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CRACK SHOTS IN WAR

THRILLING FEATS OF GUNNERY AND
RIFLE SHARPSHOOTING.

A Cannon Nuel nt Sevastopol—The
Deadliest Shot on 2v-ord — Fatal
Curiosity of n Chinese “Sniper"” at
Peking—Famoux Fatalities.

[Copyright, 1901, by G. L. Kilmes.]

? TRAIGHT
shooting in war
will soon be an
exact science un-
# less modern de-
§ Vices for aiming
and projecting
missiles fail to
§ do the work ex-
pected. The in-
fantry rifle, the
cavalry carbine,
. thc n’twl gun
 and e fleld-
piece must strike
the target often-
er than they
miss, or the la-
bor and cost expended in gettimg accu-
racy will be wasted. Weapons which
would now be classed as clumsy have
in their time given bloody execution at
close range.

Crack shooting naturally becomes a
fad with soldiers when there is a new
gun on trial. Sometimes it is indulged
for mere sport and again in a spirit of

valry. In the Crimean war the pen-

hant for dueling across the lines be-
me & vice in both armies. At the
slege of Sevastopol one day while a
truce was on a Russian officer said to
one of the English artillerists, “Your
68 pounder gun you people cail Jenny
is a beautiful gun, but we think we
have one as good up there in that em-
brasure and would like to have a fair
duel with yours.” He pointed to a gun
in the Mamelon redoubt, where the
English had already found a good con-
The challenge was taken up
and noon the day following the time
named for the trial.

At the appointed hour all the guns on
the line stopped firing. The English
sailors of the gun detachment mounted
the parapet and saluted the enemy by
waving thelr hats. The Russians re-
sponded and awaited the first shot,

‘ which had Dbeen given the English
/ piece because it was the senior in ac-

tion of the two. The first shot struck

the side of the Russian embrasure.

This was answered by a very good shot

from the Russians. The third English

shot went through the embrasure, and
the Russians quickly masked the open-
ing with two gabions. Thinking they
had silenced the Russian gun, the Eng-
lish bluejackets jumped upon the para-
pet and cheered. But they were mis-
taken. The Russians pulled away the
gabions and ran out the gun again,
gending a shot which struck the Jenny,
lbut did not disable her. More shots
~\,,vi.*re exchanged, and at the seventh
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British shLot the Russian gun was
knocked over. There was no mistake
then as to which was the better gun,
and while the English cheered the Rus-
sians took off their hats in acknowledg-
ment of superior marksmanship. Then
the guns along the line opened savage-
ly on human targets,

Numerous stories of crack shooting
in the civil war have been handed
down, but quite as often as otherwise
what passes for a special shot is sim-
ply a chance out of dozens. It is said

that General Sherman himself fired the ;

shot which killed the Confederate gen-
eral Leonidas Polk on Lost mountain,

gun was moving at the rate of 13 knots |

an hour.

For deadly execution the best shot of|
the civil war and perhaps in all the
annals of naval warfare was fired in
an action scarcely known to history.
The gun was a 32 pounder naval rifle
which had been landed on the bluffs of
| White river. Arkansas, to repel the ad-
vance of 1‘-dual gunboats up stream,
The United States ironclad Mound
City attacked the land battery and
moved up within 600 yards. Lieuten.
ant Dunnington directed the firing of
the guus of his own ship, which were
on land, and after the Mound City
cauie into unobstructed view by round-

in front of Atlanta, in 18G4, Several ing a point in the bluffs he fired a shot
shots were fired from a certain Federal | which entered the port casemate for-
Lattery in Sherman’s command at &, ward of the armor and went straight
group of Confederate officers who weré through the steam drum. At the gun
Loldly reconnoitering the slope of the ' where the shell entered 8 men were
mountain, exposed to fire. Polk wad killed. By the explosion of the steam
tlio chief of the party and was instant® | drum 74 were scalded to death or suf-
Iy killed. Terhaps the shot was aimed focated in the casemate, 43 who jump-
at him especially. At the battle of An- | ed into the water to relieve their pain
tietam, in 1§62, Captain Millef’s bat- ' met death there, and 23 were wounded.
tery of “ashington attTlory (Coufed- Cnen g - ——
erate) and Captain Weed's TUnited \Qt@mn, of 1he socond attack upon
States battery both tried to do some | Fort Fisher often recall a famous shot
crack shooting of the kind on the same | made by Gun Captain King of the
narrow field., Miller's guns fired at a | United States armorclad Ironsides. Aft-
group of Federal officers which includ- | er the Federal infantry had breached
ed General McClellan, but none of the | the walls of the fort and were fighting
party was touched. from traverse to traverse it became a
If General Polk was the victim of a | very delicate operation to fire from the
cannon shot especially aimed at him.  ships and not drop shells among
it was the only conspicuous instance of | friends. But the practice was splen-
the kind in the whole war. Rifle bul- | gid, and finally the commander of the
lets brought down some great men in ! [ronsides directed King to try a shot up-
the war, notably Reynolds, at Gettys- | on the fifth traverse of tlie fort, where
burg; McPherson, at Atlanta; Sedg- | the Confederates were holding out
wick, at Spottsylvania; Stonewall | arainst the assailants, fighting almost
Jackson, at Chancellorsville, and Al- gt arm’s length. It was near dark, and
bert Sidney Johnston, at Shiloh. Reyn- | if the traverse did not soon give in the
olds, McPherson and Sedgwick prob- | yhole position might have to be given
ably fell under the atm of sharpshoot- | yp by the Federal troops. King fired,
ers who recognized their game, but | and the shell exploded in the center of
the others were mere chance shots. the traverse, completely demoralizing
The long range naval and seacoast | its defenders. With a rush the assail-
guns are counted upon to do wonders | Ing troops went forward, and the
in the way of accurate shooting, but | bloody struggle of an hour and a half
up to the present results have not been { was erowned with victory.
marvelous. At Santlago the Ameri- | -At the siege of Petersburg artillery
can ships ran close in to the Spaniards ' duels were so frequent that they came
to use them up, and the telling shots | to be looked upon as pastime for the
of destruction were fired at or under ' gunners and idle troops in the trenches.
1,000 yards. When the Brooklyn and | As the opposing lines were close the

Orezon were chasing the Colon, the | temptation to see what a w ell posted
gun could 'do in a crisis was very

Oregon landed a 13 inch shell just
great. The artillerists in “Fort Dam-

ahead of the Spaniard and another at |
about the same distance in her wake, | nation,” as the Confederate Fort Ma-
Then the Spaniard struck her colors. | hone was popularly called, and t.ho
for the sharpshooting Americans were | Federals In “Fort Hell,” just opposite,
gaining in the race, and it was only a | were solely responsible for the nick-
question of time when one of the 1,000 | names of sulphiurous suggestion at
pound missiles might blow the Colon | taching to their batteries. A favorite
out of the water. These two shots | trick with the gunners in “Fort Hell”
were made at over 9,000 yards range. | was to shoot down the flagstaff of
The English arve careful of their naval | “Fort Damnation.” A battery of the
cunnery and are at present boasting of | famous New Orleans Washington artil-
a feat at 1,600 yards range, about | lery manned the guns in “Fort Dam-
which there can be no mistake. The | nation,” and its captain learned from
target was floating and was 12 feet | a deserting bounty jumper that a party
square. The time allowed was two | of general officers frequently met for
minutes, and out of 13 shots fired the ! consultation in the tents which could
gunner landed 11 on the target. At the | be seen on the parade grounds of “Fort
time of firing the steamer carrying the | Hell” The exact hour of the meet-
ing could be determined by a group of
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AND YOU FEEL LIKE 30 CTS.

saddle horses hitched in the shelter of
the parapet back of the fort. Two
guns were {rained on the target and
the best marksman in the battery se-
lected to demolish the tents. A erowd
of interested spectators looked on
through the embrasures and ports of
“Fort Damnation,” and when the tents
flew into the air like feathers under

IS HERE

the force of the exploding shells there

no pay.
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Sarsaparilla, no benefit
Our kidney
and backache
guaranteed, 50 pills 50

cents, Seasonable goods
Garden Seeds, Tackle, Hammaocks

C.F.Cassaday&Co

was a wild cheer, which brought the
gunners of “Fort Hell” to their pieces,

and a savage fire was kept up the rest
If YOU Want to be Worth. of the day. The fun and glory cost the
lives of five officers, d another was
100 Cents on the $1 take “ di‘s(n\l)l:d 11'3;' lli)fvl.(u s 5
one Of our bOttles Of £ An American tmhlior bore off the

palim for erack rifle shooting in China.
The feat was performed at the siege
of the legations in Peking and was a
combination of strategy with sure aim.
At the west end of Legation street a
Celestial sharpshooter fixed his lair in
the ruins of the Dutch legation and
made it warm for any of the besieged
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Hill & Son are unloading a big car
largest and finest monuments ever

very large stock on hand gives patrons
Parties
should call and see us as we
money and guarantee satisfaction.
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FATE HANGS ON A SINGLE SHOT.
who raised as much as a hangd
the low parapet of the foreign barri-

above

cades. The curiosity of the Chinaman
was his weak point, for every time

[lonuments!

of the that he made a good shot e did the .

brought “rubber act” to see the result. Private

o 'l' 1O v 10 v hot » "o o

N S 3 urner watched the heathen for a long
This in addition to a time and finally concluded to draw
a good a bead on him when he was “rubber-:

desiring monuments ing.” The Chinaman fired from a

can save you loophole in a chimney
be taken in the act,

had winged a

and could not
but once, when he
foreigner way down
Legation street. he peered out from
around the angle of the chimney to
gloat over his work. Turner was ready

= Denison, lowa.

and pumped five bullets into the cor-
The head drew back all right

ner. ) ¢ ’ lght,
' but a moment later the Chinaman’s
j\,z !hody pitched forward into full view.

GEORGE L. KILMER.

If you saw it
made you would
always chew

“It's all in the quality.”’

Wetmore’s Best is a navy tobacco.

If you

like navy tobacco and don’t like Wetmore s
Best, the dealer will return your money
if he knows you bought it of him,

Made only by
M. C. WETMORE TOBACCO COMPANY,
St. Louis, Mo.
The largest independent factory in Amerioa.

Mrs. Watt Again Chosen Suprem
Oracle oY the Order.
Springfield. May 17.—The supreme
convention of RKRoyal Neighbors of
America elected officers for the ensu-
ing two years as follows: Supreme
oracle, Mrs. E. D. Watt, Omaha, re-
elected; supreme vice oracle, Mrs.
Susie M. Roas, Carthage, Mo.; su-
preme recorder, Mrs. Winnie Fielder,
Peoria; supreme receiver, Mrs. Myria

B. Enright, Kansas City; supreme
marshal, Mrs. Eva Child, Hanover,
Wis.; supreme physicians, Dr. Susan
McSnyder, Council Bluffs; Dr. E.

Frank Morrell, Chicago; Dr. Elenora
Gilson, Whitmore, Blue Rapids, Kan.

Double Track to Chicago.

Missouri Valley, Ia., May 17.—Work
will soon be begun here on the ex-
tension of the Northwestern's double
track system which now terminates at
this city. For the past week the com-
pany has had land agents buying land
along the east side of the present main
line. 'When the stretch east of here
is completed the Chicago and North-
western will have a double track from
Chicago! to Council Bll}ffb

Home Missionary Jub:lee.

Boston, May 17.—The diamond jubl-
lee of the Congregational Home Mis-
sionary society closed yesterday even-
ing with addresses by Rev. Joseph
Twitchell of Hartford, Conn., and Rev.
C. B. Jefferson, D. D., of New York,
The concluding address by Rev. Alex-
ander McKenzie, D. D., of Cambridge,
called for the prevalence of the purl-
tan spirit in American life.

Nebraska Railroad Taxes.

Lincoin, May 17.—The valuation at
vhich railroad property in Nebraska
will be assessed for taxation this year
has been raised approximately $75,000
by the state board of equalization. A
portion of this amount represents the
value of the new property of the Oma-
ha Bridge and Terminal company and
an extension to a railroad in the west-
ern part of tho ':tato

Salt Lake Theater (‘ullnpsts.

Salt Lake, May 10.—The north wall
of the Salt Lake theater, corner of
First and State streets, collapsed yes-
terday. So far as known no one was
hurt. The building, which will probably
have to be torn down, was built near-
Iy 40 years ago, in the days of Brigham
Young, and was one of the landmarks
of the city.

SPARKS FROM THE WIRES.

The stock brokerage firm of Gurley
& Jolinson in Washington has failed.

Andrew Carnegie
000 to establish
Glasgow.

France is negotiating with Ecnador
for the purchase of one oif the Gala-
pagos islands.

has given' £100.-
district libraries in

I2. J. Pinney of Cleveland was nom-
inated for governor by the Onio pro-
hibition state convention Thursday.

Robert D. Wagstaff, marine editor
of the Detroit Free Press for the past
10 or 12 years, died Thursday from
tuberculosis.

Colonel J. K. Thompson of Rock Rap-
ids has definitely decided to become a
candidate for the Republican nomina-

| tion for lieutenant governor of lowa.

Rev. William H. Connor, believed to
have been the oldest negro preacher
in the country, died at his home in
New London, Conn, Thursday, agea
nearly 101 years.

The Cumberland Presbyterian gen-
eral assembly met in West Point,
Miss,, in its 71st annual session Thurs-
day. Moderator H. Clay Bird of
Uniontown, Pa., presided.

Francis T. Hord, a prominent at-
torney of Indianapolis, was found dead
in bed Thursday. He had been suf-
fering from insomnia. Mr. Hord
studied law in the office of the late

Benjamin Harrison,

ROYAL NEIGHZORS ELCCT. l
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ORAWFORD GOUNTY

Real Estate Exchange

7" E. GULIGK Mang'r-

Denison, - -

lowa.

Farms and Town Property Sold or
Exchanged on Commission.

LOANS -:= NEGOTIATED.

2\ Abstracts of Title Furnished. Taxes
Paid and Rents Collected.

Any business entrusted to me will receive
prompt and careful attention.

MONEY TO LCAN or Real Estate security Not a 21,000,000, but a few $100
Apply to K. Gulick, Room No. 3, Gulick & Solomon block
Denison lowa,

Several cholce 1mprovud farms, clcse to school and market. Cal)

on or address E. Gulick, the leading real estate agent, Denison, Ia.

OK SALE

FOR SALE Choice resident properties and unimproved town 1ots on easy terms.
to E. Gulick, real estate and loan agent, Denison. [owa.
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ly AVOIDED by our
Rough finish cement
Walks,

Damage Suits for
injuries and their
attendant expenses
@ both in money and
good will are absolut-
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