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NAPOLEON AT LODL

$HE STORY OF HIS EARLIEST MASTER
STROKE IN WAR.

The Planning Was the Boldest of the
Bold, the Execution Prudent and
Skillful—Personal Vigilance and
Bravery of the “Little Corporal.”

» N SEARCHING
74 tor a key to Na-
A poleon’s success
on the Dbattle-
| field one need

his action at

about which so
much romance
and so little his-

written. His
famous victory
was not an wne-

outcome of a

- blow. In the
first place the French had everything

lican army set out in 1796 to crush the
Austrian power in Italy. The odds at
arms were two to one in~favor of the
Austrian allies. Napoleon himself was
on trial.
with no past successes as a general to
bolster up his cause. After passing the
Alps and entering northern Italy by
rare strategy he found himself ap-

geparated only by the distance between
Mantua and Milan and having the

. mies marched toward each other, and
the army from Milan had just cross-
ed the Adda river at Lodi when the
head of Napoleon’s column reached
that point. To beat the Milan army
before it should be re-enforced was the
French problem; to keep Napoleon on
; the hither side of the Adda the Aus-
& trian problem. A stone bridge across
K i the Adda 200 yards in length was the
k| key to both problems. The Austrians
' didn’t destroy it after crossing because
they hoped to use it later in retracing

prevent Napoleon from crossing it they
made ready to fight. A battery of 14
cannon—say some accounts, others 30
—was planted on their side to play
upon the structure, and to support
.these were two lines of troops 6,000
strong. On the flanks and in the rear
were supports amounting to several
thousand.

The walled town of Lodi extended
to the river on the side where the
French approached, and & gateway in
the high inclosure wall along the river
- bauk opened upon the bridge. After
driving the Austrian rear guard out of
the town Napoleon placed artillery on
the heights in rear of the bridge and
bombarded the Austrians. The Aus-
trians in turn bombarded Lodi to drive
out the French. The head of Napo-
leon’s column consisted of 3,500 grena-
diers and 2,000 cavalry, and massing

‘in the streets near Ly he awaited the
arrival of his mz:iu army, the divisions
' Of Massena and’ Augereau, each 6,000

roads.

Meanwhile the young leader made
plans to cross the bridge in spite of
everything, In order to do that he
must first preserve the bridge, for the
Austrians might take alarm and de-
stroy it. The fact that it seemed to
them so extremely improbable that Na-
poleon would attempt to cross and
thelr wish to let it stand for future
use had kept them from sacrificing it.
To add to their reasons for letting it
alone Napoleon went to the front and
pergonally trained several guns to fire
upon the Austrian entrance to the
« structure, so that his enemies could not
reach it without heavy loss of life.

It is said that.when the republican

leader was bent upon an attack they
opposed it strongly, and that he re-
sponded with spirvit: “We must cross,
let.it cost what it may. . {t'must not be
Maid that the tributary Adda stopped
those heroes who had forced the Po.”
Massena's division reached the scene
and was ordered to take rest, and the
entire day was passed in getting ready
to “make assurance double sure” in an
enterprise which if it was rash in :on-
ception was not to be so in execution.
Inquiry among the inbabitants led to
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some miles above the town, and Napo-
leon detached Beaumont’s cavalry col-
umn, with some cannon, to attempt
the ford and try to give the Austrians
a little fire in the rear.
meant to follow up by a vigorous as-

ful study formed a column and gave
orders for the assault. Ilis plans were
based upon certain fine points in the

failed te note.
Austrian artillery was plaated along

the river heights as if to stay and was
4 patiently fiving upon the French posi-
tion to make it hazardous for assail-
ants to reach the bridge from the
streets of Lodi.

at the Irench end of the bridge near
the gate, the rest of it being untouched.

by Napoleon, was doing the same for
the Austrian end, so that the latter

sweep the whole courge of the bridge.

be in danger except at the very en-
trance to the bridge, a few feet at
most, and if a sudden dash were made
“through that narrow belt of fire the
‘loss would be comparatively light and
the worst would be over until the
bridge was crossed. But once across
the bridge, what then? What of the

/{ not look beyond |

the affair of the
Bridge of Lodi, |

tory have been

cident, the lucky !

rash, h:lph:lz:n'd\
against them when their little repub-

He was a new uppointee,l

proaching two strong Austrian urmies.'

shorter line for marching to a junction. |
To meet the French invasion both ar- |

their steps to Milan, and in order to

strong and following him on separate |

generals with Napoleon saw that their !

the discovery of a ford across the river !

This wove luei

sault across the bridge, and after care- |

game that his old school antagonists |
In the first place the '

This five, however, was chiefly aimed |
The French battery. carvefully trained |

could not station guns or rilemen to !

Hence a storming column would not |

- 6,000 Austrinns stationed on the ‘.\i]l-\

side to resist the French advance be- |
! yond the bridge should they succeed in |
im-ossm;: it? ‘This: Napoleon saw that

the Austrian  infantry bad backed
':x\'.'-.:j.' froin his death dealing cannon-
lade along the river brink and that,
| with 13 exception of a skirmish line |
[and the few artillerists who handled
rhe Austrian cannon, his owa troops
were the nearvest to the enemy’s strong-
Lold.

If the French charge could carry be- |
yond the fiery Lodi end of the bridge,
the storming column could rush across
and up the heights and overpower the ,
L artillerists before the Austrlan infan- |
try could take alarm and come to the
rescue of their batteries. 'These were
simple matters when once thought of,
but no one did think, and act as well,
except Napoleon.

But this was not all. Nothing was
to miscarry, if possible to foresee it.
The attack was delayed until Auge-
reau's division got near enough on the
march to support it if need be. Then
the final preparations were made. A
solid storming column of 4,000 grena-
diers was massed near the bead of the
bridze with a battalion of 300 foot car-
bineers, or light infantry, in front. The
ranks were theexact width of the bridge
‘nud were so arranged that at the
iword “Forward!” the leading séctions
i could wheel from the cover of the ram-
';part wall, cross the shot ridden space
around the gateway at a single spring,
and then make the run along the cause-
way to the Austrian side quite free
from danger. Napoleon went among
the troops and spoke familiar and en-
couraging words. It was the striking

the massive grenadiers who stood in
the front ranks that suggested the
nickname of “Little Corporal.” He
looked like a boy in such company.

It was late in the afternoon, 6 or 7
o'clock, when the sound of Beaumont’s

through the valley, and the Austrians
at once showed signs of uneasiness.
Napoleon quickly ordered the charge.
Drums beat the gignal “Forward!” The
foremost assailants issued from behind
the ramparts, wheeled under a terrible
halil of grape and canister and attempt-
ed to pass the gateway to the bridge.
The front ranks went down like a row
of grain stalks before the reaper, the
column staggered and reeled backward,
and the valiant grenadiers were ap-
palled by the task before them. But
i this emergency had also been provided
| for. The moment the charge sounded
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PLACED HIMSELF AT THEIR HEAD,

these troops behind the river wall and | along the river walls and down the it 18 some women have beards. It is

bridge piers and otherwise made their
way unseen to the water below emerg-
ed from their cover and by swimming
and wading reached the rocks and is-
lands In the stream and opened fire up-
on the Austrian gunners. Seeing this,
the grenadiers took courage aund rallied
for another attempt. To crown all,
Napoleon placed himself at their head,
and his aids and generals—Cervyoni,
Dallemagne, Berthier, Massena and
Lannes—rushed to his side.

IForward again; this time over the
heaps of dead bodies that choked the
passage, and a guick run, counted by
seconds only, carried the column over
the 200 yards of clear space, scarcely a
sbot from the Austrians taking effect
except at the point where the platoons
| wheeled to take the first leap.

The suddenness of the blow and the
| miracle of the passage of the bridge at
L all by the French took the hegrt out of
the Austrian artillerists, and they aban-
doned their guns almost instantly.

As Napoleon had caleulated, the Aus-
trian infantry lying behind the batter-
ies was too far away to go to their aid,
| and so, without halting at the enemy’s

front line, his charging greénadiers

rushed up the hill to attack the second.

| This, too, gave way, and within a few
minutes after the first ranks of the
French landed on the Austrian bank of
the viver the entire army of the allies
was running to the rear. 2

Individuals turned now and then and
fought on their own hook to prevent
capture, and in this way some of the
bravest of Napoleon’s followers won
honors at Lodi. When the general ask-
| ed for the names of the heroes of the
day to gazette for bravery, the roll of
the entire first battalion of carbineers
who headed the attack was handed in.
Perbaps two-thirds of them were dead,
for they had received the full foree of
the shower of grape hurled at the dar-
ing edfumn the moment the Austrian
artillerymen saw what was coming.
Sergeant Leon of that battalion was
the first across the bridge, and he had
led the atiack on the batteriey. One of
the grenadiers named Laforge had kill-
ed five Austrians at the guns.

The Irench loss given by Napoleon
was 200, which doubtless represented
the Killed only. Brief and easy as the
| struggle was to the I'rench, it cost
the Austrians dear. Their killed and
wounded amounted to 1,200, their pris-
| oners 1,000. To this the Austrians add
a loss of 235 horses, 14 cannon and 30
| wagons, the French elaiming 600 horses
and 20 cannon,

The result of the battle was the ecap-
ture of Milan by the French and the
control of all Lombardy. Napoleon had
| failed to defeat the junction of the
Austrian armies, but as he beat them
in battle afterward Lodl became
known as the turping point in his
brilliant Ttalian campaign. )

GEORGE L. KILMER.
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, br. Abernethy's courtship and mar-

! see gou after Monday next, when I

contrast between his slight figure and, |

guns at the distant ford resounded !

a force of sharpshooters that had crept !

An Abrupt Proposal,
The reported fashion of the famous

tinge is very characteristic. It is told
that while attending a lady for several
weeks he observed these admirable
qualideations in her daughter which he
truly esteemed @9 render the married
state bappy. Accordingly‘on a Satur-
day, taking leave of Lis patient, he ad-
dressed her to the foliowing purport:
“You are now g0 weil that I need not

shall come and pay you a farewell vis-
it. But in the meantime {1 wish you
and your daughter to seriously consid-
er the proposal I am about to make. It
is abrupt and unceremonious, I am
aware, but the excessive occupation of
my time by my professional duties af-
fords me no leisure to accomplish what
1 desire by the more ordinary course of
attenticn and solicitation. My annual
receipts amount to £—, and I can set-
tle £—— on my wife. My character is
zenerally known to the public, so that
you may readily ascertain what it is. 1
have seeu in your daughter a tender
and affecticnate child, an assiduous
and careful nurse and a gentle and
ladylike-member of a family. Such a
person must be all that a husband
could covet, ard I offer my hand and
fortune for her acceptance. On Mon-
day when I call I shall expect your de-
termination, for I really have not time
for the routine of courtship.”

In this manner the lady was wooed
Iund won, and it may be added the
union was felicitous in every respect.

How Li “Worked” Two Machines,

With a seeming innocence that would
have done justice to Ah Sin, the Hea-
then Chinee, Li Hung Chang appeared
to display the greatest interest in the
! sewing machines at an exhibition in
Edinburgh he visited when in Great
Britain several years ago.

His excellency’s first question was
how long it would take for the sewing
' machine at which he had sat down to

do a certain distance—seemingly con-

fusing the mechanical stitcher with a

lady’s safety at the next stand.

{  Without waliting for any reply to his
query or further ceremony Li started
. sewing a little seam. Nor did he do it
. badly, a fact which made him seem de-
lighted as a child. For some time the
' viceroy continued hbis hemming and,
, though got away at length by his at-
tendants, Immediately sat down at the
" next machine and insisted on working

(oo

2,
<
iy

2, QU &
15%‘5’16716

BRBORRRED

2 blood purifier shc

-

Burdock, Icdide

ommend these drugs for the treatment of impurities of the
blood, skin diseases, rheumatism, general debility, etc.
For this reason these drugs are found in Sarsaparilla

Compou

Armstrong Drug
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pure drugs and is a valuable spring medicine.
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d Sarsaparilla

Socicis

uld be a veritable fountain of health 't should con-

tain Sarsaparilla, Yellow Dock, Dapdelion. Stillingia. Prickly Ash,

of Potassium because the medical profession rec-

ud. It is scientifically prepared from

Co.
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Next Door to
Johnson’s Bookstore

Why Pay 25cto 75cC

For music that you can get of us for 10c per copy. To give an idea of what we have
I will just mention a few composers such as Liszt, Gottchalk, Weber, Chopin, Schu-
bert, Paderewski. Mendelssohn, Handel, Chaminade and many others of equal merit,
at 10c per copy, If you are interested send for catalogue and order bv number of

E. C. CHAMBERLIN, The Jeweler

Farming is

ESPECIALLY IN THESE COUNTIES:

Profitable in Nebraska.

g Plerce Antelope Colfax
Stanton Knox Holt Platte
Madison Boyd Rock Boone

CHEAP RATE HOMESEEKERS EXCURSION Tickets on sale via the ““North-Western Line”

o
To Points on FREMONT, ELKHORN & MISSOURI VALLEY R. R. hs

it. N e
“What is the price?’ asked Lj at :.........OC.......:
length. ¢ d
“Your excellency” shall have it as a |® DEN lso N ®
gift,” was the reply of the exhibitors. ® : ®
| “Then I don't want it in that case,” : B R l ‘ K :
| observed the simple and bland Li, “be- i g ®
{ cause I require two, one for myself ® ®
| and the other for the empress.” l® WO R K S @
% And he had them. ° ®
[
What the Barber Sald. ® ' ®
“To shave a man at home,” said a I. High grade building :
lbarber, *1 charge a quarter, but to .: brick Repressed brick P
: shave a dead man half a dollar is the l. on hand. The use of °
;prlce. About a tenth of my private | g gﬁ("&“(‘;gr bg‘gﬁg‘f“:’}‘;i ®
COMONICTS areiwomen. |9 best durable quality. ®
| “I shave at their houses six or seven |® For ouriprices addcess @
| women every day. 1 don't know why @ :
[ J
very distressing to them, and they |‘WW.
shave close and often. It is their only I: C GREEN Prop :
remedy. The electric needle is no good l. ® ’ ®

for them, you see, because their beards |
are so thick that it would take a life- !
time for the operator to go over their i
faces and pluck each hair out sepa- |
rately, as must be done in the electrie- |
al deg.liistiag system. l
“Bearcs onily grow on old wome
They a2 ¢ue of the feminine disfigu:
mepte of 2+ [t I8 the same trouble
suppege, oo that which affects old me
Old u:er. wasy know, have thi
growelis of Lair T their nostrils a
ears that must be cut out weekly, anu
their eyebrows if not regularly trim- |
med would grow to two or three inch-
es.”—Philadelphia Record.

She Was “Founded.”

Netta was a little girl who lived in a
foundling asylum, a place where home-
less children without relatives are
cared for.

A visitor who often ¢ame to the
foundling had taken a great fancy to
Netta. It was the birthday of Muriel,
the lady's little girl, and permission
was asked feor Netta to take tea with
Muriel.

As it was Muriel's birthday Netta
wished to be very nice to her. At the
same time Netta felt she had an ad-
vantage over Muriel, for it was not
every one who lived in a foundling hos-
pital.

“You were born, Muriel?’ she asked.

Muriel nodded and smiled.

Up went Netta's head a little higher,
“It is so common to be born,” she said.
“I was founded!”—Exchange.

A Villnge of Lunaticw,

Laos, in Cochin China, is, according
to Dr. Lefevre, a village of out and out
fools or lunatics. A common form of
manfa with them is to believe they
have a buffalo in the stomach. Hope-
less cases of this delusion, or “pipop,”
as they are called, are thrown into the
water and if they save themselves are
accounted free from the possession.

The Ladies’ Gallery,

It Is not perhbaps generally known
that an order for the withdrawal of
strangers 1rom the English bhouse of
commons does not extend to the ladies’
gallery, which is not supposed to be
within the house. Ladies can there-
fore only be informed of the subject of
debate and left to withdraw or not at
their own discretion.

Chance For Him at Home,

Pslugger (the eminent pugilist, in a
high state of indignation)—He offers
me $5,000 if I'll lay down in the @&t
round! I'll show ’im, by George, I'tih &
gentleman!

Mrs. Pslugger—What's the mutter
with trying to show me you're a gen-
tleman ?—Chicago Tribune.
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LEADING BARBER SHOP
H D. Lorentzen, Prop.
* ehv—— @ P—
Under First National Bank,
All Work First-Class

Aremade throngh simple ideas.
Write us. We help develop the
idea, secure the invention and
aseistin selling the patent. No
attorney's fees are reﬂulred un-
til the patent is granted.

Inventorsare puttono expense
as to the preparation or prosccn-
tion of their case ontside the cost
of the Patent office drawings,

FREE. n.)hilvee:

» mayobtainour

card inthe form of a neut, serv.

iceable wallet free: large enough

10 hold biils in a fat condition.
Write to

" aerChalirs

UES CO.
PATENT LAWYERS,
BEE BUILDING, OMAHA, NEBR.,
LONG DISTANCE TEL, 1623,

State Encampment G. A, R. State
Rubques lowa, June 4-6.

Dubuque is planning to entertain the
old soldiers royally: the Illinois Cen-
tral is planning to give them the usual
good treatment and service enroute,
and the old soldiers themselves are
planning to attend in foree, and have a
royal good time.

All of these plans will be suecessful-
ly carried out, and the Annual En-
campment, Department of Towa, Grand
Army of the Republie, at Dubugue this
year, will be a record breaker in every
way

The Illinois Central will seH excur-
sion tickeus to Dubuqgue at @ rate of one
fure for the round trip from all points
in lowa where the one way fare to Du-
buque is $2.00 or more. From points
where the fare is less than $2.00 the
rate will be one and one-third, with a
maximum of $2.00. Tickets on sale
June 3, 4 and 5, and for trains reaching
Dubugue before noon of the 6th: limit-
ed to June 8 for return

J. . MERRY,
Asst, Gen. Pass. Agent,
Dubuque, Towa.
e o
Low Rates to California and Back This
Summer,

An illustrated book, which will be of
much interest to ‘xll who are expecting
to take advantage of the low rates to
California this summer, at the time of
the Epworth League Convention, to be
held in San Erancisco in July, has just
been issued by the Chicago & North-
Western Railway., Much valuable in-
formation is given relating to the state,
variable routes, etc. The rate via this
line will be only £50 00 for the round
trip from Chicago, with corresponding
low rates from other points. Copy of
this book may be had free upon appli-
cation to W. B. Kniskern, 22 Fifth
Avenue, Chicago, I11. /

¢ Cement Cyclone Cellars

The attention of the school directors is
called to the splendid cement storm
caves made by us for the schools of
Hays township. Ask anyschool
director in that township and he

will say they are the very thing,
cost but little more and area

hundred times more durable
and comfortable than oth-
ers. Estimates furnish-
“ed on all kinds of ce-
= -
ment work. Address

C. 0. FAUS,

PENISON & s e T O e,
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: JNO.T. CAREY, }

Land and Exchange Agent.

woekk |
*K

Iowa Nebraska ard Dakota Lands for sale.
Buy and sell or exchange all kinds of
property. Insurance Written. Ab-
stracts . of Title furnished.
Loans negotiated and
Collections Made.
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J. G. WYGANT

For Hardware, Steele Ranges and Steel Cook Stoves,
Window Glass, Wasying Machines, Tinware, Granite
Iron, Cuttlery, and Carpenters Tools. 1 am also in the
market with Timothy, Blue Grass, Red and White
Clover, Alsyke and other grass seed at bottom prices.
Call at the old Hub store around the corner and get
my figuress before buying.

*

J. G. WYGANT

Denison, Ia.
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