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Cronje Makes Bitter Resist
ance After Failure to Escape. 

WILL FIGHT TO THE DEATH. 

His Bequest For Armistice to Bury 
the Dead Is Refused, 

HEAVY LOSSES ON BOTH SIDES. 

General Kelly-Konny Orders an Advance 
Across tlio Open to Capture Two Drifts 
Doers Still SSusy Shilling; Luriysinitli, 
Garrison In Good Spirits. 

LONDON, Feb. 23.—General Cronje is 
seemingly making his last stand. He is 
dying hard, hemmed in by British in
fantry and with shells from CO guns 
falling into his camp. 

On the third day of the fight tho Boer 
cliief asked for an armistice of 24 hours 
to bury his dead. "Fight to a finish or 
surrender unconditionally," was Lord 
Kitchener's reply. General Cronje 
sent back word that his request for a 
truce had been misunderstood and that 
his determination then, as before, was 
to fight to the death. • 

Tho battle wont on. This was the 
situation of General Cronje Tuesday 
evening, as sketched in the scanty tele
grams that have emerged irom the tsomi-
silence of South Ainca. 

Officially, Limi Roberts wires that he 
has scattered the advance commandoes 
ol tho reliel columns that were trying 
to reach General Cronje. It was re
garded as singular that Lord Roberts, 
Wiring Wednesday, should not mention 

: tho appeal for an armistice 011 the pre
vious day, aud also that tho war ollice 
should withhold good news it it has 
any. Without trying to reconcile even 
tho scanty materials at hand, it seems 

ine clrilt action oegan at ciayDreaK, 
the mounted infantry driving the Boer 
rear guard up the river toward the main 
body, while another body of mounted 
infantry maneuvered on the right front 
and flank of the Boers. Tho British 
main body advanced to outflank tho 
Boers' laager on the north bank of tho 
river, (jeneral Kellv-Kennv, having 
seized two drills, found tho Boers 
strongly inclosed and ordered an at
tack, with the Highland brigade on the 
left and General Knox's brigade 011 the 
center and right, while General SmiUi-
Dorrien's brigade crossed the river and 
advanced along the north bank. On 
both the north and south banks the 
ground is level and the advance across 
this was deadlv and the British losses 
were heavy. Tae battle was an exact 
replica-or the Modder river. The sol
diers were under tiro all dav and all th" 
fighting ha-i 110 definite result, as the 
Boers' laasr -r was we:l barricaded and 
they leii.at ...• . taeniM. i?ho llrit:sh 
guns shelled tae :a-urer v; 
the Bo 
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has the following iron 
dated afrerno.m, Fer> 

"The Baa- iorcos under Genu 
Cronje are estimated at 8,000 men 
12 o'clock he a sued an armistice ol 
hours, wliii-n was .'otiisod. Later 

'1 
r.u 
At 
i-t 
he 

K.'nt a messenger to say that lie would 
surrender. 

"The British general sent a ronlv 
telling him to come into camp. Oron}e 
refused, saying there had been a mis
understanding and that he would fight 
to the death. 

I-h.e bombardment was tnen reopened 
ana our lyddite shells set fire to the 
Boer wagons. We continued shelling 
the laager tliioagn tne night and m the 
in rn.i'.g we resumed witu Maxims and 

rifles, principally from the north sido. 
On Sunday there was much waste of 
life, when tho same result cau bo oo-
tained without it. During Monday 
nigh* seven Boers attempted to break 

that General Cronje is in a ba-.l, and i through our hues, but they were can-
even a desperate, situation, and that the | tured and their loader was killed. Four 
British are pressing the advantage 
"While tho attack on General Cronje 
proceeds there is a race for concentra tion 
between the Boers and t.ho British. 

Tho engagement with General Cron-
jo's 5,000 to 8,000 intrenched men is 
likely to become an incident m a battle 
between the masses. The senarated 
fractious ot the Boer power are rapidly 
drawing together to attack Lord Rob
erts. .. 

Will General Cronje be able to hold 
ont until the Boor masses appear, or if 
he does, will they then be able to suc
cor him? The British are lacing the 
Boers on ground where the arms, tac
tics and training of tho British are ex
pected to give them the advantage. 

General Buller, according to a dis
patch from Chieveley, dated Wednes
day, finds tho Boers m positions north 
of tho Tugcla largely reinforced. This 
seems strange. Tho war office for the 
first time has given out an official com-

, pilation of tho British losses. Tiie total 
is 11,308 to Feb. 18. This does not in
clude, therefore, Lord Roberts' recent 
loss nor the Wiltshire prisoners. 

The Press Association learns that tho 
British losses at Koodoosraiul were 700. 

Three thousand fresh troops will em
bark for South Africa today. 

The relative position of tho combat
ants is likened to chess players, one of 
•whom from time to time adds pieces to 
the board, while any loss to tho adver-
g.tiy is irreplaceable. 

were carrying letters. It is believed 
that there was one other who got 
through. 

"Other prisoners say General Cronje 
marched from Magersfontein here with
out, outspann;ng, a distance of 33 miles. 
Had he succeeded in escaping it would 
have been one ot tho finest perform
ances in tho annals of war. The Can
adians made a gallant charge at the 
laager, but were driven back with loss. 

I General MacDonald and General Kno\ 
are slightlv wounded. 

CRQNJE MAKES HARD FIGHT. 

Kelly-Kenny'* Force* Caught In the Open 
and Losses Are Heavy. 

PAARDEBiiUG, Feb. 23.—One of the 
costliest, actions of the war oct'ti.'itA at 

General 
General 
at. Klip 
rs to the 

Paardelierg drift. Sunday. 
Kelly-Kenny, in his pursuit of 
Cronje, caught his rear guard 
drift and fallowed the bnrghi 
Boers' ••• • T' •<> lo-wiw.l 

KANSAS CM CHOSEN. 
Milwaukee Loses the Demo

cratic Convention Race. 

MEET ON INDEPENDENCE DAY, 
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STOPS REINFORCEMENTS. 
General Huberts Devotes Ills Time to Pfo-

vent in}; Aid Readmit* Cronje. 
LONDON, —The war oflico has 

received from Lord Roberts the follow
ing message, which was delayed in 
transmission,dated Paardeberg,Wednes
day, Feb. :>1: 

"Yesterday afternoon I was satisfied, 
by a careful reconnaissance in loree of 
tho enemy's position, that I could not 
assault it wit hout very heavy loss, which 
I was most anxious to avoid. Accord
ingly, I decided to bombard hini with 
artillery and turn my attention to the 
enemy's reinforcements. The result 
was most satisfactory. Tho Boers wore 
driven riff in all directions, losing a good 
many killed and wounded and about HO 
prisoners, who say they arrived from 
Ladysmith two days ago by railroad. 
They al$o say it. was our artillery fire 
which |Caused them to abandon the 
kopje they were occupying. Our loss 
was two officers, Captain Campbell ot 
the Ninth Lancers and Lieutenant 
Houston of the artillery, and four men, 
all slightly wounded. Mothnon reports 
from Kimberlev that supplies of food 
and forage are being nushed on as tant. 
as possible. There will bo enough coal 
to start the DeBeors mines in 10 days. 
By this means great misery will bo alle
viated. I-Iosuital arrangements theie 
are reported perfect, lie liopu» Pno-ika 
and the adjoining country will soon bo 
settled." 

ISopYh Shilling I-advsmstli. 
Loxdox, Feb. '>3.—The. ?J.ormng Post 

publishes a. it:snatch irom Ladysmith, 
dated Feb. Ill, which savs that tho 
bombardment- continue* with unusual 
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July 4- Is thn Ditto Flxort by tho National 
Committee For the Nomination of a 
Candidate l or President—Call For tho 
Meeting I Issued. ? 

Washington-, Feb. 23.—The nest na
tional Democratic convention will be 
held at Kansas City July 4. This was 
the decision of the Democratic national 
committee, which met at the Hotel 
Raleigh yesterday to fix the time and 
place of holding tho convention. Mil
waukee was the only city which com
peted for the honor of entertaining the 
convention and the poor showing she 
made when the vote was taken—the re
sult being Kansas City, 40; Milwaukee 
9—caused general surpriso. The claims 
ot tho rival cities as to hotel accommo
dations, railroad and hotel facilities wero 
presented m open session by representa
tives of each citv, and subsequently in 
executive session, Governor W. J. 
Stono on behalt ot Kansas City and Na
tional Committeeman E. C. Wall on be
half of Milwaukee, explaining the finan
cial inducements which the city he rep
resented was willing to make. Each 
offered the committee $50,000, but. in 
addition Kansas City was willing to fur
nish hotel accommodations for tho • 
members of the committee and the hall 
with decorations and music free. Mil- ; 
waukee's strongest argument was tho 
political eltect which the holding of the s 

convention in that city would have 
upon the German-American voters, who ; 
were represented to -the committee as ' 
wavering m their allegiance to the Re- : 
publican party. It seemed to be taken . 
for granted by at least two speakers > 
that Bryan would be nominated and ; 
that the Chicago platform would be re- i 
affirmed. Opposition to trusts, expau-1 

sion and imperialism, together with i 
every mention of Brvan and the Chicago ' 
platform aroused enthusiasm, but dur- j 
ing the open session there was no allu- i 
sion to tho issue of free silver. Three ' 
dates for holding tho convention were 
proposed, May 9 by Townsend of Ore
gon, June 14 by Tillman of South Caro
lina and July 4 by McGraw ot West 
Virginia. A speech bv ex-Senator Gor- I 
man m favor of holding to precedent : 
and naming a date later than that for j 
tho convention of tho party in power i 
had considerable influence in causing j 
Independence day to lie chosen. 

Alter the committee had selected tho 
"Gate City" ol tho west the Kansas 
City boomers held a jollification meet
ing lu tlieir rooms at tho Raleigh. Ex- I 
Governor Stone addressed tho gather- ' 
mg, predicting that thoso who attended j 
tho convention would depart with j 
praises upon their lips for tho hospital
ity they had received and that the 
nominee ot the convention would bo the 
victor at the polls in November. 

The national committee issued the 
following call: 

•'The national Democratic commit
tee, having met in the citv ot Washing
ton, on the 22d dav ot February, 1900, 
has appointed Wednesday, the fourth 
day of July, as the time, and chosen the 
city of Kansas City, Mo., as tho place 
for holding tho national Democratic 
convention. Each state is entitled to a 
representation therein equal to double 
tho number of its senators and repre
sentatives in the congrcss of the United 
States, and each territory, Alaska, In
dian Territory and the District of Co
lumbia shall liavo seven delegates. All 
Democratic, conservative, reform citi
zens of the United States, lrrcspectivo 
of past political associations and difler-
ences, who can unite with us m the ef-

I fort for pure, economic and constitu 
' tional government, and who favor the 
| republic and oppose the empire, are 
; cordially invited to 30111 us in sending 
' delegates to the convention." t 0 • ' 

i TRIPLE SOLDIERS' FUNERAL. 
Members ol tho First .Nebraska Cnvon a 

"UiUtnrv l.uiial at. l£rntviee. 
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STERN BROS. 
Going out o£ Business Sale! 
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Is the sensation of the season. As the first of March! $ 
, approaches we feel compelled to make still greater 

reductions in prices for we positively must sell ev-
; ery article in our stock to save time and expense in- < 

curred by moving the same. These are some of the 
mt. items still remaining on hand and in order to dis- ^ 

pose of them 

WK'LL MAKE THE FOLLOWING PRICES M 
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Men's Suits, former price $5, now. .^2.85. 
Men's suits m black and blue, former price 

$650, now $389 
Suits, former prices $9, $lo.oO and 12.00 

now $6 48. 
All our suits that formerly sold for $10, 

w»{fcl2, $14 and N?, now 88.50. 
Boys' Long Pants butts, former price,$4.50 

to close at $2.50. 
Boys Long Pants Suits, former prices $5, 

$6, $7, ana ipS, to close at $3.98. 
Irish Frieze Ulsters, former value $10, to 

-%close at $;.48 
All-wool Beaver Dress Overcoats, former 

price 10 90, now 5.65. 

-29c. 
• 39C. 

Men's 50 cent overshirt for 
Men's 60 cent overshirt for 

Men's 1.00 and 1.25 Laundered Dress 
Shirts for 50c 

Men's 25 cent suspenders for 12c. 
Boys' and Children's fleece lined bicyle 

stocking worth 2i cents for 14c. 
50 cent fleece lined underwear for. . .  .27c. 
75 cent fleeced lined underwear for. ..39c. 
85 cent wool underwear tor. . . .  .  . ... .48c 
75 cent ladies' underwear for . . 39c-
Men's and Boy's 50 cent caps for . ... 29c" 
Boys' 50 cent Caps for 23c* 
1.25 dress gloves and mittens for . .: .69c. 
35 cent mittens for 19c. 

• ••a* 

9«.*h 
to.*** 

0*«a»< 

K" 

The remainder of our stock consisting of Staple and Fancy Prints, 
Table Linens, Dry Goods, etc., at wholesale prices 
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CROW RELEASED ON BAIL. m r 

l'rob:ibil:(y C;aao Against Him Will Be 
l>roi>piMl—Hearing: but for Monday. 

'hicago, Feb. —Pat Crow, who 
w is arrested two weeks ago, suspected : 
of being one of tho men who held up a 1 
Northwestern tram at. tower W, Oct. I 
13, lias been released 011 bail and the ! 
case against him will probably be dis-1 
nnssed. Special Agent Riley of the 1 
Northwestern said he was confident I 
Crow was nor. connected with the rob- 1 
brry. Police Justice Ludwig at Geneva, i 
where the prisoner was confined, al-1 
lowed Crow's attornov to sign his bond 1 
for §10,000. The preliminary hearing is j 
set lor next Monday morning. Riley 1 
said that Crow's arrest was caused by | 
the statement ot a man who told Cap- 1 
tain Ludwnr and Inspector Hunt of the | 
Chicago police department that Crow , 
approached- him sometime beloro tho : 
robbery and asked him. to enter the 
plot, since tncii Rilcv has tonnd that 
Crew was at work 111 tho South Omaha 
packing houses at the time of the rob
bery. 

CHESS DIES FROM NEGLECT. 

Buttermakers Elect Officers 
For the Current Year. 

HASKELL 18 OliOSEN PRESIDENT. 

CoronorV !iy inearths a hcnsaUou at 
- . ilimihnlt'.?, la, 

Foht Dodcih, la., l-'eb. 23.—Tho body 
of M ichael Ones.-;, exhumed by the 
county coroner vesterdav, discloses evi
dence of inchrliil. treatment by his sis
ter and her husband previous to his 
death. Tnev secured W10.000 worth ot 
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fct. I'uul Couficl*>:it ol Si-ttnriiiK the N<»xt. 
Coiiv<»nt 1011 — 1 inal Awar«l ot Premium*. 
Parade the Itiu: Invent of tho Day—S»ale 
o! I ri'/.c 

Lixcoi.x, Feb. 3;!.—Tho throe leading 
icarures ol tne butterniakers' meeting 
yesterday were t tie parade, final award 
01 prizes asm s;yie ot prize butter by 
aue: 1011. iCverv state dcleiration nartic-
:paled 111 the parade, headed by Illinois, 
holding the place ut hoiiui; as winner 01 

the priy.e ll:i lj. There was lively oulding 
1 or the 70r> t-ubs of butter, wuicu went, 
to a Chicago house tor $6,000, the pro
ceeds to go to tho Buttermakers asso
ciation. 

Filial markings wore announced 111 

the prize cont-esrs. '1 he results iollow . 
boparator Class—First, li. T. bton-

dorsraard, Litchfield, Minn., score, l)t> 
prize, a gold medal and ijlOO 111 cash, 
becond, Marten jMortonson, Willow 
Creek, la.; score, :>3'2; priae, silver 
medal and !?;>() 111 casn. 

(xatliered Orann C'lass—First.' M. M. 
Magnussoa, i5ce, Minn.; score, 9-1: prise, 
solid gold medal, becond, R. A. Car
penter, \ova, 3\eb.; score, iW; prize, 
silver medal. 

State. Delegation Competition—Iowa, 
1°11 l ll m , , •>) 1 ), 'l o \ 
i9 ciitvics,-averiigo, hi). 17; Wisconsin, 

5s(.60: lllnnus:, 5J 011-
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D E W E Y  A L  W H E E U I N U .  

West Virginia Citv Pays Tribute to the Ad
miral In St>ito ot Bad Weather. 

Wheeung, W. Ya., Feli. 23.—Wheel
ing's ovation to Admiral Dewey was 
enthusiastic, although weather condi
tions wero rather unfavorable. The 
speaking and other exercises took place 
in one of the large halls, at which time 
the sword subscribed for by the citizens 
oi Wheeling was presented to Lieuten
ant Doddridge bv Admiral Dewey and 
the orations incident, to the dedication 
of the tablet commemorating the siege 
of Fort Henry, or the last battle of the 
revolution, were delivered. 

Wheeling's enthusiasm was evidently 
too much for the admiral. Ho is re
ported to havt) said: "No moro invita
tions for me, gentlemen. I can't stand 
another day like this." 

He was jost led to and fro in the crowd 
when entering and leaving tho Carroll 
club auditorium, his toes trampled on 
and his unilorm soiled. This overdoing 
01 the thing is said to have caused the 
admiral to decline to attend the Sons of 
the Revolution banquet last night, an 
invitation to winch he accepted last No
vember. 

To Concludo I5i£ Cat Me Deal. 
F oht Wouth, Feb. —George B .  

Loving will leave Saturday lor New 
York via Kansas City and Chicago to 
conclude tlio 0i!,r cattle syndicate deal. 
The results ot expert appraisers show 
that To companies have given options 
on their properties, which include 20,-
000.o0:> acres. Tho average prices put 

' on tho land was 81.90 per aero. Tho 
cattle number 90o,000 head and were 
appraised at per head. Tho total 
value ot alt tuouroportiescomprehended 
m tiio sviuUenta-.is '1(40,000.000.. Mr. 
Lovnitf.also vhoft.-apuuuH.. on £0 cortou-
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