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A Good_
New Year’s {4
Resolution

YOU couldn’t make
a better one.

Why?

Becauss it embodies
Comfort, Satisfaction
and Success.

CoMFoRT.—Because
Selz Shoes fit well.

well,

We sell them.
prices. Come and see.

All

Are for sale at

shoes. They will be pleased

P |

‘“We'll all wear SELZ SHOES this year.'’
SATISFACTION. — Because Selz Shoes wear

Success.—Because Selz Shoes preserve
your health, save you money and enable you to
pursue your daily duties with ease and freedom.

111656 SN06S.

“THE BOYS,” Store,

where you will find a complete line of Men's,
Women's and Children’s Shoes and Over-

you call on them, and they are

Sure 10 Pleass You in Price and Quality.

styles, all sizes, all

to have

THE LORENTZEN
BARBER SHOP.

Under First National Bank,

Four chairs. All work first-class. satisfaction.

Ja |

H. W. RANDALL,

the very finest work.

Special attention to country work.
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sae_The Denison Decorator.

An Expert Paper Hanger and Painter, capable of doing

Estimates made.
Satisfaction guaranteed.

For estimates call on or address

H. W. RANDALL,

The Denison Decorator.
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CHAS. DOLK,

AUCTIONEER,

KIRON, IOWA.

Will cry sales in Crawford and adjoining
counties at low rates, and will gunarantee

Give me a trial.
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OCEFERIS CERISTEINSEIY,

General -

Blacksmith, - Wagon, - Carrlage

AND REPAIR BHOP:

HORSE SHOEING, PLOW WORE, ETC.

AEBISCHER BROS. <

> OITY MEAT MARKET.

DBNISORN, IoOWA.
Py ol bome s B

Fresh Meats,
F'resh Ovystera.

E J. McQORMIGK,

~—DEALER

(Nt

Stock : Cattle : and ' Hogs.

HIGHEST MARKET PRICE FOR

S8TOCK HOGS.

HOUSHK
MOVING

. First-Class Outfit.

JAMES McCLELLAN

‘A

MOUSES AND OTHER BUILDIN:

MOVED WITHOUT uuua

Experienced Men. Satisfactiom Guaranteed.

DENISON. IOWA

.B

LACK-SMITHING - -

Niret Deor West

ef
Lawd’s Barn.

Horse-Shoeing a Specialty.

I wish to announce that I am prepared to do all kinds
of blacksmith work in first-class shape and at prices
as low as is consistent with good labor and material

TOM BATEMAN.

R J LANRK,

Leave orders at Smith's Barber Shop.

SSEme-—"DENISOIN, T.A.

STONE MASON, PLASTERER, BRICKLAYER,

TWOREK GUARANTEED.

Bond or reference furnished if desired.
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EDITORIAL COLUMN
EDITORIAL MISCELLANY.

There seems to be a question of ver-
acity between a certain member of the
recent democratic conference held at
Des Moines, and the half-dozen news-
paper correspondents who were on the
ground to report the proceedings. The
newspaper men report what was said
as to the abandonment of 16 to 1 as an
1ssue, and who said it. They quote

and give figures as to campaign contri-
butions vpon his anthority. They tell
that General Weaver spoke against the
abandonment of the silver issue and
give the names of those supporting his
contentions. All this is met by a sim-
ple denial from the member of the con-
ference. He gives no details of what
did occur but states that the abandon-
ment of silver was not discussed. Even
did we not know the parties involved
we would be inclined to give the benefit
of the doubt to the half dozen or so core
respondents representing papers having
different political tendencies, and under
the circumstances we have no hesitation
in saying that the statements of the

correspondents are undoubtedly true.

* *
*

One thing which all agree was ac-
complished by the conference was the
doing away with the tri-partite farce.
It has certainly been laughable % see
the same delegate sitting as a demo-
crat, a populist and a silver republican
and then coming home and cheering
himself because he was unanimous.
We are glad to get the enemy out into
the open, glad that they are to throw
off their mask of pretended republican-
ism. Henceforth they are democrats,
and the next time brother republican
that one of their demagogical leaders
comes round and insinuates that except
for the silver question he is as good a
repuslican as you are and that he still
has the interests of the grand old party
at heart. just tell him that you know
better, that he has crawled in between
the democratic sheets and must liein
the democratic bed, and that you would
think more of him if hedid not act
80 ashamed of his bed-fellow.
* *

We like to see manhood in politics.
‘We hate shams and hypocrisies, and in
this we believe the great mass of the
people agree. No man and no news-
paper ever gained anything by being
afraid to say his soul is his own. Do
not do it, friends. The questions upon
which the two parties are divided are
certainly great enough to command
your serious attention. Give these
questions the consideration they de-
serve, try to throw off your prejudicies,
to lay aside self interest, and to decide
the questions on their merits alone.

* *
*

At the closing of the year, when par-
tisan strife is lulled, it may be well to
review the principles advocated by the
two great parties in an as impartial a
manner as is possible.

free and unlimited coinage of silver at
the ratio of 16 to 1.

‘'he republican party believes in bas-
ing the value of our coinage on gold,
which is the standard of value used by
nearly all the other nations with which
we do business. That is in making our
currency and other coinage redeemable
in gold.

* *

*

The democratic party believes in a
tariff for revenue only. This meansa
tariff placed upon necessary articles
such ag tea, coffee. etc., without regard
to conditions of manufacture or pro-
duction in this country. .

The republican party believes in ad-
Jjusting the tariff go that it will provide
the necessary income and at the same
time protect from foreign competition
such manufactures or products as may
need such protection.

*
*

The democratic party, originally be-
lieved in as little government as possi-
ble, that is that the individual should
be allowed to work out his own life
problem with the least possible govern-
mental interference.. Since the popu-
list element has entered so largely into
democracy however, it has become in-

*

| fused with socialistic tendencies—we

do not use the term gocialistic in any
deprecatory sense, butin the sense of
enlarged governmental powers, and the
sinking of the individual. ‘I'his ten-
dency finds expression in sundry planks
favoring government ownership of rail-
roadsete. It is not universal with the
democratic party, however. and these
expressions increase or decrease accord-
ingly as the populistic influence bas
been much or little felt. In the same
way it may be said that one of the
principles of the democratic party is
the suppression of tlie negro vote in the
south, not a universal dogma of the
party, but one which is accepted and
believed in by a large number of demo-
cratic faith, and in faet by the control-
ling element of the party.

¥ s *

The republican party favors the free
use of the ballot by every person to
whom it is guaranteed by the constitu-
tion. In regard to socialistic tenden-
cies it is conservative, believing that it
is best to meet these issues as they ap-
pear, that the industrial and commer-
cial world must largely solve its own
problems and that anything which takes

> " M T ".

from Chairman Townsend’s remarks !

The democratic party: believes in the’

from a man the incentive of personal
ambition is unhealthy.

* *
* ¢

On the question of expansion both
parties are divided. To illustrate,
Reed; Cleveland and Bryan stand to-
gether in opposition, while McKinley,
Wheeler, and many democrats stand
forit. Itismuot then aquestion upon
which any political alignment as be-
tween democrat and republican can be
made.

* *
*

The four questions therefore, which

.areto decide ones political affiliations

are then these, the currency, the tariff,
industrial and commercial questions,
and the question of suffrage. Both
parties are made up of millions of peo-
ple in every walk of life, poor and rich,
employer and employee, honest men
and scoundrels, 80 that the plea that
one party is vastly superior to the other
either in personnel orin tender solici-
tude for the people is but the special
pleading of the partisan and should
have no weight with that great jury—
the people. The solution of these four
problems 1s then what should be the de-
ciding point as to which party you
should belong. We ask our readers,
especially the young men who have not
as yet become bound down by party
fetters and personal obligations, if they
will not give some time and thought
and study to these great questione of
government?

*

We were greatly surprised the other
day to hear a sturdy German farmer
say that he was still a democrat but on
account of prohibition only. He said
he had been ‘back to Scott county and
had found that nearly all of hLis old
time friends and neighbors were back
in the old republican fold. We asked
him if it was because they had all turn

ed prohibitionists. Ilesaid no theyhad
not, but that they were fairly satisfied
with the present liquor law and had be-
come republicans on the question of
sound money. We then asked him
what he thought of the money question
and he said he did not exactly know,
but that he had made up his mind to
study the question and if he became
satisfied that free silver was not best
he ‘would throw aside his lingering
prohibition prejudices and become a
republican. We believe he will do as
he says, he is the Kind of a man whose
word counts fora great deal and we
are confident that if he studies the sil-
ver question he will become a republi-
can. In fact there is no better way to
become a republican than to thorough-
ly study the free silver proposition.

*
*Q

1t is not the knowledge of what free
silver means that is harmful to republi-
canism, but that sortof half knowledge
that hazy grasping after sownething free
that attracts to democracy. One man
suggested that if European countries
used gold and if the silver dollar was
worth but fifty cents that when the
European merchant came to this coun-
try to buy he would pay, say $1.00 in
gold for his bushel of wheat which
would be two dollars in silver the
American could then buy two bushels
of wheat with his silver money and sel}
to the European for the gold and repeat
the operation until the American grew
rich and the foreigner bavkrupt. Of
course the greatest fault wi&b this
argument is that the people living be-
yond the Atlantic are not natural born
fools. We quote this argument simply
in support of our proposition that iv is
the misunderstanding of the silver
question and not the understanding of
it which does the harm.

*
*

Lived Over a Century.

Milwaukee, Dec. 22.—A Journal Spe
cial from Chippewa Falls, Wis., says:
James McDonald, aged 102, a resident
of this city for 40 years, died at St. Jos-
eph’s hospital Thursday. He was born
in Montreal in 1796, Three children
survive him, all residents of this city.

Oldest Man in New York.

Malone, N. Y., Dec. 22.—News of the
death of Patrick Haggerty, probably
the oldest man in the state, has
reached his friends in Malone. Mr.
Haggenty would have been 109 years
old on the 17th of March next,
and was wonderfully preserved men-
ta” * and physically: e

A Drute’s Suggestion,

“This thing of being engaged to half a
dozen girls isn’t what it’s cracked up to be,
this time of year.”

‘“Why not?”

“Because you have to make each an expen-
sive gift.”

“Nonsenge! Give each a trifle, and tell

her that the more you save, the sooner you
can get married.”—Puck.

Good for the Kid.
It is plain to see by the large amount
Of presents received by the kid,
That Santa Claus never kept strict account
Of half the things that he did.
—N. Y. Truth,

He Knew,
Willie—Santa Claus only brings presents
to good little boys.
Tom (confidentially)—Yes; but he's eas
ily fooled.—N. Y. Journal.

The national board of trade has adopted
8 resolution favoring the construction of
the Nicaragua canal by the United States,

As a result of the grounding of the bate
tleship Massachusetts off Governor's is-
land extensive and expensive repairs will
be necessary.

The druggist's clerk at San Francisco in
the trial of Mrs. Botkin positively {denti-
fled her as the woman to whom he had
sold a quantity of arsenic.

Otto Bosshard, Charles Allen and Theo-
dore Brazean have been chosen by the
Wisconsin university to represent it in the
debate with the Illinois university,

It is said that the insurgents of the
Philippines are demanding the $20,000,000
to be paid to Spain be turned over to them

in exchange for the 10,000 Spanish troops

“held
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 MABEL'S CIGAR. |

[Copyright, 898, by the Author.]
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) ‘ OM RAFFERTY !
WA | was killed before
[} Sentingo.  Tho bul
~J let which ended
Tom's earthly pil-
grimage also shattered a b cent cigar and
perforated a tintype of his little daughter
Mabel. The cigar was the last tokenof
affection given by Mabel to her father be-
fore he marched away to war. Manyan
night, when aching for a smoke, had Tom
taken the poor cigar out of the pocket-
book which he always carrled over his
heart and by the maglo of its fragrance
had conjured up the tear wet face of his
little girl ag she had placed it between his
lips, and after looking at the oigar and
surreptitiously kisging it he had always
carefully wrapped it up in its covering of
tin foil again and restored it to his pocket.
His comrades in Company E all knew
the story of the cigar, and when his body
was found in the chaparral and the shat-
tered cigar in his pocketbook it was hen-
dled with tender, reverentcare, as a sacred
thing, to be returned to Tom’s wife in the
tall east side tenement in New York city.
There was mourning in the house of
Tom Rafferty’s widow for many days after
tho tidings of his death, togcether with the
pocketbook, reached New York. The
merciful forgetfulness of childhood saved
Mabel from the brooding sorrow which
consumed her mother. But why her fas
ther had not smoked the cigar ghe nouldd
not understand, Neither could she ap-
preciate why he had not taken it to heaven.

The idea of her father being happy in
any place where ha could not smoke Was
ridiculous to her childieh fancy, for slie
could not remember her father in his
hours of ease without a cigar in his mouth.
But the cigar, with the hole made by the
Mauser rifle ball through the middle, was
placed, with the other little mementos of
the dead man, in the bottom drawer of
the bureau, where it was hidden from
Mabel’s sight for many months. Her
mother, however, saw it very often. When
weary of the terrible fight with poverty,
in the evening when Mabel was asleep,
Mrs. Rafferty often took the cigar out of
its hiding place and caressed it with lin-
gering tenderness because it brought back
sweet memories of her “brave lad,”’ as she
was fond of calling her dead husband.

It was June when Tom was killed, and
now that her pay was stopped poverty
pinched the little family sorely. Espe-
cially was this true when the winter
months came and the expense of fuel was
added to the general outlay from Mrs,
Rafferty’s slender earnings, and when De-
cember came she told Mabel Santa Claus
would probably not pay them his usual
visit because he had gone away to a far
country and could not get back again in
time. .

‘“And won’t papa have any Christmas
present either?’’ asked Mabel anxiously.

‘‘No, my dear,” replied Mrs, Rafferty,
with quivering lip. ‘“He is in heaven.
Santa Claus never goes there. But never
mind, Mabel, we won’t worry about it.”’

But ail the time Mabel was thinking
how wretched hor papa would be in
heaven without his Christmas slippers,
and especially his cigars. And with tho
thought of the cigars there flashed across
her mind a planso bold, so audacious,
that it nearly took her breath away. For-
tunately for the carrying out of her
scheme, she fall asleep beforeshe had time
to impart it to her mother,

It was a sorrowful Christmas evo for
Mrs. Raflerty. She was now living on
memories. She recalled the happiness of
the previous Christmas time when Tom
was with her. Moved by an uncontrol-
lable impulse, she took out of the bureaun
all of the mementos of the departetl—tha
tear stained package of letters he had sent
her from Cuba, the picture of Mabel with
the bullet hole through the breast and,
last, the cigar. Overcome by her grief,
she threw herself upon the bed, forgetting
in her anguish to replace the keepsakes in
their customary hiding place.

Christmas day broke bright and clear
over the city. In her preparations for
breakfast in the kitchen Mrs. Rafferty for-
got that she had left her precious memen-
tos exposed upon the bureau. Just as
she closed the door softly behind her on
her way to the grocery Mabel awoke.
While putting on her clothing she saw the
clgar upon the bureau. She peered into
the kitchen and saw that her mother was
gone. With her heart heating a lively
tattoo against her ribsshe seized the cigar
and ran down the stairs.

Pedestrians paused as they saw a little
girl flit by with eager face and disappear
in the crowd. How she got there wus al-
ways a mystery, but within an hour after
leaving home she stood before a delivery
window in the New York postoffice, Tho
top of her golden head just reached tho
window ledge. The clerk looked down
into a pair of wistful blue eyes.

‘‘Please, sir,”’ said Mabel, ‘T want to
send a Christmas present to my papa.’’ -

*“Where is your papa, you little cherub$
sald the clerk.

*‘In heaven,’’ replied Mabel simply.

*‘In heaven !”” echoed the clerk aghast.

“Yes, and mamma says Santa Claus
never goes there, 850 I want to send him a
present all by myself. Mamma don’t
know anything about it, and nobody don’t
know but me. Iwant tosend it all my-
self.,” And she laid upon the window
ledge a little roll of brown paper. The
clerk opened it and displayed a most dis-
reputable cigar. He bit his lip. He had
a little daughter of his own at home.
Secing his hesitation, the tears filled Ma-
bel’s eyes as sho exclaimed:

“Oh, sir, please do send it! Don’t the
cars run today? My papa can’t get no
clgars in heaven, 'cause mamma says they
don't sell ’em. Do, please, sir, send it}
It's mine. I bought it for papa before he
went to war! What time does the car go?
I'm afraid my present will be too late!””

By this time the clerk had recovered his
self possession. He picked up a time table
of tho Hudson River railrond and appar-
ently read from it:

“First mail train leaves for Paradise
today at 10:30 o'clock. Little girl, your
papa will get your present before supper
tonight.”’

*Oh, I'm so glad!” exclaimed Mabel,
her face irradiated with smiles as apple l
blossoms light up an orchard.

When the policeman turned over Mabel
to her mother an hour later, he had a brief
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'~ WEST POINT CADETS.

To Be Graduated im rcmw ma
of June ‘to Supply Demas
of Young Ofcers.

Washington, Dec. 22.—An order 1
been sent to the headquarters of
army directing that the first ‘cls
cadets at West Point be graduat

June. This wae in accordance with &
recommendation made some time'
by Maj. Gen. Miles, and now appi
by Becretary Alger.

A United States army officer an
official of the war department explained”
that one object of Gen. Miles in mak-
{ng the recommendation was to suppl
the pressing need now of young offi-

from other causes the line is'dep!
In the Third cavalry there are
five officers on duty. The assignmen
of the new second lieutenants, who.
number about 50, will do much to re
lieve the situation and keep out of
service many civilians who were u
but who might otherwise, through
litical influence, be appointed to

ond lieutenants.

A SAD SUICIDE. -

Woman Talkes Her Life—Leaves No
Saying Her Husband Was Dead
and She Didn’t Care to Live.

Columbus, 0., Dec. 22, — A wel ek
dressed, refined-lcoking woman went
1o the Chittenden hotel Wednesday
night about nine o’clock, ‘where:
registered as ‘“Mrs. Ashton, of Pit g
burgh.” She was sssigned & room, in§
which she was found dead Thursday;
having committed suicide by takin
carbolic acid. Two envelopes were
found in the room, one with money
pay the hotel and the other address
to the chief of police, containing thi
following note: Y

“My husband having died and 1
me alone, I do not care to live. Th
is $77 in my purse in my corset wais!
Bury me anywhere.” The note was.
printed, wilh tha evident purpose o
disguising the writing, and all mark
had been carefully removed from hex:
clothing by the woman. The decease
appears to be from 30 to 35 years o

morgue.

erty of Catholie Church l—
the Philippines.

Washington, Dec. 22.—Dr. David
Hill, assistant secretary of state, sa
that the disposition of the pruperty
the Catholic church in the Philippines
rests with congress and not with the"}
state depariment. He continued: S

“I should think that & court similar \c{
that which was organized after the an
nexation of our Mexican possessions will =
be the proper way to deterntine the own-
ership of landed estates. This court
private land claims has examined _th‘
title of Innumerable pieces of church prop:
erty in New Mexico, Arizona and Call
fornia, and it has given universal satis-
faction. =

“There s no reason whatever for Cath:
olics to think that their churchmen will
not be honorably treated by the United
States government. Nor {s there any
reason for anyone to believe that the a
ministration will not proceed on  broa:
lines, aiming to form for the Philippl
fslands a government which will develo
them socially, religiously and materially,

HITT FOR AMBASSADOR.

Rumor That He Will Be Sent to Grea
Britpin Revived—Sees the
President.

Washington, Dec. 22.—Reprcsentas
tive R. R, Hitt, of Illinois, was closeted
with the president quite awhile Thurss
day. His visit to the white house gave
rise to another batch of reports con-
necting him with foreign ambassador-
ghips. Rumor had him appointed to
St. Petersburg and to London, it be
ing stated in the latter connection tha
the president had changed his mh}
about appointing Mr. Choate to succee
Mr. Hay at the court of St. James, Mr.
Hitt, on leaving the white house, de-
clined positively to say anything about
tke nature of his business there. =

Injured by Dynamite Explosie!

La Grande, Ore., Dec. 22.—An expl
sion of dynamite occurred four mil
west of Huron, in which five men wers
seriously injured, two of whom will die
The names of the injured cannot "g
learned. Three heavy blasts of dyna- &%
mite were placed in the rocky side ‘of =8
the canyon to be excavated and fired,
Two exploded, but the third was slow,
and the men thought the fuse had
failed, and after waiting awhile re-
tvrned to the hole, when the chni'ge e
ploded with ternific force, 2

)

Carlists Still Active, R
Madrid, Dec. 22.—The Carlist agita-/"
tion continues in several of the north-"
ern provinces, and a number of agifa-—
tors have been arrested at More
province of Castellon de La Plana, ow:
ing to Carlist demonstrations. A Carl
ist has been arrested at Placencla,
province of Caceres, for distributing
arms., The report that Don Carlos has
contracied a loan in England is denied,
It is explained that he tried to do so,
but failed. :

Brewery Company Assigms,
Cincinnati, Dec. 22, — The Cincinnati
Consumers’ Brewery company assigned
to Walter L. Granger. The company
was organized a year agoand wasoper-
ating the old Banner brewery. Assets
are placed at $75,000, liabilities, $40,000,
The concern was not in the proposed:
combination and its assignment will.
not affect that project. e

Fear All Were Lost.
Vietoria, B. C,, Dec. 22—The Rosalfe.

talk with Mrs, Rafferty in the hall and
gave her the cigar, which had been given !
to hlin by the postal clerk. But Mabel
still thinks that the cigar has long sinco
been burned to ashes in the kingdom of
the blessed

which has arrived here from Skagday{
reports the wreck of a sloop ‘which
left Wrangel two weeks ago for Skag-
vay with a party of 12 bound for At~
lin, The sloop was found hottom up
by Indiane and it is fcared that all
bkave been lost, B




