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[CONTINUED,] 
ciay was or—tne old army—n ne baa 
been brought up as I was, ho might 
settle it out of court. My father used 
to say that there could be no other rep
aration for a blow. What would my 
apologies be worth? They would not re
establish him." 

"Sometimes I think," Eaid Brooks 
after another reflective panse, "that men 
of Barclay's stamp need not appeal to 
the code to set them right. That is 
only a device by which physical oour-
age is made a substitute for other vir
tues that may bo lacking. Barclay oc
cupies a plane above it. In view of his 
record in the Platte country and in this 
recent chase after the outlaws it would 
take a bold man to sneer at him, in this 
garrison at least, and, if ho prefer no 
chargo against yon, who is to do it: 
This trouble can be straightened out, 
Winn," eaid the major soothingly, "if 
only yon conlu fix—that other. " 

But how, said they to each other as 
they went gloomily away, was that 
other to be "fixed?" How was a peer 
fellow with nothing but bis pay, bur
dened by an extravagant aud helpless 
wife, a little child and a nr.mber of 
debts, to hope to raise 8-*,000 to pre
vent tho almost total stoppage of his 
stipend? That evening when Mrs. 
Faulkner loft her invalid friend tho lat
ter asked her to say to Harry that, she 
begged him to come and speak with 
her. Harry went, but there was no 
spring, no gladness, in the slow and 
halting feet that climbed the narrow 
stair. There was no hope in the care
worn face that came forth again in half 
an hour. Laura wished him to take her 
watch, her diamond earrings, a locket 
he had given her in bygone days and 
other pretty trinkets., sell them and pay 
their debts. She was amazed to hear, 
not that they owed so much, but that 
her treasures wonld bring so little. 

The fourth day of his arrest was well 
nigh gone. Collabone had reported Bar
clay quite himself again and sitting np, 
though none too strong, and then he 
saw that Winn at last had been writ
ing. "Bead that," said Harry briefly, 
and handed him the sheet It was ad
dressed to Captain Barclay: 

"In the laat four days 1 have done 
nothing bnt think of the great wrong 1 
did you. I 'iave tried to find words in 
which to tell you my distress and self 
reproach, but they fail me. There was 
no shadow of justification for my sus-

Cicion, and therefor* no ezoose for my 
low, Had you desired reparation you 

would have demanded it, and the rule 
used to be for a man ia my plight to 
wait until it waa asked before he ten
dered an apology that might be consid
ered a stopper to a challenge. Bnt 1 
will not wait. At the risk of anything 
any man may say or think I write this 
to tc!l you that I deplore my conduct 
and with all my heart to bog your par
don." 

Collabone went through it twice with 
I blinking eyes. "That's the bravest 
1 thing you over did, Winn," said he as 
! he laid it carefully doiwn. "That ought 
I to stop court martial proceedings." 
j "That," answered Winn, "is a dif-
VCerent matter. I don't ask any mercy. I 
j would have been better off this minute 
i if he or Brayton had shot me on the 
spot." 

There was silence a moment as he 
turned away and presently seated him
self at the little table, his head drop
ping forward on his arms. Then Colla
bone stepped up and placed a hand upon 
his shoulder. 

" Winn, my boy, I should lie if 1 said 
you ought not to feel this, but there's 
such a thing as brooding too much. 
You'll harm yourself if yon go on like 
this. You— Here, let me take that in 
to Barclay. Let him speak for me. I'm 
d d if it isn't too much for me." 

Bat Winn's head was never lifted as 
the doctor went his way. 
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Aretle irbalcn Saved. 
Tbe expedition which the govern-

Bent seat oat last November la the 
revenue cutter Bear, for the relief of 
the whalefa who had been caught in 
the ice eaet of Point BaT'w In th° 
Arctic ocean, has accomj). .ihed its 
mission and returned. A relief party 
commanded by Lieutenant Jarvls. and 
assisted by the Rev. V7. T Loop of th 
American Missionary ass "Nation, drove 
a herd of reindeer rr.rv 'Vr. 500 miles 
overland from Port Ols rice to Point 
Barrow; and as FOOH the ice per
mitted, the Befr. by Cap
tain Tuttle, mishr;' i'r Point 
row, and took or una; ; "le wrecked 
whalers. 

chair ana Ut1!:: ont a thm wmte nana. 
"Welcome, Winn," was all ho said, 

and then the old negro slid out and 
closed tho door. 

"There are Oirieli and Oirish," as, • 
quoting Mulvaney, has been said before. 
Once assured that no further proceed
ings were to bo taken against him for 
his iniquitous lapse the day of the rush 
to Crockett Springs, Captain Mullano 
eonclnded that ho must stand high in 
favor at court, and that further self de
nial and abstinenco were uncalled for, 
especially in view of the successes 
achieved for him by tho small detach
ment of his party led by Lieutenant 
Winn. Mullanewasa gallant soldier in 
the field from sheer love of fighting, 
and the same trait when warmed by 
wbisky trade him u nuisance in garri
son. Not a week was bo home from bis 
successful scout when he broke out in a 
new place, and this tiino he found in
stant accommodation. 

Little of the stolen property was re
covered by tho searching squad sent out 
as the result of Marsden's revelations. 
That voluble scoundrel was in the 
guardhouse awaiting trial by general 
court martial. Cavalry drills were re
sumed again, and after each morning's 
work tho officers gathered in considera
ble force at tho clubroom. There had 
been, both in the ini'antry and in the 
cavalry, vast speculation as to the out
come of Winn's arrest and Barclay's 
mishap. But men, as a rule, spoke of 
the matter with bated breath. 
Bralligan and the one or two Irish ex-
sergeants in tho command, known lo
cally as the Paugh-a-Ballaghs, how
ever, waxed hilariously insolent in 
their comments. Kothing short of dis
missal should be Winn's sentence and 
nothing short of a challenge be Bar
clay's course. It was with something 
akin to amaze that Mullane received on 
the sixth day after Winn's arrest offi
cial notification of his release and res
toration to duty. It was with Bome-

wfesn 
faaMlag at 
thlok pao» 

carefully counted 
out and label«d. On this disylay of 
wealth gloated' the fishy eyes of Mul
lane as a moment later he oai— reeling 
in, Bralligan and Hodge at hia heels. 

To his hilarious salutation Brayton 
gave short answer, Winn none at all. 
Winn's face had clonded again, and all 
the sad lines of thought and care seemed 
cutting deep, despite the coming of this 
muoh needed relief. 

"Hwat's ahl the lucre, I say?" shout
ed the Irish captain, raging at Winn's 
tacit snub. "Thousands of dollars, be-
dadl" Then with leeriugwmk he turn
ed to his half muddled satellites. "D'ye 
mind, lads? Ahl that for a plasther to 
wounded honor. Regular John Bull 
business over again. That's the English 
way of settlin a criin. oon. case. How 
muoh did Barclay think it wurrth, 
Winn?" 

And tho next instant he lay flounder
ing on tho floor, felled by a furious 
blow from the subaltern's fist. 

"That's the bravest thing you ever did, 
Winn." said he. 

Later that night the post adjutant 
dropped in. He and Winn bad never 
been on eordial terms, but the staff 

; officer woe shocked and troull-jd us the 
j increasing ravages ia the onoe proud 
i and hant'sorae face of the cavalryman, 
j "Wiun,'' he said in courteous tone, 
"the colonel directs extension of your 

I limits tu include the parado and—aud 
to visit Captain Barclay, who wants to 

! see you this evening, if yon f'el able. 
• It's oi.lv uo-t door, you In.. " he add

ed vaguely. Then, "Isn't r-htre any-
' thing I dc?" 

Tb;;t ni; it .ic^t after tapR old Hanni
bal i:ii!?,;ir d the tall youim officer and 

. ushi red turn into a brif'i'Iv IwrhtPd 
j room, win re, rather pale an t wan, but 
| Willi ivfcit'liy smile oil bis IUVH. »•:t!:i-
j bad jwcii.v lay buck in In-; itolinuiU 

The next instant he lay floundering on 
the floor. 

thiDg akin to incredulous wrath that an 
bonr later he caught sight of the liber
ated lieutenant issuing from Barclay's 
quarters, not his own, and with Barclay 
leaning trustfully on his arm. 

Apology accepted. Explanations ten
dered. All settled, and without a meet
ing on the field of honor. "Whurroo, 
but what's the cavalry comin to?" 
howled Mullane over the consequent 
cups at the sutler's store and clubroom. 
Fuller aiding and abetting with more 
liquor. Up the hill to the post lurched 
the feu captain that very afternoon, and 
into the cardroom, where some of his 
cronies were gathered, Bralligan among 
them and the untrustworthy Hodge. 
Any one with half an eye could see 
there waa mischief in the win4, for 
nothing caused these old time Hibernian 
rankers keener suffering than to have 
their betters settle a qaeation without 
either court martial or a fight Talk 
aad itering langh grew loader as pota-
Monetollowed on the heel taps of their 
yredeoesaom. The mail from San An
tonio got in at 6 p. m. that evening, 
and the orderly was distributing letters 
as the officers returned from stables. 
Winn, by invitation, had aooompanied 
the major and was walking home with 
him, Mullane and a crony or two fol
lowing at safe distance. Several men 
saw the light of relief ia Winn's face 
as be received, opened aad glanced into 
the missive handed him. 

"Has it come?" asked Brooks in 
genuine sympathy. 

"Yes," answered Winn almost sol
emnly. "A check which I am instruct
ed to have cashed by Fuller, as he has 
•11 the currency in the county just 
BOW." 

"I oongratulate yon with all my 
heart," said the major. "I suppose you 
will see Trott tomorrow." 

"I shall see him tonight, if you will 
excuse me, sir. I'll go at once to the 
store. Brayton, will you come with 
me?" 

Fuller was ont. It was some minutes 
before be could bo fouud at the corral. 
Meantime the two classmates, recon
ciled since the long talk botween Bar
clay and Winn, convf: 1 jn low. grave 
tones in Fuller's pnvate carrlroom. 
where none hut oliicors and his cromes 
were admitted. "Tho trader looked 

CHAPTER XVIL 
Another week opened. In honor of 

Captain Barclay's restoration to health; ': 
the Fraziers had issued invitations for a r 
picnic to the Whito Gate. Many of the • 
officers and ladies had accepted. Most . / 
of them bad been bidden. Captain Mul
lane had been on sick report four days. • 
Contusions resulting from tumbling r 
from a broken legged chair was the ex- Ap
planation. But every Pat in tho com
mand had bis tongue in his cheek when 
he spoko of it and ot matters growing < 
out of tho "contusions" mentioned. 
Frazier had heard rumors of the former 
fracas, and had notified Messrs. Mul
lane, Bralligan, et al., that he would 
have no dueling in his bailiwick, and 
deep was the mystery surrounding cer- > 
tain consnltations held by night * in 
Mullane's quarters. 

"The blood of that yonng braggart 
be on his own head," said Mullane to 
his henchmen. "An you, Hodge, can 
console the disconsolate widow." 

He had no more doubt of the issue of 
, the contemplated combat, no more com-

Mullane, j punction in^the matter, than had Thaok-
T~"u eray's valiant and inimitable little Gas-

coa, ne Cabasse, in his duel with Lord 
Kew. He had long been the leader of 
the Hibernian set, and despite every 
effort on the part of the witnesses to 
the affray at the sutler's to keep the 
matter a secret rumors got out, and the 
Faugh-a-Ballaghs knew their chief had 
been braved by that hated coxcomb 
Winn. Everyone of them knew further 
that Mullane must have sent his de
mand for satisfaction, despite the fact 
that his "pistol oi," the right, had been 
damaged by the collision and was not 
yet in condition for effective service. 
Everybody who was in the secret knew 
that Mr. Winn had instantly accepted, 
naming Brayton as his second, pistols 
as the weapons, and suggesting his 
father's old dueling set, that had seen 
long years and some service in the old 
army, as proper to the occasion. The 
time and place, however, would neces
sarily depend on the victim of the knock
down blow. All Winn asked and urged 
was utter secrecy meantima 

To Mullane there was nothing in the 
episode over which to brood or worry. 
As dragoon sergeant in the old days he 
had "winged his man" according to 
the methods described in "Charles 
O'Malley" and praoticed occasionally 
by his superiors in rank. He had known 
many a barroom broil and was at home 
with pistol, fists or saber—no mean an
tagonist when not unsteadied by liquoa 
He bad now a chance of meeting on the 
field one of the set he secretly hated, 
"the snobocracy of the arrumy,"and 
he meant to sboot the life ont of Harry 
Winn if straight shooting wonld do It. 
That Winn had taken advantage of him 
and knocked him down when he was 
drunk was excuse sufficient for the 
crime he planned; that he bad brought 
the blow upon himself by an insult ten 
times more brutal was a matter that 
concerned him not at alL He had no 
wife or child to worry about. Mrs. 
Mullane and the varions progeny were 
old enough to look out for themselves, 
as indeed most of them had long been 
aocustomed to do. Mullane thirsted for 
the coming meeting and for the prom
inence its outcome would give him 
among all good soldiers all over Texaa 

And as for Winn—he who had ootne 
riding home from his successful aoout 
barely a fortnight before, buoyant, 
hopeful, almost happy—the change t 
had come over him was something i 
men saw and none oould fully aeoondb 
for. Cashing the draft from the bank 
at San Antonio, ho bad now enough to 
take Trott's receipt in full forthevalae 
of the stolen stores, even to some recov
ered plunder, slightly damaged by 
rough handling and by rain. He would 
then still have some $400, and he aakads 
bis wife for certain bills tint had been 
frequently coming to her accompanied 
by urgent demands. Laura said she had 
not kept them. Which ought to be paid 
first? he asked. Which had been loaosat 
outstanding? Laura's reply was that 
she did not know, but if he had 
that money from San Antonio at 
she ought to have some tosend to tfmet 
Ohalmette. She positively had not a 
dinner dress fit to bo seen. Wins did 
not even glance at the open doors ef a 
big closet, hnng thick with oortlf 
gowns hia wife had hardly worn at all, 
bnt that now, she said, were out of 
style. There were other matters to be 
thought of than dinner powns, he tokl 
her gravely, and her face clonded at 
once. She bad almost forgotten the 
troubles of the week gone by. 

He went down to his den and sat 
there thinking. What ought he to do? 
What should he do with this money? 
Every cent of it would be swallowed<up 
if he squared those commissary ac
counts and turned the balance Into 
chucks and sent it off to pay these bills^ 
and then, if Mullane's bullet sped true 
to its mark, what would there be to 
take Laura aud the baby north? 
"Homo" ho dared not say. She had no 
home. Collabone'sdiagnosis of that sit
uation was correct. Then, too, if Mul-
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