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The father's finger trembled toa cer
tain dine in the document, which seem- N
ed to offer some explanation of this,

—al—
Copyright, 1900, by Anna Katharine Green.

~ Mr. Sutherland made an indefinable
gesture, and Sweetwater again disap-
peared, this time not to return. As for
Mr. Sutherland, he remained standing
before Mr. Halliday’s door. What had
the young man meant by this emphatic
repetition of his former suggestion?
That he would be quiet also and not
. 'speak of what bhe had that night seen?
‘Why, then—" But to the hope thus giv-,
en this honest hearted gentleman would
yield no quarter, and, seeing a duty be-
fore him, a dut?' he dare not shirk, he

what my son i‘rederick was saying to
her when I came into the room?"

She looked up ‘now and with yisible
candor answered him immediately and
to the point.

* “Krederick is In trouble Mr. Suther-
land. He has felt the need of a friend
who could appreciate this, and he has
asked me to be that friend. Besides,
he brought me a packet of letters
which he entreated me to keep for him.
I togk them, Mr. Sutherland. and I
will keep them, as he asked me to do,

thing which we could not nave more
safely. not to say discreetly, harbored
in our own house?”

Frederick, taken aback., for he had
not realized that his father had seen
these papers. hesitated for a moment;
then he boldly said:

“They were letters—old letters—swhich
1 felt to be better out of this house
than in it

I could not destroy them, .

viously put, anpd he was casting about
in his mind how to answer it.

“When did you know of this will?”
Mr. Sutherland now repeated. “For
know of it you did before you came to
me for money." X

Frederick summoned “up his full
courage and confronted his father res+
olutely. °

**No,” said he, “I did not know of it.
It is as much of a surprise to me as it
is to you.”

He lied. Mr. Sutherland knew that
he did and Frederick knew that he
EKnew it. A shadow fell between them,
which the older, with that unspeakable
fear upon lim roused by Sweetwater’s
whispered suspicion, dared no longer
to attempt to lift. "

After a feiv minutes, in which Fred-

; \Capital and Surplus, <3S Ui $125,000.00.
\ ® | but Frederick did not follow it. He De

By Anna Katharme Green had seen that his father was expecting posits, - 7 = 7 = N 425'°°°:°°'

Author of ‘The Leavenworth Case,” “Lost Man’s Lane,” ‘“Hand and mnt.' Etc., a reply to the guestion he had pre- Loans, - - - - - 450,000.00.

With our thirty years of experience in the banking business and our h.rge
capital and constant increasing deposits we are able to take care of our custom-

ers at the'lowest rates.
certificates issued drawing three per cent fo> six and four per cent fortwelve °
We make a specialty of loaning money on cattle to be fed for market
as well as indivicuals.
current rates.

months.

Deposits received subject to be drawn at sight. Time

Also make first mortgage loans on-improved farms at

We sell lands, town lots, furnish abstracts of title and sell
steamship tiekets for foreign ports.
your patronage.

Our. c¥icers speak German. We solicit
AL _

MONEY 'T0 LOAN ON LONG OR SHORT TIME.

. uplml %100,000.

D

Deposits, 8300.000

Grawiord GOUIII»U St Bdﬂl(

brought his endotions, violent #s they |safe from everybody’s inspection, even erick seemed to see his father age be- DENISON, IO W A
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jection and, opening Mr. Halliday's| Ob. why had he questioned her? He Vemnrian: Bt The Best Securibe for Denceitors,  Fatm Lnans ab Fire Per Cent Ioterest
‘door, entered the house. They were |did not want to know of these letters; “Dr. Halbot must know of this will, ; &

old neighbors, and ceremony was ig-

,imored between them.

Finding the hall empty and the par-
or door open, he walked immediately
Entq the latter room. The sight that
et his eyes never left his memory.
Agnes, his little Agnes, whom he had
alwn_vs loved and whom he had vainly’
longed to call by the endearing name
of daughter, sat with her face toward
him, looking up at Fredcrl‘ck. That
young' gentleman had just spoken to
her, or she Iigd just received something

he did want to know that Frederick
possessed anything which, be was
afraid to retain in his own possession.

*Al¥ son did wrong.” said he, “to con-
fide anything to your care which he did
notidesire to retain i his own home.
I feel that I ought to see these létters,
for if my son is in trouble, as you say,
I. bis father. ought to know it.” {

“l am. not sure” about that’ she
smiled. *“His trouble-may be of a dif-
ferent nature from what you imagine.
Frederick has led a 1ife that he regrets.

*yet have beard of it.

It has been sent here fo me from Bos-
ton by a lawyer who drew it up two
years ago. Yhe coroner may not as
Will you acecom-
pany me #fo his office tomorrow? I
should like to have him  see that we
wish to be'open with him in an affair
of such importance.”

“I will nuompan\' you gladly." said
Frederick, and, seeing ‘that his father
neither wished nor wag able to say
anything further, he bowed with dis-
tant cerémony as to a stranger and
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beautiful look, an.! at thiz fomose it|  “Decs he e oa to do Qifferently?” you won't demand to see them. They | PRused and laid his hand-again on the | B o O T S T ASELELIEE :
was exalted by a feeling the old gen- | She fiushed. “He saffs so, Mr. Suth- | vare not avritten for yourveye,'and i | Knob.asif tempted to return. But he L. M, SHAW,:P es. C. F. KUEHNLE| Vice-Pres. C. L. VOSS, Cash
tleman had once, longed. but now | 2iland. And L for ¢ue. cannot help be- | © g wither rest under your displeas- |\1eft without doing so, only to turn 3 ' )
dreaded inexpressibly, to see there. | leving him. Doa'i you see‘that he be-! v than have mem in any way made | 282in at the end of the hall and gaze . D N
[What could it mean? Why did she | gins to look like anoiher man?’ public.” wistfully back. Yet he went on. .
show interest, devotion, passiou al- Mr. Sutherland was taken aback. He

most, at this especial moment of her
life, when in all the years thar‘ had
gone by, and when it was the dearest
wish of his heart to see these two
united, she had never betrayed in all
their intercourse anything but distrust,
if not an uncasy dislike? It was one

: “Some of them were written years | |[| =3 Accounts of all Branchcs of Business Conducted,
of-the contradictions of our mysterious | ascribe it, Agnes?” ago—mgst of them. in fact. It isa per- |} ._.1) i £ ‘ ¥
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nan shrink, with his first feeling of | agitating himself that night? She did ‘(,{l;.::; (lS:Oal;lih ;Exon"“said ‘Mg:-]ebvu:hrer H ‘"’Dressmaker R . qi
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_The next moment Agnes had risen, | “I Lesitate,” she faltered, land, relieved that he could at least| | L HAW IMS UEHNLE ,i

and they were both facing him, |
+ "Good evening, Agnes.”
Mr. Sutherland forced himself to

had noticed this fact aad bad found it
a hard one to understand. To ascer-
tain what her explanation of it might
be he replied at once: °

“THere is 2 change in him—a change
that more than one has noticed. What
is the occasion of it? To what do you

“but not
from any doubt of Irederick, to tell
you just what I thinR lies at the bot-
tdm of the sudden change observable

Frederick sho“ed such earnestness
rather than fear that Mr. Sutheriand
was astonished. ~
/“When ‘were these letters written?”
he asked. Luel\ or before— You
say they are old. How old?’
Frederick’s breath came easier.

frightful suspicions.

hope that these letters were in nowise |
connected with the subject'of his own |
“A young girl to

As he opened his own door and dis-
appenred within he said half audibly:

“Easy "to destroy me now, Amabel.
One word and I am ids.!”
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2 " s any very partic
straint in it. the shock he has received has opened “I know it,” was Frederick’s noleired —_—

Frederjck, with a slight flush suf-
fusing his cheek, which had been only
too pale until gow, acknowledged his
father’s greeting with a smile in which
that father was surprised to see a
faint shade of relief if not of joy. Then
he backed toward the door. -

“lI was just leaving,” said he. *I
was the bearer of a message to Miss
Halliday.” He had alw ass called her

his eyes to certain feelings of his own
whicl made his weakness in her re-
gard possible. I do not JKknow of any-
thing else. Do you?”

At this direct question, which pierced
to the very quick of his trouble, breath-
ed though it was by tender lips and
launched in ignorance of the barb
which cargied it to his heart, Mr. Suth-
erland recoiled and cast an anxious
look upon the door; then, with forced

ply.

Somehow the, humility with which
this was uttered touched Mr. Suther-
Innd and roused hopes he had supposed
dead. e looked his son for the first
time directly in the eye and with a
beating heart said: .

“Your secrets, if you have such,
might better be intrusted to your fa-
ther. You have no better friends’ And

people have judged me
in this way and I have
been chcsen as their
dressmaker.

=Mss. J. Goutlay
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this object of her lifelong admiration
‘under any serious emotion, felt an im-
‘pulse of remorse, as if she herself had
. been guilty of occasioning him embar-
rassment.
she wistfully eyed him.
“Did you imagine,” she murmured,
*that I needed any warning against
Frederick, who has never honored me
with his regard, as he has the young
lady you cannot mention? I’m afrald
~ you don't ‘know me, Mr. Sutherland,
notwithstanding I have sat on your
knee and sometimes plucked at your
beard in my infantile insistence upon
attention.”
“I am afraid I don’t know you,” he
answered. “I feel that I know nobody
mow, not even my son.

wions .nd.ub-m |mmrummt if I ask her

ness. ‘I have confidence in his good

fore she could recover from the shock
of these words Mr. Sutherland was

‘Plucking up her courage, |

other last nizht? Oh, me, If it is so!”
And from the great, wide world with-
out, tremulous with moonlighs, the
echo seemed to come back:
“Woe to thee, Agnes Halliday, if this
be so!”
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CHAPTER XZX.

AGATHA’S HEIR,
Meanwhile Mr. Sutherland and Fred-
erick stopd facing each other in the
former’s library. Nothing had been
sajd during their walk down the hill,
and nothing seemed likely to proceed
from Frederick now. though his father
waited with great and growing agita-
tion for some explanation that would
relieve the immense strain on his heart.
At last he himself spokg dryly, as we
all speak when/the heart is fullest'and

into Agnes Halliday’s keeping? Any:

in this broken down man yet. Fixing
Prederick with a gaze more peoetrat-

“When you borrowed that . money

from me, vou did it like a man who

“Didn’t you know that that poor wom-
an, that wretchedly murdered, most
unhappy woman, whose death the
whole town mourns, had made you ber
heir? That by the terms of this docu-
ment seen by me here and now for the
first time, L am made executor and
you the inherifor of the $100,000 or
more left by Agatha Webb?”

“No!” cried Frederick, his eyes glued
to the paper, his whole face and form
expressing something more akin to ter-
ror than surprise. “Has she done this?
Why should she? 1 hardly knew her.”
= “No, you hardly knew her. And she?
She hardly knew you; if she had, she
would have abhorred rather than en-
riched you. Frederick, I had «ather
you were dead than stand before me
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