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THE fp£rST£f?fj^ 

OF COUNT 
LANPRBNOP 

BY" FRED WHISM4fcW 

COPVWCHT laa^B/THE AMERICAN 

CHAPTER XXVI. gp 
DISCREDITED BY THE POLICE. 

"The young. gentleman is very far 
from mad," said Borofsky. "He is as 
aane as yon or I, and, moreover, what 
he bas said is strictly trne. Your people 

\ arrested and deported the wrong man 
at the time and address given, and that 
man was Connt Landrinof." 

^fBpt, my dear sir," began the pris-
taf and panged. Then he tonched a 
bell. An inspector entered so very 
qnickly that there conld be no donbt he 
bad been stationed at the door listen-

' lug. 
"Yon know Count. Landrinof by 

sight, inspector, I believe?" eaid the 
pristaf. 

"Exactly so," replied that official, 
minting. 

"Is the connt a well known char-
•v.octer?" 
^^•Exactly so, honor. How not? All 

jJlworld knows Connt Landrinof.'' 
^"wo. When did you last see the 
r at t" " 

This morning, honor." ^ • 
At what honr?" 
Eleven." 
Read me youj. report, or your notes, 
9 at or after this rencounter and 
ed in to my office later." . 
e inspector consnlted his notebook, 
he cleared his throat and blew his 
The inspector did not possess a 

• handkerchief, or, if he did, he 
it at home or pawned it. Rus-
licemen regard with contempt 
kin ways of those who possess 

. landkerchiefs and carry them 
TMii jie read: 

.s morning, as I passed through 
irth line, at the far end, by the 
prospekt, I observed Count Lan-
with whom I am slightly ac-

•d. I greeted him, and we en-
lto conversation." 
lis point I interrupted the re-
"Stop!" I said. "Explain how 
en you made the count's ac-
nce." 

t. t necessary, honor?" asked the 
^ glancing at his superior. 
RL YOU may enlighten the gentle-

Said the pristaf, shrugging his 
are. 
vas then a plain gorodovoy, a 
nonstable, and held the count's 
o-jft~£ertain occasion when the„ 
was restivfe. For this service his i 
ice gave n; e thei sum of 1 ruble, i 
iw me aft jrwaid whenever we 
id occasknally presented me 
.gratuity on such occasions as 
nnd New Year." 
I. he knew you this time?" I 

nspector winced slightly. I saw 
|ly enough, and so did Borofsky, 
j replied -that the count never 
3 recognize him. 

;i are sure he knew you?" said 
•y, looking keenly at the man. • 
;d have mercy!" exclaimed the 
r "Have I not said so? He recog-
me, and we conversed. Here is 
iversation. I have it down in my 
'i I said: 'Excellence, we do not 
?ee you in these parts of the 

}Do yon walk for pleasure V To 
Jhe count replied that one of the 
;js, a groom, had been taken ill 
•is lying sick in his lodging up 
'• the Fourth line, by-the little 
Vand he came occasionally to in-
^fter the poor fellow. 
j'our excellence was always kind 
,1 and generous;' I replied, and 
,'int gave me a gratuity and de-

'w much?" asked Borofsky. 
enty kopecks," said the fellow. 

^1" iinnfn Borofsky. 
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PRESS ASSOCIATION. 
tion 1 Will make the matter clear from 
the beginning. The man now passing 
as Count Landrinof was received into 
the house under a misconception. The 
count disappeared last July. He disap­
peared utterly and no trace of' him 
could be found until word was received 
that he had been seen in London." 

"You appealed, of course, to the po­
lice for assistance in your difficulty?" 
said the pristaf. 

"It was the wish of the countess to 
dispense with the service of the police, 
because she was naturally desirous of 
keeping the family trouble as secret as 
possible." 

The pristaf smiled incredulously and 
shrugged his shoulders. "Proceed," he 
said. 

"I was then dispatched to Englanjd 
in order to induce the supposed count 
to return," continued Borofsky. "Be­
ing personally unacquainted with his 
excellence, I was taken in by him and 
actually assisted in attempting to foist 
him upon the countess and her son as 
the real connt. On arrival, however, the 
impostor no longer attempted to carry on 
the deception. He admitted that he was 
not himself the count, but that, if per­
mitted to pass for awhile as his excel­
lence and to inhabit rooms in his man­
sion and to receive certain payments in 
money, he would in return make over 
ta_the countess certain secrets as to 
the fate of her husband which she could 
not otherwise learn excepting through 
bis good offices, practically admitting 
that he was, in fact, that very Andre 
whom, we submit, you believe your 
men to have arrested on that fatal July 
afternoon.'' 

"So that the countess has permitted 
this person to live in her house and to 
pass as the count for how long—two 
months, more or less—in order that she 
may in the end induce him to part with 
secrets which must inevitably end his 
period of prosperity and also his free­
dom I A likely story indeed, my dear 
sir, and likelier still that this man, if 
he were Andre, would so disclose his 
secrets 1" 

"We have cherished hopes that, fail­
ing his good will, we may find means 
to compel him to make a confession," 
said Borofsky. 

"Do so, then, and 'afterward return 
to me," said tlje' pristaf. "But stay," 
he adde$y" '"Whence this marvelous 
tale, -*hen, of the arrest of Coui^t Lan-

"drinof in mistake for this other indi­
vidual? Did you not say that Andre 
Landrinof—supposing it were he—had 
boasted that he alone was able to reveal 
the secret of the count's fate? He has 
not revealed it, I understand. Yet you 
know the facts. Explain this." 

"We discovered the truth acciden­
tally from another source," said Borof­
sky. 

"Ah, the truth! Yes. Well, gentle­
men. I am obliged to you for this most 
interesting—nay, thrilling—narrative, 
which I have found very entertaining. 
I regret that I, cannot accept it without 
support. May this unexpected source 
than you speak of be examined by me 
for confirmation of your report?" 

"It is impossible." said Bordfsky. 
"We"— 

"Ah, I thought so. Good morning, 
1,'entlemen. I shall be glad to see you 
when you have something a little more 
iletinite, and, if I may say so. a little 
more plausible and credible, to lay be­
fore me." 

"We shall report to your superiors. 
Mr. Pristaf," said Borofsky angrily. 

"No doubj. .and so shall I," said the 
pristaf, bowing us politely to the dopr-

V • CHAPTER XXVU. 
; THE POLICE MAKE INQUIRIES. 

Borofsky and I were both too angry 
to speak much as we left the pristaf's 
I'ffice. 

The fellow, as Borofsky explained it, 
limply reeked of bullying officialdom, 
lie was just the kind of person of whom 
nothing is to be expected in Russia, a 
man who will either really believe or 
pretend to believe his own ironically 
expressed opinions in defiance of every 
canon of right and equity. "If a man 
like that," said Borofsky, "happens to 
blunder, as he has, he'll move heaven 
and earth to conceal his mistake. He 
will lie and intrigue and put obstacles 
in the way of truth, and, if he can help 
it, right will never be done unless jve 
get at his obstinate conscience with a 
golden key.'' 

"Well, man, he shall have what he 
likes You know that I" I said angrily 
"If yon thought this, why didn't you 
say so at the time? We'd have offered 
him enough to keep him a year. It 
isn't a question pf economy; yon know 
that I" 

"There's time enough for bribing 
when we can't beat the rascal on our 
merits." said Borofsky. "Don't forget 
that our little student bas another card 
up his sleeve." 

We went, presently, to the depart­
ment itself, and hero we interviewed a 
greater man. 

Very courteous and affable was this 
gentleman We recapitulated our story, 
with the added complaint that the 
pristaf would do nothing for us. 

"What would you have him do?' 
asked the great man. "He cannot forth-

soiution. 
The great one shrugged his shoulders. 
"I respect your desire to spare your 

mother." he said, "but the matter can­
not go very far without the testimony 
of the countess The count must be ex­
amined—he. 1 mean, who is now pass­
ing. as you contend, for the count. All 
sides must be heard. I may believe your 
tale—which is extraordinary—or I may 
not. but 1 can take no steps upon it un­
til a thorough inquiry has been held. 
You will admit that this is so?" 

"We admit that, excellence," said 
Borofsky 

"You informed the pristaf, of course, 
as to the source from which you have 
obtained your version of the arrest—the 
blunder as you term it—of July ?'' con­
tinued tbeofficial. "We shall be obliged 
to examine into the authenticity of this 
source.' 

Borofsky flushed. "I regret," he 
stammered, "that it is at present im­
possible for us to reveal it. "he said. 
"My young friend has made, unfortu­
nately, a promise of secrecy"— 

"Ob, but," exclaimed the great man, 
"pardon me. young Count Landrinof, 
but if we are to seek truth we <nuet 
probe all hiding places for her! You 
do not seriously suppose that yon 
are to be at liberty to reveal what yon 
please and to conceal also what yon 
think fit ? This is a matter of screening 
one, I suppose, who has' been concerned 
in possibly criminal enterprises." 

"I know nothing of my informant,' 
I said; "not even his name.''.ii?^ if 

hesitated. 

exclaimed acute 
•'he usual ruble, ehv" 
ifellow winced again. 

d not say that I always received 
t," he said. "The amount de-
4pon the services performed." 
i" exclaimed Borofsky. "The 
• performed today was a great 
^ friend, for you neglected to 
, his impostor, which would have 
^ur plain duty. Confess that you 
3. doubt whether he was in.truth 
Landrinof or another, that he 

-recognize you at first and that 
e surprised to receive 20 kopecks 
of the usual ruble?" 

r?l" said the pristaf. "This is 
;>olisbness. It is enough. In-
_you can leave the room. 

see, gentlemen," he continued. 
Xbe man had departed, closing 
' . after him, "that there can be 

e. I. myself, as it happens,' 
en the count enter his very 

•jfiis own mansion. It is scarcely 
:since I saw him with my own 

'' f, my dear sir," said Borofsky, 
s does not advance the matter 

3east. We do not contest that a 
individual, sufficiently like the 
Landrinof to be mistaken for 

by those who are not intimately 
.Tainted with the count, is at pres-
living and passing himself off as 

Count Landrinof. at his excellency's 
own mansion"— 

"What! Without permission of the 
family," interrupted the pristaf, "of 
the countess, and of this young gentle­
man, 4iis son? No, my dear sir;you ask with undo the arrest of July last upon 

Nor bis address?" 
"Nor his address"— 

blushing 
"Nor where he is to be found at pres­

ent?" he added, looking keenly in my 
face. 

"I did not say that." I faltered. 
"Very well," said the official, slight­

ly smiling, as I thought. "We shall do 
our best I shall communicate with the 
pristaf. Inquiries shall shortly be in­
stituted. It is fair to tell you that your 
story should be easily proved if matters 
are indeed as yon say. But the tale is 
somewhat incredible. The police—the 
Russian police in the higher branches— 
rarely blunder. Much will depend upon 
the count—or impostor—and the man­
ner in which he passes through the in­
terrogations to which he will be sub­
jected. " 

"I^e will have a version of his own, 
excellence, that is certain He will lie 
plausibly. Yon will be prepared for 
that," eaid Borofsky. 

"We have to deal with many liars in 
this department." smiled the official. 
"We seek the truth through sundry ob­
stacles till we find it. It is our duty to 
believe nothing until it has been proved. 
That is why I should recommend our 
young friend here to reconsider his be­
nevolent desire to screen an acquaint­
ance. " 

"An acquaintance!" 1 repeated in­
dignantly "I would scorn to acknowl­
edge the little rascal as an acquaint­
ance. I met him by the merest acci­
dent. " 

"And will scorn to meet him again?' 
said our friend, slightly smiling 

"I shall see him no more when .once 
I have finished with him." 1 said hotly, 
"and shall consider myself well rid of 
him. " 

As we left the department Borofsky 
pinched my arm. 

"You'll be shadowed after this. Count 
Boris." he whispered, laughing "You 
have done it this time. " 

"Why?" 1 growled. "What have 1 
done?" 

"Why. naturally they'll want to find 
out who your 'little rascal' is, and 
yon 11 be followed about for his sake. 
Let him go. like a wise man Squeeze 
his news out of him and let them grab 
him when and where they lik^ Fiat 
jnetitial' 

"He is safe while in our house." 1 
nud "Afterward he may go hang, for 
h11 1 care.' 

"Which is the wisest thing you have 
yet said in connection with this atro­
cious little scoundrel!" said Borofsky 
"It's a thousand pities yon gave him 
5.000 rubles, but. after all, giving 
him a check for the amount is a vastly 
different thing from paying him cash 
down! He'll never cash that check I" 

"Why not?" I asked in surprise. 
"He won't dare, at first, and the po­

lice will grab him before he makes up 
his mind You are to be shadowed, re­
member. and that means that the house 
will be watched. Naturally, they'll have 
him in no time. " 

Just as we reached our house some 
one ran hurriedly down the steps, 
jumped into a drosky standing close 

by and drove away. I did not notice 
him particularly. 

"Did you see who that was?" whis­
pered Borofsky, jogging tny arm. "I 
wonder what he'a been at! He has not 
lost much time anyway." 

"Why, who was it?" I said. "Not 
the student escaping? We must"— 

"Bah ! Nonsense! The student knows 
when he is well off. A squad of soldiers 
Wouldn't drive him out of the place 
now! It was our friend the pristaf. " 

"The pristaf!" I repeated. "I thought 
he had refused to have anything to do 
with the affair and disbelieved us from 
etart to finish!" 

"Well, there it is, or, rather, there 
he is!" said Borofsky. "And, what's 
more, I think we may expect that 
things will now buzz a bit." 
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me to believe a thing which is impossi­
ble." 

"On the contrary," said Borofsky. 
stamping his foot with vexation, "with 
their permission and concurrence. If 
you will kindly listen without jnterrnp-

your bare assertion. Inquiries will, 
however, be made. The countess must 
be examined"— * 

"Oh, no!" I interrupted. "Please 
not—not just yet, at any rate! Let the 
matter proceed , a little further toward 

if* 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 
THINGS BEGIN TO BUZZ. X'; 

Things—as I have taken the liberty 
to translate Borofsky's Russian expres­
sion—did begin to buzz almost from 
this moment. 

Several exciting and very important 
events took place during the next few 
hours, but the chief actor in these, on 
our side at least, was Borofsky, and it 
is his movements that must now be 
followed for a little while, while I stand 
aside as a mere narrator. -

Borofsky became the principal actor 
because he absolutely refused to allow 
me to have any further dealings with 
the student. I did not know how to 
manage the little wretch, he declared. 

\ * 

for 1 treated him as an equal, entitled 
to consideration and respect, as an in­
dividual to be accorded his sbaro of the 
rights and privileges of civilization, and 
this was quite the wrong attitude to 
take up with such people. The fellow 
was an outlaw, he had lost his rights to 
the blessings of citizenship, he was a 
scavenger cur that came and fed by 
night upon the offscourings of society 
It was ridiculous to treat such an indi­
vidual like a decent Christian. 

"Well, take him in hand," 1 laugh­
ed; "only don't squeeze his 5,000 ru­
bles out of the poor Nvretch. He came 
by that fairly enough!" 

And'so it happened that I retired, for 
the present, from the front line of the 
fight, and allowed Borofsky to carry the 
colors in my place Borofsky lost no 
time about bearding the wolf. He went 
straight to the student's room. 

"Now." he said, "young man, do 
you know me?" 

"Oh, yes. very well!" laughed the' 
student. "I have beard of your marvel-
ously pretty detective, performance in 
London Yon are to be congratulated. 
Mr. Borofsky." 

"Those are to be congratulated who 
win the game," said Borofsky. "You 
have earned 5.000 rubles, I hear; so 
far. then, it is you that are to be con­
gratulated. " 

"Thank you," said the student. "Re­
serve the congratulations until I have 
finished : then the same felicitations will 
do for the whole of my exploits. 1 shall 
pocket another .0,000 tonight!" 

'(Indeed < From whom and for what 
service?" 

"From the young count. But I do not 
discuss my wares before I bring them 
to market." 

"But maybe I am. after all, the mer­
chant with whom it will be necessary to 
deal!" said Borofsky. ; 

"I deal with the count only." X; 
"What if he be not a buyer?" 
"Oh, he will buy, I have little fear. 

I am a monopolist. They that have need 
of such goods as 1 have to sell must 
come to me, for there are no others that 
sell them." ;> '• 

"No others—notone?"^.^ * 
"Certainly uot." ^ 
"Come, think again; thn't is surely a 

mistake. Andre is not the only con-, 
spirator." 

The student winced slightly and 
flushed. Then he laughed. 

"The game of bluff." he said, "is 
amusing when played upon nervous 
subjects: its finesse is lost upon me, be­
cause I know my hand and can keep 
my bead in order to play it. to advan­
tage. " 

"But I repeat that Andre has confed­
erates besides yourself. " 

"Find them!" said the student. 
"Perhaps' Then there is Andre him­

self"— 
"Oh, your hand is a poor one indeed, 

my friend I Andre to act as informer 
upon himself—that is a trump card in­
deed !" 

Borofsky saw that he must change 
his Tactics The little student clearly 
intended to brave this matter ont. He 
believed in his monopoly, aw he called it. 

"You saw the pristaf. I suppose?" 
said Borofsky suddenly 

This remark scored heavily. " 
The student started to his feet: his 

face f.'rew very pale: he sat down again. 
"What pristaf When?" he gasped. 
"The pristaf of the third oochastok, 

he who arrested the count, at your invi­
tation. last J aly. " 

"Why should 1 have seen him? 
Where? What are you talking about?" 

"Very simply, about the pristaf. He 
was here today to make inquiries" — 

"Here, in this house, today, to make 
inquiries about the arrest? Then that 
worm, the young count, has betrayed 
me, curse hiri! Oh, if 1 ever get the 
chance. I'll torture him for this! I'll"—-

"My gocd sir. " said Borofsky coolly 
"pray be calm Why all this excite­
ment? You have uot been betrayed yet 
Your name has uot been mentioned— 
indeed we do not know it; the pristaf 
is quite unaware of the honor you have 
ilone the Count Landrinof by taking 
np your abode in his mansion. You are 
quite safe at present. How long you 
jtay remain so must depend upon your 
.•eauiness to oblige. " 

"Stop! What was the pristaf doing 
lere today v Tell me that first. " 

"Making inquiries, as 1 have'said 
3e desires to indge for himself whether 
indre is Andre or Count f.aoilrinor'. 
iind no doubt by this time Andre has 
i.-onvinced him that he ie the latter and 
worthier of the two. " 

The student considered awhile: he 
'.vas very pale Then be spoke 

"Andre will wonder who told yon 
the story'vhich you have passed over 
to the pristaf. He may persuade the 
pristaf that you have lied from begin­
ning to end. If I* know Andre, he will 
have persuaded him so. but Andre will 
nevertheless wonder from whom the 
prist.if has heard this story. You did 
not mention me nor describe me to 
Andre?" 
r, "Certainly not." 

i "Nor hint that I was here?" 
"Not yet." 
The student reflected. He looked very 

ugly and furious when next he spoke. 
"I see your game, curse you!" he 

eaid. "You will tell Andre that I am 
here unless I make over to you certain 
secrets. Is that it?" 

"The matter could not have been 
more clearly or concisely stated," said 
Borofsky genially. 

"And if I walk out of the house and 
leave you to find out these things the 
best way you can ?" 

"But, my good sir, we are not begin­
ners, yon and I. Do you seriously sup­
pose that you would be allowed to 
leave the house with your pocket full 
of undelivered gifts ? You are too valued 
a guest to be allowed to depart without 
protest." 

The student stamped his foot. 
"I will make you/Bweat for this one 

day!" he said.1 "An| what do I get for 
my secret, if I disclose it of my free, 
will?" j / 

"You shall have a passport and a free 
ticket to—anywhev y°a ^ t}ie 

young count is fool enough, he may add 
a small sum of money. I wouldn't." 

"What if I refuse to open my lips?'' 
"In that case I shall walk acro.ss to 

the apartments of one Andre, or Korni-
lof, in the opposite wing, and I shall 
say to him how that a certain student, 
name unknown, but quite unneeded, 
has stated this and that a tout him. 
Andre will fume and rage, and I shall 
suggest that, rather than that Andre 
should break all the furniture, it would 
be desirable that the student and he 
should meet, in order to talk matters 
over, and to this room he shall forth­
with be brought." 

"The student shivered ' 
"I see, "be said. "Very well. Yon 

have the stronger hand. I must submit. 
See here, Mr. Borofsky, I never did yon 
any harm. Do not ruin me. If the 
Count Boris should desire to offer me 
some honorarinm for the secret I pro­
pose to make over to you, you will not 
prevent him ?" 

"Count Boris may play skittles with 
his money, so far as I am concerned!' 
said Borofsky. 

"And. above all. not a word to Andre 
about me. He wonld kill me in a min­
ute. " 

"Yon are safe here. I have said so.' 
"And a passport and free passage?' 
"Guaranteed." 
"Then listen and I'll tell you some­

thing that will startle you.' 
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High grade building 
brick Repressed brick 
on hand. The use of 
improved machinery 
makes our brick of the 
best durable quality. 
For our prices address 
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S C .  G R E E N ,  P r o p . !  
{ DENISON, IOWA. J 
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UE.AD1NG BARBER SHOP 
H. D. Lorentzen, Prop. 

* % 

Uncler First  National  Bank,  

Knur Chairs'! pat* All Work FVr-it-Claes 

* 
LUNCHES SHORT ORDERS. 

ISPi 

The Popular Lunch 
Room on Broadway. 
Open all night, x 

Fine Candies and Cigars. 

Fresh Bread and Bakers 
Goods. 

Oysters in all Styles. 

SEYMOUR & I/TltfillJ, Proprietors. 

1 

S=K** * 

Barred Plymouth 

Rocks For Salel. 

These birds are of the very 
stock, from H, Shivvers, of 
Knoxville, la, All must be 
sold as I need more room. 
State what you want and I will 
fill the order. Eggs in season. 
Score runs to 911*2, 

MRS. E. E. 
Schleswig, 

GIRARD, 
Iowa, ocnieswig, . fowQp sfe 

IPies! Pies! Pies!! 
Like mother used to bake. Just 
received^a barrel of Heintz 
Mince meat at 12^c per pound. 

: The Model Bakery!: 
4-i 

!  Now Is The Time! 

till j KAit 

>i 

To secure a farm in Douglas county, southeastern South Da­
kota, of Romans Bros, before prices advance. Good improved 
farms now selling from $12 50 up. In sure corn belt, good crops 
of all kinds, good water, line climate, close to railroad, cheap 
rates, near home. No farther uorth than Iowa. Cheapest land 
in sure crop country to be had. Dbn't delay dr you will regret 
it. Now is the time. 

• ROMANS BROS., - - Denison or Charter Oak, Iowa, • 

Head Off 
We have just received a consignment 
of White Pine Cough Syrup made 
especially for our trade and we can 
truthfully say that it is 

. ' The Best Cough Syrup r.% 
in quality and ibe largest in quantity 
of any Cough Syrup on the ^market. ' v s, 

, " * ,v» 

Call ar)ol Get Yolir fllrrisnacs arid 

Beautiful Calendar j for 1901 
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