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THE COUNT S EXITJ3 TO SIBERIA. " 
"£>o von mean," I said, "that you 

will be able to provide evidence that 
this man Andre is the convict Kornilof 
and not iny father?" 

"Perhaps, " said the student, smiling 
conceitedly. , 

"It is ridiculous," I cried hotly ̂  "to 
i suppose that the police will refuse to 
accept the evidence of » man's own 
wife and cbild and will believe yours 
for the asking.'' 

"It may be ridiculous, but the police 
never admit p blunder if they can make 
any one else suffer for it instead of 
themselves. As for my part in the busi
ness, you forget that I possess informa
tion Of various kinds with regard to 
Andre, which might be useful and even 
important, to them and might throw a 
light on this matter." ' 

"I see," I said. "But I shall be both 
•nrprised and disgusted if it- prove to 
be as you say, and the authorities re>-

«fpse to believe our evidence. I shall 
ave ycu now and consult my friends, 

j' believe your story as to father's cap-
'uGre; so you may consider your check 
: fe. At the same time you are to re
join where you are until other mat-
' ^js are settled. You have no objection 

continue as my guest?" 
pi'So long as my safety is guaranteed 

jallbe'charnied to remain," said the 
Sent. "Does Andre enjoy the run 

he house? He must not see me or 
'A^hat I am here. He would mtir-
• jjiJe, ,and your cause would be 
tOt 

shall not come here or know of 
u.ibiresence' I shall see that only 
fif"Tpers<?ns are aware I have a 

acquaintance staying in the 

4 
, oodl See that the same wine is 

1 to me, like the' generous host 
l^c, and plenty of it!"" He shouted 
_,.st woijds at me as I left the room, 

shall have you watched, my fine 
I said to myself as I hurried 

"o confide pay great news to, Percy 
or you are a pearl of 
nd I may say in this 
[this time until—well, 

ings had happened, 
profsky or I was con-

the passage outside 
both to see that he 

escape and to guard 
om without, Andre 

gbear that one amst 
all times. 

and Borofsky and Percy playing 
Mips. ; 
SE'Jell?" cried the -latter. "What 
RES' Both he and Borofsky la,id down 
^^ues and waited for me to speak. 
[01^that I was here and my heart 

uncag with the news 1 had to tel1 
I waa unable to utter a- single 

an, I suppose I dreaded being dis-
; Ijed. I had formed lovely hopes so 
a nctimes and on each occasion they 
)f ajen dashed from me that I sup-
ox, I feared to be told by Borofsky 

sCll this which my student had told 
iofcfas/mere buncombe; that he had 
'°Pfme in, and there was not a word 
itplth in his story. 
you'll probably say it's all a tissue 
" ?f." I "" • ' ' -

anO litul in all probability rieported fa
ther to Siberia, while Andre was left 
to live in luxury and freedom. 

I paused when I bad finished the 
story Then. "Great Caesar 1" mur

mured Percy. Borofsky meditated in 
silence. 

"Well, Borofsky," I said presently, 
"don't keep me in suspense. I long to 
hear your opinion. Is the tale true or a 
tissue of lies?" 

"Stop!" said Borofsky. "Did yoh 
tell the rascal anything of your journey-
to Erinofka and your finding of a clew' 
tlit>re'!" 

I reflected a moment. "No," I said, 
"Idon't think Idid. I'm sure I didn't. " 

"Ah! Then the., tale is true," eaid 
Borofsky, "for it tits in with that 
which we know, unless, of course, he 
was shnrp enough to put two and two 
together and build his tale on the ru
mors he may have heard of our Re
searches at Erinofka. His precious so
ciety, or brotherhood, or gang v. 
thieves, or whatever you like to call it,; 
may have beard of our being on the 
scent there, even though it were nof 
they who murdered the wretched little 
peasant who brought yon information.." 

"No, ""said Percy. "The Erinofka bit 
belongs all right f it i^ part of our affair. 
The little peasant told us a true tale 
and suffered death for it. Who mur
dered him? Why, these infernal ras-, 
cf)ls; possibly the student himself. The 
story is consistent, Borofsky, froni be
ginning,toend. Boris has got hold of 

pristaf of the second oochastok of the 
Vassily Ostrof divisional police, leav
ing Percy on duty at home to hang 
about the passage and see that iny 
friend the student was up to no mis
chief. 

We found tfie pristaf at home and 
Borofsky did all the talking for our 
side, excepting when I was addressed 
and was obliged'to answer. 
„The officirl looked coldly at us as W3 

Entered. Russian officials have a most 
disagreeable way. I have .never seen 
any Muscovite in authority without 
;his particular manner—a kind of dii 
riaint'r.l and supercilious hauteur winch 
neither affauility nor humor nor gro®s 
battery will penetrate, but only, oi c i-* 
sioiiaily—rather often—the- almighty 
md all penecrating ruble. 

"Yes?" said the pristaf. 
"We have called." said Borofsky. 

"to consult yon about a certain arrest 
effected by you or your men on or 
about the"— ' 

"Stop!" said thepristaf. "Why have 
I to listen to this1? Is the case sti^ sub 
judice?" 

"Yes and no," said Borofsky boldly. 
"It has been judged, or went without 
judgment; but it must be reopened." 

"Who says so?" 
"Those who have suffered injustice 

by it." . 
' "Injustice? .That is a foolish word to 
use in this place. Proceed. Who has 
Buffered injustice—the delinquent?" 

"The convicted, yes; he and others." 
"Indeed! How so? He waaconvicted, 

you say, and, of course, punished. Has 
li'is innocence only nowcon^to light?" 

"It is-not a matter of innocence and 
guilt, pristaf. A great blunder has been 
committed"— 

"A blunder!- Deuce take it, what 
blunder? Where—in thisoochnstok? It 
is impossible!" 

"I admit that the department in this 
quarter is not to be suspected of blun
dering, as a rule," eaid Borofsky. "Jus
tice reigns supreme in this .oochastok 
and in the bosom of its enlightened 

| pristaf, but this time yoSfhave been the 
j victim of an organized conspiracy." 
i "Well, proceed," said the pristaf, 

Aioenau exiie, ne was tracked to St. 
Petersburg, arrested here and taken 
back to complete bis sentence. There 
can scarcely be a mistake htere. Indeed 
yon have pitched upon a case, .young 
sir. in whicl. there can be lees question 
of blunder than in any other almost in 
our sheets It is not your father who 
complains, I understand, but yourself 
Let me warn yon that this is a dagger-
ous case in which to interfere. Should 
ycu prove yourself interested in this 
Komilof, the authorities would be 
obliged, in.' spite of respect for your 
parent and other considerations, to re
gard yourfntnre actions with suspicion 
and perhaps even to put a watch upon. 
Jour doings. Now. then, what have you 
' co!i]])laiii of?" 

Speak for me. Borofsky," | said. 
Ko, excuse me, I will hear no coni-

ylaiut from any( but'the complainant 
himself." 

"Very well, then," I said doggedly; 
"only-he would have said it more po
litely than I, maybe. I complain, pris
taf. that your foolsj*of constables arrest
ed the wrong man. You must haveeeen 
the prisoner?" 

"-Certainly," interrupted the pristaf! 
"Therefore you are as much to blame 

as they—perhaps more—and I warn yon 
that unless you set the matter right, 
and at once, as I shall indicate, steps 
shall be taken to get justice done in an
other way, and in that case you shall 
not go unpunished." 

"But, Holy Mother!" qried the pris
taf, somewhat impressed, perhaps, by 
my earnestness. "What is all this to 
yon, count? Even supposing that I had 
arrested the wrong delinquent—which I 
deny—how should you kno^ of it, of all 
people you, and why should it interest 
you ? As soon,I would expect one of the 

the right man at last. You wereafter j '•?' 
him, I know, lor weeks, and therefore ! £ S ? T,he M}°Z for what it was worth, and he knew 

the value of the compliments of those 
who came to make appeals at the police 

jrofsky, 
IAt price. 
IQ that from] 

certain 
Percy or 

neion dnty 
lent's roc 

:t ^attempt 
I «a? 
j Ja kind 
Lkt and feai 

wf 
blnrted at length, with diffi-

te^iat's extremely probable;" said" 
g^sky, who had been soured of late 
rtnr successes and was not in the 

„ e£jf humors."' , 1 

any rate, old man, we'll con-
D0.;J jit in its bearings," said Percy. 
i fctje heads are better than one, 
of,.n I admit yours is not such a bad 
Or^Is it so-verjs incredible?" • 
od'gi the contrary, I don't think it is 
maill," I said, ','but Bcrofsky may 
wp, ** ^ - • . ' " , 

or 
not 
pla 

lSf*°iise!! said BorofsM/. "She shall 
<rd Oot pay him another penny. 
' detective order of mincj, and I 
roH ; dread to be told there's nothing ied, 
Iran' .oecause"-
;theJ^—because what?" said Borof-
IdJn 'I criticise. It is my duty, 
jrovjhall be only too glad to recognize 

-oard clew!" 
•j • think it is a real clew, and that 1 

>e' .know what became of my poor fa-
," I said. "You see, the student 

'JUlcln't have known that we"— 
il "Stop! You forget that we should 
like to hear the tale itself before listen
ing to your comments on it," laughed 
Borofsky. 

Then I told them as clearly as I could, 
and without the circumlocution that 
my conceited student garnished the tale 
with, how father had been cruelly 
and wickedly entrapped and substituted 
for a wretch who was wanted by the 
police, and how the police ' had fallen 
into the ambush nrenared for them. 

the credit is yours as much as, his; but 
Boris it was that nabbed him. Well 
done, Boris, old boy! You deserve your ! 
success. Gad, Borofsky! You wouldn't j ( 

have gone in after the fellow into an ; Proceed, 
ice hole! Come, would you now?" 

Borofsky, pleased with, the compli
ment convened*, in the earlier part'ef j 

the sentence, smiled acquiescence. j 

"I don't think I would," he eaid. "I 
can't-ewim. Yes," he continued, "the 
story sounds consistent enongh, and it , 
may be that our little rascal has come 
over, body and soul, into the enemy's 
camp." 

"And no wonder either, I should 
say," said Percy, "since they starved 
him in the other, while we offer him" 
food and raiment and shekels of gold 
and of silver. This student knows which 
side of his breadjs well jammed!" 

"The thing is. could the police have 
been such utter idiots as this would 
prove them," I said, "and, again, if 
they have blundered, will they acknowl
edge their blunder and allow poor fa
ther to come back?" 

"The police.blunder often enough," 
said Borofsky. ' 'There would be nothing 
extraordinary in that. They \yottld 
have drugged the count, of course—An
dre & Co. I mean—so that he could not 
protest his innocence when arrested; at 
any rate, not in a comprehensible man
ner. As for whether tlje police will ad
mit their blnndec, that remains to be 
seen. ' We must interview the pristaf 
who arrested him. The student will tell 

kyou whiclt district the honse lay in." 
"And if they simply laugh in o'r.r. 

faces, as my fellow says they'probably 
will, what then?" 

"Then, apparently, he has another 
card up his sleeve," said Borofsky, 
rand since he seeine to be very proud 
of it and very anxious to produce it for" 
a wage w.e may hope it is a trump." 

"If it is the key that will unlook fa
ther's secret and bring hi'm back to his 
own," I said, "mother will pay any 
amount for it and feed the little rascal 
like a fighting.cock all his life besides." 

"Nonsense!" said Borofsky quite 
angrily. "She shall not pay him.an- j 
other,penny. This time he shall SWEI-
low the piltorhich is net gilded. I shall 
take him in hand myself. Yon have 
done well. Count Boris, but not too 
wisely!'' f 

1 

"Let's tackle" the police first," I said. 
"There's no need to quarrel over the 
other matter yet awhile. I'll just go 
back and find out from my man the ail-
dress of Jhe house in which my father 
-bad been placed in order to be arrested, 
according to the scheme of Andre and 
his friendg." 

The student was in a bad humor, I 
found. I had forgotten to send up wine, 
lie complained. 

"You shall have it presently," I 
promised, and I bade him; tell me at 
once the address I required. 

"Not till I have the wine!" said he. 
"You shail have it the instant you 

have told me," I replied angrily. "Do 
you think I grudge you the wine? 
What is it to me if you besot yourself 
with two bottles or three?" 

"Not a word till I see the wine!" he 
replied obstinately. 

Had he known it, hia pigheadedness 
cost that student dear, for I then and 
there determined that bis next secret, 
if required, should not lie unlocked 
with a key cf gold, as the first had been. 
Borofsky should squeeze it out of him. 
The little fool seemed to forget or ignore 
that we bad the terror sideiof him, if 
we cared to attack him at a disad
vantage. . -

he said. "Wehave blun
dered, but through no fault of our own. 
Some one has been too clever for us 
Yes; proceed, sir." ^ 

"You must allow me to tell you the" 
details of the affair, pristaf," said poor ; 
Borofsky, feeling that his remarks beat ; 

\ike waves upon the hard rock of this 
man's official impenetrability. 

','Why should I?" said the pristaf. ' i 
"It is surely your duty to investigate 

matters which are declared to you to 
need investigation and to set right that 
which' is wrong. Here is a case in 
which, as' I say, a terrible mistake has • 
been made"— ' \ ! 

"t am not the judge," said the pristaf 
coldly. "My duty is to carry out the 
instructions -of my superiors and t? 
keep order in my district." 

"Nevertheless a word from you sig
nifying that a mistake may have been 
made would canse^those superiors to 
reconsider the matter which is con
cerned. On the other hand, should yon 
refuse to say that word the court could 
scarcely reopen any question unless 
influence and pressure were applied 
from without.". 
, "Come. This'is mere waste of time 
and idlei talking," said the pristaf. 
looking closely at Borofsky and at me. 
I think he wished to discern whether he 
had cause to fear any rfuch influence 
and pressure from without as Borofsky's 
words made hint of. 

"I have no time to waste on such 
matters as you speak of. My experience 
is that blunders are invariably imagi
nary. The court knows its business, and 
we know ours. Why should we blunder ? 
You eay there has been an intrigue. 
Who aife you ?" 

"Borofsky, private detective, engaged 
in this matter, which is mere important 
than yon appear to suppose, Mr. Pris
taf, and" w>bich will go further than 
this court." 

"So? A private detective—young 
one indeed. The detective art is not to 
be learned in the nursery, young sir. 
And who is this"other?" > 

"Count Boris Landrinof," I said. , J 
The pristaf distinctly winced. 
"Oh!";he said. "The son of Count 

Vladimir, no doubt? Wliart can the son 
of so eminent a person require in a po
lice court?" 

"That is what I wish to explain to 
you, pristaf, if you will allow me!" 
said Borofsky. "If you will turn back 
to the month of July last, you will find 
that von eflfonfprl th« nrrpHt nf .« 
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•;.;•> CHAPTER XXV. 
AN iNTEiiVIBW WITH TUB POLICE. 

The student got liis ,wine and I tho 
tequired aiidress. Some remark was 
linade as to the length of time I had 
been in his room, but I said nothing of 
the undignified defeats -had suffered. 

Then I went with Borofsky to'the 

that you effected the arrest, of a -7-1 
• "Stop! What has Count Landrinof 

to do with all this?" 
"May I not tell the story .from the be

ginning?"' said Borofsky. * 'It ̂ is im
possible to explain all without begin
ning at the beginning." 

"Stop—the date of tliis.arrest ?" 
"Seventeenth of July of this year." 
"GoodI Tho place of arrest?" 
Borofsky gave the name of the house 

as provided by the student. The-pristaf 
turned back the pages of his daybook. 

"Good again," he said. "Now, what 
is the mistake complained of ? Is it yon, 
Count Boris, who complains, or Count 
Vladimir himself?" 
"""It is I," I said. "I both conmlain, 

and I will move heaven and earth but 
yon shall set right your blunder, pr: 
taf. Never think you will frighten me 
with your luiutenr 1" 

"Exuviae me, count, but you Wave 
gone beyond me," said the pristaf. He 

j spoke more jjolitely to me than to Bo-
i rofsky, but I could see that my words 
| did not please him. "You nave not yet 

explained the nature of the complaint 
The name of the arrested on the day 
and at tjie address named was, I per 
ceive, Komilof, an escaped convict, a 
murderer and a rogue of the first water 
Good. There is no doubt of his guilt, 
for he i« known to have, encased from 

"ft the youwj qpntleman madt" he asked. 
czar's sons to come to m'e with,a similar 
tale. Now, in a 'word, supposing that 
we did not actually arrest this Komi
lof—which, again I deny—we arrested 
another in hifi place. You are, then, in
terested in this other—is that it ?" 
' "lam." 
( "Name him, then." t , , >* < 

"Count'Vladimir Landrinof!" I said, 
playing my trump card as boldly as I 
could. I longed to impress this man 
with the seriousness of the affair he was 
inclined to treat so lightly. I would 
blaff him, frighten, him, amaze him, 
but he should believe me and obey me! 

The effect of my - words upon the 
pristaf was certainly marked. He start
ed and looked at me and then at Borof
sky. Then he addressed himself to my 
companion. „' ' 

"Is the young gentleman mad?" he 
asked. 

< (To be Continued) 
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