2\

| alarich Chas, Curator,
’ Historical Dent

}:;:“ .:'A.'“:.: ‘ o j,é- . } o : ﬁ - i

six{m“: EEN PAGES A WEEK —SEMI-WEEKLY. DENISON, IOWA, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1899. VOLUME XXXIV NO. 74

N 2T ARSI Bl o H : . :
T Ty AR —
AR

§ MOIN

he
BN
11 FYRY
T

v._(lv.,-_"!‘l.\. .

AL

¥ %,;:} b

ffffGreat Methodist Gathering and Amount
of Work Done.

" BISHOP J. W. JOYCE PRESIDES

Complete Account of the Proceedings, Presiding

‘Elders

Reports, Addresses, Delegates Selected,

. Continued in Tuesday Issue.

- The much-looked for session of the
Des Moines Conference began in the
" M. E. Church last Monday night. Dur-
ing the day the undergraduates and the
examiners had been coming in and by
the time announced for the first service
on the program there was a large audi-
ence assembled to hear the speaker. At
the hour announced the meeting began
and after the opening services the Rev.
Mr. Ilgenfritz introduced the speaker
of the evening, the Rev. C. J. English
of Colfax. His theme was
He made four points in his dis-
course, namely, that eternal life is: 1st,
freedom from suffering; 2d, a perfected
soclal relation; 3d, completed aspira-
tions, and, 4th, the fulfillment of human
affection. The speaker used elegant
Janguage, spoke extemporaneously and
put much earnestness in his subject.
Tuesday was consumed in exaniining
the young men who have not been ad-
mitted to the Conference in full connec-
tion. The questions were presented by
_ the examiners in writing and the young
preachers were compelled to grind out
the answers on paper and present;them
ta. the committees by Tuesday night.
All young men are compelled to pass
this four years’ course of examination
and many haye to be allowed more than
one year to become proficient enough to

Life.”

pass each year's work

The anniversary of the Epworth
League was held Tuesday evening. The
J. A. Schell of
Chicagg, and the president of the even-
ing was Rev. C. L. Nye of Creston, Ia.
Rev. M. C. Waddell of Council Bluffs
the meeting with prayer.
theme was. ‘“The Aristocricy
The lecture was exceed-
Ingly:"well' recelved and belng filled
witEsold truth, interspersed with many
witticisms, it was both pleasing and

main speaker was Dr.

1th.

instructive.

"Wednesday morning the Conference
propér began. The secretary of the for-
mer Conference announced the sickness
of Bishop McCabe, and Dr. Emory Mil-
ler of Indianola was elected temporary
chairman until the arrival of Bishop I
‘W. Joyce, who was to preside.
sacramental services were conducted
by the Presiding Elders. ‘At the close of
the communion Bishop I. Wi Joyce ar-
rived. After a brief address and prayer
the secretary called the roll of the for-

- Willlaml Stevenson
oy (U was elected secretary, with George W.
- Hughes, J. S. Young and M. G. Rambo
- W. G. Riheldaffer was

mer Conference.

as assistant.
b elected statistical secretary.

4! 1 pointed T. S. Molesworth, J, E. Nicol,
{ ® J. W. McCurdy, C. Flescher and F. 8.

8 David Shinton
g was made Conference treasurer; his as-
sistants were T. S. Molesworth and F.

Bunting as assistants.

T. Stevenson.

) Dr. T. McK. Stewart introduced the
By which

following

resolution, |
adopted:

Zfulness in the church.

high appreciation.

3 Rees of Cincinnati,

¢ ’ surance company; E. A. Schell, of Chi-
b ) cago; W. W, Shank, of Omaha Chris-
5 tian Advocate, and L. K. Billingsley, of

Kansas Conference,

On motion of B. F. W. Cozier a com-

mittee, consisting of T. McK. Stewart,

Emory Miller and B. F. W. Cozler, were

elected to express our opinion to Presi-

dent McKinley on the question of ex-

pansion and our foreign pofcy.

[ was hlso a committee on the Mormon

& - question and the ' twentieth century

&g . The committees were re-

garded as very important and some of

the strongest men of the Conference
¥ were elected to draft the reports.

$ The time for electing the ministerial

business sessions of the Conference was

made 8:30 and 12 a. m. and the main

movement.

- With profound ‘' sorrow . we have
7 learned of the sickness of our beloved
! brother, Bishop C. C. McCabe.
©+  soclatlon with us in former years {n his
representation of the great connectional
benevolence of our church and in his
generous and efficient ald in many of
our local church enterprises, his hope-
ful spirit, his genuine enthusiasm for
Christ and the church have endeared
him to us, and caused us to look for-
ward to thias session' of our conference
and his first presiding in it with great
pleasure. We devoutly pray that a kind
. Providence may sanctify the medical
% skill and the gentle and endearing min-
'+ {strations of hie home to his speedy re-
“ storation to health and his place of use-

‘While we bow In submission to the
wise Providence that permits the ‘af-
fliction of our brother and denies us his
presence, we rejoice In the flexibility of
our economy which so promptly sends
us Bishop Joyce, whose former admin-
istrations in our Conference has won

T. McK. STEWART,
W. E. HOOKBER.

The transfer of T. A. Farley from the
St. Louis Conference was announced.
Among the visiting brethren present
who were introduced to the Conference
were M. B. C. Mason and W.
representing the
Freedman Aid and S. E, society; Frank
L. Hart, of the National] Church In-

audience room was made the business
bar of the session.
The time for electing the ministeral
delegates was put for 10 a. m. Friday.
The Bishop called for the reports of
the Presiding Elders and the following
reports were read:

PRESIDING ELDER’S REPORT OF
ATEANTIC DISTRICT,

Dr. W, W. Ramnsey, Atlantic, Presid-
ing Elder,

The year closing has been one of hard
work by the pastors and Presiding Eider,

Two District Conferences have been
held. The first in November at De Sota;
the second at Shelby in June. Both ses-
slons were well attended and full of inter-
est. A goodly number of laymen were in
attendance at both sessions. At our fall
session  a Dbenevolent campaign was
planned for the month of March. Five
conventlons were held in the District, fol-
lowed by an exchange of pastors.

Our District League Convention was
held at Anita in June. Members from all
parts of the District, with the delegates
from many Chapters, made the attendance
large and enthusiastic. Plans were de-
vised to make this part of the Church
work more effective.

Revival services were held. in all the
Charges. The pastors, as faithful shep-
herds, were diligent In looking after the
spiritual interests of their flocks and seek-
Ing the lost. The extreme cold ‘weather,
and the great amount of sickness that
prevailed among  the people in every
Charge, made the work very difficult; and
yet a goodly harvest of precious souls was
gathered. :

During the year the work on a number

of the Charges was interfered with by the

dickness of the pastors. In the month of
March, Bro. 1. H. Elliott, who was serv-
Ing the VanMeter Charge, gave up his
work on “account of failing health; also
in May, Bro. J. W. Neely, pastor of Anita,
being in poor health, gave up his work.
We appointed C.'R. Bair, a local preacher,
to fill out the year on the Van Meter cir-
cuit; and Bro. W. H. Cable, a member of
iorl\{:rence. has completed the. year at
nita.

Sunday, March 13, while the pastor and
family ‘were at church, the parsonage at
Van Meter was badly dam by fire.
Bro. Elliott's library and household furni-
ture were consumed by the flames. Fort-
unately they were covered by insurance.
The parsonage has been enfarged and put
in good repair., s

The 1st of November a'nice little church
was' dedicated at Greely Center, on the
North Branch circuit,. In the same month
the new church 'at'Hamlin was dedicated:
These. chirches ¢bat. about $1,000 each, and
Wwill meet the needs of the classes wor-
shiping in'them. 'Both were dediocated by
{Bro. C. E. English.

About the middle of October Bro. Dud-
ley moved into the new parsonage in At-
lantic. This is a svlendld home for the
pastor, and is entirely free from indebted-
ness,

On September 3, 1899, a new church was
dedicated at Wichita by Bro. J. F. St.
Clalr. This i8 quite a neat bullding, cost-
Ing about $1,400. five-room parsonage,
‘costing $600, has also been built; so we
have a new church and parsonage on the
Wichita circuit, N ¢
A good substantial brick church will
soon be completed at Carson. This build-
ing, when completed and furnished, 'will
cost ahout $5,000. The change from the
dingy hall, where théy have been com-
pelled to worship for almost two years,
to this heautiful church home, will be
greaily appreciated by the congregation.

At Harlan, the old church has been sold,
a much better location secured and the
contract for a new church building let.
The new building is to be brick, faced with
pressed brick, and will cost, when com-
pleted and furnished. all of $11,000. The
bullding Is to be completed by January
1, 1900. This will make Harlan a very de-
sirable charge.

An old debt on the church lot at Adair,
and a balance on the lot for the new par-
sonage at Guthrie Center have been pald.

A burdensome debt on the church at
Lewis has been provided for; most all
paid and the balance secured by good sub-
scription.

Repairs have been made on the follow-
Ing churches and parsonages: The church
at Atlantic has been nicely frescoed; the
churches at Adair, Adel, Audubon circuit,
Casey, De Sota, Dexter, Earlham, Han-
cock, Marne. North Branch, Linden, Van
Meter and Walnut have been repaired.

At Redfield a new bell rings out from
the church tower calling the people to
worship.

A splendid new organ has been put in
the church at Griswold, and one at Wal-
nut Valley; and both have been paid for.

In the Quarterly Conferences, I have
called the attention of the brethren to
the Importance of the praver and class
mectings and Sunday schools, and the ne-
cessity of having the children attend the
preaching service.

I have tried to fmpress the pastors and
parents with the importance of having the
(‘-{\lld]ren present at the preaching of the

‘ord.

My relations with the pastors and peo-
ple have been most pleasant.

Respectfully submitted,
W. RAMSEY
e m—

HOONE DISTRICT.

E. M. Holmes, Boone, Ia., Presiding
Elder.

It is my privilege to present the record
of Boone Distrfct to this session of the
annual Conference with evidences of
spiritual and material growth, and with
assurances of faithful, even arduous toil
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on the part of pastors and churchesi
There has been such mingling of oppor-
tunity and embarrassmeént as to call for

borlous effort of the brethren that man
the Charges. There are rewards of this
fidelity, some of which are indicated in
the increase of members, and of values in
church property. VB A
Material Improvement. .

At the close of the last Conference 8es-
slon ' two church buildings were unfin-
ished. The one at Cainbridge was dedi-
cated October 30. The cost of this struct-
ure was $3,300. The one at Madrid was
dedicated November 20. The amount ex-
pended upon it was $2,800. L. B. Wicker-
‘sham sucocessfully managed the finances
of both these churches at the time of ded-
ication. The soclety at Center school
house, on the Woodward Charge, has
erected a. church and bestowed upon it
the name_ of Robbin's chi?)el. It was
dedicated July 30 by Dr. T. McK. Stewart.
A new edifice is a necessity at Carroll,
where quiet endéavors have been put
forth to create a fund to launch the enter-
prise. The Ladles’ Aid Bocleti and the
Epworth League have been the princi-
pal agents thus far and the success of
theilr work gives promise of a creditable
structure in the near future. At Colo a
new parsonage of commodious propor-
tions has been bullt. The old parsonage
property was disposed of and the proceeds
were applied on the new possessions, The
value of this property Is now $1,200. Like-
wise, the church at Dedham have recent-
ly completed a large nine-room, two-story
bullding. This enterprise was carried
through from Inception to completion by
the persistent effort of the pastor. It is
one of the best residences of the commun-
ity. The value of the parsonage prop-
erty at this place is now held to be ap-
proximately $2,000. Church and parsonage
property at Rippey and the church at
Berkeley have been freshened by paint
and papered. Three hundred and twenty
dollars have been expended at Kirkman
on a vestibule and a new furnace. One
hundred dollars have been pald on re-
pairs of parsonage at Scranton and $125
on the painting of the Ames parsonage,
together with some minor work on the
church. At Dana the papering of the
church and the erection of sheds cost $100.
The Ogden parsonage has received re-
palrs, including a slight modification of
the interior, at an expense of $70, Pleas-
ant Hill church, on Cooper Charge, has
been freshened at an outlay of $95. Im-
provements of different kinds have been
made on the churches of Boone, Nevada,
Grand Junction, Pilot Mound and Peo-
ples of Ogden circuit, and Bethlehem, on
Boone circuit, under Maxwell Charge, ag-
gregating $660 in value; and on the par-
sonages of Minburne, Glidden and Cooper
amounting to $100. The convenlences and
value of the parsonage properties have
heen enhanced by the addition of good
barns at Perry, Charldon, Madrid and
Cooper, involving an expenditure of $475.
Church and Parsonage Debts.

The entire debt on church and parson-
age at Nevada, amounting to $1,600, ‘has
beéen cancelled during the year, 'The 4
church debt at Boone has been reduced
by $1,000. Over $800 have been paid at:
Perry on improvements previously made
in the basement of the church. e -
dies’ Ald soclety at Glidden have pald $225
on parsonage debt..

The Benevolences.

The District entered upon the Confer-
ence year with plans for disseminating

‘information and stimulating interest in
-the ‘benevolence-eauses of the church.

With the exception of two or thrée places
where ‘circumstances prevented, a. con-
vention was held on each pastor’s terri-
tory. Dr. I. H. Correll, recently of Ja-
pan, bestowed helpful service at several
of the meetings, and a few of the more
experienced pastors rendered similar as-
sigtance at other places. At the time ar-
ranged for. the taking of the collections
the conditions proved to be very unfav-
orable and so continued till' the . days
lengthened Into weeks, It became neces-:

other than those that .contemplated:
auspicious weather and largeicongregt-
tions. The results are varled.  Some
Charges have kept well to thefrent, ‘have:
held their own against odds and will re-
turn as good report as last year. Other
charges have presented a wavering line,;
have faltered and fallen back; while

‘others still as if challenged by the greater

difficulty,, have gathered strength and
swept on, and now rejoice over splendid
gains, There has been enough vigor in
their efforts to carry the entire District
line to advanced ground.
Revivaln,
The warfare spiritual has abounded in
notes of victory. A seven weeks' meet-
ing at First church, Boone, developed a
revival of marked character. Upward of
300 persons were brought into ‘our church
fold, and the larger part of another hun-
dred found fellowship in other organiza-
tions. Falithful labors of the pastor,
prompt co-operation of the people and the
efficient services of the evangelist, Hugh
Smith, were the chief human factors visi-
ble in the results. Successful union meet-
ings at Nevada have resulted in the ad-
dition to our church of 58 new members.
Rippey has enjoyed a special awakening,
greatly stimulating the church and adding
to Its number some 40 persons. On the
Maxwell Charge the pastor, alded by
Evangelist Wycoff, conducted a success-
ful meeting at Collins and 24 were added
to this soclety. Ogden circuit has had
spiritual edification, evidenced in the in-
gathering of 27 new members, and cul-
minating in the united efforts at church
bullding. Dallas Center has felt the
quickening impulse of the gospel and re-
jolce in the accession of 17 new members.
Worrell’s Grove, on the Ames Charge, was
visited by a long-wished for revival, un-
der the labors of the pastor, and 27 new
members were the result. Other pastors
have waged falthfully the battle against
sin with encouraging gains.
Miscellaneoux.

Early in the month of June J. E. Bryan,
pastor of Woodward charge, felt impelled
to remove to Colorado in search of im-
proved health for Mrs. Bryan. He ar-
ranged with Alfred Knoll to complete his
pastoral duties.

Two District Conferences and an Ep-
worth ILeague convention, the best in a
serles of good conventions, contributed
their Incitement to earnest endeavor
throughout the District.

Here the record of the Conference year
Is closed. With prayer and falth, amid
hopes and anxietles, now In the flush of
consclous success, and again in the dis-
may of disorganized plans the work has
been wrought., But whether the one or
the other, and throughout it all the
strengthening, comforting grace of God
has been speclally graclous. The work is
His; and the empowering for such results
as have been achleved is from Him. To
Him we ascribe grateful praise.

. E. M. HOLMES.

COUNCIL BLUFFS DISTRICYT,

Rev. D. C. Franklin, Council Blufws,
Presniding Elder,

The genius of human wisdom is not
equal to the task of correctly estimating
the results of a year of toll in a fleld of
such varied Interests and possibilities as
belongs to the territory of the Council
Bluffs District, Thirty-five pastors ap-
pointéd by Bishop Vincent have wrought
diligently from the beginning to the close
of the year, and they are here today to
glve account of their ministry. Faith,
hope and hard work have conspired to
meet the demands of each charge, and the
difficulties peculiar to each local fleld have
been overcome by the tactful zeal of de-
voted servants of our XKing. The mem-
bership of the churches have not been re-
‘miss In duty, but have followed the dis-
creet leadership of pastors, and thus
made possible the trilumphs of the year.
Carefully wrought plans for systematic
co-operative work were made early in the

‘City at a cost of
sary for the pastors to adopt methods} has

year, but owing to the severe storms of
the winter and spring, and prevailing

| sickness among our people, wé ‘were hin-
speclal vigilance, and for tactful ahd la+'| dered.in carrying out the order, and found

it necessary to wait for opportune days
| /dnd the substitution of persona]l work
| for the general plan. Much of the fruit
Laf this year, both in soul saving and finan-
~matters, is the result of individual
effort and careful gleaning. Special meet-
Ings of great promise were abandoned
again and again on aocount of continued
storms and impassable roads; but, amid
all of the dlacoumge!pents, pastors with
 hopeful spirit labored' on 'as ‘best they
could, and the helpers, with faith and
courage undaunted, sustained them, thus
'making it possible for us to Jjoytully sing:
“Bus out,of all the Lord
Hath brought us by His love, '
And still He doth His help afford,
And hides our life above.”
Special attention has been given to the
circulation of our church papers. The
canvass was thorough and the merit and
‘clalm of our own publications empha-
sized, stress being laid upon the fact that
Methodists ‘ought to read Methodist liter-
ature, and thus become well informed re-
garding the work of our worldwide Metho-
(dism. As a result of the effort made pas-
tors report 679 copies of our Advocates and
778 copies of our wideawake BEpworth Her-
4ld.  The call of the church for money to
carry forward the work of God in' all
lands was heard by ears intent to hear and
heed every call to duty. Pastors without
exception received the apportionment
without protest, and at once began to
plan to. ralse every dollar ‘required. Our
campaign, which contemplated reaching
every appointment in the District, was
literally buried out of sight by the snows
f many storms. But with undaunted
spirit this noble brotherhood would, out
of the wreck and disorder, construct
again, and go at it with a more determ-
ined spirit. I am sure I do not overstate
the facts when I say that more sermons
have been preached, more prayers offered,
more ‘hand-to-hand personal work per-
formed in the interest of our behevolences
than at any time during the past three
years. I want to say here and now, that
in all of my assoclation with pastors I
have not at any time heard a word dis-
loyal to the benevolent work of the
church, but, to the contrary, they have
with deep solicitude counselled how best
to raise every dollar possible. The report
will show that. in most instances they
have succeeded In plucking victory out of
seeming defeat. The exceptional cases,
which note a decrease compared with last
year, have perhaps won a greater tri-
umph (all things considered) than those
who have succeeded in brlngln{oa larger
amount to the treasury of our rd. We
have, in some cases, to deal with Chris-
tlan Science, a soured type of so-calteéd
holiness, Darwinism, Mormonism. A
nglrlt of indifference and oper hostility to
the aggressive spirit of the church, thus
making | the victory achleved all the
greater, when studied In the light of
potent facts. But, all things considered,
our people have done well, and these en-
thustiastic pastors bring today their Joyftul
oftering and lay it,down at the Master's
feet. For missions, $5,067; for church ex-
tension, $400; for Freedman’s Aid & South-
ern Education, $408; for Conference claim-
ants, $72, or a total for all benevolences
oﬁ $6,855. We have endeavored to emulate
that terse motto of Bishop Gilbert Haven:
“When you ‘do a good thing, and peo-
ple criticise you and find fault, don’t stop
to 'argue or defend, but do it again.’” And
in 80 doing we have found the joyful re-
ward.of perseverance and toll. * )
‘o ddaterial Improvement.,

-*A beautiful church has been bulit at
‘Wesley, on the Hastings Charge, at a cost
of $6,000.! It is & model in every particular.
Bro. Varley is'deserving of great credit in
the imanagement' of this enterprise. , It
‘was dedlcated to the service of God June
4 by’ the Presiding Elder. Bro. C. D.
Fawcett has wisely directed in the work

; all of which has been
paldi - Epwortht  church,” Council Bluffs,

tof building a co:E parsonage at Bilver

'been painted and'papered, costing $60.
FifthiAvenue church, Couneil: Bluffs, has
been frescoed, and the determined spirit
of the pastor has succeeded'.in placing
fine oak pews and gasoline lamps at a cost
of $215, which has been* paid. Trinity
church, Council Bluffs, has succeeded in
replacing the chairs with good, substant-
fal pews at a cost of $185. Paint and pa-
per have beautified the churches on De-
flance Charge, costing $80. Denison has
expended $1,300 in beautifying the interior
of the church. You have but to look about
you for evidence of the good faith of Deni-
son, when asking for this session. Right
well has she kept her promise to %rovlde
for your comfort and pleasure, unlap
has fitted up the basement of the church
for League and prayer meeting purposes;
reshingled the, old parsonage and with
other minor improvements expended $100.
Hastings has placed new stained glass
windows and otherwise improved the
property at a cost of $240. Little Sioux
has exsended $185 in a gas lighting plant,
papered and painted the church, North-
boro churches have been beautified by
paint and paper at a cost of $105. Pacific
Junction has papered church, expending
Persla church has been papered and
painted at a cost of $40. Farmer City
church, on Randolph Charge, has been
reroofed, painted and papered, fence about
church at Randolph and parsonage im-
proved, cost $125. Shenandoah has papered
the parsonage and otherwise improved it
at a cost of $75.

The following amounts have heen pald
n improving parsonages: Blanchard, $25;
Coin, $18; Fifth Avenue, Council Bluffs,

F flance, $20; Dow City, $200; Essex,
$20; Hillsdale, $50; Hastings, $53; North-
boro, $60; Glenwood, $10; Little Sioux, $15;
Manilla, $20;: Modale, $10; Sidney, $20;
Woodbine, $60; Weston, $65; total expendi-
ture on church and parsonage improve-
ment, $4,364.

Debts have been paid as follows: Coin,
$400; Denison, $1,000; Broadway, —; Far-
ragut, $§172; Glenwood, $85; Manilla, $375;
Missouri Valley, —: Randolph, $70; Sid-
ney, $78; Woodbine, $140; Weston, $175. One
of the notable victories of the year is the
payment of $736.67 on Trinity Church,
Council Bluffs, due the Church Extension
soclety. Bro. Brown (the pastor) has,
with tireless energy, devoted himself to
the raising of this money and, in the face
of manifold discouragements, has suc-
ceeded. We now have one Methodist
Episcopal Church at Council Bluffs free
from debt. Trinity may now *‘‘Sound the
loud tymbrill, for Jehovah has triumphed
—HIs peoplé are free.' Broadway is
maintaining her herolc struggle with the
Incubus of debt; $2,300 has been paid dur-
ing the year and the helpful service given
hy ‘Bishop McCabe September 10 provides
for about $1.200 of the claim for the ensu-
ing year. No more herolc people can any-
where be found; you ought to help them.
A total for payment of debts and improve-
’"1151;4'50{ church and parsonage property of

,145.

New Enterprisens.

The old church at Logan has been sold,
parsonage moved to the east side of the
lot, and contractors are now busy erect-
Ing & new, modern church, estimated to
cost when completed about $7.500. The
pastor is, by wise methods, directing this
enterprise and success Is assured; $6,000
good subscriptions in hand, The old
church at Riverton has been torn down
and a new church Is well under way, esti-
mated to cost between $3,000 and $4,000.
They are building In town this time and
the possibilities of one church work will
thereby be greatly improved., Glenwood
and Hamburg are talking mnew church,
and we hope in the not far-away future
to report the purpose realized. Two prof-
itable and helpful District Conferences
have been held during the year. The at-
tendance was good and the work thor-
ough. The District League Convention
held at Dunlap in June was largely at-
tended and very helpful to our young peo-
ple. 'The League and Sunday Schoo) work
I8 prosperous and the frult thereof is

-eyery aftern

abundant. We have 51 League Chapters,
well officered and doing efficlent work.
The revival has not been as widespread
as desired. Souls have, however, been
saved; the Church has been edified and
more compactly built in faith and prac-
tice. Our Quarterly Meetings have been
seasons of great spiritual power and
blessing. The Quarteriy Conferences have
n well attended and a growing interest

in Chris¥s kingdom is marked.  God has
been very gracious and good to us, as &
District. The health of our pastors and
their familles has been preserved.: Death
has entered but one parsonage home. The
little babe of Bro. and BSister Voorhées
was taken to the heaver:ll% home Bunday
evening, September 3. e comforts of
God’s sustaining’ grace abound in the
stricken home, @ year has been one of
incessant toil. T have been absent from
the District but one S8abbath. I have given
,all of my time, thought and ene% to the
work. I am not consclous of ha’ neg-
lected a single duty, however irksome
or unplgasant. I have not pleased every-
body—an archangel could not do that and
be true to the duties and requirements of
the office. I have zealously guarded t
Interests of the church of God, and have
endeavored to look after the comfort of
the parsonage home, I have insisted ‘upon
the payment of the allowance made at the
beginning of the year, and the deficit on
the District will small. I am deeply
consclous of my failure to accomplish ail
that I have purposed in my heart. but I
yield the palm to no one, In my estimate
of the work and high calllhg of a Metho-
dist preacher, and my deep solicitude for
the richest measure of God’'s grace upon
all of our officlal members, and the Church
at large. The success of the pastor and
his® people is my joy; thelr disappoint-
ment and loss {s mine, also. Standing in
this presence, I can truly say, I have done
my very best for every interest of the
cause we all 8o dearly love..

But our best service is far below the
standard, and for it we claim only the
merit of Christ Jesus, our Lord. ”

“The hour draws near, howe’er delayed
and late,

‘When at the Eternal Gate

We learn the words and works we call
our own

And 1ift vold hands alone

For love to fill. Our nakedness .of soul
Brings to that gate no toll;

Giftless we come to Him who all things

glves
And live because he lives.”

Respectfully submitted,
D. W. C., FRANKLIN.

ADDRESSES THE CONFERENCE.

Frank L. Hart addressed the Confer-
ence in behalf of the Church National
Insurance company. Dr. Schell made
a few hopeful remarks for the League
and Dr. M. B. C. Mason presented the
interests of his cause. He spoke of the
educational institutions of the south
owned by the M. B. Church for the poor
whites' and blacks, and gave a very.
optimistic view of the work among the"
colored race. He referred with pride to
the fact that of the thousands of young,
men educated in our schools not one
fhad committed any grievous crime,
The announcements of the commit-
tees were made and the Bishop pro-
nounced the benediction.

The Cabinet, which consists of the
Bishop 4And -Preslding FElders, meets
from 3 to 5 p. m. and
each night from 7 to 9 p. mx While
these men are making the appoint-
ments for the ensuing year the regular
literary program of. the Conference is
being' carried on and the many com-
mittees are at work in their various.
places of meeting. The ministers come
In an@ seem ready for a good rest un-
til they are placed on some important
committee, then they. become as busy
as bees, dnd with the committee meet-
ings, the talking over likely candidates
for General Conference, the visiting
with old friends and the settling of the
annual accounts with the book concern,
the Methodist church is the most busi-
nesslike place In our city. This Con-
ference seems to be filled with unusual
interest, owing to the fact that there
are to be ten delegates to be elected to
the General Conference of the M. E.
Church, which is to meet in Chicago in
May, 1900." Five of these will be min-
isters and five will be 1aymen.
interesting to watch the groups of men
chatling over the good traits of their
peculiar favorites, either in the minis-
try or the pew. Among the ministers
the Presiding Elders always stand a
good chance of being elected to Gen-
eral Conference; besides these there
are two or three prominent men from
each District.  From Des Moines, A. B.
Griffith and T. McK. Stewart are men-
tioned. BEmory Miller of Indianaio has
a large following; Dr. Hamlilton of
Simpson College has his especial
friends; Chariton District has H. P.
Dudley of Mt. Ayr and Willlam Ste-
venson of Osceola. Besides these, M. C.
Waddell of Council Bluffs, I. B.
Wickersham * of Boone and G
L.. Nye of Creston, are men-
tioned. Among the laymen the
names of many of Iowa’s prominent
citizens appear: Gov. L. M. Shaw of
Denison, Dr. Kennedy of State Board
of Health, Hon, John Gibson of Cres-
ton, Hon. A, E. Rhea of Corydon, W. E.
Weeks of Guthrie Center, E. T. Roberts
of Amdubon, M. L. Dudley of Des
Moines, and many others.

The time of reading the appointments
has been placed for Monday morning.

Wednesday afternoon the Preachers'
Ald soclety held their anniversary.
Rev. Fred Harris of Missouri Valley
and Rev. L. B. Wickersham made ad-
dreeses,

The Des Moines Conference, at its last
session in Creston, Ia., voted to request
Dr. T. McK. Stewart to present a pa-
per on “Destructive Higher Criticism,
or the Authenticity of the Bible." The
address will be found In full in another
18806,

WEDNESDAY EVENING,

sary of the Freedmen’s Aid and South-
ern Educational Society. W. H. W.
Rees and M. B. C. Mason of Cincinnati
addressed the andiences. Rev. W. H.
W. Rees, the assistant Corresponding
Secretary of the society spoke in part as
follows:

Two civilizations in this country were
planted about the same time, one by
the Pilgrim Fathers at ‘‘Plymouth
Rock"”, the other at‘ Jamestown, Va,
The one stood for the common school,
the academy,: the diilege and the uni-
versity. A cultured ministry, a 'chris-
tian home, a broad brotherhood, a free
pressand a New England of to day.
The other elvilization meant colleges for
the rich, ignorance for the masses. pov-
erty for the poor, and slavery for the
black man, Result, 6,000,000 people in
the south to-day over six years of age

who cannot read. One third of the
population of the south unable to read
intelligently the Lord’s prayer. The
Freedmen's Aid and Southern Educa-
tional Society has undertaken to lift the
dark pall of ignorance off the mind of
the -south. Bancroft has said. ‘“You
cannot disassociate a nation's greatness
from its religious teachers.” 'Guizot
#aid, ‘‘Luther made Germany.” Choate
said, “The Swiss republic could never
have been what it was had it not been

translation of the Bible. |

Wake up & man's taste and he paints
you a picture, wake upa man’s reason
and he writes yon a book. Wake up
his conscience and he works feform in
himeelf. Wake up his justice and he
cleanses a city from its impurities.
Law, liberty, literature, as well as all
the forces of nature are marshalled and
hurled by the mind of man.. The crim-
inal negro of the south is not the edu-
cated negro. Education does not make
criminals. We are letting in the light
on darkest Africa in America. As
Bishop Taylor says, ‘‘the greatest Mis-
sion field of the world.”

Here on this platform to-night is one.
Our beloved Dr. Mason, a product of
this society, a sample of the work done
by our schoofs. He will speak to you,
much to your edification and delight.
We must educate the black man of the
south and give him by the ministry of
the church and the school a fair chance.
Then there shall be a changed condition
of the south. The anvil will bewarmer
under the hammer, the plow brighter
in the furrow, the temple aglow with a
holier fire and the whole south under a
sense of greater security to capital will
soon be the regenerated and sacred
south. * » #

was Dr. M. B, C. Mason. & colored man,
the corresponding secretary of the
Freedmen’s Aid and Southern 'Educa
tional Society, of Cincinnati, Ohio. He
i8 a perfect scholar, a polished gentle-
man and great orator. His address,
which follows, perfectly captured the
audience and owing .to the applause he
was stopped many times in his address..
Hesaid: - o - -

The Methodist Episvopal church from
the very beginning' of her history was
cosmopolitan in her membership and
has ginoe grown to be world wide in its
Jurisdiction. In the fleld of ecclesiac-
ticism she has never been a negative
but always & positive factor. She has
never been 80 much a protest against
other forms of church organization as

christianity that was essentially Christ’s
in life and spirit. Her going into the
sonth therefore at the close of the war
was but the legitimate ontcome of her
history, the natural result of the poui-

It is |tion which for more than three-fourths

of a century she had maintained as the

ligious and moral reform. Standing
here as we do to-night to review with
you some of the results of this move-
ment, the facts in the case warrant me
in the assertion that notwithmpding
the difficulties with which we have had
£0 contend, the obstacles which we
‘have overcome and the victories which
we have won, stand without a parallel
in the history of christian missions in
this or or any other age. Continuing
Dr. Mason said: The success which we
have won on the building of churches
and in the conversion of the people and
thus leading them to higher and parer
lives is the foundation for our work of
christian education.

In all these schools industrial trades
are taught. At Claflin University at
Orangeburg, South Carolina, we teach
A8 many as thirty-two different trades,
carpentry, boot- and shoemaking, ma-
sonry, wood and iron working, printing,
printing, etc. At Clark university at
Atlanta, Ga., is another greatinduatrial
center and in many of our schoolsno
pupil can graduate until he has in ad-
dition to regular studies, learned a

of educating christian teachers for the
highways and neglected country places
in the sonth, the Dr. said, ' our Freed-
men's Aid Society has educated 18,219
young colored men and women and
nearly 8,000 from among the poorer
class of white peaple in the gouth, Al
these have been sent forth as christian
teachers and are helping to make peace
and prosperity. In conclusion Dr. Ma-
son said: No greater work has the so-
ciety done than in the preparation of
christian missionaries for = Africa.
Seventeen young colored men and
women have already gone and more are
to follow and in a few years there shall
be on the continent of Africa one thous-
and young colored men and women,
who shall bring the light of the Gospel
to benighted Africa.

Wednesday evening was the anniver l trade. In speaking of the great work
1

« Thureday’s Proceediogs on Page 4,

for Calvin.” All the springs of English
literature are found- in' King James’ ‘

The second speaker of the evening

rather a positive declaration for a .

most conspicious leader in every re- .
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