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ANOTHER PRIZE ONE
: ‘We have been wondering since reading the Helena Independent of “’lli»ir
nesday 18, just what kind of o grouch the editors of that sheet have with the :
. 8t. Paul Dispatch, that they should deem it necessary to sxhibit fo the edifi-
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THE FIGHTING PROGRAM.

The League hag taken its place in the front rank of the progressive forces |
of this nation. It has justified it existence and has shown in the National |
fighting program adopted at S8t. Panl that it is keenly aware of the existing :
condition of world affsirs. It has fought ita way against the most tercible

of any progressive idea for which that sheet has long been infamong.

In the daily pillory which the Independent runs for the punishment of
editors who do not pleass it and which it calls sarcastically, ‘*The best edi-
torial of the day'* they hung up on the 15th for all the world to Ree some edi-
torial prutresence about North Dakota called ‘‘What is Law to Them.”' We
present it to our readets that they may folly understend how abusive, unin-
telligent and insane the gang press can become when, after all their efforts,
the majority of the people move in s direction opposed to the interests of
their erstwhile maaters. Heve it is:

WHAT I8 LAW TO THEM?

“'The Townlay Bolsheviki of North Dakota is hell-bent wpon
committing that commonwealth o ths wildest adventires of state
socialism. It had preferred to undertake the ruin of the common-
wealth under color of law and with the congent of the voting majoz-
ity; thie of counrge, for sbvious rédsons. But failure to get the sup-
port of the law and the commtanance of the necessary voting majoz-
ity cnly determines that Towmley aparchists to prosecute their pur-
pose In defiance of both. Bo they have set up a returning board
which, in full knowledge that, the propesed smendments to the con-

titution did not receive the mifirmative vote required by law, yet

oppogition from the reactionary force who pasd the elemental i of
man, already aroused by the war to defeat the purpoge of the progresgive and
virile fary organization. It had to endure slander, libel, abuse, violence and
iu unpardonsble insult, with & emile and a display of conrage as remarkabis
a3 it was tenaciong. And now in the face of a more trying pericd, when the
word reconstruction is tabeo, in onr best circles and the politicians are has-
tily covering up their war promises gnd glowing admissions, the League for-
mulated it's program and starts abont the business of putting it ints foree.

That is the virine of the Lesgne it differs from the political parties be-
canse it writss ita legislative program in the interests of the producers and
then translates it into an actuality. It in thom the direct opposite of the or-
dinary method, because it 18 usnal for the politiclans to formulate o pro-
grain in the interest of the idlers and with the support of the producers pro-
ceed to put it through., The producer who has a vots and votes the old gaDg
ticket thinks he has been stnng, he hea'nt; he merely got what he voted for
althongh of course he cannot ba expected to enjoy the sensation.

And that iz why the League ia hatad so savagely. It works: if & con-|
atitution designed to protect ths interests stands in the way, the Leagme!
procceds to amend ft. If there iz a robhery of farmers in grain trading and :
handlng, the League stops the robbery. Presently it will begin writing laws;
for the protoction of labor for what it promises, it psrforms. That is why it!
continues to grow, that is why its fighting program is of interest ta all who |
work, becansa it i & atatement of what the League intends to do and will do’

if you glve it the power. ;.

FARMER LABOR.

The question hus been asked what possibls interest can be discoverad
which will bind organized farmers to organized wage workers. A great deal
of cheap sarcasm has been spilled by politiclans on the heads of peopls Wha
advocate such & combination. They have said that thers are economic antag-
onisme between the farmer ss an employer, and the worker as an employe,
which can not be surmounted and that this is the rock upon which ths shin
of unity will split. All this in very true, but Mke most of the propaganda of
t:l.o old gang rests merely npon a very superficisl understanding of the situ-
ation, 2

Coming events cast their shadows before and it is one of the great facty
of life that before any great movement achieves its purpoge, the underlying
reapons for that mavement have already worked out ita destiny, that ia to aay,
that the idea of a combination between farmers and wage workers was not
spul ont of the minda of men, but alrendy exists bhelow the surface of every
day life and ts the agent which gives rise to the thought.

A binder or harvester i u typical example of this fact. The most curs-
ory examination will show guite clearly that it contains a combination of the
1abor of conntless pecple. The crude iron dug from the mines, smelted, cast,
turned, finished, painted and mssembled, embodies the labsr of miners, brick-
layers, tailors, printers, carpenters, coal-miners, designers, mansgers, farm-
a8, in fact, a host go numerons and o complicated that to enumerzte them
wonld be $o consume the space of this paper. Thers ia the fact however, over
which our friends th% politicisns may chew, for it is this thing which has al-
ready declared unity of social effort in language which hrooks no contradic-
tion, It draws the farmer and wage worker togethsr more every day, indus-
tralizing the grain grower and ruralizing the factories operative, That in,
speaking from the point of view of economics.

-

THOMAS MOONEY.

The Mooney cace has at last vindicated the faith which organized labor
had in the man and his associates, The Densmore revelations have exponsd
in the most startling manner possible, tha treachery, maglignity and cruel de-
sgn of the Ban Francisco Chamber of Commerce mnd its tools Attorney
Fickert, ex-Supreme Judge Henshaw and their tes. Demsmors wha is
oue of the most romarkable investigators in the country, succesded under in-
structions from Secretary Wilson of the department of labor in sacreting fn
the office of Fickert, a dictaphone, the presence of which was unsuspected
by the Mooney persecutors, The records which the dictanhone produced form
one of the most damnable indictments which conld possibly be imagined. As
the mechanical veice of the phonograph reels off the conversation of these
preciots champions of jubtice the listener.ls amazed to hesr them damning
the Liberty hond, President Wilson, the War and evervthing connected with
it. Mrs. Meoney, than whom there ia no truer champlon of labor on the Pa.
cific Coast and no finer woman in the United States, in sworn about and
tatked of in the manner which we suppose Fickert loarned from hia Barbary

coast aasociates. Tliere enter upon the atage of this drama at the bidding of quite legal althongh the law is obsclescent and incompetent—the Leaguers,

Ivistrict Attorney Denizens of the Red Light diatrict, idiots, depe fiends, pro-
fesaional jurors and perjurors, private detectives and other scum. One hears
these bravos of the employing claspes make out & list of the people who wimited
Mooney in his cell among which appears the neme of Leon Trotsky, who at
the time, everybody knew was in Rusmia.

Any enmmeration of the corrnption and peritry with which thin cope
is surronnded serves only to enrage people againgt those who conspired to do
the Mooneys to death. It ix anfficient to remember that they are innocent of
the slightest taint of bomb throwing and are merely gnilty of organizing
warkers that mey obiain better conditiona.

Thercfere all are interested who feel that the producers of this nation
must be protected from the uae of the machinery of law, by pecple who oppose
them economically and that the utmost efforts should be made to imprese
upen the naramites, the coupon clipper and the exploiter that they shall not
in the future seek the lives of other citizens who oppose them in their de-
testable activities. That is the reagon for this editorial.

»

Ohristmas will have come and gone before this paper reaches you. How
jong will it take civilization to achleve, '*Peace on Earth; good will teward
men?'' do you suppose,

Oongressmen are beginning to find out thet the National Security League,
ic anotker Btandard Ofl, Bteel, Dopper, Grain Truet, for mob riol
and terrorism. Couldn’t find that out doring the war and denounce it, of
courss, Home one might have called them pro-German, and that would have
lost yotes. Ughl what & thing the professional politician is!

120,000,000 dead by war, 6,800,000 by pestilance dus to war, and steel-
trust civitisation says war is nectesary and right. Fuct is, Militarist has been
spelled wrengly too long. It should read, Mass Murderer. -

declares they have been ratified by popular vote and will certify

them to the legislattire as 8o ratified. As the legislature is a mere

Townley rubber stamp, it will procesd by resolution to record the

amendmenta as adopted and part of the basic law of the stats

The pupreme court, 8 part of the same machine and nnder the same

control, is expected to affirm the legality of the proceeding and the

wvillany ia complste."’

You will observe in this first yell thet the Dispatch makes it {s guite
clear that the people of North Dakots didn't want the amendments, don’t
like the Leagne aud turned the whole proposition down with the slight reser-
vation that the legielature 18 & Leagne one and that the returning board is
Lesgue, and that the supreme conrt alse understands and carries out the
wishes of the majority who are Leaguers. Here is No. 2:

*‘The fact that five of the Townley amendments, quite nscessary
to the wild plungs into experimental socislism, failed to receive the
majority of all the votes cast—a reguirement of the North Dakota
constitution comnion to the erganic law of most of the states and
recognized before the election by the bolsheviki leaders and thelr
campaign committes. But what is a constitution among opean con-
temners of law? What in law, anyhew, when it stands as an obatacle
to their schemes? The vnly wonder is that with their hands npon
every agency of state government they thought it worth whils, in the
beginning, to seek the cover of law for the prosecution of their
pmu
Thera is nothing wrong with thiz either except that all the amendments

carried and by majorities amply sufficient. Here ars the figures:

: 1. Permitting corporations to Umit voting power of members. Majority
in favar, 18,000.

2. Btate hail inenramcs, Majority in faver, 21,000, ! !

3. Requiring four justices to declare & law unconstitntional. Majority
in favor, 24,000 !

4. Initiative and refersndum on legislation. Majority in favor, 14,000.
5. Defining emergency laws, Majority in favor, 14,000,

6. Initintive for constitutional smendments. BMajority in favor, 14,000,
7. BExemption of improvements from taxation. Majority in faver, 13,000.
8. Hail insnrance by ncreage tax. Majority in faver, 18,000,

9. Deht Hmit amendment. BMajority in faver, 12,000,

10, Public ownership amendment. Majority in favor,-13,000.

And the editorial writer wanta to know what is law? Well of course no- i
body expected you to know, brother, whe ever rend yonr open advocacy of |
mob rule and viclence preceeding the elections in Minnesota, but for your in-
formation, it iu this: The will of the malority expressed in terms of rules for |
tha gnidance of the community, subject to change at any time a majority see
fit, for instance there in & tonnage tax law coming up that yon wﬂl he able to
froth ahant. but swallow it you must, since the majority have paid =o.

Bpamm No. 3. *‘Tt is not to be expected that the self and law re-
specting citizenty of North Dakots will snbmit withent invoking the
last extremity, to this lawless over-riding of constitutionsl safe-
guards.  If the remedies within the state are exhpusted in vain, no
donbt federal gromnds will apperar upon which the agarchistic meth-
oils may ba subjectad to review by highsr courts ontside the jurisdic-
tion of North Dakota and the wrong righted."’

Ain’t it flerce! being beaten in North Dakota by the simple business of
petting snovwed under, the old gang are expected to appeal to the higher courts
against the ‘*Anarchistic'* matority. There are no anarchistle majorities of
conres, except in the dull brain of the nunfortunate who is condemned to ped-
dle that kind of piffle for his daily domghunt. Majority may and can and
sometimes doss alter or abolish constitutions, make and immake laws, build up
this or hreak down that, organize in whatever form it likes, 1t i the law and
the prophets; vox populi is indecd vox dei. Mo matter how u_ncomfo@table
mmch doctrine make the beneficiaries of special privilege. That is Democracy
and theve iz no other. :

Here's the last gemw: '‘The sitmation has i an asp
even more gerlons than a ylunge intc the dark watera of state so-
cialism. It i» an open and defiant ovdx-riding of the law, under cover
of an appeal from the conetitution to an incompetent and obsolescent
mtatute providing that & majority of votes cast on a public question
carries that question. How eny court of review conld sustain such a
piece of anarchy is bayond belief. How any dacent citizen could rest
supinely under snch nanrpation in inconceivable. And how any mat-
ket conld be found, in the cir: , for the kundrede of millions
in bonds, which i a part of the socialistic program, is beyond com-
prehension.’’ e

| fThus we have in t%o consecUtive sentences an admission that the thing is

+didn’t write that one, by the way—and that it ia an attempt to override the
law under cover of another law, ¢t what? Override, nnder covnr; Oh—niff_le,
piffle, piffle! What next? To what bage uses do poor hacks hired to write

law! Bring on a corporation lawyer plepss. All the same, thanks for the ex-
hibit, Bro. Independent, publicity in dark places, you know, ang all that sort
of thing.

L LB U LU G RO TR E TR T LB LT T
An event of considerable importance is scheduled for negt spring. =
Nothing lesa than a mass meeting in Grat Falls of League members
and others who are interested in the progresa of democracy ig con-
templated, at which the League President, A. C. Townley will be pres-
ent and will address the gathoring, Governor Frasier also is expected
to attend as are a large number of other brilllant men and women
amongst whom the name of Walter Thomas Mills stands out with
prominence.

The date of the mecting is not yet definilbly set bt sinee its pur-
pose is to get together and review the reanlts of the legislative work
for the mesmion, it ia obvicus that it cannot be fixed until the session
ig over. The League managers pre anxieud te have the membership
review the procesdings of tho logislature and commend or cengure the
activities of its leginlators., Under these circumstances a gathoring
of great educational value shonid resnlt, & sort of **demonstrativn of -
democracy.'" . »
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The Price of Wheat

“In case the war ends, the govern-
ment would have to sell wheat in com-
petition with the rest of the world and
tax t'l.xa nation to make up the differ-
ence.

The above is the finale of an article
by a very clear elghted business man,
now turned farmer, who farms some
80,000 ncres and waa at one time a
wheat “king™ in the Chicage pit. It
is of tremendous importance to the
farmers all gver the United States

betray: & number of facts which
“friends” of the farmer and enemiea
of the League would love to bary out
of sight, It ia an admimsion on tha
one hand that in spite of prica fixing,
the econotnic lawa which work contin-
ually and effectively belind the backs

{awn again with 8 vengeance, And on
:the other that the business man, be
he engaped in vast farming opera-
tions or not, can alwaya bg to
find a business-mans solotion to afl
problems from the, nature of Anrora
: Borenlis to the velocity of ether
whves,

t will

because it contains an admission and | ¢y

iof Jepislators are coming into their

world war with jte artifisial demand
stimulated pricea in an unpresedentad
manner, po that In some sectiona of
the world wy the ecohomic “ab-
surdity” of a h'lgh ice in the face
of a heavy aupply. at condition is
over and the world produetion re-
Bumesn its normat m:tl\'fty mtimolatad
by newor and better methodn. It is &
mistake to imagine that the wheat
growing lands ‘of Europe have besn
devastated by war, that ia wiong, The
ground over which the great Sight
raged wan relatively sinall and
Iy devoted to intensive famm
ck; beets, grapes, onions, ete.,
while on the other band the wheat
areas of the belligerent countrics have
Leen greatly enlarped by the sterm
threat of famine, Vagt stores are alsg
waiting in British Indin and Austzalia
for the relemse which has now come,
er Over Prodwet, Remedy.
Even so, behind it all goea on the
beating down of valne by the intro-
duetion of newer and better me
the exploitation of undeveloped mnd
very ferlile lands in less hostile el
mates than the wub-mrethe under
which the greater pertion of the wheat
of North Amferica ia raiped, and the
a t o § to a;

The idea that the go
have to tax the mation to make up
the difference in the priee fixed and
what can be secured in the world mar-
ket is of course guite utopian, for we
have n long way to travel before any
such thing would happen to the far-
mers product, althcugh it doea now
and the accur in oil, steel snd cotton.
The farmer js not yet powerful
enough te extract asnything of the
kind, or indeed wonld feel ealled
upon to try and inflict a burden of
thiz kind npon the reet of the people,
for of course, any such tax would
show itself in the laat mnalysis as an
increase in the price of brend.

We are not going into the propo-
sition of taxes however, for we are
not fitted te do ro, but will investigata
a little further into the why, of the
original puggestion. That thers is a
renson for the sugrpeation is true, and
in the answer to that question we
shall find revealed u startling condi-
‘tion of affairs which will call for
-many other queations along the same
Hpe, Now why is it that foreipn
: wheat ia to be sold below the domoatic
price and the home product sustalned
by taxes. Briefly this:

i Production of Grain.

The preduction of grain, like that
of hooks and oil is governed by certain
well defined laws, which operate in-
dependently of the producer and over
i which he has little or no control. The
oxchange value of wheat at Minne-
iapolin or Liverpool is broadly speak-
ing, a falr measure of the labor ex-
| pended in its production and teanaper-
‘tation, expressed In terms of cash,
! for thera is no other way of measure-
iment in exchange than in terms of
‘effort expended.

Work, hours of work, world work,
‘make the rule, the strugele between
‘buyers and sellers run the price above
.or drive it below, but always during
the procesa of exchanre does it, like
‘a double-hinged epring door, pass and
‘reprss the mean average-—valne.

A World Supply.

| Observe it pouring into the mar-
:kot, herg it eomes from Argentine,
jthere from British Indin. yonder from
| Australia, now from Mesopatamia and
(Egypt, a little and presently more
from Russia and a vast ptream from
Naorth America, al] from differcnt cli-
mates, raised under different condi-
-tions of soil and labor, subject to one
general law and e fow general prices,
Juatling into the world’s breadhasket
[to finally appear as bread or break-
1 faat food.

Now ag the American product pours
inte the general stream it is equated
with it and has its effect upon the
general prices as has all the others,
for instance; if the avernge time for
the production of one bushel of wheat
in 1410 wasz one hour, hofore the en-
trance, of the American product and
the avornge time spent in producing
this was, 40 minutes then the average
time spent in producing this qupta
would naturall
price in the direction of lowering it,
for all the meason's world product,

. The point iz however, that let the

for the 8t. Paul Dispatch put their targid brains, to be unlawfnl within the mean average be one hour, say from

panic to panie, that will be its ex-
thange value and sapproximate the
jmohey received if we rate, for pur-
| poses of explanation, the hour at one
(dollar. Now it will follow that those
who cannot produce the bushel below
tha hour or at least in the hour, are
playing a losing game and will end in
bankruptey, while those who can and
!do Teduce the time below the mean av-
'erage, make a success and win. These,
be it undevsteod sre general laws
only made possible by thosa arbitrary
and  extraordinary  eircume
which appear to contradiet sny sug-
geation of law whatsopver.
Effeet of Machinery.

Thie is the thing the effect of which
iour farmer of 30,000 acres sees, or
:rather feels and seeks to avoid by
taxation, an impossible idea because,
time being the basia of measurement
in exchange and the tendency to bip-
ness and swiftness in machinory and
modetrn scientific methods of farm.
ing reducing the value day after day
—=subjeet to the tribulations of frost,
hail, drouth, ete,, which tend to rajse
it—by cutting down the hours of la-
bor involved, nothing could result but
that the tax weuld grow lafper as the
world production reached greater ef.
ficiency, because of course the world
price would average lesa an tfme went

on.
| 'The farmers bave to face thix. The

effect the genersl],

The progressive decrease in the value
of gald helpa also, while the sceeler-
ated prodoctivity not only redoces
value but temporarily drives down
trice by swamping the market,

It Is not m pleasant prospect and
certainly is hot to be met with
id mal-economica in the direction of
taxation, What is necessary 1n 4o
rlter the basla wpon which the thing
proceeds and whereas today the de.
mand for wheat hears Jttle relation
to the need for bread, for with the
mastering out of vast armiex the nor-
mal coneumption will be reached ngais
and vast quantitien will reach the ses-
beard regardlens of the hunger stalk-
ing through citien, to extend the
power of all producers, at home, Hrst
aiid sbraad later, over the CUNIUBMP-
tion of the total profinet and to elf- |
minate the coupon clipper the ‘parn-
eite and all thoae wha take toll of the
world's wealth without rendering the
equivalent, “R."

“Above Manual Lahor”

{Editotial N. D. Leader)

The Ferum has slopped nver agafn.
Aceidentally it hax mrde another fa.
tal slip which ghows {ta henstly breed.
Its latest blundering etatement In con.
tained in an editoriat in which it in-
sinuatea that the farmers of Morth
Daketa, whom it Toved to eall *pro-
Gerraan® all summer nre Bolshevists,
And in telling about the horrors of
Bolshevism in  Russia the Formm
saya! !
“For  onen  havinr RISEN
AROVE MANUAY. TAROR. & man

in that country is under the ‘evil

eve! and peta less conskderation
than n dog”

hig iz the first timr wa aver Ynew
that there wag anything “above man.
val labar”

We had alwavs Been tancht that
wanmnl Tahor was hichly rosneptahble,
Tn fact tha Mastor pnve g dienfty to
nmnual Inhor whon e epid by the
=weat of the brow thow <halt enen thy
brerd” that the Kept Prese and the
cadfish Rristoeracy can nover take
away from it

Bnt it is nt least nice of the Forom
to =tate frankly, sven thouch it was
arcidental. that it 14 neonle  whe
MITATYT RISEN ABOVE MANUAL
;.ABOR" who must be hetter eaved

or

Tha Frm is without gueation one
of the official month-niecer of those
neaple whe THINK thev kave rvieen
ahova mannal lnbor, and its nttorances
ean be relied upon s esmvevine the
sentiment of that olass of wrnftors,

But we will eontinue, in oor humhle

wav., to refuse to odmit that anv one
aver did. or cvnw ean “RISE AROVE
MANTUAL LAROR” hecavse there is
nothine hleher. nothine more dieni-
fied. nothing more essential than man.
nal tabar.
But the Forum haa st Teast shawn
e contemnt. for mannal tabor. and is-
swed it formal warnine that thoxe
whn have rizen ahave It ran exnect
na nuarter at the hands of Bolsheviam
in North Dakota,

e Farim. of courss, doca  net
know what Bolsheviem {t. It naes the
word, inat as it ored pro-German, be.
rause it believes it 1a a nastw enithet
that fits the farmers and Taborers of
North Dakota none of whom trot in
SHATEIE R, bemue e

7 ABOV -
U)}{; L%BOR.” N E MA

e _Forum thinks that beecguse
manual labor has been carrying »
heavy burden, that the “barden” prust
be above the sturdy shoulders that
“"‘Ii'. rted it. ¥

108e who think they have “risen
abova manual . labor” have o rode
awnkening in prospect. They will dig-
cover that there is nothing beneath
themeelves. i

They are just full of Big Ttusiness
"hop"—just ddpey from feeding on
::;:I:r b:wn bumrpt:’]c;:{;ness—feeble min-

calse o own degeneray
their brains don't track. L

And in this great demoeracy, man-
nal labor, canmot be referred to eon-
temptuously, becanse better than 75
per cent of the people have to porform
manual 1a Ise tha nute wgn think
they “have risen nbove it” wouald
ntnrw:.frm and “dry up and blow
away.

And a few would mivs them if
did, that the Imnf:n mlltlhz

a little lighter for the people worth
while to earry, "




