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Real Magic Itnubtr. 
"I often hear of the magio number," 

eaid/somo one. "What liumbfer is it?" 
"•Why, nine, of course,1" replied 

some ono else. "There are nine muses, 
you kno'sp, and you talk of a nino days' 
wonder. Then you bowl at nine pins 
and a eat has nine lives." 

''Nonsense," broke in another. 
"Seven is the magic number; seventh 
heaven, don't yon know, and all that; 
seven colors in the rainbow; seven djjys 
in the week; seventh son of a seventh 
son—great fellow, and"— 

• •"Tush, tnsh," remarked a third. 
"Five's thp number, yon mean. A man 
haSjfive fingers on his hand and fl^e 
toes on his foot, fund ho has five senses, 
.«d"— 

"Three is undoubtedly the magic 
number," interrupted another, "be
cause peoplo give three cheers and Jonah 
was insido a whalo three days and three 
nights, and if at first you don't succeed, 
try, try again—three times, you soe!" 

Jphis was received with some con
tempt' by the company, and a soulful 
youth gushod out: 

**Two, oh, two is the magic number. 
Oneself and ono other—the adored ono! 
Justus two!" 

A hard featured individual, who had 
•been listening to the conversation hith
erto unmoved, here remarked in a harsli 
voice: 

"Tho magic number is No. yl in this 
"world, and if yon want to succeed never 
forget it." 

An interval of deep thought on the 
part of all followed, after which they 
went in silently to supper.—Brooklyn 
•Citizen. 

t 

Jefiii lvichepin's Career*' 

> The story of how ho camo to adopt a 
literary career is sufficiently picturesque. 
For some time he h^d picked up a pro-
carious livelihood by doing "odd jobs," 
including such prosaic occupations as 
that of bootblack and casual porter on 
the Quai Marseilles. Ono day ho was 
engaged by a gentleman to carry to tho 
railway station a heavy trunk. Arrived 
at the station, there was an instant 
mu'tual.recognition. They were okl col
lege chums. ""What aro you itbing 
here?" asked his friend. "Carrying 
your trunk, I believo," said Jean. 
"Why do yon do this?" "Because I 
must." " Where do you live:" "Come 
and see," replied liicliepin. 

Tho futuro dramatist took his friend 
to his dwelling—a miserable room in an 
attic in tho poorest quarter of the town. 
Upon the table lay scattered heaps of 
manuscripts.—Joan'fe incursions in tho 
realms of poetry when the more prosaic 
duties of tho day wero over. Looking 
through them, his friend was astounded 
at their quality "Why do you carry 
trunksand blacken boots when you can 
•do work like this?'' ho asked. Richepin 
had never given the matter a thought; 
he had never deemed these products of 
idle hours worthy of publication. Pub
lished they wero, however, in a very 
few weeks and created an immense 
sensation. From that moment Jean 
Richepin has never looked back. —West
minster Gazette. 

The Widow's Opinion* 

In ono of the suburban towns near the 
capital lives a widow well endowed 
with worldly goods, whoso husbancj, 
with a sort of posthumous jealousy, has 
guarded against her re-marriago by 
providing that she shall lose all her 
property if ever she take!? another hus
band. She lias been receiving attentions 
for several years from an elderly Grand 
Army of tho Republic veteran. She has 
been very good to him too. Once when 
he wanted to parado with his comrades 
she bought him an expensive blue snit 
with brass buttons on it. He wanted to 
marry her, but the will of the selfish 
dead man stood between. So after a 
time ho married somebody else. Tho 
widow was broken hearted. She recalled 
the suit with tho brass buttons. She 
recalled a hundred kindnesses shown 
thejDld soldier. Sho bewailed his perfi
dy to her friends. 

" Why," eaid ono of them, "what did 
you expect? Ho wanted a wifo to make 
a home for him. You ceuldn't marry 
him. So why do you complain?" 

, Tho widow wiped her eyes. 
"I know. I couldn't marry him," she 

said. "I didn't really want to marry 
him anyway, but, you seo, it was such 
a heap of comfort to havo a steady 
beau."—Washington Post. 

Fecallaritlcs of the Potato. 

Tho opinion has provailed among 
housekeepers that it^is the good potato 
which breaks open when it is boiled. 
A scientist who has made potatoes a 
study insists that tho good potato is the 
one that romains quietly in its coating 
of brown during all of tho procosses of 
cooking. Instead of tho swelling and 
bursting of tho skin boing caused by 
the presence of starch it has beon as
certained that albumen is tho substance 
that causes this breaking open. An or
dinary potato is made up of threo-
fourths of its weight in wator, two-
tenths in starch and one-fiftieth of nik 
trogenous matter. If it cracks and fulls 
to pieces during tho process of boiling, 
it is'deficient in albumen, and therefore 
lacking in tho mrat important constit-

-New Yorlr Ledger. uent.-

BlUng t'luiier Kalla. Betrothal Rings. 

The chief finger nail chewers of the ! Modern Greek peasants exchange a 
world are the French, and it was re- 8°^ an^ silver wedding ring, and they 
cently stated upon reliable authority drink wine from th^ same cjip. But tho 
that nearly two-thirds of French sohool regular ritual of tho GrcdSk church or-
children aro addicted to the habit. | dains that solemn betrothal precedes tho 

Even for grown peoplo there is hard- j actual marriage, in which are used gold 
ly any habit, aside from the confirmed , and silver wedding rings blessed by 
abuse of narcotics, more difficult to 
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A Dumas Story. 

Dumas tho elder was rarely spiteful 
to £r about hisfellow men, but one diry,, 
when ho happened to bo in that mood, 
a friend called to toll liim a piece of 
news. "They liavb just given M. X. 

" the Legion of Honor," lie said.. Then 
ho added, in insignificant tune,-"Now, 
can you imagine why they .should have 
given it to him?" 

"Yes," answered thqigrcat dramatist 
promptly. "Thoy havo given i-t to'him 
beuaufSb ho was without it." 

overcome than tho habit of biting the 
finger nails. It requires a strong mental 
effort and constant vigilance to do this, 
for onco ,i person has become thorough
ly addicted to tho habit he does it un
consciously, and is only reminded that 
he is marring himself when he gets ono 
of his nails gnawed down to the quick. 
All manner of remedies havo been ad
vanced for the cure of the finger nail 
biting habit, including the placing of 
injurious and bitter compositions on the 
ends of tho fingers, but nono t>f the rem
edies amounts to much. 

Tho only way to stop biting the fin
ger nails is to stop. Tho Americans aro 
next to tne French in the finger nail 
biting habit, probably becauso the 
Americans, as a whole, aro an exceed
ingly nervous people. A man who ac
complishes his determination to knock 
off biting his finger nails may, by in
cessant manicuring, get them to look 
fairly well within a year or so, but fin
ger nail biting^ if long persisted in, 
ruins tho shapcyfof the ends of tho fin-
gefs, and tho nails can never be brought 
to look as well as those of the persons 
who permit their nails to ;;ro\v as they 
were intended to grow.—Washington 
Star. 

Too Much For Watson. 

Only cnce did Watson, when a captain, 
never fail to pmrish_a man. for intoxica
tion. This was in tho summer o£ 189!j 
at Boston, when tho San "Francisco 
took tho Massachusetts naval militia on 
its first practice cruise. Among the 
regular crew was old Alexander Parker, 
sailmakcr's mate, who was never known 
tojjemain sober when there was liquor 
to bo had. When the naval militiamen 
camo on board ia witty boatswain's 
mate, whilo no dYficor was near, sang 
out in an authoritative tono: 

"All yon men having whisky on 
board lay below and turn it in to tho 
sailmakcr's imito for safe keeping." 

Many amateur sailors took the bait, 
and in a few minutes old Aleck, sit
ting down below decks in his sailroom, 
was surprised to havo a vast collection 
of panics passed to him. He received all 
these as gifts with many thanks. Ho 
was found a day after sound asleep in 
his sailroom, literally covered with 
empty bottles of every size and shupo. 
He was finally taken before tho captain, 
to whom was told tho circumstances. 
"Parker," said ho sternly, "I havo no 
words with which to discuss your caso. 
Go forward. "—New York Times. 

Good Progress. 

"How aro you getting along with 
your housekeeping?" asked tho young 
wife's mother. 

"Oh, splendidly!" she answered. "I 
havo alinost got so I can do things 
to suit tho hinJd gjrl. "—Washington 
Star. 

the priest, the gold ring being given to 
tho man, the silver ring to the woman. 
The form of the espousal is then repeat
ed, and tho rings are placed on the right I 
hdnds and then exchanged that no in
feriority may bo betokened by tho wom
an wearing the silver ring and also to 
indicate a common ownership of prop
erty. 

An Armenian mother usually chooses 
her daughter's husband. After all busi
ness preliminaries aro settled between 
the families tho bridegroom's mother, 
accompanied by a priest and two ma
trons, visits the brido and gives her a 
ring in token of espousal, and with this 
ring the couple are ultimately married. 
Among the fishing communities very 
ancient and elaborate rings are-used, 
and they, descend as heirlooms from 
generation to generation. 

In Japanese marriages arranged be
tween very young peoplo the girl re
ceives a ring in evidenco that tho union 
is binding. In Malabar an old nativo 
custom seats both brido and bridegroom 
on a dais, and a( relativo washes the 
feet of tho bridegroom with milk and 
puts a silver ring on the great too of tho 
right foot. Ho then hands a gold ring 
to his kinsman, and a necklaco and 
chaplet of flowers are put on tho Bride's 
neck and head.—London Mail,; 

Asked For a Shirt and Got-a Wife* 

During tho civil war thero was a cer
tain young lady in Georgetown who 
found it in her power to do a great deal 
for tho Confederate soldiers confined 
in prison at Washington. Young, beau
tiful, cultured, popular, of a wealthy 
and prominent family, sho was fre
quently allowed admission to tho pris
on, whither she always took her maid 
with a well stocked basket of good 
things for the poor boys behind the bars. 
One day as she was passing through a 
group of men in the common prison sho 
stopped and said to them: 

"If thero is anything you would like 
to havo that I can bring you, won't you 
let me know? I shall bo very glad." 

Ono may stepped forward promptly. 
Bowing most courteously, he said: 

"If you will be so kind, I should like 
Very much to havo a clean shirt." 

Ho was a young lieutenant from 
Louisiana, one of the handsomest and 
most elegant men I ever met, and when 
that young lady looked up into his 
brown eyes sho found it in her heart to 
give him much more than a clean shirt, 
for she married him as soon as the war 
was over.—Philadelphia Times. 

Korea's Seven Wonders, 

Tho seven wonders of Kore(a areN(l) 
The marvelous mineral spring of Kiu-
slianto, ono dip iu which is a sovereign 
cure for all tho ills that hvnnan flesh is 
heir to. (2) The double springs which, 
though far ajiart, havo a straiige^niys-
terious affinity. According tb Korean 
belief, there is a connection under
ground, through which, water ebbs and 
flows liko tho waters of tho ocean, in 
such a way that only one'spring is full 
at a time. Tho water possesses a won-
derfui sweetening power, so that what
ever is cooked therein becomes good and 
palatablo. (3) The cold winfl cavern, 
whenco comes a never "ceasing wind so 
piercing that nothing can withstand it 
and so powerful that tho strongest man 
cannot faco it. (4) 'Tho indestructible 
pine forest, tho trees of which grow 
up again as fast as they aro cut down. 
(5) Tho floating stono, a massivo block 
that has no visiblo support, but, liko 
Mohammed's coffin, remains suspended. 
(0) Tho warm stono, situated on tho 
top of a hill and said to havo tho pecul
iarity of spreading warmth and heat 
all round it. (7) A drop of tho sweat of 
Buddha, for 30 paces round which no 
flower or vegetation will grow, nor will 
birds or other living things pass over it. 
—Brooklyn Eaglo. 

Coru Dread* 

Thero is no more wholesome, palata
ble and strengthening articlo of food in | 
thg.whole cataloguo than corn bread. It | 
is truly tho stuff of life of the rural la- | 
boring classes iu the south from year's , 
beginning to year's ond. Among tho 
brawniest, toughest men iu the country 
are the hands who work on tho turpen
tine farms in Georgia. Their regular 
rations consist of ono peck of cornmoal, 
five ppunds cf bacon and a pint of mo
lasses per week. Theso articlos consti
tute pretty nearly if not quUa their 
wholo^bill of faro during the timo thoy 
are in tho woods cutting or chipping 
boxes o'r dipping turpentine, yot thoy 
aro always well conditioned, hard of 
muscle and in good spirits.—Savannah 
(Ga.) News. 

Saint Xorali mid the Potato. 

St. Norah was a poor girl, says tho 
London Pu^ch, who prayed St. Patrick 
for a good gift that would mako her not 
proud but useful, and St. Patrick, out 
of his own head, taught her how to boil 
a potato. A sad thing and to be lament
ed, that tho secret has come down to so 
few! Since tho highest intellectual and 
physical life is dependent upon diet— 
since the cook mrfkes, while tho physfc 
cian only mends—Should not sho who 
prepares our pies bo as carefully trained 
as he who makes our pills? 

Certainly whatever may be tho 
knowledge or the ignorance of the serv
ant in tho kitchen, tho mistress of the 
house* be sho young or old, ought to bo 
able, liko St. Patrick in the fa'blo, out of 
her own instructed head to teach Norah 
how to boil a potato or broil a steak so 
that they may yield thoir utmost of rel
ish and nutriment. 

Until sho can do that, no woman is 
qualified to presido over a household, 
.and sinco few roach adult life without 
iboing called to that position in tho 
household of husband, fatlior or broth
er, the legend of St. Norah has a wido 
significance. —Yonth 's Companion. 

He Understood, 

After sho had studied tho French bill 
of fare for a .moment Mrs. Porkentiam 
of Chicago turned to tho waitor and 
asked: 

"Does oo understand Eenglesc?" 
"Oil, yes, I talk it almost liko a na

tivo," ho implied. "I was born anfl 
brought up m Indiana." 

After that sho had no appetite.— 
Cleveland Leader. 

The Northwest Indiau and His Ways. 

The Indian of tho plains is a far moro 
picturesquo individual than his brother 
or cousin of the coast. He does not erect 
totem poles and hafe no timber for tho 
purpose if 60 inclined, but he is suffi
ciently spectacular himself without re
sorting to grotesque carvings and paint
ed wood. His saddlo, with its leather 
hangings^and wooden stirrups, is in 
itself a rSliiarkablej aggregation, and 
whpn set off with his goods and chat
tels tiod in bags, rags, stsings and 
straps, the effect is remarkabla Ho 
wears the cast off garments of his white 
brother in such original combinations 
that ho looks like the personification of 
a secondhand store. Sometimes the 
adoption of a pair of guernseys as an 
external covering gives him quito an 

! athletic appearaueo. He wears his hair 
: in Gertrude braids, and prefess oar-
I rings about tho size of half dollar coins, 
j A mosquito not or haudkerchiof is his 
i favorite head coveting, and if ht^as-
sumos a hat it is as an additional aii^cJ 

And Not Jauies* 

"Why," askod the lay figure, "do 
you call it a jimmy?" 

TJiefbiirglar shook his head sadl^ 
£Wcll," ho answered, and his re

gret was apparent, "I siipptoso 1 am 
rather more familiar ^itji it than I 
ought to be. Yes."—Detroit Journal. 

•Tho dead heroes of tho lBuena Vista 
battlefield, whero 0,000 American vol
unteers under General Zachary Taylor 
defeated ~0,000 -Mexicans under Santa 
Xnnri alter a desperate and blotSdy bat
tle, lie in a neglected and unmarked 
spot near ..uiiillo, Mexico. 

purely ornamental appendage. —Detroit 
Free Press. 

Hurled at Sxntiago. 

"Few students of Napoleonic histo
ry, "says tho London Clironicjb, "aro 
awaro that Dr. Antomarchi, v'ho at
tended upon Niipoloon I during his ifist 
illness at St. Helena, is buried in tho 
cemetery at Santiago do Cuba. Ho had 
a brother living in that island, and 
after tliu emperor's death proceeded 
thither and lived at^Sautiago, exercis
ing his skill as an oculist gratuitously 
among tho poor. After his death iu 
1835 a public monument was erected to 
his memory in tho local cemetery. " 

There i -- i\ ily wheel in Germany limdo 
of steel vi; (\ The wheel is ~0 feet in 
diameter, and y.">0 miles of wire was 
used in its eon struct ion. 

Lovo In, EarJy Day*. 

"Yes," said Adam to Evo as tlij^ twi
light drew about tho a^ed couple, sof
tening their lineaments to a spmUhmco 
off youth, "'how'well I remeiulJer tho 
day wo i>ux! You woi'e a dillideiit 
air"— 

That was all.—Indianapolis Journal 
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Bio Prizes tor Farm Produce. 
MMM 

PREMIUM LIST. 
The Prizes are all Large Ones. If You Have 

Good Grain Bring it to the Fair. 

6RAIIS AND VEGETABLES. 

li Bushel Corn •$ 5 00 (•j Bushel Wheat r> no V? Iiushel Oats...... ; 00 
Vz Bushel Barley 2 00 !i Bushel Kye •2 00 V» Bushel Millet.... 1 00 
M Bushel Clover 2 00 U Bus. Timothy Seed 100 1 Bushel Potatoes. 3 00 
Best Six Pumkins... 1 00 Best Six Squash 100 Best li Watermelons. 1 00 

! Best Six Muskmelon 1 00 Dozen Cucumbers 100 15 Bushel Unions 1 00 
| Bushel Apples 5 00 !i Bushel i'lums 1 CO Bushel Tomatoes. I 00 

DRAFT MORSES. 
Stallion, any bred. 3 yeurs old or over. >"> 00 Host .Mare, any breed. 3 yrs and over 5 

CATTLE. 
1st Best Bull, any breed,2' yrs iviicl over $5 00 2<1 best Bull, any 'breed. 2 yrs & over ?S 
3d best Bull, any breed, 2 yrs and over "i 00 4th best Bull, any breed.2 yrs & over .1 
."itli best Hull, any breed.2 yrs and over 5 00 1st best Cow. any breed, 3 yrs & over 5 
2d best, Cow. liny breed, 3 yrs and over 5 00 3d best Cow, any breed. 3 yrs & over 5 
•1th best Cow, any breed.3 yrs and over 5 00 5tli best Cow. any breed, 3 yrs & over 5 

00 

1st best lioar.'any breed, any' as;e.... 
2d best Boar, any breed, any age 
3d best Boiir. any breed, any attu 
-Itli best Boar, any breed, any age 
5t.li best Boar, any breed, any a^e 

SWINE. 
..•to 00 1st best'Pow, any breed, any age.. 
. 5 00 2d best Sow, any breed, any a.ne... 
. 5 00 3d bi-st muv. any breed, any aire... 
.. 5 00 ttli best Sow, any breed, any aj;e.. 
. 5 00 5th best Sow, any breed, any a^e.. 

POULTRY. 

CIlTrKKNS—Host display, :tny brood..$2 00 
LiEESE— Host display, any bm-d ... - 00 

IH'< K?*—Host- display. 
Ti:RKEYS—Host displ 

any brood... 
LVJ, anjr brwL-d J 
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Very Exciting Races 
TAKE PLACE EACH DAY. 

INCLUDING PACING, TROTTING AND 

PROGRAM OF RACES: 

j-
4.-. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 21. 

2:18 Class, Pacing. $150 00 
2:2O Class, Trotting 150 00 
Double Drivers, county horses, A mile, best 2 in 3. . .. I5 00 
S i n g l e  "  "  "  \  "  "  2  i n  3 . . . .  1 5  0 0  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 

2:29 Class, Pacing .$150 00 
6. 2:29 Class Trotting I50 00 
7. Running, 1 mile, 3 in 5 ^ 50 00 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23. 

8. 2:50 Class, Trotting $150 00 
0. Free for All Trotting and Pacing 200 00 
lo Running, 1 mile, 2 in 3 75 00 
11. Running, County Horses, 1-2 mile, 2 in 3 15 00 

Entries close September 16, except running and county 
races, which close September 21st, the first day of the Fair. 

REMEHBER THE DATES, SEPT. 20=23. 
' ' \ . ^ • j ii - i •• ^ '>> 

For further particulars, or informa

tion as to the Fair, call on or address 

C. C . KEMMING, Sec y. 
DBnsrisoisr, IOWA. 
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