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W O M A N ' S  W O R K .  t j  
HOW THE FIRST ONE WAS ES- . 

: TAEU3HED IN NEW YORK. - V / $ 
' *• THE SPREAD OFTHE IDEA. r * 

-== BY DAVID A. CURTIS, == 

. It is uow nearly a score of years 
since a benevolent impulse in the ac­
tive brain of a woman took active form 
and resulted in an institution which 
has done great good to thousands of 
other women. The institution is call­
ed the New York Exchange For Wo­
men's Work, and while it is not con­
nected with any of the numerous other 
similar exchanges that have been es­
tablished in various cities all over the 
country it is fairly entitled to be call­
ed the parent organization, since it was 
the forerunner of the others, and the 
others are practically modeled after it. 

The way of its birth was this: Mrs. 
M. L. Clioate, wife of the well known 
William G. Choate, happened, one day 
in a fancy goods store, to see a lady of 
refinement and culture selling some 
flne needlework of lier own literally at 
starvation prices and noticed the tears 
that gathered in her eyes as she ac­
cepted the pittance. It occurred at 
once to Mrs. Choate that some plan 
should be devised by which women 
should be enabled to dispose of their 
work at fair prices directly to consum­
ers without losing the middleman's 
margin of profit. She invited to her 
own /house a number of other women 
well known for their philanthropy and 
with them discussed the necessity for 
such an enterprise aud asked their aid 
in formulating a plan for it. 

Without going (into a detailed ac­
count of the various plans suggested 
and the arguments presented it is 
enough to tell what was decided upon 
and what has grown out of that meet­
ing. 

The first step taken was the forma­
tion of a society of which Mrs. Choate 
was chosen president. Among the oth­
er officers and managers are the wives 
of Cornelius R. Agnew, William Am-
ory, George F. Baker, Andrew Carnegie, 
Frederic Coudert, Charles F. Chandler, 
William E. Doclge, George Hoadly, M. 
M. Holmus, Henry Ivison, A. D. Juil-
lard, Russell Sage, John T. Terry, 
Francis B. Thurber, T. M. Wheeler, J. 
Henry Work and others to the number 
of about 40. 

These ladies, acting under the ad­
vice of a board of eminent lawyers and 
business men, incorporated themselves 
under the laws of the state, taking the 

of the 'New York Exchange For 
Women's Work. They then adopted a 
set of rules uiider wliich to do a regu­
lar consignment business for the pur­
pose of carrying Out Mrs. Choate's 
original idea. 

As a matter of course, these rules 
have been modified from time to time 
as experience dictated, but they re­
main substantially the same as at 
first. Nothing was done hastily, but 
the system was carefully studied be­
forehand, and time has only elaborat­
ed the details of the original plan. 

Feeling that the field into which they 
were entering was too large for them 
to cover entirely, they resolved to lim­
it their efforts to the disposal of the 
handiwork of gentlewomen whose cir­
cumstances make it necessary for them 
to work. 

A strong disclaimer Is made by the 
board of any motive of exelusiveness 
In this. The line is drawn where it is 
because it is absolutely necessary to 
draw it somewhere. Many hundreds 
of would be consignors apply to have 
their work disposed of, and if all were 
received there would speedily occur a 
large surplus of supplies over the de­
mand which reaches this exchange. 

"And what kind of work is it that is 
disposed of?" I asked Miss E. S. Vaill, 
the secretary of the exchange. 

"Almost everything that women dgn 
make at home," was the comprehen­
sive reply. "One special feature of our 
work is that it enables a multitude of 
women to maintain their homes who 
would without such help as we give 
be compelled to see those homes bro­
ken up, perhaps the family scattered. 
We learn to appi'eciate more and more 
all the time the importance of this 
point as we see ladies who come here 
distr. ssed and almost heartbroken 
with apprehension growing happy and 
contented with the^knowledge that 
they are wholly or in part self sup­
porting. 

"A curious and Interesting fact il­
lustrating this," continued Miss Vaill, 
"is that the demeanor of the ladies 
who come to us changes rapidly. It 
often happens when they first come, 
and It happened especially pften when 
we first began, that they come in a 
shamefaced way, closely veiled and 
muffled so as to avoid recognition, and 
they talk almost in whispers, as if mor­
tified at the necessity of working. 
But after awhile they come openly, 
with heads erect and faces glowing 
with honest pride. The educational 
effect of our exchange in this respect 
has been very valuable." 

The exchange Is' located on Fifth 
avenue, where It occupies the whole of 
a handsome mansion which is hired at 
an expense of $8,000 a year. A dozen 
or more ladies are hired at living sal­
aries to attend to the different de­
partments, such as the fancy work, 
the Infants', the toy, the bric-a-brac and 
the domestic, or, more properly, kitch­
en, departments, where the thousand 
and one varieties of home manufac­
tures are displayed for sale. 

It is easy to see that conducting an 
establishment on such a scale means 
the expenditure of a large amount of 
money. This money Is raised from 

several different sources, and the ur­
gent and constant need for a little 
more money keeps the managers ac­
tive all the year around in the strug­
gle to make both ends meet 

First the forty odd directors tax 
themselves $50 or $100 apiece each 
year. Next they impose an entrance 
fee, so to speak, on the consignors or 
such persons as desire to procure the 
privileges of the exchange for some 
gentlewoman who is in need. This feo 
is a mere trifle. Any person contrib­
uting $5 yearly may name three con­
signors whose work will be taken on 
sale. 

Then 10 per cent commission Is 
charged on all sales that are made. 
As these average between $40,000 and 
$50,000 a year, this item of receipts Is 
the largest. All these together, how­
ever, do not aggregate enough to pay 
expenses, and the exchange is there­
fore dependent upon the liberality of 
its friends to make up deficits. 

A visit to the exchange commonly re­
sults in'the astonishment of the visitor. 
As I said,- the consignors are all ladies 
of culture who have been reduced in 
circumstances. This class in the com­
munity is larger than most people sup­
pose or can easily realize, excepting by 
remembering that over 90 per cent of 
American business mefi fail. 

These ladies commonly excel in some 
one thing, and the advice of the man­
agers to them Is always to do that par­
ticular thing, whether it be painting 
on ivory, embroidering in velvet or 

cooking crullers. So it comes about 
that whatever is on sale Is probably 
the very best of its kind, being pro­
duced 'by some lady who learned to 
make it either as an accomplishment 
or for amusement. 

The bewildering variety of objects 
displayed can be Imagined when It is 
remembered that there are several 
hundreds of the consignors. The re­
port for one year, for instance, showed 
that in a total of $51,000 sales over 
$10,000 was receive^, for cake and near­
ly $2,500 for preserves. Decorated 
china, fancy screens, children's wrap­
pers, chicken jelly and lace lamp 
shades are some of the numerous items 
in the catalogue. 

In addition to the primary work that 
was undertaken of enabling women to 
reach their customers, the managers 
have undertaken several branches of 
what may be called auxiliary effort 
For example, they have started dress­
making classes for society girls and 
have succeeded in securing nearly 50 
pupils among the wealthy and educat­
ed young women of the metropolis. Of 
course these pupils pay for their tui­
tion and so help to support the ex­
change. At the same time they are 
providing for their own support in 
case they should ever have to earn 
their living. 

There are other classes in stenogra­
phy, in millinery, in Delsarte, in Vene­

tian embroidery and in cooking, and 
there Is also a "shopping bureau," 
which is well patronized and affords a 
living to more than one employee. Be­
sides this, a school for general culture 
has been opened In the country, of 
which a separate chapter could easily 
be written. 

The effects of this beneficent move­
ment—for the ladies term it benefi­
cence rather than charity, as it is not 
giving so much as guiding that they 
do—are widespread and great Begin­
ning in a modest • way In a compara­
tively small house in Twentieth street 
the exchange sold the first year only 
about $2,000 worth of goods. Now, as 
said, the sales are about $50,000 year­
ly, and the association has paid more 
than half a million dollars to its bene­
ficiaries. More than that, there have 
been similar exchanges to the number 
of GO established in very many of the 
principal cities of the country. -

There Is no reason why one should 
not be established In every large com­
munity under rules fashioned accord­
ing to the necessities of the place, and 
certainly there seems have been no 
plan devised by which more Intelligent 
help can be given to people who de­
serve help and need It more' sorely 
than almost any other class. Partial 
reports from the CO societies tell that 
they have paid to gentlewomen over 
$1,500,000. 

JET AMD BLACK. 

Botb Will Be Ponnlar During the 
Coining Season. 

While in London I visited some of 
the famous "shops," as they call them, 
and I was struck by the rather somber 
appearance they presented. Black 
seems to be the keynote in gowns of 
all descriptions. Perhaps this is due in 
a measure to the court mourning. The 
Princess of Wales, however, has set 
the fashion of having very elaborate 
mourning attire, so that were it not 
for the crape upon it one might think 
some of the gowns for festal occasions. 

After all, this is as it should be. 
There is • no reason why a woman's 
mourning gowns should not be fash­
ionably made. Mourning 'garb is de­
pressing enough at the best. But, aside 
from the mourning garb, we must ex­
pect to see a great deal of black 
worn this season. So maa- rich and 
new black fabrics are offered that one 
finds choice difficult. Then are the 
silk warp goods, eudora, ht arietta, 
melrose and drap d'ete, drap d'alma 

HEW JACKET FOR GIBLS. 

and crape cloths and blister and other 
crepons. All these may be worn for 
nourulng or for any occasion not espe­

cially festive. 
Black silks are almost covered with 

jet, embroidery picked out with jet and 
with jetted passementerie. One gown 
for a swell dinner was of black armure 
silk thickly sewed with jet, so that al­
together it weighed nearly 40 pounds. 
Black velvet gowns for grand occa­
sions and for the street will be among 
the handsomest of all the winter cos­
tumes. 

For mourning attire there are some 
very handsome wraps and capes; also 
empire coats and other shapes, such as 
tight jackets and blouse effects. Some 
of these are of all wool goods, like the 
wool drap d'alma and cachemire de 
l'inde. Broadcloth and Venetian, mel­
ton and boucle will also be worn later 
In the season. All but the last two will 
be trimmed with crape. The melton 
and boucle will have black castle braid 
stitched on, aud where buttons are re­
quired they will be of plain black 
horn. Everything in shape of wrap or 
jacket will have high collars, higher 
than ever, if possible. There is a new 
mantle where the body is blouse shap­
ed and belted, with a flat revers col­
lar and a high medici collar. The 
sleeves are cut like circular capes and 
joined. The top is sewed into the arm 
size, and the sleeve thus formed is left 
to fall in heavy folds. 

For deep mourning these are quite or 
nearly covered with crape. Other 
sleeves are made very snug, almost as 
tight as they used to be some ten years 
ago, when it was said that a woman 
had to get up on a stepladder to get 
them on. The way she did it was to 
fall down. 
The suits for what are generally called 

"growing girls" are very neat and pret­
ty this season. I was looking at some 
cravanette suits recently. One had 
four clusters of soutache on the skirt, 
four rows In each. They were all 
massed above the knees. The jacket 
was double breasted, but fastened with 
flies. It was scalloped and had several 
rows of soutache. Jaunty pockets and 
revers and coat collar finished it. The 
color was dark brown. Another pretty 
suit for a girl of 16 had the skirt of 
very dark bhie serge made entirely 
plain. The jacket was of tan melton, 
double breasted and elegantly braid­
ed. A glance at the illustration will 
show bow both of these looked. 

For young glrlsthere are many pret­
ty felt hats, stitcned round and round 
the crowns, made like Tam O'Shanters, 
A quill and a band are considered the 
right trimming for these. Others there 
are with more of the sailor shape, with 
birds, quills, plumes or rosettes of vel­
vet or of felt as garniture. For dress 
occasions velvet ha^ of dark color 
with light satin pipings are hand­
somer. These are trimmed with loops 
and bows of alternate velvet and satin. 

Plaids will be unusually prominent 
for girls this season, but for dresses 
only. All coats and cloaks are of mix­
tures or solid color in smooth faced or 
boucle. The woolly effects in outer 
garments will be carried out to a great­
er extent than ever before. There are 
some self colored camel's hairs that are 
as thick as fur, with long, silky hair. 
These will make beautiful cloaks for 
small children in the lighter shades of 
gray, V .V. IIE.NBIETTE ROUSSEAU. 

SHEEP FOFf THE FARMER. 

Only a small capital is required by 
any farmer for feeding a few sheep. 
Some poles covered with hay or straw 
for shed, a few racks, or if these con-
not be had. some fence panels around 
a haystack to give coarse feed behind, 
a few troughs for shelled corn when 
muddy, are all that are necassary. 
The rest of the time feed shock 
corn on the dry ground, for the sheep 
does not need its grain either husked, 
shelled or .ground. If a grain crop 
should fail, there Is usually coarse 
feed in plenty on which sheep can be 
carried through until another year 
and give a. crop of wool which will 
more than pay their keep. If one dies, 
he usually has wool enough on him to 
pay what he has cost that year. Sheep 
are emphatically the stock for the 
poor man who must start with few 
conveniences, and if he will stand by 
them they will build him a comfort­
able house and ample barns to shelter 
all the feed and stock the best farm In 
Kansas can produce. Where it can 
be done, it is an advantage to bring 
western sheep in early and give them 
a few months' pasture to domesticate 
them and fill them out § 

As the pasture fails in the fall, grad­
ually bring them on to grain; then turn 
them into the cornfields, where they 
will clean up the weeds and grass 
much better than the hired man will 
and will gather their own corn without 
any waste if the ground Is dry. They 
can be put on the market in November 
or about Dec. 1, before many grain 
fed sheep come in. 

Good natives or acclimated sheep do 
not need a longer feeding period than 
90 to 100 days, especially on corn. 
Sheep direct from the range should 
be roughed 60 to 90 days on a light 
grain ration and plenty of good forage. 
They will make gain for some time on 
clover alone. 

Clover and corn go admirably to­
gether and the best rotation for our 
farms is corn followed by oats and 
clover. Cut a crop or two of hay, 
pasture while the clover lasts with 
sheep, then corn again and the land 
will always be productive, says E. D. 
King, writing from his own successful 
experience in Kansas. 

"TRY YOUR LUCK!" 
This is what a fakir with one of 

these cheap swindling games of chance 
said to a young man who stopped to 
watch the game. This is a very sig­
nificant phrase, characteristically 
American in its flavor, dash and disre­
gard of consequences. "Try your 
luck" confronts the young man at ev­
ery turn in life. He can try it by in­
vesting his money in one stinker of a 
cigar and take his chance of the lucky 
turn of the wheel which will give him 
two stinkers. He can "try his luck" at 
spending his money as fast as he earns 
it and take his chance-^almost a dead 
sure thing—of being buried by charity. 
Or he can "try his luck" at loafing, 
drinkng and deviltry and take his 
chances on the penitentiary. Or he 
can "try his luck" at good, honest, bard 
work, self denial and manly living and 
take the chance—we might say certain­
ty—of being of some use in the world 
and of not having any hired mourners 
at his funeral. It is all right to "try 
your lucl£," my boy, but try it sensibly 
and intelligently. 

OUR BIRD FRIENDS. 
We have one little friend that greatly 

Interests us. It Is a robin which every 
morning early when we have gone to 
work in the garden this spring has 
come flying down at our feet to pick 
Up the grubs turned up by the hoe. 
From being quite shy at first our little 
friend became very tame and finally 
would pick up the worms within a foot 
of the hoe. It was surprising how 
many grubs his bright eyes would dis­
cover, and the way in which he would 
cock his head to one side and eye his 
victim before picking it up was some­
thing very comical Indeed. Having a 
nestful of little ones not far away, he 
would keep on gathering worms until 
he could not hold another one in his 
mouth, and then he would go to the 
nest and return in a few minutes. One 
morning we took the lawn mower in­
stead of the hoe and had hardly got to 
work on the law® before down he 
came, and his disappointment at not 
finding any grubs was funny enough. 

THE WEALTHY APPLE. 
Our experience with the Wealthy ap­

ple leads us to commend it very highly 
for general orchard planting In mokt 
of this northwestern territory. It has 
so very much to recommend it that its 
weak points can be well overlooked. 
It may be said for it that it is an early 
bearer of very large, handsome red 
fruit of a finer flavor and a higher 
quality than any other apple which can 
be raised in the northwest. It is an 
apple which sells on sight, and when 
once the general public fully under­
stands . Its merits there cannot be 
enough of them raised to supply the 
demand. Forty acres of Wealthy ap­
ple trees plated anywhere in Iowa and 
the south half of Minnesota and prop­
erly cared for will insure the man who 
owns the orchard a- handsome Income 
in five years after date of planting. 

SHOULD BE CONTENT. 
That man with a quarter section 

farm located in any good northwestern 
state, who has a comfortable home, a 
good wife and a lot of bright boys and 
girls, and who Is not in debt to exceed 
$1,000 nt 5 per cent, should have no 
kick coming at Providence, the govern­
ment or the seasons. He lives on one 
of the best farms on earth, eats at the 
best table, breathes the purest air, en­
joys the largest civil aud religious lib­
erty and his children the best of edu­
cational facilities and can be right In 
touch with all the marvelous progress 
of the age. For such a man to howl 
and whine and be preaching the gospel 
of pessimism and calamity is to make 
the Lord sorry that he ever created 
such a man. \ 
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A BLESSING TO ANY HOME 
Bound hand and foot to 

household drudgery, scrub­
bing and rubbing day in, 
day out. Women, why do 
you do it? Break away from 
the hard old-fashioned way 
of doing your cleaning 
with soap. 

* 

Washing Powder 
ecomJmjTbuy our^ge packag"' ^ aYd Wy^ 

The N. K. Fairbank Company 

:  |  • •  . .  •  •  
has proven the emancipation of hundreds of 
thousands o£ other women. Why not yours? 
Let Gold Dust do more of the work, you do 

CHICAGO 
NEW YORK 

ST. LOUIS 
BOST0H 

CRAWFORD COUNTY 

REAL ESTATE EXCHANGE. 

E. GUL1CK 
Denlson, 

Mano'r. 
Iowa. 

Farms and Town Property Sold or 
Exchanged on Commission. 

LOANS NEGOTIATED. 
Abstracts of Title Furnished. Taxes 

Paid and Rents Collected. 

Any business entrusted to me will receive 
prompt and careful attentioii. 

MONEY TO LOAN on Real Estate security. Not a $1,000,000, but. a few $100 
Apply to E. Gulick, Boom No. 3, Gulick & Solomon block 
Denison Iowa, 

FOR SALE Several choice Improved farms, closfe to school and market. Call" 
on or address E. Gulick. the leading real estate agent, Denlson, la. 

FOR , SALE Choice resident properties and unimproved town lots on easy te#ms. 
: /- " to E. Gulick, real estate and loan agent, Denisen, Iowa. 
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City Meat Market! 
JILL DENISON. IOWA. VFRESH MEATS® 

POULTRY AND Ml IN SEASON, ' Fresh Oyster. 

The 

keep out more cold than other* 
because they last longer «v 

If your dealer cannot supply 
you we will tell you who can. 

Gordon & Fergiison* 
St.Pa.ul, Minn. 

XJ. LA. Warbasse. 
DEALER IN 

Pianos, organs, Sewing Machines 
And musical instruments. We handle the well known V 
Burdette & Newmann Organs, and Smith & Barnes, 
Fisher, Kingsbury and Estay Pianos. We also have a" 
splendid Estay Organ. White Sewing Machines with 
ball bearings, easy running. We carry a new line of 
ioc sheet music and other music; also a full line of 
small goods. Cleaning and repairing of organs and sew­
ing machines in charge of extert repairer. • 
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lillSi 
i » H. F. HODGES, 

•V; # At 1 • ? M1A f Aum Denison, Iowa. 
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j Plumbing, Pumps. Pipe Fittings | 
Estimates Furnished on Heating Apparatus 

'1 J iT of all Kinds; 

I • It • m 

• THE BEST WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED ? 
• • • 
2 Get His Figures and Save Honey. Fridy 3 

DENISON LEADS THE WORLD! 
•Hundreds say they have been cured of Rheumatism/ ' 
Stomach Trouble, Backache, Liver and Kidney 
Diseases, Fevers, Blood Poison, Veneral Diseases of all 
kinds, constipation. A wonderful remedy for Woman's 
Diseases and cannot be beat for regulating menses for 1 

women. Chronic Diseases cured with 6 or 12 bottles. ? 
If not cured with 12 bottles there is little chance for a ' 
cure. Do not be put off with anyth'ng else but try it. „ 
Cynthia Brown's Indian Compound. '..:-

D. F. BROWN, Sale Druggist, - DENISON, IOWA. 
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