on record in order
ing a peneral strike of all farmers
“ontil such time as the povernment
seea fit to remove the duties on all
farm machinery.”

Among other reselutions which will
be submitted to the eonvention are the
following:

Demanding that the government
cemmandeer vacant landa held hy spe-
ulators “at  pricea paid by these
parties for the same and open them
fur settlement by returnad veterans.

Agking the government to Inveati-
gate the profits of mine aperators and
regnlate them by o sharply egraduated
ineome tax.

Asking the%overnment. to fix the
profit to be made on substitutds for
wheat flout, L]

Enactment of a law by the Legle-

lature of Alberta making the pur-!

chase of farm produce on any other
basis than cush illegal.

Appointment of 3 Tederal commis-
sion to investigate profits of all com-
panies in Canada.

Enactment of a provineial law mak-
ing it necessary for hail insurance
companiea to adjust demages within
ten days of the occurence of such
damage,

Requesting the provineial govern-
ment to investigate methods ueed in
Mantgna and North Dakota to destroy
gophers with a view to adopting n
similar system in Alberta.

Enactment of federnl legislation
making war bonds legal tender for all
debts, public and private.

Provincial legislation allowing chi-
mimr't::ws to ndntiniater treatment in

Enactment of a provincial law com-
pelling owners of livery and feed
barnz to build standard mangers.

Requeating that the officlal organ
of the association refrain from usi
titles of nobility in connection wlx
BNy persen’s name.

Demanding that the federn] pow-
emment refuse in the future to enter

into compact with any sect or bro-|based

therhood  guaranteeing
from military mervice. i

Amking the federal parliament to
pass legislation taking from the pov.
ernor general of Canada the power
to repeal through an order in coun-
cil all legislation.

exemption

_ Undismayed.

The Nonpartisan lesgue of Idahe,
organized but a few months ago, has
made its first canupaign in this state,
fﬁ;ﬂ:hmﬂeastbd:he o et;ru not

o ublican party, thorough-
¥ reatiacd bt the ofuﬁe
old-line Democratic party, together
with the power {rust and big business,
which know no party lines, When
we eome to look over the field it is
really surprising that the League has
won any victories in this, its firsé
contest. The League inembers are not
discouraged, but with united fromt
and growing ranks will keep on un-
#il right and fair dealing ave triomph-
ant. The farmers have mads their
influence falt even though their or-
rahization was young, They will snr-
render ho vaptage point gmined and
at the next contest they will win—'
Numpa (Idaho} Record.

STINK WEED

IN THE GROP

IMPASSIONE

(Minnesota Leader.)

Arguments were presented be-
fore the Minnesota supreme court
Monday on the petition of Joaeph
i Gilbert, former manager of or-

ganization work of the League,
and Serreant Louis W. Martin,
U, 8. A, former League OFgan-
izer, for a new trial and on an ap-
peal from the judgment of the
district coort of Goodhue county,
juries of business men in which
had convicted both men of tromp-
ed-up charges of disloyaliy.

Briefs were filad by the opposing
lawyers and after the oral arguments
the court took the jeint case under
gdvisement. Thirty-eight * apsign-
iments of arror are to be consid:
;and a decision is not expected for
| several weeks. -
| The thiet* point  emphaaized by
George Nordlin, sttorney for Gilbext
and Sergeant Martin, was that even
had tha accused men maid the thinga
at Kenyon, Avgust 18, 1917, attribat-
cod to them by prejudiced witnesses,
iwhich wag not admitted, their words
‘constituted no offense, They were
‘charged with uttering words which
|were ca ted to discourage entiat-
menta in the army and bavy and ob-
structing the prosecution of the war.

“When we comg to read the lan-
guage charged in the indictments and
compare it with that upon which the
prosecution .in the Townley case was

sed, and remember that Gilbert
teatified that he gquoted from
some resolutions which the supreme
court held were without taint of sedi-
tion, we are forced to the conclusion
that Gilbert’s talk was nothing more
or leas than an attempt to give orally
the same expressions and views con-
tained in the resclutions.” Mr. Nord-
lin saild.

Mr. Nordlin referred at length
to the parrot-like chorus of the
witnesses for the prosecution, all
of whom repested word for word
without variation the exact lam-
gunge of the indictment.

‘Our courts hmve always held,”
Mr. Nordlin said, “that exact
gimilarity of staftements is um-
true to human experiemca amd
should be rejected.’ :

Randell Refy

‘erred To. !
The case of N. 3. Randall, former

Lengue lecturer, who was convicled
of a similar offense in the Goodhue
county distrlet eourt, in a trial fea.
tured by intimidation of witnesses
and mob violence, was brought into
the argument, becanse Sergeant Mar-
tin waz accused of having detlared
that he approved of what Gilbert and
Randall had said at the Kenyon meet-

ng. i
Randall’s case will boe brooght be-|

SUPREME GOURT HEARS
DEFENCE OF PROFITEERS

Gilbert Martin Cases Taken Under Advisementzzgu“ﬁiifr'." Then ws agreo with the

D PIFFLE IN

WISDOM FROM
- THE “NATION”

The Nation.

“For if the milla of the goda have
caught and crushed the Hohenzollerns
and Eapaburgs and the kinga of Ba-
varia and what not, they still have
much crushing to do,” it says. “Every

weeks.
“Azide from the childish attempt:

to fasten u criminal cffect to Martin's!
expresaion of agreement to what Gil-|
bert and Randall arve supposed to!
have said, the only statement attrib-:
uted to Martin in the indictment iz
that he sald he was pro-German,”
Mr. Nordlin declared. “If this were!
not said in a purely Jjeking
ad testified to by him and used in the
partienlar way In which he testified,
how can it be considered as teaching
and sdvocating that eitizenz should
not ald the government in the cArry-
ing on of the war?" Mr. Nordlin
asked. “Such an expression,” he con-
tinued, “if truly indieative of the
apeaker’s menta! attitude, could poe-
sibly mubjert him to internment or
other restrictions, under the fadera]
laws, but surely-could never be con-
sidered as a teaching or advocating
of anything.”

“I am reminded of the “Virginjan's'
atatement: 'When you aay that, smile.’
Martin smiled when he sald he was
I"pro-German.

., “Unless actual circumstances are
first proven showing the opportunity
of such langnage to commit a erime,
no foundation hes been laid for in-
troducing evidence of what took place
a month before, and in no wav con.
nected with the circumstances at the
date of the offense alleged in the in-
dictment.

“In other werds,” Mr. Nordlin
said emphatienlly, "tllel original
when oral, is dead

immediately afier niterance, and
ita ability to commit crime like-
wise dend, and the only manner
in which mnid language ean under
ANy cons| ion constitwte the
basia of a Ister eriminal mct is
when the language is brought to
life again by reiteration, and the
evidence in this csse conelusively
shows that this did not oecur.”

Assistant Attorney General James
Martin and County Attorney Mohn of
Goodhue cplmt¥ apgosed the granting
of new trials for Gilbert anrf Martin
amd the reversal of the judgment of
the lower court,

Martin Defends Rich Men.

Mr. Martin put up a vigorous de-
fense for the wealthy men and fat
corporations of the United States, and
sald conscription of wealth was 3 mon-
strous enpgestion. He became elo-
quent in hiz defenre of the 2 per cont
of the population who own 98 per cent
of the wealth and didn't. mmﬁani
war profiteera onee,

It was clear from his impagsioned

argument that the advocaey of con-
acription of wealth was “traitorous"
in the extreme,

marmer';a“d our own lesser armor

r king, whether a well-mean-
ing figurchead or despot, sheuld and
But these are now few in

erman socialista that no man woh

‘had anything to do with starting this
fore the supreme ocourt within a few  war ghould remain in public life, In

Russia, in Austria-Hungary and in
Turkey they are gone. We hope and
trust that the spirit of reveolution
abroad will not die until all the mak-
ora of secret treaties are cast out,
and with them, as amongst the worst
enemies of mankind, the armament
manufpctarers, the Kruppa, the Cren-
sots, the Armstrongs the Whitworths.
gun-
makers, We desire no end to revolu-
tien abroad until custom houses every
where have gone by the board. Wa
wish no end to democratic ferment in
Europe until the professional diplo-
mut of the past has heen und flat,
ami with him those alleged stateamen
who helleve that the backward or the
xist ‘”1‘ Lt t;e‘ ”leitmi"f ‘&r" ish
e only to exp . We wia
o en! to the revolutien umtil
there shall no longer be talk of
developing hinterlander, spheres
influemce or coloenbes, ll:‘ of
some means’ of hoMing them in
trust by  joint [Imternationsl
agreement for the benefit of
those to whom the soll rightfully
belongs. Thus we shoold have
England retire from Egypt and
Pernin, the Italians frem Tripeli
and Japan from Kieo-Cheu, and
France from Cochin-China and
Madagnscar. and Belgium from
the hiood-stained while
:vlh: E;l.{ted 18ates um“” ﬁ:ilum-
retiri from -
pines, Haitl.nﬁan Domingo and
Nicaragua. We wish no limit to

Prussisnism Net Desd.

For the kaiser is but the vilest
flower of a aystem. and it is tha sys-
tem and the splrit which wderile it
that must go. The battle against
Pruzsinn militarism fs not yet won.
Tta first hloodé phase is, thank God,
kg, i a thot Sherar; e prrved
aj ng, LR
sianism exista everywhers, in Paris,
in London, in —
and in Washington. Only in Moscow
ia it wholly crushed to earth. We
shall neither have made this the Inst
of wars nor safeguarded democracy.

if we do not extirpate everywhere the
spirit that would not only conguer
other people’s landa as Germany con-
quered Belgium and Serbia and Italy
conquered Tripoli, bt would enslave
their spuls and bodies as wall, As
long an it is left to a few men any-
whete to decide whether nations shatl
go to war, ag long ag there are men
abroad like Mr. Taft to say that just
when we have crushed German mili-
tarism we must war against the Rus-
gians andyGermans to see to it that
the revolutiona there result in precize-
Iy the kind of povernments that we
prefer, just aoc long is the war to end
Lwar merely begun.”

Thiz is surely catching the spirit
that ik abroad in the land waiting to
find voice. It is not socialism; but
it is surely the spirit of Americanism
as America's great dead, Garrison,
Phillips, Brown. Jofferson and the
rest felt it

DEPENDS HOW MUCH
Y0U. WAT REFORM

CHANGING POLICY.

The whole question of whether our
northwestern atates and in time the
United Btates is going fo have a
siccessful propressive movement de-
pends oh whether we need a chanpge
in policy. Do our farmers and 2~
workers in the eities and small busin-
exs need an amended system or a dif-
ferent system Irom that which en-
ables large capitalists to govern mar-
kets and industry? If the people can
live happily with the despotism of
plotocrats controlling their liviihood,
then we shall not ses much change,

We shall go on devoting our polit-
ical energles to ¢ sonnel
in the administering of t hato-
cratic aystem we now have. There
will be much ink spilled and oratory

ot over the guestion as to
whether Wilson or Rotasvelt, whether
democrats or repulilicans ran the bet-
ter administer the fundawentsl pol-
icy we are mow living under. Such
obvionaly is all that we can do under
the old two-party system.

We can not changa policies with it
because each party iv mude up of re-
actionaries and propressives who
might want a change of policy. Both
of these clem

ms it ey in nonessentinls the reme-
tionary wing, which supplies the cam-
paign funds, wi
mmi-e that strikes sperial privilepe,

3 the democrats in 1912 were go-
ing to sbolish the trosts, but all that
hag been done in that direction haa
been to change the mame of the

. |beast to "large industrial unit.” The

republicans were gof ;o mab:n: ma
trusts behave regulation, &
trusta ﬂwﬂnhg \mg:t thefr repula-
tion,
To ch the fund tal pn!lciy
we must get all those who demand it
and would benefit by it in one camp.
This ind::md;;.t u&uep co:ll.d the:;
proceed to capture machinety of
one of the old parties, as the nonpar-
tisan league does, or it could be made
a Beparate party. Until we succeed
in_this we shall merely change ad-
ministrations and on our mighty po-
litical efforts will depend auch gues-
tiong az whether we shall have -

' oeratic or republican postmanters.

ents have to agres on|will be held for
what the party does, and compromise | fn,

will never make a com- |[to ha

COLORADO 1N

: Colorado Leader,
To the splendid, loyal faymers of
the Loague: This may bs s farswell.
%"tm“iiﬂlﬁ nuat:'ewﬂlremm-

BE. a8 you the a of the
Colorado Leader, It has l:ga child
of pain. It waw born from the womb
of your denire, When you joined the
it was explained that soms
day we hoped to have a Colorado pa-
per all our own, The wish han bheen
realized, temporarily at least,

One day the state manuger, . W.
Moraer, called the pressut editor, Mr.
Vance Monroe, to Denver and the pa.
Per wgs started. We at once found
tlimt .;h:j, natlolc:mlldwgr board had de-
clare ere should be ne new papers
atarted. Sop the Haxtun Hernld was
used as the state gapm- for a few
woeks, This waa objected to by the
postmagter at Haxtun, who is, was
and always shall be, an inveteratc foe
the farmers "organization. He sent
in & complaint to the United States
postoffice authoritles that was a mis-
erable falsification to say the least.
But, at any rate, he was succesafy)
in barring ue from the mails. Then
Leagune headquarters made a stren-
uous effort to have the paper andmit-
ted to the mails as the Celorado Lead.
€r. A man was eemt t0 Washington
to intercede with the war industriea
board. He was partially successful,
for the board gave a temporary per-
mit up to the 5th of December. So
the paper has gone on. Now the 5th
of December s app hing and the
end aeems near. The war is over, but
the war induatries board is not. The
Leapue [= making p mighty effort to
have the paper continued. At the
present time we have no way of
knowing how auccesaful that effort
has been. But we are still hoping.
Nevertheless, such a condition cannot
continue always, and as apdn am the
rd has been dissolved or as =oon
as they have changed their minds, we
shall again have the Colorado Lender.
Porhaps it will not be discontinued at
all, All of it ie conjecture with us at
the present time.

But we want to tell you, whether
the paper goea on or falls, that your
representatives hera in Denver have
done our beat, All of gs have given
our minds and hearts that the paper
might fill the present need in the
crisis of the world. Nothing has been
left undone that was in our power to
do.  These men here in the office arve
of that temperament which permita of
no camouflage or sloth, What they
believe they live and act, and the pa-
per has been simply a pitture of their
real thoughts. It is their task on pa-
per.

The paper has had ne fear, for it
was armed with the truth. We made
no explanation, for truth needs no
flowera of speech to make it under-
standable, Truth may wound, but
truth is the edict of God and has a
right to wound. But these words of
truth are sweet t0 many, for the
words of truth on the tongue of sin-
cerity are the words of love to those
whe underatand.

GETTING OUT
10 WORK ON
EGISLATURE

FARMER INTERESTS TO HOLD
CONFERENCE IN THIS CITY
CITY WITHIN A FEW DAYS.

Within a few days plana will be
leted for the fi in Great
Falls of the heads of the Montans
Union of the American Socie{? of
Equity, the Montans Farmers' Union
and the Montana State Grange, the

rpose being to apres on specifie
E‘gislative problems  they Wﬂlpelgm
upon the acesion of the legislature
which will convene next wonth at
Helena. The letiers to the various
men interested have alrem!ﬁ been
mailed and the date will be fixed ns
soon a3 scme of them can be heard
from, probably a matter of only a
faw hours.

The organizations mentioned are
keenly interested in bringing about
o RE by the legislature snd

prop to trate  their
forcen in favor of some measures
that appeal to all. The conference
the purpesa of com-
g to an agreement om the thin
that all may favoer, and when that is
done it ia understood to be the plan

va billa am the
legistation drafted and kwve them
ready to have submitted st the com-
ing session.

It in dizclosing no mecret to state
that in this way the ple thack of
that plan hope to embody measures
that will be so patently wiase in their
provision that legislators both

hes of the mbly will be able
to mm the meagures-beranze of
their fairness. . .T.he. ,purpose of the
conference which is to meet in Great
Falls is to get the interests together
on lines that will make posaible a
popular appesl to the legislators for
the bills proposed.

The dates have also been named
for the annwal Ce-operators’ congress
which {s promoted the Equity so-
clety. This year the congress will

nlpen on January 20 and continue for
flve daya

TROUBLE T00




