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tne saltpeter, mere' was nothing for 
it, therefore, but to run our first prize 
by the board and take her hue and 

Ana me am man, arter gunvenug 
venomously at his interrupter, did at 
he was told, and the two of them gam
ed with knucklebone for a maravedi a 
throw until far into the night." 

Next day we laid the first plank of 
our new ship, and thenceforward the 
flat by the cave resounded with the 
bubblng of adzes, the ring of hammers, 
the jarring of saws and the songs of 
the workmen, a discordant medley 
enough, but to our ears the sweetest 
harmony. 

First arose a bristling thicket of ribs, 
the bare, unsightly skeleton. Next a 
skin of planking, rising from rabbits 
on the keel, spr&ad slowly over the 
superstructure till it reached the deck 
beams and then continued upward +o 
form a strong protective bulwark, gap
ped with small rowports and larger 
gun embrasures. Then tough treenails 
pinned the deck planks on their bed 
and by and by began the music of the 
calker's iron and mallet. When every 
stroke of the ax or hammer was a 
stroke nearer to freedom, there was 
little chance that the work would be 
come wearisome. 

Our Spanish slaves were useless ex
cept for porter's work, and of the 
English none had served an actual ap
prenticeship to the carpenter's trade. 
Yet such was the energy which our 
captain's enthusiasm infused into ev
ery man of us that, incredible though 
It may seem, I, John Topp, solemnly 
declare that the schooner Scourge kiss
ed the waters of the harbor tliree 
months and four days after the first 
timber "of her keel was laid on the 
stocks. 

^ What a shout we raised as her stern 
swooped joyously down to meet the el
ement she was destined for! Eagerly, 
as though flinging from her graceful 
Bides the dishonoring taint of earth, 
6he embraced the water. Her forward 
rush was stopped by tlio stout warp of 
esparto grass which bound lier. and 
she swung sharply round to a stand
still. And before the wave she threw 
up had spread a dozen fathoms we 
made a simultaneous rush upon her 
clever red polled architect and hoisted 
him high above our shoulders. 

And when we had had enough of 
cheering for Captain Alec* Ireland some 
of us were uncomfortably hoarse, while 
as for the old mail he could not laugh 
above a whisper. ' 

, But the Si'oujcgfe was a mere hulk so 
far and not a well fitted fighting ship, 
and so it was to work again without 
•premature holiday. Masts had to be 
made and stepped, rigging to be de
signed and set up and sails to be cut 
and stitched from the unpicklngs of 
older sails. And these labors, with the 
fittings below and the shaping of spars 
and such like, were not the work of a 
day or a week. AJ1 hands took part in 
them except the old man, who was 
deeply engaged in the construction of 
some infernal engine near the mouth 
of the harbor the use of which he ob
stinately refused to tell us. 

Almost all the powder on the wrecks 
of the Spanish ships had been spoiled, 
and a handful or so from the heart of 
each barrel was all we were able to 
secure, but-arms, small and great, and 
body armor we found in abundance, 
enough to have supplied two such ships 
as the Scfturge. 

One would have thought, moreover, 
that the great Spanish bombard, which 
the old man kept trained on his prison
ers in the caves, was as heavy a piece 
as a reasonable man could desire. But 

»• Alexander .Ireland was not as other 
men. He argued that with our small 
crew, a fight at long bowls would be 

1 our only chance, and so he set to work 
to devise a weapon which would enable 
(us to do this. He made drawings and 
then a model in wood, from which he 
fashioned a mold of moist sand. Then, 
breaking up a falconet and some small 
demlculverlns and sakers, he built a 
furnace and crammed it with the bra
zen fragments of these pieces mixed 
with charcoal and from shipwright 
turned himself to the trade of gun 
founder. 

1 And I must own that it was a deadly 
weapon which he turned out. For, al
though the gun had none of that orna-

_ mentation which one looks for in a 
' piece that is to earn a high repute, still 

it could not fairly be judged by. the 
standard of other weapons, because it 
differed from every gun that had hith-

, erto been cast. It was fearfully cum
bersome in the breech and down to 
where the trunnions lay, but from that 
point forward It tapered throughout 
the whole of its enormous length, 

' which was a full foot and a half be
yond the fathom, until Just round the 
muzzle it swelled out to form a strong 

s ring. He made a carriage for it, too, 
and planted it right amidships between 

~ the masts. The piece could be fired 
from a large port on either side, or 
over the bulwark if need be; so that, 
except directly ahead or astern, its 
deadly pelting commanded every point 
of the compass. With this powerful 
weapon and the culverlns and falco-

' nets mounted on either broadside we 
had as much artillery as we could man. 

But the powder room was empty. 
This was a most serious gap in our 

defense and one which for lack of ma
terials we could not remedy. One 
jester indeed said that we could get 
charcoal from the woods and sulphur 
from the Spaniards' oaths, so that we 
required only saltpeter to start our 
manufactory, but even on this showing 
\ye were no better off. for we had not 

thrust fashion and then to use the 
powder she carried to load our weapons 
against her friends. 

We had, it is true, saved a few hand-
fuls of the precious black dust from 
the carrack's hold and at one time had 
counted upon using that to fire half a 
dozen lusty broadsides, but every grain 
of it was blown away to smoke by the 
old man before ever the Scourge drop
ped down the harbor. 

He had, as I have said, been for 
some time engaged in constructing a 
mysterious engine whose form and 
purpose were known to himself alone. 
Its site was among gome rocks on the 
spit at the harbor's mouth, but none of 
us had seen it, for since the old man 
had promised to launch his deadliest 
curse at the head of any one who pried 
into his secret we all kept widely aloof. 

Still, we were not a little curious, 
and, madman though he was, we trust
ed him. Consequently when it was re
ported that a large ship flying the 
Spanish flag was making dead for the 
mouth of the harbor our first thought 
was that we were trapped and our sec
ond that the old man would saye us. 

He had boasted that his Infernal ma
chine would cope single handed with 
the proudest ship in the Spanish navy, 
and if he failed us now, after having 
taken possession of all our small store 
of powder, then the Spaniard might 
moor in the harbor and batter our new 
vessel to noggin staves at his leisure, 
and we could not hope to prevent him. 
We had not a stitch of canvas bent to 
the spars, not a sweep fitted to the row 
posts. The boat would hold only 12 
men, but as a forlorn hope we had it 
manned and ready behind the shelter 
of Carrack rock, near which the fairway 
ran. In it were crammed Those of us 
who could not swim. The rest were to 
take to the water sword in teeth, and 
each was to board the invader as best 
we could. 

A desperate enterprise surely, but it 
was the time for desperate enterprises, 
for if the newcomers were to land and 
release their countrymen from the cave 
neither strategy nor force could save 
us. It must be a fight to the death, 
and, truth to tell, there was not one of 
us who had not rather have died than 
trust agaiii to mercy from a Spaniard. 

CHAPTER XXII. 
Oii csime the majestic Spaniard, bow

ing gravely and proudly over the roll-
tag seas. She was close hauled on,the 
starboard tack, and her bellying 
courses and topsails strained heavily 
on the sheets. Standard, pennant and 
banner hung from trucks and poop-
staff, and the painted taffety as it flut
tered out to leeward was more suggest
ive of gala day revels than of fighting. 
But today her guns were not loaded 
with blank saluting cartridges. 

When she drew nearer, she hauled 
up her courses in their brails, stowed 
her mlzzen and sprit sails an^ 'came 
running in under her two topsails only, 
and wis could see for ourselves how 
heavy was the metal and how numer
ous was the crew she carried. The 
ports were triced up, and through them 
gaped ugly, yawning gun muzzles. 
The gunners were at their posts; the 
blue smoke from their line stocks rose 
lazily from the waist until the breeze 
caught it and hurried it to leeward, 
and ever and anon the sun would glint 
from a shining pike head or sword 
blade. Few men were visiblre, and 
those, as their hoarse sea hauling cries 
indicated, were merely sailors. But, 
though we could not see them, we 
could guess that a mass of armed men 
seethed within the lofty walls of that 
floating fortress. 

To attempt the capture of such a 
stronghold by simple escalade, without 
ladder#, without hooked poles, with 
nothing but our own strong figures and 
the stimulus of a desperate cause, 
seemed a forlorn hope indeed, and of 
our little band many a sea warrior who 
had grinned death in the face a score 
of times believed that now at last his 
time had come and hoped for nothing 
more than to deal a berserk blow or 
two before the swarming soldiers spill
ed his life with a sword thrust. But 
not a man shrank from the battle. 
Most of us discarded helmet and all 
else except sword or ax and at Alec's 
word strode down the rocks and into 
the water. 

But where were the old man and the 
marvelous engine of which he had 
boasted? Where was the vaunted de
struction which he was to deal out to 
just such a foe as this? Had his failed 
us? Ah, well, a crazy man is a cracked 
reed to lean upon, and perhaps we were 
fools to hope that the old man could 
save us. 

"Off with the boat there," cried Alec 
cheerily, "and, Jan Pengony, lead your 
lads to board at the waist. We others 
will swim till * our claws touch the 
beak, and if we once get a hold I war
rant we will not leave go till we've 
made this big sea fowl as harmless and 
succulent a morsel as a well hung hen 
pheasant Our heads in the water will 
be small marks for their cannon, so 
they won't waste powder by firing 
their large pieces. All the better for 
us! There'll be the more to stow In the 
Scourge's powder room. Have at 'em! 
'England forever!' is the cry, and mark 
how that herd of hinds will quail when 
they hear It." 

And so into the water we slipped and. 

going straigat out rrom tne snore, wait
ed with quick beating hearts for the 
great vessel to come down,to us. 

On she drove with steady, cruel pow
er, gashing the little wavelets with her 
beak and crushing them contemptuous
ly beneath her apple bows, stately as a 
rock that is stepped in the earth's cen
ter. But of the bobbing heads in the 
water and of the boat creeping out 
through the rocks she had not as yet 
taken the smallest notice. The sus
pense was fearful. 

Presently a sentry spied us and gave 
the word. The big ship woke up with 
a scurry and bustle. The trumpeter 
made his noise, and some arquebus-
Iers, clapping matches to the priming 
of their pieces, sent a few maravedis' 
worth of lead screaming over the heads 
of the unsoldierlike heretics who were 
adopting this unrecognized means of 
attack. They effected little, however, 
beyond satisfying themselves that they 
had obeyed orders. 

But soon a deadly arrow shower 
commenced from behind the bulwarks 
and from the round tops, by which the 
water here and there was reddened and 
the strength of more than one stout 
fellow tapped. The doors of the- for
ward castle opened, and a detachment 
of mail clad soldiers trooped cut to 
guard the beak. 

Armored men at the top of a high, 
steep wall against naked men in deep 
water at its foot—there could be small 
doubt what the issue of such a combat 
would be. But, little though we liked 
it, It was a trial from which we dared 
not shrink, and so, with grim deter
mination to do or perislj in the trying, 
we swam with slow, steady strokes to 
meet the Spaniard, each man of us 
looking out eagerly for the best point 
to board. In another half minute we 
should be facing the climb and making 
vicious sword thrusts at the axmen 
who lopped at our limbs from above. 
Ah, well, it would be a speedy death! 

But, as it happened, there was to be 
no rasping of steel against steel just 
then. 

With a sudden roar like the bursting 
of a thunderbolt a spout of fire darted 
from the cluster of rocks on the outly-

greet tne "oia mnri'oniils triumph day. 
It was powder you lusted after, was it? 
And my brawny Jack here had an eye 
to the other pickings. Yes, and you, 
too, my hook handed boatswain, when 
I saw your smooth poll and puffing 
mouth bobbing over the wavelets like 
some old dog seal's there was greed 
for gain in that solitary eye of yours, 
shining out as clekrly as though you 
carried a placard on your neck with 
the words written in black and white. 
Not a cruzado, not a noggin of powder, 
scarcely a rope yarn Is there left for 
you to seize. But for me—I had rather 
have done this day's work than be at 
this present moment holding the em
peror of the Indies to ransom. Oh, ho, 
ho! There's no ointment like Spanish 
blood. The throbbing pain in the old 
man's joints will be easier tonight/-

To Be Continued 
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•J. 4.. WARBASSE,! 
Dealer In Musical Instruments of All Kinds! ! 

Mardi Cras 
AT NEW ORLEANS 

for the present year will ba held on February 
x9, {or which occasion ticKets will be sold to 
New Orleans from stations on the Illinois 
Central at very low rates on February 11 to 
17, with final return limit to March 7, 1901. 

NOT SPRINGS 
ARKANSAS, VIA MEMPHIS 
without ciiuLw. The III! o!s Central ruiio a 
through Pullman sleeping car daily between | 
ehlcago and Hot Springs. Ark., on Its "Limit-

; <5 The Cable & Kingsbury,-Smith & Barnes "and other makes 
•0 of Pianos. Newman Bros. Organs with pipe tones, Burdette ' ® 

'•'te; Organs, Chicago Cottage Organs and other musical inst.ru- Ssski® 
ments. White Sewing Machine with ball bearing—the 

'5f' easiest running machines in the market. Sheet music. ' J 
•/" Call and examine—We .ycill try to make it to your advan- , J 
fej toge. Lady attendant. • 

I TwoDoor North Pcstcfflce, - ^Deniecn, lewa. * 

i 
i 

• The North Star Livery Barn, t 
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HEALY BROTHERS, Proprietors. 
(Successors to W. J. McAhren.) 

Fine, _ first-class turnouts furnished the public at reasbnable rates 
kind invition extented to all wishing good service at low rates 

to call at the old stand on Main Street, 
4 K 

Healey Bros., f . Denison, Iowa. 
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C A L I F O R N I A  
•' Through Pullman excursion sleeping cars: 
leave Chicago every ^ ednesday for Los An-
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DENISON, IOWA. 

Capital and Surplus, - - - - $125,000.00. 
Deposits, ... > ^ 425,000.00. 
Loans, ..... 450,000.00. -Jm 

the southern route: leave Chicago every Fri
day for Los Angeles and San Francisco via 
Omaha and the scenic route. 

With our thirty years of experience in the banking business and our large 
geles and San Francisco via r?ew"Orleans and I capital and constant increasing deposits we are able to take care of our custom-
" "" ers at the lowest rates. Deposits received subject to be drawn at sight. Time 

certificates issued drawing three per cent fo^ six and four per cent for twelve 
months. We make a specialty of loaning money on cattle to be fed for market 
as well as individuals. Also make first mortgage loans on improved farms at 
current rates. We sell lands, town lots, furnish abstracts of title and sell 
steamship tickets for foreign ports. Our officers speak German. We solicit 
your patronage. ~ \4-
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FLORIDA 
Through sleeping cars from Chicago, and 

from St. Louis, to Nashville. Chattanooga, 
Atlanta, Jacksonville These Jacksonville 
cars run over the well known Dixie Flyer 
Scenic Route via Lookout mountain, and leave 
Chicago and St. Louis every evening on the 
Central's fasP"Limited" vestibule trains for 
the south, and arrive at Nashville the next 
morning, at Chattanooga the next afternoon, 
at Atlanta early the next evening and at 
Jacksonville the second morning after depar
ture. Conuection made by Illinois Central 
train out of Peoria with the car from Chicago. 

MONEY TO LOAN ON 

It hurtled through the air and struck the 
Spanish ship. 

lug spit, and in the midst of it rode a 
huge bowlder bigger than a soldier's 
sentry box. It hurtled through the air 
with a din like , the humming of mil
lions of ricochetting bullets and struck 
the Spanish ship just abaft of amid
ships, close to the break of the poop. 
Smith and carpenter never put together 
gear that would have withstood the 
shock of that bolt. The solid timbers 
splintered and broke as though they 
had been maize husks, and the mighty 
bowlder ate its way through fabric 
and cargo and fell with a sullen splash 
Into the sea at the other side. 

The waves trembled with the shock, 
and the proud ship reeled to her lar
board beam ends and then righted 
again with such a strain that the 
wounded backbone crunched in two 
with the effort. The mainmast and its 
gear lay floating on the water. Guns 
slid from the lower deck like so many 
pebbles. The fore round top leaned aft 
till it fouled the golden flag of Spain 
flying from the miazen truck, and the 
bowsprit stood once more as it had 
done when, leaved and branched, it 
sprouted heavenward from some Cas-
tilian sierra in the old world. 

The grim sea wolves, carrion hunters 
of the ocean, darting up from the cjiv 
erns of the sea, fixed their talons on 
the swirling eddies to the dark jungles 
below, and as each heavily armored 
Spaniard fell off into the waves he was 
seized by the soft arms of a foe more 
relentless than even the Englishman 
and strangled by a liquid caress that 
knew no refusal. Thus did the sea 
avenge the dishonors with which Span
ish slave galleys had tainted her. 

It was all over in a few seconds, and 
before the minute had elapsed, save for 
here and there a morioned head beside 
a fragment of wreckage, the harbor 
ripples were unflecked by anything 
stouter than their own flowery foam.. 

We English, seeing that our work 
was already done, swam ashore direct
ly the shot was fired and now stood in 
admiring wonder opposite the mouth 
of the great rpek cannon which had 
worked this awful havoc. The air still 
bore the choking taint of powder 
smoke, and the gnarled, nude figure of 
the old man crouching there, still hold 
ing his lighted match in an ecstasy of 
demoniac joy, beside the touchhole of 
his Infernal machine seemed rather 
that of a flend than of one born of 
mortal mother. 

"Ah, ha, ha!" he cried. "See what 
the old man can do when you heavy 
dolts leave him for a time in peace. 
See how he repays in part the wrongs 
that Spanish torments have worked 
upon his body. Oh, ho, ho! 'Tls meat 
and drink to me to have a day like this. 
Aye, gape at the engine—a sweet, rus
tic engine, my masters, is it not? You 
may find its fellow in the narrow strait 
of Dardanelles, which the grand Turk 
holds, that neither Venetian galleass 
nor Genoese galley may follow the 
booty laden corsair to his pagan lair in 
the Euxine. 

"What, my noble captain, you look 
black at me? Come, lej no .soup faces 

LOW RATE EXCURSIONS 
SOUTH AND WEST. 

Twice each month, on specific dates,the 
Illinois Central will sell at greatly reduced 
rates from points on Its lines north of Cairo, 
round trip Homeseekers' Excursion tickets 
south to certain points 011 or reached by its 
lines in Kentucky. Tennessee, Mississippi, 
Louisiana and Alabama. Also to certain 
loints west and southwest in Iowa, Minnesota, 

_Iorth Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kan
sas, Oklahoma and Iudian Territory. Par
ticulars of your Illinois Central agents. 

For a free copy of the Homeseekers' Guide 
describing the advantages and resources of 
the south, address J. F. Merry, A. G. P.A.I. 
:. R. R.. Dubuque. Iowa. For information re

garding lands in the famous Yazoo Valley of 
Mississippi, address E. P. Skene, Land Com 
missioner, Y, & M. V. R. K. Chicago. - •• 
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HAMMOND, LA. 
The passeuger department of the Illinois I 

Central Railroad Company has just issued a 
nefr edition of "Hammond, La., as a Winter 
Resort." a beautiful illustrated folder showing 
a few of the winter attractions in and about 
Hammcnd, copies of which will be mailed free 
on application to J. F. Merry, A. G. P. A. 111. 
Cent. R. R., Dubuque, Iowa. 

ull Particulars SJSs 
of the Illinois Central, or by addressing J. P. 
Merry, A. G. P. A., Dubuque, Iowa. 

riiis banK is incorporated under the laws of- the State of Iowa. This gives the 
best security to all depositors, not only to the amount of stock, but tne per

sonal property of each share-holder is holden to the amount of his share 
for any loss to the bank. Incorporated banks are under the control 

of the State Auditor, who can at any time examine the business, and ac
cording to his his investigation the published statements are made. Deposi- , 

tors in an incorporated bank have more security than the confidence imposed to 
the officers. They have the best security, because the capital stock can not 

be n»< d at pleasure for outside speculation atttTlffVestniBBf." ip '•"•ggww"* 
ford County State Bank is best incorporated banking ii®*ne lyr 
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L. CORN WELL, GEORGE NAEVE. M, E. JONES, C. J. Ss BO 
President V-Presldent Cashier. Abbs' 

5V* Directors j L. Comwell, Geo. Naeve, H. F. Schwartz. 
1 Chas. Tabor. J. P.Conner. 

Penn Mutual Life<lrsui;an$e | 
ESTBLISHED 1847. 

ALL FORMS OF LIFE INSURANCE. 

C. H. & H. E. RUMSEY, Gen. Agts, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

W. IV. Cushman, - Local Ageni, Denison. 

J. W. BAKER, 

Kerosene and Gasolene1 
Delivered at your homes 
a great convenience. Al
ways prompt and reliable. 

a ĵsre foe salei | 

L. M, SHAW, P es. 0. F. KUEHNLE1 Vlce-Pres. 

BANK OF DEN ISO 
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LEADING BARBER SHOP 
H, D. Lorentxen, Prop. 

Under First National Bank, 

tour Chairs All Work First-Olass 

FORTUNES 
Are made through simple ideas. 

Write us. We help develop the 
idea, secure the invention and 
assist in selling the patent. No 
attorney's fees are required un
til the patent Is granted. 

Inventors are putto no expense 
as to the preparation or prosecn-
tion of their care ontside the cost 
of the Patent office drawings. 

A n y  p e r s o n  
obi ' FREE • may obtain our 

card In the form of a neat, serv
iceable wallet free; large enongh 
to hold bills in a flat condition. 

Write to 
„ SUES & CO. 
Patentlawtehs, 

• CC BUILDING), OMAHA, NEBH. 
LONQ DISTANCE TEL. 1823. 
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LaGrippe Quickly Cured. 
In the winter of 1898 and 1899 I was 

taken down with a severe attack of 
what is called La Grippe" says P. L. 
Hewett, a prominent druggist of Win-
fleld, 111. "The only medicine I used 
was two botties of Chamberlain's 
Cough Remedy. It broke up the cold 
and stopped the cough like magic, and 
land I have never since been troubled 
with the grippe." Chamberlain's 
Coug Remedy can always be depended 
upon to break up a severe cold and 
ward off any threatened attack of pneu
monia. It is pleasant to take too, 
which makes it the most desirable and 
one of the most popular preparations 
in use for these ailments. For sale by 
C, P. Cassaday & Co. 
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