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“FIGHTING FIRST.”

STORIES OF THE HEROIC VOLUN-
TEERS HOME FROM MANILA.

\

First California at Malate—General
King’s Praise of the Charge of the
Californinns—A Corporal's Account
of the Native Uprising.

[Copyright, 1899, by G. L. Kilmer.]
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But in point of

experience, and

*My ocders from the diyvision com-
mander were not to go beyond Santa
Ana for fear of coming under the fire
of the Monadnock, which was shelling
the woods opposite Pasay, but in the
ardor of pursuit Colonel Smith of the
First California, far out on the right
flank, chased the insurgent reserves
all the way to Guadalupe church,
nearly three miles out, his gallant Cal-
ifornians dashing on their lines when-
ever they attempted to make a stand.
Oddly enough, after we had swept
into Santa Ana and rounded up all the
main body of the insurgents, shells ac-
tually began bursting in the plaza In
front of the beautiful church, under
whose walls two of the California
companies were compelled to huddle
for shelter.”
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“Our boys are veterans, every one of
them. Why, I've seen them make a
charge on the enemy just as if they
were enjoying drill. In the attack last
February at Santal Ana I heard Gen-
eral King say, ‘There go the California
boys, and bhades itself ecannot stop
them.” Tlhey are game to a man. Ey-
ery one of the regiment has a record.

““There is one thing I have had a
chance to observe in our boys, and that
i8 thelr absolute obedience to orders
and control of temper. The Filipinos
have never missed a chance to insult
them, and they hate the Californians
most heartily. No wonder. But our
boys have avenged these insults only
when they have had orders to charge
and open fire. Then the way they did
it was just like the work of veterans.”
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General Charles King's own story of
the prowess of the Californians ap-
pears in his graphic account of the
Fllipino campaign. In writing of the
fnsurgent outbreak In February the
general sketches the strange situation
as it is known to all, then continues:
“The Intelligence bureau had notified

his company. “For more than a mile,”
he says, ‘“along the Paco and Santa
Ana road It was a panorama of death
and desolation. On the knoll in the
bend of the Pasig, where the natives
found their retreat cut off, they made
a desperate stand In the trenches. An
open stretch of paddy fields, with mud
knee deep, and the Santa Ana creck.
with water up to the walists, separated
the Americans from this stronghold.
With a rush and a shout the Wash-
ington, California and Idaho boys
plunged in and either killed, wounded,
took captive or drove Into the Pasig
every native found on that little isle
of the river. The dead lay four deep

and were buried in the trenches !n|

which they fell the following day. We
captured every one of their strong-
holds and drove them farther back as
they steadily advanced. The trenches
and breastworks of the insurgents
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there existed still another and larger
redoubt on a mound which we could
not see, either from blockhouse No. 2
or any point within the village of
Paco. It was gheltered by trees along
the Concordia. When at last we were
permitted, after patiently standing
their fire for six hours, to dash in to
the attack, we found three redoubts
and two Krupp guns instead of one.
As the Insurgents rushed away before
us in their attempt to escape the charg-
ing lines it was comical to see them
shedding their blue uniforms, throw-
ing off coats aud trousers and appear-
" Ing In spotless white, the everyday
dress of the native Iilipino. But our
men were too close on their heels to be
decelved by any such artifice. The si-
multaneous wheel to the left of bat-
talions of my brigade, just as planned
beforehand, enabled me to pen the in-
surgénts between my line and the riy-
er, and that was how we were enabled
to take so many prisoners as well as
to inflict such fearful damage upon
those who stood and fought, and fight
they did pluckily and well that day.
because they had been sedulously
coached by their officers In the bellef

COLONEL EMITHI.
[Now brigadier general.]
avalled them little against the concert-
ed onslaught of the American troops.

“The Filipinos build the best of
breastworks, but lack bravery and de-

CAPTAIN EELLEHER,

termination to hold them. They are
treacherous and cruel and can fight in
ambush, but are the worst cowards in
the open. Their poor marksmanship
has saved thousands of the lives of our
men. The gallant conduct of the Call-
fornians does not detract from the
valor of other American troops In the
field. All have done thelr utmost and
have proved the valor of American
soldiers beyond dispute, though the
California regiment is the pride of the
army in the Philippines.”

The First California left Manila July
26 on the transport Sherman with 48
officers and 950 men, including those
unfit for duty. The two batteries of
Californfa heavy artillery which have
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been at the front in the Philippines re-

that the Americans dared oot stand up
hefore them If they stood together and
plied thelr Mausers.

turn with the regiment.
GEORGE L. KILMER.
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