
moving as part oi one narmbnioub traia. wrongcQ Dy dropping or tuo tnnn sne 
Foremost the groap at the head of col-1 wronged by taking?'* 
limn had received accessions. Fuller, : Two hours later, refresoed by cool-
the sutler, finely monnted and bristling ing drafts from the brook that bbbbled 
irith arms of the latest and most np- away from the springs, their nostrils 
proved pattern, backed by two sr.n ; sponged out, their saddles reset, their 
tanned TesanB from his ranch, had ovAr j stomachs gladdened by a light feed, the 
taken the command at noon, bent on . horses of the two troops suemed fit for a 
sharing its fortunes in thetusslo antki- chase despite their 60 mile march since 
pated with the outlaws, and they wore , dawn. A courier, galloping ahead, had 
now riding with "headquarters," from i borne Brooks' directions that coffee 
Whioh, on the other hand, two figures should be ready for his men, and Cra-
vrere missing—Lawrence and one of the 
orderlies. As early as 2 o'clock the ox-
captain had pushed on ahead, a double 
object in view, to warn Cramer's troop 
of the ooming of the Worth command 
and the tidings they bore of the Friday 
gang, also to have a little party moan* 
.at once and gallop northeast, ten miles; 
to the Saba trail—a short cut from 
Worth to the San Saba pass, used by 
horsemen in the rainy season. Captain 
Cramer might or might imt liavo ro 
ceived warning of the appears; cw oi 
the gang in the valley below his camp 
at the springs, but the Fridays. 
Whoever their leader, would cor^iiuly 
have friends and confederates on t 
watch near Worth, friends who v- ; : 
probably take that very short out 
gallop at speed to warn the gang i.f the 
ooming vengeance. Oddly enough, it 
was not Brooks nor Lawrenoe who was 
first to think of this, but Barclay. It 
was his modest suggestion at the uonu 
halt, a suggestion that was put in form 
of a question, that had opened the ma­
jor's eyes. "I remember, sir," said he, 
"that the springs lie in a sort of elbow 
The trail runs nearly east and west; for 
many miles beyond them, and nearly 
north and south on this side. Is them 
no way in which scouts could gpllc-i 
across our left and give warning t > 
those fellows?" 

"By Jove,"said Erooks, "there's t'.\f 
old San Saba cut off J What had we bet­
ter do, Lawrence?" And Lawrence k;.H 
to send at onue a sergeant with a «;t t.f 
fours to the left until they cut the lr:al 
in order to prevent information gou:j: 
to the gang that way and to report, if 
any horsemen had already passed, which 
latter any old frontiersman could tell 
a glance. Mullane, lurching drowsi!? 
in saddle all through the.last stage, Ir-ii 
thrown himself on the turf and 
sound asleep the moment the colu::iii 
halted. Only with extreme difiaculvy 
OOuld he be aroused and made to micli-r 
stand what was wanted. Mr. Winn, 
standing silently by, turned his bat:!; on 
his temporary commander. He 1::JCW 

•the Irish captain was well nigh swu.;.;) 
edwith liquor, and he had no wish r.» 
bear witness against him. Those v. e: • 
dfiys so close to the war that o£iwrs. 
old and new, still thought more of whi;t 
a man had done than of what ho v.^.s 
doing, and Mullane had been a galhi. r 
trppper. "Ye 'tind to it, sergoaut,* 
was again the Irishman's comprehend vi< 
_order to his first sergeant when at lust 
.he grasped the significance of 'Brooks' 
words, and five horsemen rode away at 

.the lope to the left front the inn;;.cur 
the column again mounted. Again <iir 

. Brooks see fit to caution his leading U'OOJ1-
commuudor. "I am airaid you 
sampled that whfsky once too' ol't'-is. 

.Hullane. No more of.it now, or .you'll 
' go to pieces when you are most needed,' 
the muttered, then rodo on to the head 
'of column. 

• • And the prediction came true. At the 
'very nest halt .Mullano had faljen into 
,a stupor BO heavy that it was found im­
possible to rouse him. The assistant 
^surgeon with thecolumn made brief ex 
'animation, then unslung and removed 
<the canteen at the captain's pommel and 
whispered his conclusion. "Better leave 
his horse and orderly here with him." 

> "Then," said the major briefly, 
"Winn, you command L troop." And 

> when again the column mounted Bar 
jclay rode back and directed his leading 
Motion to incline to the right, so that 
tfiey passed the lonely little group, the 

:»tW0 horses placidly cropping at the 
scant horbage, tho orderly squatting 
with averted face, filled at once with 
shame and sympathy, the recumbent 
figure sprawled upon the prairie, its 
bloated red visage buried in the blue 
sleeved arms. Barclay's rearward sec­
tions instinctively followed the lead, 
and only furtive glances were cast, and 
no audible comments made. The ranks 
were full of tough characters in those 
days, yet imbued with a strange fidel­
ity in certain lines that reminds one of 
the dog immortalized by Bret Harte at 
Bed Gulch—the dog that had such deep 
sympathy for a helplessly drunken man. 
There was nothing in their code to pre­
vent their stealing from Uncle Sam, 
their captain, or any other victim, but 

'to hint that an officer or a friend was 
drunk would have been the height of 
impropriety. 

Winn, nbt Mullano, therefore, led 
"The Devil's Own," asMullane's troop 
—together with others no doubt—had 
been appropriately designated. Barclay 
followed at the head of D, when, near 
ing Crockett Springs at 5 o'clock, a 
dim speck of courier came twisting out 
npon the trail to meet them, and Brooks 
long after recalled the thought that 
came to him as he read the dispatch 
that reacfied him there. It was from 
Lawrence: 

Cramer got wind of tho gang early this 
morning, followed with SO men into the San 

. Saba, had sharp light, lost tbreo men and 
many horses and is carrallod out there, about 
15 miles southeast. Cramer himself wounded, 
Dr. Angustin killed. Courier says moat of 
Friday gang gone to Ban Saba pass. You, of 
course, must push on to save Penny wise and 
his money. I take five men and horses here 
and hasten to pull Cramer out of the bole. 
Think you now justified in attacking gang 
wherever found. No doubt who were Cramer's 
assailants. »I.x]ioct to rcuch'hlm before (1 and 
have one more syuure fight out of Texas. 
Hastily. L. 

"By heaven," cried Brooks, as he 
turned to Fuller arid the little party 
riding with him, all studying his face 
with anxious cyos, "it's lucky wo got 
hero with our hurses in good shape. 
Cramer ia in a scrapo somewhere out in 
the range. Lawrence has gone to his 
aid, and there'll only be time for a bite 
at Crockett's; then we must push on 
and go ahead to tho pass." Then, drop­
ping into thought, "Now, which of 
Laura Waite's victims will most wel­
come a Kijuaro tight—tho man Blie 

mer's camp guard had found time to add 
substantial s to that comforting fluid. 
Only half an hour did the major delay, 
but even in that time the horses had a 
quick rub down with wisps of hay, and 
the men themselves swung into saddle 
with an air that seemed to say, "There's 
fun ahead." The sun wps shining aslant i 
from low down in the western sky as ; 
the column once more jogged away on i 

the dusty trail, Barclay's troop now in ! 
the lead, opening out just as it had 
marched most of the day, while Winn, 
between whom and the new captain 
there had passed a few courteous yet 
rather formal words at - one or two of 
the halts, gave to Mullane's old first 
sergeant the charge of the leading sec­
tion, and himself rode at the distant 
rear of column, for by dusk if at all 
straggling would be likely, and strag­
gling would have to be suppressed wi*h 

firm hand. The sun was at their backs -
now. Away to the front lav the rift in 
the bills through which wound the 
San Saba road, and off to the right 
front, well to the southeast,' somewhere 
among those jagged bluffs just begin­
ning to tinge with £old about their 
sharp and sawlike crests, lay the scene 
of Cramer's morning tussle with the 
outlaws, who, as all now realized, must 
have opened on. him from ambush and 
shot down several horses and not a few 
men before the troopers conld reply-
No further news had come from him, 
however. 

Tho courier who brought the first 
news said he had to run the gantlet, 
although only a. few of the gang seemed 
to be hanging about the scene of •••he 
fight, their main body, as he had pre­
viously reported, having gono in the di­
rection of the pass. Brooks well knew 
that the moment he reached the foot­
hills he would have to move with cau­
tion, throwing out advanced guards, 
and, where possible, flankers. He knew 
that ho would need every man and be­
lieved that Cramer's people, now that 
Lawrence had gone to join them, could 
take care of themselves, but the courier's 
story, told to eager ears, had "told" in 
more ways than one. His description of 
the ambuscade, the way Cramer, the 
doctor, Sergeant O'Brien and others at 
the head of column were tumbled at the 
first fire, all had tended to make the 
head of Brooks' column an unpopular 
place to ride—at least less popular than 
earlier in the day Fuller and his men 
decided that their, horses would be the 
better for an hour or two of rest at the 
cantonment, and so the column moved 
on without them. • 

Longer grew the shadows and loftier 
the range far to the front as once more 
the pace- quickened to the trot and 
Brooks and bis men jogged on. The 
doctor, a gifted young practitioner 
whom Collabone held • in high regard, 
seemed still to 'think that he should 
have been allowed to take an orderly 
and his instruments and gallop out on 
Lawrence's trail to the aid of Cramer's 
wounded. "Then what is to become of 
mine?" asked tho major calmly. "I'm 
sorry for Cramer, sorry his doctor is 
killed, bnt we may need you any mo­
ment more than he does. No, Lawrence 
has gone to him. He'll do what he can 
to make tho wounded comfortable, leave 
a small guard with them and then 
guide the rest of Cramer's troop through 
the range to the San Saba, join either 
Pennywise's party or ours, and between 
us we ought to give those fellows a 
thrashing they'll never forget if only 
they'll stand and take it—if only," he 
added below his breath, "they don't lay 
for us in some of those deep, twisting 
canyons where 20 men could overthrow 
a thousand." 

The doctor admitted tho force of his 
superior's argument and said no word. 
All the same, however, his eyes kept 
wandering off from time to time to­
ward the foothills at tho southeast, now 
turning to violet in shade, "like half 
mourning," said the doctor to Oalahad, 
as, only half content, he dropped back 
to ride a few moments at the latter's 
side. "And it won't be long," he add­
ed to himself, "before they'll beshroud-
ed in deep black. Pray God there's no 
ill omen in that." 

And now the road began to rise very 
slowly, very gently as yet, but percep­
tibly toward the still distant rangei 
The long, spindle shanked shadows of 
the horses had disappeared. The sun, 
yellow red, was just sinking below the 
horizon through the dust clouds in 
their wake, when one of the foremost 
troopers, close at Barclay's heels, mut­
tered, "It's somethin movin, anyhow, 
and what is it if it ain't a horse?" And 
Barolay and the doctor, turning in sad­
dle, caught his eye. "I seen it a n\inute 
ago away out yonder toward them 
buttes," continued the soldier, pointing 
out across the prairie to their right 
front, "and I couldn't be sure then. 
It's comin this way, whatever it is, 
comin fast. Look, sir I There it is 
again!" 

And with all their eyes Barclay and 
the doctor gazed, but could see no mov­
ing object. Only the rolling prairie, 
growing darker, dimmer every minute, 
only the sun tipped ridge and buttes 
and shining pinnacles far away toward 
the San Saba. And still the relentless 
trot went on, and the major's head was 
never turned; yet his orderly, too, was 
ducking and peering from time to time 
off to the southeast, just where the 
trooper had pointed. Barclay, cau­
tioning his sergeant to keep a steady 
trot, spurred forward, the doctor follow­
ing. 

"What do you see?" they asked, and 
the orfiyrly, too. stretched forth a grimy 
gauntlet 

"TT&ught I saw a horse, sir. One 
of K troop's, maybe, for there was no 
ruI'.T. " , *' . • : 

Witn this corroborative evidence Bar­
clay hailed the major. "Major, may 1 
send a man or two out in that direc­
tion?" he asked. "Two of bur people 
report seeing a horse1 galloping this 
way." 

But, even as he spoke, over a distant 
divide, popping up against the sky just 
long enough to catch the eyes of half a 
dozen men at onoe, a black dot darted 
into view and then came bounding 
down the long, gradual incline, loom-

n 

-J 
"nought / saiv a horse, sir." %'C: 

ing larger find larger as it ran. Present­
ly the body and legs could be made out, 
and then the sweeping inane and tail— 
a riderless horse, a cavalry horse proba­
bly, coming at eager speed to join his 
comrade creatures in the long column. 
Cavalry horse undoubtedly, as, bopnd-
ing nearer and nearer, the flapping 
rein, the dangling, black hooded stirrups, 
the coarse gray blanket and the well 
known saddle could be distinguished, a 
grewsome sight to trooper eyes, harbin­
ger of disaster if not of death in almost 
every case—a cavalry charger riderless. 
And at last, as with piteous neigh the 
laboring steed came galloping straight­
way on, a cry went up from two or 
three soldier throats at the instant, a 
wail of soldier sorrow, "God save us, 
fellows, it's Blarney—it's the colonel's 
own!" Officers and men, they swarmed 
about the weary, panting, trembling 
creature, as hope died in every heart at 
what they saw. The saddle and blanket, 
the old overcoat, rolled at the pommel, 
that'so often had stood between Ned 
Lawrence and the Texas gales, were all 
dripping with blood, yet Blarney had 
never a scratch. r 

Would Hurt the Farmer*. 
"The farmers of- tli© country could 

i not stand the rapid fluctuations of the 
money market if we should go to a 

• silver basis, for the heaviest burden 
| would' fall upon' the producing classes," 
said Hon. W. D. Bynum, of Indiana, in 
his speech in Osceola the other day. 
"Every element of uncertainty in busi­
ness la in favor of the speculator and 
against the producer. Every risk, 
every loss in the money market that oc­
curs between the local buyer andi the 
market in Liverpool, must come out of 
the price paid the farmer for his grain, 
in the first place; he must pay it all. 
Suppose the exporter who sells hla 
American produce in Europe receives 
American exchange for it and finds 
when he'gets to the United States with 
it that his American dollars, silver dol­
lars, have shrunk ten per cent., or any 
other per cent., which will certainly 
often occur with a fluctuating money 
market. The shipper will have lost 
money, and the next time he buys the 
farmers' grain he will make allowance 
for that loss and the risk of future loss, 
and he will always do it. You say that 
sometimes the balance will be the other 
way. Yes, but the farmer will never 
get credit for that-; he will always be 
charged with the risk taken by every 
man who handles his produce." 

Mr. Bynum, who was for ten years 
one of the leading democrats in con­
gress, was chairman of the sound mon­
ey democratic national committee in 
1896. He is now a full-fledged republic­
an, being convinced that his party has 
gone hopelessly off after false gods and-
that it cannot be brought back toiia 
traditional principles. 

DEN1SON Fit A TE RNI TIES. 
HOWDALL LODGE NO. 90, KNIGHTS OF 

PYTHIAS Meets evefy Monday evening at 8 
o'clock, McIIenry hall. Visaing members al­
ways frorrlialiy we.come. 
IIuoo Gebeut, , ; , J. P. Glknn, 

V. u. K. a. &s. 

CHAPTER XII. tkUy 
Tho moon was throwing blagk shad-

ows into the deep cleft in the San,Saba, 
where the Crockett trail twisted along 
beside the swift running rivulet, that 
rose in the heart of the hills and bub­
bled merrily away until lost in the 
westward valley and the brook that 
found its source at the springs far out 
nnder.tbe foothills toward the Bravo. 
Slowly, wearily,' warily, half a -dozen 
troopers on jaded horses were feeling 
their way up the pass, a veteran cor­
poral full 80 yards ahead of his fellows 
leading on. 

With the advance rode an officer 
whose shoulder straps, gleaming on the 
shell jacket sometimes worn in the 
mounted service immediately after the 
war, seemed almost too bright and new 
to accord with the dust grimed chevrons 
and trimmings of his comrades. New 
and brilliant, too, were the hilt and 
scabbard of the saber that dangled by 
his side. New. and "green" the men of 
his command had believed him to be, 
in cavalry matters at least, when first 
he joined them some weeks before, but 
the most case hardened old customer 
among their seasoned troopers had 
abandoned that view before ever they 
started on this scout after a gang of 
notorious ontlaws. and now a new and 
very different theory was grinding its 
way into their tired brains—that the 
"Doughboy Dragoon," as they had earli­
er dubbed him,'"Captain Gaily had," as 
one of them heard he was oalled, could 
give them points in covering the front of 
a column that wer6 worth knowing, even 
if they had been learned in a doughboy 
regiment and among the Sioux. It 
would be a smart Friday that man­
aged to ambuscade old Brooks' column 
that cloudless, moonlit, breezeless 
night, for with that veteran's full con­
sent as well as to his infinite relief 
Captain Barclay had himself gone for­
ward with the advance the moment 
they began to wind in among the hills, 
and there at the post of danger he had 
held his way, alert and vigilant, de­
spite long hours in saddle that had told 
heavily on more than half the com­
mand, calm and brave despite the fact 
that their weloome to the westward 
portal of the pass was the sight of poor 
Blarney running to them for shelter, 
sympathy and companionshp, covered 
with the blood of his beloved rider. 

And what was that rider's fate? It 
was now almost 11 o'clock, and no man 
knew. Only briefly had they halted and 
flocked about the panting steed, for 
stern was the need that held them to 
their - course. With awestricken faces 
and oompressed lips they looked into 
each other's eyes, as though to ask: 
What next? Who next? The major, 
tender hearted as a woman, well nigh 
choked with distress and anxiety as he 
turned to Barolay for oounsel, and long 
before the rearmost of the column had 
reached the spot the decision had been 
made. The leaders were again pushing 
on. Young Bray ton, with half a dozen 
troopers, had been dispatched south-
westward along the falda, ordered to 
search high and low for Lawrence, dead 
or alive. There was only one theory— 
that, pushing eagerly ahead to the re­
lief of Cramer's crippled troop, the gal­
lant ex-captain had taken no thought 
of personal danger; the old instinct of 
leadership had possessed him, and, fore­
most of his little squad, he had been 
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